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Preface to the First Edition 

AUTHOR'S WORD 

My fir!*, .-wtis.'iisn.inri* with I’rofes'ior Charit's 
.\. }Cn*A'<>c»ij, iij ih<‘ 1? y *•{ Mij-soiiri isi 1913 
«<'i! lo \ht> f.'.v.dy nf Foi*jolt>;iy. Tlic tasti* <lrcw 
t»<* fvjr*.:u*r ij!5<> th** fstmly of Indian iiuriol();;icnl 
t <<nditi<in''. 1? t ’.risd: nu* fr<«m tin* Hiipi*rfioial view 
tha: lioTc :i1r<':s(]y «.'Xii.;vtl in Indian mosi tliorouRh 
and f.'Msl'lvC'i pciji'fnv of Mu-i.-U life. Aft nil other 
nri« and !:ci«ncc*!, !-</cit»l<iK^y had its ronith nnd fall 
in India. At. any rat*’, it \va*« KratlfyiiiK to note 
tljat then* v.’n« « wide-spread nnropt in America 
and Kuropt- to work nj» n pcientific. PocioloKienl 
«tat<’ ffijiKi-'ts-nt v.’ith the wider outlook of the 
eoncs-piion «)f man that was dawnint:. The Krnlifi- 
c.'ition still further deepened when n few socio- 
lo^rist? praeticnlly have come to the conclusion of 
mond Sind religious value in Social life which 
iliey sorismsly sourrht to impress on the mind of 
their coujitrymen. I found In the Aryan schemo 
of social orf?anixalion, thouRh mucli dispised now 
for no specific reason, all that wore Krndually 
soupht l)y social scientists in Iho west for in- 
corporation in their social orRanization. While 
niy BOcioloRical ideas were Kathoring, Iho publi- 
cation of Oithn-liahasj/a in 1915 by Mr. Tilak 
seemed to mo a providential concomittanco. Tho 



11 


Philosophy of Action was taught to the world by 
Lokamanya Tilak which seemed to me the found- 
ation for the study of the science of sociology. I 
therefore had the boldness to comprise the doctrine 
of Action in this volume as a preliminary to the 
work on sociology which is now almost completed. 
I have not attempted to translate the Mahratti 
work of Mr. Tilak. I have summarised important 
portions relating to the doctrine. At any rate, I 
have made great use of the doctrine contained in 
the original work. In this volume I have not 
attempted to discuss the philosophic differences 
of the doctrines of Indian Theism, Pantheism 
and Qualified Monism, as the right to main- 
tain such difference is still reserved by 
respective schools. The Philosoply of Action 
is suited to all. The author of Gitka Eahasya 
bases his conclusion on Pantheistic [Adiiiha) school 
of thought and so the same view is presented 
here. The Aiyan life has still the chance of 
revival by this doctrine of Action. The ancient 


Aryan life has still the chance to be modernised 
and shaped on the needs of the times without 
allowing our racial characteristics to die awaj-. 
It is in accord with the spirit of ancient scripture 
and at the same time regenerative of our emaciat- 
ing national life, I have the benediction of 


LoVramanya Tiiak who in one of his letters tome 


or. lOtii June 1910 say?; ‘I am glad you have 


pr.>p,rly understood the trend of Githa Rahasya. I 
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less aware. I shall thank thorn for such advise 
and will readily carry out their suggestions in this 
edition. It is my wish to carry out the intention 
of the Late Lokamanya by popularising his Philo- 
sophy of Action, as far as it lies in mo. The best 
reason that one would find in support of the 
Philosoply of Action of Lokamanya is that it is 
both Aryan and at the same time suitable to the 
rivival of Aryan Society. It is both cultural and 
militant. It is both eastern and western. It is 
traditional as well assuitedtothe present condition 
of Hindu Society. lu Philosophy of Action is 
contained the wealth of vodic cult ns well as the 
whips of the present day Society. It is a happy 
blending of the past with the present status of the 
Indian people. The Lokamanya has therefore 
made us iiidoblod to him not only ns a more 
politician but as a Philosopher who set liis political 
thoorios in tune with the traditional teachings of 
Hinduism. The Indian world is bound to drift in 
tho direction that he has pointed out, sooner or 
later. Ifhis’politicsdidnotappoal totho orthodoxy, 
his Philosoply should. Even if that wore not 
possible immediately, it is bound to happen in a 
short space of time. Tho Hindu Mahasnlhn is but 
the forerunner of his Philosophy. 
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the key of profjrcss into their hfindf. They often 
resist automatically the inaudible imitationn of 
modern culture. Any real .change in India 
must receive the sanction of the learned cla^s in 
the ancient lore before they rn.ay reach the 
Any attempt at any change in India shc>u](5 firil 
begin in the secluded but large stetion of th** 
orthodo.xy. Any change in the Aryan life should 
therefore begin at the fountain-head and no change 
could bo real if it does not begin there. But the 
chances are that no skilful .adept couid ever 
hope to deal with the Indian orthodoxy success- 
fully and any change under tlie sanction of 
the same is therefore out of the question. 

The Indian onhodox class is beyond approach 
since they are under the fortification of their philo- 
sophical and religious doctrines. The mi''<^t highly 
elaborated systems of Hindu religion hardly .admit 
adventurers to dabble in them. Those who so ven- 
ture in the business do well realize the closeness of 
the compact and run away in despair to no more 
engage in similar affrays. The elaborate maclii- 
nery of philosophic thought, with innumerable 
later additions by way of comment, exhausts all 
possible modes of speculative thought, successfully 
forewarns itself into unassailable positions of 
defence from all attacks by opponents, and hardly 
affords any speculator fresh avocations of attack. 
Unless attacks proceed on a systematic way, they 
are neglected. Unless changes are outlined on the 


IN’TIlOnUCTION :j 

bnsifs cif tlu’ir nnciont knowlodco, any cxpoctation 
of chains* in any branch of nctivity conid not bo 
possible in the mapsa?**. The position thcroforo 
rcpoivf-p itpi'if into the* statement that unless 
rbant;ep Ro unilor the sanction of scriptures tliey 
are al)soJtitely powerless to move or ensoul tho 
large body of masses. Unless the InrRO body of 
masses are moved, any chanRO for tho better is out 
of the question. 

Tlic Philosophy of Action of Lokamanya Tilak 
promises preat results that way. Tho result of his 
research in the Sonp Celestial with comparative 
lights from oriental and occidental support fulfils to 
a great measure, or at least successfully endeavours 
to bridge tho gulf or to cross the barrier of orthodox 
opposition. The author maintains that Philosophy of 
Action is the prime meaning of tho fundamental 
te.achinR of Batjavcid Gifha and the various scrip- 
tures and auxiliaries join to support this funda- 
mental teaching. The author derives his meaning 
and sets up this doctrine and proves it by adducing 
proofs from authoritalivo Uternturo of tho Hindus. 

It is now our duty to examine tho claims of tho 
author and if he establishes his claims, it is obvious 
that the Hindu organization stands the chance of 
renewed life of vigour and activity until it per- 
vades tho entire masses. Tho Philosophy of Action 
of Mr. Tilak promises widest oiitlook on human 
nctivity from mean worldliness up to tho highest 
achiovoment of permanent Liberty. On this philo- 
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Sophie basis Iho fabric of tho entire Aryan society 
stands. On this basis alone its highest progress- 
really depends. Tho common human activity is thus 
developed into a moans for the highest realization 
of the highest aspirations of man. The world of 
activity is thus linked with tho world of spiritua- 
lity. A unity of thought and conduct in society 
is thus established by the promulgation of this- 
doctrine of Action which is most suited to tho 
transitional stage of tho decadent Aryan race and 
therefore deserves to hold tho ideas of Art/dinrlit 
at this hour of need to thrill and ennoble the sons- 
of tho race vivifying their hereditary instincts to 
suit tho exigencies of tho situation. 

Tho author's work points out again to the 
necessitj' of logical sequence of thought and 
conduct in society in tho affairs of men and no 
less encourage by example those western sciences 
moping in tho dark, unable to name the origin to 
their special studios or sciences. Where tho 
scientist stops, tho philosopher directs him to road 
the purpose of his toil In the Universal Harmony 
and directs him to find himself in his place before 
he is able to understand tho relation ho holds 
with tho Universal Ileality and tho p.ath 
towards it. 

In India, a number of philosophic systems are 
maintained independent and distinct from each 
other both in doctrine and method. Formidable 
heaps of rituals and practices have grown up- 
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for no spiritual merit of theirs. The miseries of 
the world were never effectively checked by tlieso 
paths but often led a Rreat section of the society 
astray into cowardice and irresponsibility on the 
best scriptural excuse of renunciation. Tlic aj:c> 
long social structure, old and deiapidated, continu 
ally was thus getting depleted with the ref-uit that 
fatalism and irresponsibility became tb.e law of 
life sanctioned by the scriptures. The keen intclcct 
of Mr. Tilak perceived the wrong direction of the 
social decadence. He changed the direction, set now 
values to old conceptions and interpreted scrip- 
tures to suit to his theme. He never shirked the 
opposition nor did he run away at the name of 
such revered Teachers of old—S.ankara. Ramanuja 
and Madhva. He pursued his inclinations, recon- 
ciled the high import of the scriptures witli the 
miseries of life. His Philosophy of Action in fact, 
is a general statement of the law of life, applicable 
to all men in all conditions and stages of life. To 
the man in the street, to the trader, to the soldier, 
to the prince and to the ascetic, the Philosophy of 
Action is a guide, friend and philosopher. The 
Philosophy of Action is a solace. It does not avoid 
to tackle lower forms of worldly experience. It 
is not merely a path for the developed ascetic but 
a true gospel to the erring humanity. It takes as 
much interest in national welfare as it elevates 
human beings to the Kingdom of Heaven. It is 
as much social as it is individual in outlook. This 
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expanded vision of social life of Mr. Tilak is due- 
to his vast experience in political- struggle based 
on the very doctrine of Action which he establish- 
ed as an independent law of social life true of all. 
ages and amongst all sections of humanity. In 
the animate world, movement or action is the 
primary sign of life. Absence of movement or 
action only indicates lifeless condition. As the 
animal ascends the scale of life, movement varies 
in a variety of directions. It becomes complex. 
Movement clianges into Action which means some 
additional psychic purpose. Action becomes com- 
plex as well as perfect and skilful by repetition. 
The constant repetition of Action of a particular 
kind only advances the agent to higher modes of 
functioning, both physical and psychical. Taking 
this widerview of Action, Mr. Tilak has endeavour- 
ed to set true values to the various modes of Action 
by creating a new standard of values out of the 
philosophic doctrines of old. The work of a car- 
penter, an anarchist, a patriot, a poet, a scientist, 
a moralist, and a philosopher has different values 
in life. These vary according to utility of each 
man's work. In many cases, different standards 
alone yield values. Values do not cease with mate- 
rial standards of weight and measurement. Values 
in pound, shilling and pence must give place^to 
that of motives and purposes. In higher phases of 
life standards of motive alone yeiid values. 
Motives therefore form the.basis for higher psychic 
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life. Tho nioasuro of action by this standard of 
motlvo-vnluos -is social in chahictor and socio* 
logical in application. On this basis Mr. Tilak 
vonturcs to value the work of any human being 
xinder all stages or conditions. It docs not matter 
what kind of profession, work or st.ntus that a 
particular man is in. It is enough if he has 
developed motivo-valuos of his work. Any work, 
scavenging, carpenting or book-selling does not 
afl'oet tho soul, but only his motive. A sound 
training in higher motives of life nmsks all defects 
of lower vocations. At any rate, motive-values 
are not promising to cash values. It is encour- 
aging only to him who possesses a rich soul with a 
vast universe ns ins abode to live in happiness 
with liis follow creatures. Mr. Tilak therefore 
bases his philosophy on motives which are actions 
in embryo. 

Tho nature and scope of human motives is the 
key to tho whole situation. On tho authority of 
tho Song Celestial, Mr. Tilak maintains that self- 
less motive must bo tho fundamental basis for all 
actions in tho world. Self-loss motive often unites 
warring communitos into a brotherhood. It deve- 
lops faith, courage, duty and tho rest. It brings 
social harmony and individual liberty. It is social 
in character and universal in application. A self- 
less motive is that attitude of mind which regards 
itself bound by duty to perform certain actions 
and expects no material rewards in turn. 
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Mr. Tilak's Philosophy of Action teaches that 
self-Iess action which expects no reward and there- 
fore it is the basis for all life. It is the secret of 
aU Aryan culture. 

Mr. Tilak was compelled to revise the old scrip- 
tures once again in order to refresh the memory of 
the modern Hindus. The supremacy of the 
material standard of value in social life has 
■SO narrowed the outlook of the present generation 
that it is harrowing to permit the course 
•of further decadence unchecked. Men have lost 
•all higher virtues. Right and Wrong is slowly 
bidding good-bye. Mr. Tilak brought back the 
individual view of motive to be adjusted to 
selfless equality. This selfless motive develops 
social bonds. Mr. Tilak proved that ethics 
is social in origin to be applicable to individuals in 
society. Eligibility to ethical conduct of a parti- 
cular type arises on the capacity of a man to stand 
the test rather than on his profession, vocation or 
station in life. The Philosophy of Action is thus 
brought to the doors of the commoner. 

Mr.. Tilak had to stand the opposition of tradi- 
tional schools of thought represented by that of 
Wisdom and Devotion. The traditional schools 
maintain, that age, caste, training, experience, 
renunciation and worship are necessary qualifica- 
tions for the aspirant seeking higher life towards 
final liberty. The aspirant of final liberty need 
necessarily renounce other goods for the sake of 
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CHAPTER II 

About Githa 

In the range of ethical literature of the Hindu-*, 
"the Song Celestial is a brilliant gem of great 
value. It is unrivalled both in the e.ist and west. 
It successfully blends into harmony the diver'-.* 
teachings of the paths of Knowledge and Devotion. 
The teaching is practical and authoritative. It 
a guide to the student who plunges into the study 
of the secrets of life. As a work of art the Song 
Celestial is a master-piece of graceful, simphe 
diction containing high metaphysical teaching in 
a charming, faultless Language easily learnt by 
men, women and children. The higher life in 
essence is spread before the reader by Lord Sri 
Krishna in the form of dialogue that passed bet- 
ween Arjun and Lord Krishna. Arjun, at the 
close of the Great War, requested Lord Krishna to 
repeat the teachings to him once again, as he 
-taught it on the battlefield. The teaching could 
not be repeated, Lord Sri Krishna said. What was 
delivered at the heat of the moment with oneness 
of mind could not be produced at an after-dinner 
performance. It has thus acquired a value that 
no common work possesses. It is an inspired 
revelation by Lord Sri Krishna on the battlefield. 
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Its authority is therefore unquestioned as that of 
the V edas. The Hindu society has so accepted it as 
may be seen from the commentaries of different 
schools of thought extending over a period of 
twenty five centuries. It has been translated into 
the different vernaculars of India. Greek, Latin, 
German, French and English translations do speak 
the matchless value of its contents. It is generally 
■classed with the Upanishads as may be found by 
the title at the end of each chapter of Githa. This 
portion belongs to the main body of the Great Epic, 
Mahabharat. It is separated into an independent 
piece for its importance and constant use. The Song 
Celestial is about seven hundred couplets. There 
exist many other songs of similar nature. But 
Song Celestial is the name given to the Githa 
alone. In Mahabharat, many songs with a 
variety of similar names can be found. They are 
for instance Pingala Githa, Sampaka Githa, 
.Manki Githa, Bodhya Githa, Farasara Githa, 
Hamsa Githa. In Asvamedha Parva of Maha- 
barat, there is Brahmana Githa, a portion 
■of Anu Githa. There are others which go by the 
name of Avadhutha Githa, Ashtavakra Githa, 
Iswara Githa, Uthara Githa, Kapila Githa, Gane- 
:sha Githa, Devi Githa, Fandava Githa, Brahma 
Githa, Bhishu Githa, Yama Githa, Bama Githa 
Vyasa Githa, Siva Githa, Satha Githa, and Surya 
Githa. Many of them are independent works. 
Most •of these are found in one Purana or the 
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other. Ganosha Githa is organised on the plan of 
Song Celestial and obtains at the closing chapters 
(138-148) of Ganosa Purana. Iswara Githa is 
taken from the latter part of the Kutma Parana 
in the first eleven chapters. The subsequent 
chapters are called Vyasa Githa. Brahma Githa. 
is taken from Skanda Purana, (lath part 1-12 
chapters) In the same work, the subsequent eight 
chapters are called Sutha Githa. Brahma Githa. 
another one, appears in Yoga Vasistha (chapters- 
173 — 181). Yama Githa has threefold origin. (Third 
part 7th chap. Vishnu Parana, 3rd part 3Sl3t chap. 
Agni Purana, 8th chap. Nrisimha Parana), The 
prevailing Eama Githa is the 5th chapter of the 
latter part of Adhyatma Parana. In Madras there 
is an independent edition of Eama— Githa alleged 
to have boon originated from a book styled G nnt 
Gmna Vasishta Tatvasarayan. That is a work on 
Vedanta Philosophy sotting forth details about 
knowledge, worship and action. Rama — Githa is 
taken from the second part (2nd division 1-lS 
chapters). Suryagitha is taken from the third 
part (Action; 3rd Division 1-5 chapters). In the 4th 
part Bhagavat, (1-13 chapters) Hamsa Githa and 
(in chap 23)Bhik8hu Githa appear respectively. 
Siva Githa is taken from Padma Purana. Kapila 
Githa appears in third part (chaps. 23-33 Bhagavat.) 
There is another work of the same name dealing, 
with Hatayoga alleged to have taken from Padma- 
puran. Nothing like that is found in that Puma.. 
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mannor, in these songs. The Song Colcstinl ccUpscs- 
thom aii. The value of the appellation Githn is 
enhanced only on account of its association with 
Bhagavad Githa. The Adhyntnia Hamayann and 
Yoga Vashistaaro later works os may bo inferred- 
from the composition itself. 

The two methods of research are internal and 
external examinations. They are employed in 
order to acluovo the object or unearth the 
meaning of the entire body of the work. The 
internal method of research consists in the drawing 
of inferences or conclusions, essential teachings 
or the secret echoes and the fundamental 
generalizations after the entire toil of careful 
study of ;tho work. The e.xtornnl method 
points to whore and who of the author, the 
language and stylo, whether the composition 
sparkles in literary graces and artistic delicacy, 
whether the work is free from grammatical 
slips or abound in archaic usages, the vorioty 
of personalities having their say, the discussion 
on the date and place of the composition, the 
study of contemporary situation or determination 
of the origin of the plot to which the author 
is indebted etc. This is the external method. The 
internal examination was in vogue in olden 
times. A sweet fragrant flower or a rich 
honeycomb tempts one for its enjoyment of its 
fragrance, color, shape tand sweetness, rather' 
than the analytical process of weight, number 
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of petals, discussion on tiic number of holes 
in the honeycomb etc. Similarly modern scholars 
have not boon in vain in the use of external 
method. One concludes by the number of archaic 
uses in OUha that it should have boon compiled 
a few centuries before the birth of Christ. Per- 
haps the method of devotion must have been . 
subsoauent plagiarism from the Christian teachings. 
The author institutes both the methods of re- 
search in his work. Let us know it. 

The interpretation and comments of old masters 
on Githa do not take account of the external 
method. The examination of a spiritual work as 
Githa on the lines of external method amounts to 
meagre justice to it. It is like counting the petals- 
of a fragrant flower without attempting to enjoy 
the beauty of its shape, color and delicacy of its 
odour. It is like counting the holes in a honey- 
comb instead of attempting to taste the sweet honey 
that gushes out. The western scholar prefers 
external method which yields as in the case of Song 
Celestial very little results. By counting the 
archaic usage of terms, one scholar concludes that 
Song Celestial must have been produced only a 
few centuries before the birth of Christ. Another 
Scholar concludes that the teaching of Devotion 
therein is Plagiarism from Christian teachings 
which is obviously of later date. The description 
of atheism in the 16th Chapter of Githa is account- 
ed due to plagiarism from Buddhist scriptures. 
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That is to say that Song Celcstia- is subs?a’ocr/. t<> 


Buddhist period. There is an aliepred reference in 
the loth Chapter of Githa to Brahnta Sutra Pada. 
This leads critics to assijm Githa an anterior c.ate 
to Brahma Sutras. The pity is Br.thma Sutras 
freely use authorities from Githa to maintain it-? 
position. It is attacked fro.m other Rrottr.ds. The 
important te.achin£: of Githa. of TcD couplets, on the 
battle held is hum.in!y impossible. If at .all, 50 or dO 
couplets could have been possible. It is anticipated 
that the work should have been completed after the 
war and was handed to Dhritarashtr.t by S.-in.i* 


aya. Vysa to Sunaka, orWaisamp-tyana to Jar.arr.e- 
java. The Snai form perhaps might have been shaped 
bvthe author of Mahabharat. Such speculations 
are not wanting about Githa. Some honest critics 
fancy that this highly philosophic pis-cs had no 
need to be delivered on the battleSeld and the 
present Githa must be purely an !nterpoiIat:>'»n. 
Thousands of views of this nature are the resai: 
of external method of examination. However, 
externa! method is not entirely valueless. To 
those who thirst after a real estimate of Githa this 


method alone cannot yield rich results. The 
monkies during the time of war with the Giant 
Ravan did cross the expansive sea bat hardly did 
they realire its grave depths. But the Jfanthsra 
Mountain which measured it, top to bottom, during 
ocean-churning must know it better. In like 
manner the real depth of Githa is plain to those 
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spesks, ‘the duties oftheasretic cb??, (.WirifAO 
is told as well.’ The paih of seeiusior. thouch 
referred to in Gitba. never correspond? with the 
traditional teachings of Idanu and Ikshvnku. The 
•STarayana Dbarnta found in Mahabhant and 
Bhacavad Dharma of Githa are identical a: the 
root. The path has found eminent supporters as 
may be iliurwrated in the history and career of 
Prithi, Priyavrata, Prahiada and other devotees. 
The main lesson of Bhagavat.a is not to turn 
the Devotee to action. That task is mainly reserved 
to Song Celestial. Yyasa reserved the path cf 
Devotion to be detailed in Bhagavata. Devotion 
is prefered even to selfiess action. All actions 
without devotion become fruitless. Such was the 
burden of the argut^tent in Bhagavati, Tim-es 
change and purpose also chances alone with times. 
The teaching of Githa emphasises on a new point 
of view of action in the altered condition cf the 


world. What was the estimation cf ' 
ing the value c-f Githa as a Gospel 
plain in such altered conditions. Be 


y.a5a regard 
of Action ; 
:sgsvad Gith 


is his own work again. Action is giver, promin- 
ence therein as may be presently seen. The result 
therefore must be that Tyasa m.eant to change the 
point of view to suit the condition of the age. 
An examination into the commentaries on Githa 


will reveal to us the various points of view in 
clearer light. Sri Sankaras commentary on Githa 
is considered very old. There might have been 
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Hi!?} rfijjiro'. fi!5>5 c'»n*.r;»t5{rt'*ry from one* 
TJ-n Krmi Vy.%»>3 f«M»})i5 li wny nf rrron- 
Jjv ((/tjjfyj}!}.; !jjt‘ i>{ 

tJifjtH j:s JiH Hr-tlun.-j Hjiljn Jt> n«iJ}orit3iivt« 

tiU/r.fr wi'.U !?)»• t’lmjjinha'H for tJjis rpti^on. WdJe 
<Jiif'« no! <’!}(? wUJuh« '><* two nnit>nrit{i»s. 
T5 k* rjT.'}}iifi!j:nl prJmimty t»‘nrh«‘s roniiiiotniUm. 
!ir;thni3 f-'tjtro hiomr ntj ott«miii ni rodIficotJoii 
<5oi“> Dot vrjittjn* Inuncli in n now tHrociion of 
/'ritvnt/ii. This tosh was roHcrvotl tt> ]ihftj»rtvn!l 
tijtlin. obviojiftly rompU'toB vodic knowlcdRO 

hy supjdtMnoniini? atnl fjy iitidttinn of tlip path of 
Action, Upanislinds, lirahinn Sutras, and UhnRavnd 
<1 Him the* ref or' mnUo up Hindu culture. Theso 
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rightly have acquired the name of ‘'Three-Stand's" 
or pillars of Hindu culture- Any Hindu doctrine 
is valid if it relics on the support of any one of 
the ‘ Three stands'. Outside views have no in- 
fluence on the conduct of the Hindus even to-day. 
For this reason, commentator after commentator 
differs with the rest but never fails to take his 
stand on the “ Three stands'. Luckily, the schools 
of monism, qualified monism and. dualism, pure 
dualism, along with the paths of devotion, renun- 
ciation and action subsequent to the advent of 
Buddhism in India — each one of them— do base on 
the ‘Three stands '. Commentaries and notes are 
written and traditions established on them. The 
approved commentaries on the ‘ Three-stands ’ 
reveal that outside views, however eminent, are 
not acceptable and do not belong to the vedic 
culture. It is considered that such alien views 
undermine the authority of the vedic culture. 
The approved commentators alone count with 
the people, and are revered and respected. The 
traditions set up by such approved teachers go 
down to the very vitals of social life. Large circles 
of devotees, religious sects and followers of tradi- 
tions, easily flock under the banner of a specific 
teacher. Githa finds numerous votaries command- 
ing separate parties to follow them. 

The first notable commentary on Githa is by Sri 
* Sankara, as I mentioned. It is indeed a profound 
. research in philosophical speculation. Sri Sankara 
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■h'* .’st’.<*ni»«n «jf «*ucli oiu* of iho uriKinat cominan* 
of Vf'h'r t<*y.tK tui tlu* Tliraa Ktandi’, namely 
(IJ **satnjntition Into tin* nainn* of jha Supremo 
llaaH'.y and th<* final Koaf, (2) the anre path to the 
realisation of the final Koal. Sri Sankara firflt 
♦■nmmarho*;? hit' teachinR** v,*j'th rcferrence to these 
two main diviidons of researeli thns, Kinit Yon, I 
aTid all visible objects in the creation, the variety 
of the creation not boinKrenl nltimalely, absolutely 



THic rin!.n-.<,)t‘fry «»{' 


2t 


fortn t> tri <ii ptir*'. •■VTr. \* 5'>r-.?si". i f •, 

liiuij'in fiy th*- '••'.■■.-v. 

‘•f *1’'’' (livrrilt) ;r. th*- r TK*- 

tn» 15 vt»!iinS '!'*«! i**. v. '.sV. 


tjjjlvi'r's'.t! Tiiir'ii It:**- r*- ‘.ti'*;! <■’! 


itra*. ii, tlj*' ut'.sty ‘if th«’ tti-l'-vi if. l S:. ’ 

I't'.iVfyr.ii tjy «• S {.-'tir*'. •>» t‘.’: !; ‘ ••‘."•.•'r' 


wi*!r. HJil'i.rl th" f-A'-V t.j ‘-Jt; if-, 

Thf’i'’ Ufr th** ?!" !f.i ■». •'! th'- t'l::; -i-' 


phi*‘.'«S ‘»f Hft •.•.f.i, {fi ••'.'f.lif,!' A*.t 

Ilf th*"!*’ If p?.’. -‘.i ii w-,*^ 


up tililf, i(s iU'a*. uf!'- t * J--- i-.' 

4 

r«’i»liri' th<* Unity thr-.Mivfh th" pvirU;-r..*.t; tri >if 
huf nuuttiil In-itrufurhi-!, >•?!«■ nhfiitl.-l fiy 

•loijiK niUi'Ut U>»* f '.itr st.'l r i' iT 

ruUvK I’nilt-r «o cirviininiiiii'.**- fiaiUl tjf.rti 


;illun r«")uU rii-rpt thr«n;i^:h i-omp'.oii' ri-'Siusi •li'.tl.uj 
<if action iS-tutht'.n) aii'l Thti 

method of rcaUjatlon throuvrh rciuifs-i-vtior: 


yasa) ii called th‘> S’hrttl.:i>.i;fij •. or thr juth v.,:' 
dctaeljnmnt from the world. Thi-i p.^th itsi-.ii!n 
coinpU’to ronunciatiun of action hut fvtaifn 
ncvcrllu'lch'i nirunK inclination or i-ndcncy pv 
imrsuf kno\vU>{»i*, "The fire of wisdom turns ail 
action into aHhes" (f/ff/m -l-JT) "All Ki iiofks, t)h, 
Parthn, end in knowUnlKe {ilifhft (ch. IV. Td) The 
conclusions of Mri Sankara on tin* Hitht 


thoreforo Imve boon to establish tliut the path 
of action is only an auxiliary to tlie attainment 
of wisdom which is the sure pat!» to tV.e 
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; ;V."n !'>• Marii'.li! ?i?r. T'si-iV ^ayf. 5ii5«t 

, •r.n’.prt'.riTy '.vr.-s hv Hatititnati randitltst. 

1 ft inaiijly ?’r-53y)'.pift’4<‘!j at by 

UCtijnrruMr. ntsi! cufnjttPit* 

ajp invisstS jJi ft«li<>'vinii tb** *r.t(!ilii.>nH 

■■ i Sri Sai3V.Mr.». I'rof. niul Mr. 

*1. T*\nJ:tJ JoiJoW 'bo ftnJJJo fti’b‘*uj jt> lt>«* OrsonTat 

Sc-J:j<\*.»r<‘ !ho Kntt, Mr. TilftU nltft* 

*.hf* ft.mto i*<'bf'*3 'V}i3i ftjffnirtrnnt tb'pnrtun* 

rtj «5o'.b*.»<l. 

Suissoi^nom III tbo ftfhiju) of of Sri 

SanV.nr.'i. ;*:iy 'i!iO yrarn In', or, (yi$8 SiiHvnhnnn 
< r;t) Sr) Hninnnuja «ju5or tbo riilo of Qutilijtoil 
Moniujn boj'.tn lo npronJ Imh colt In the land. 
The mni)» docirino’i of the school arc ihesi*. Hi* 
<i«n)od tho theory of Maya and tho nhsolutt* 
H.'iiiy n{ the individoni and t!>« Unlvarsnl soula, 
H** *o)o|.;ht t»» I'fttahliRh the Soul (Wiif) and tin* 
Croritlon Ui’-hit) a*» th«» corporeal oinhodiniunt of 
One Suproino Hord who i« both characicrisod by 
rfiii and arl.il. This cmicoptlon was forced on 
t!»o world by the urcnt Kninanujacharya. Thia 
P'oltiun of Htinianujn in the end makeH litllo 
diflTerence in suhsUince witli the apirit of Sri 
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Nifjibknr li.a^ jirorlur'”! sva iji.!-?. -!’.>!<•{.? r 
tary on Hr.ihnrt Stun-.-) :xu>\ h;;-. .»!•". tip i.n 
iKulili'ijiH, 

Ninibkitr liv'”!, ac.-urilinK t>r. 

nfior tin- tini*' nf 5-’ati5;:»r.i ntul (i-fo,*- ih.-'. of 


Mn<ihv(i i» UiSJ v-r.'.. !lr b;.*'-. };;< 

traUilton on i<ritlh:i'-;ri«.!u5a Ish {lJ,'vo'.;orv». 
Jli.H ftommcninry on IlrAhi.'-.A Sat ' on 
mt'tliod of Action or hut rttncSusIt-j that 

the Lord tntiBht Arjun nt tin* ond thi> p.ith of 
devotion. “ HenotMU'inK a!! iloiiiM cmh.-ai r- Mo 
alone. (Gitlm chap. XVJII, »’•»;.) Tht* t.vho...;oJ' 
Nimbkar holds that nmonjf the sou! iho unstvr-t' 
anti the Lord, difieront as they are, the tirt;* two 
liave no indopvndont oxifitonce Imt dt-pend t>n the 
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-^jyf ?>5r,T Thr «'«imin«*n*.nu»r hoUin ihnt th<* 
;sr>.’. f' W Uitbn wiiU At'uisx, Th«* 
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*ii ’Ij** ’.vhtj V.nnwlt-df'i* Jn ih«* 
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at <*;»ch Ktcp, Hut it Hiiunli) be noted that (lltba 
teacbes both Jb-voiion and Htdflivss Action. 

Tii'iH tbf differem cominonturica on Oiihn point 
ovii to difif<*ri*nt mctljodu or patha to the rcuiiy.ation 
of final bentilude, no doubt, b.'ised on tho difTorcMil 
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iJmi \vc bIiouI'I IIktp koo every! hiiif; in llie hieJie.'ft perfection, 
Uiought twontj'-fonr houni eoiilfl nf»l he hotter In-Stowed, 

After hrcalifaiit, therefore, we were eotidueled over fc^'crnl 
cano pieces, viewing that luxuriant and upeful plant in its 
dilTcrent stages. \Vc then proceed<‘d to the grinding, or 
extracting the juice from the cane. This was doJie by three 
iron rollers, of erpial size, standing upright, each roller 
being about three ferd diaineter and set in motion by water 
di.scharged from an overshot wheel, the cane being pa-s^cd 
between two of the roller.; and the jui<;e thereby effect uall}' 
extracted, dropping itUo a receiver placed under the central 
part of the rollers. 

Wc next went to the boiling house, in which were upwards 
of one hundred coppers all hoilitig at the .«anio time. The , 
mode of ascertaining when the liquid had boon suflicicntly 
long over the fire was chiefly by the touch, the people at- 
tending the copjK-rs observing when the froth put on an 
appearance of ciystallizution ; whereupon with the finger 
and thumb they touch the froth and determine from the 
degree of adherence whether it is suflicicntly done or not. 
This, like everything else, is acquia*d by observation and 
experience ; the nicety is in hitting the precise time, be- 
cause if not boiled enough the sugar is of an inferior quality, 
if boiled too long the waste is wonderfully great. 

The sugar when thus boiled is baled into pipes or troughs 
which convey it to the coolers, in form something like those 
used in a brew-house, with this difference, that there arc 
small holes in the bottom through \Yhich the molasses (the 
spume or scum of the tugar) drops into other receivers, and 
from which molasses the rum is produced by di.st illation. 

Having spent the entire morning in going over the dif- 
ferent branches, each being clearly explained by the over- 
seers, and being much gratified by what wo had seen, we 
partook of an excellent dinner with the best of wines. In 
the evening we w'alked over the penn belonging to the 
plantation, which w'e found well stocked with cattle, 
poultry, and all the articles of a capital farm-yard. Here, 
too, w’as beyond all comparison the best kitchen garden I 
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6aw in Jamaica, abounding with frnit-s, tropical and Euro- 
pean, vegetables the same, and an infinite variety of sweet- 
scented flowers. Being fatigued with our exereise, wo took 
an early supper and, retiring to our beds, slept bkc English 
farmers. 

I arose before the sun, walked forth, struck by the rich 
and beautiful scenery that appeared around, nor oould I 
but contemplate mth wonder and gratitude the beneficence 
of an all-nding Providence that bad thus furnished man- 
kind with so useful a plant as the sugar oanc, not an atom 
of whioh is lost. The green, or leafy part, affords excellent 
sustenance to the oattlo, the juice dra^vn from the stem 
yields both sugar and spirit (rum), the dry cane after the 
juioe is thus expressed becoming fuel for boiling it in the 
coppers. 

The third day we proceeded into SavamiaXia Mar, visiting 
two noble estates, one belonging to the Forrest family, the 
other to Mr. Thellasso. 

In Jamaiea, and all over the West Indies, it is customary 
for all travellers to stop for refreshment and rest at gentle- 
men’s plantations, there being scarcely an inn, or house 
of publie reception, in a distance of a hundred mUes. 
Whether the proprietor be present or not is never con- 
sidered, for, if absent, the head overseer or manager does 
the honours of the mansion with equal hospitality as the 
owner. 

The fourth day whilst we were viewing a remarkable 
cascade a quarter of a mile out of the road, a man on horse- 
back came up who delivered a letter to our foreign com- 
panion, which, upon reading, he told us forced him to leave 
the party and return as fast as possible to Kingston, where 
a special messenger from his Government impatiently waited 
for him to attend him baek to St. Domingo, an unpleasant 
eircumstance having occurred whieh made his presence 
necessary. A sloop of war therefore waited to convey iiim 
to St. Domingo. This unexpected event, of course, put an 
end to OUT progress ; the Colonel and liis suite, also Mr. 
Hall, as the youngest and most active of the managers, set 
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”(!<“! !h<’ Mi'i < .-.rry liii!) rr<ftly f/> tJjn 

I'i! t'ty.r jr.r.'ltrjs.f «ltr*'t-tly.'’ 

Thns v.m.siij: J:5f* R* if I l*R»i Rt» o!'! frjf-nti, 

"'rijn jxor *.xrr-t<-1i i^ jlrv-.vifijlly ill intlrr^l, hut 

thr'vr risr'''ti fr1!(.«-.-s tJtV |jfr «i«t, for rVrf I<rr 

for tho jnjqK*-*’ of fl;tiU:iitL! frtim Inlinur, Tlu* 
wjjoir Morld, I think, IjRvr united t<» t-oniirnt mr ntul rr<hio' 
rnf* Uj lir^'fRsy.'’ 

Thf rojj lir-rr’, wit!> n ri^rmfirnnl Mnilc, i<mM, " You nrt* 
^JK•.’vl;inf.• thtt^ frrrly, Sir, to n i«trft»f.:cr, ft prittlrinftn yoti 
t:»'Vrr rftw l>rforr," ".And who llm dovil told yon fa, Mr. 
.IftfhftntijM-^ 1 *' fftid th«’ DtK-tor, ftnd, ftp.ftin n<ldn'?’ jnp inp, 
I’nquirt-d, " I’rftv wln't^* did you ]))rl; up lhi'» prince of 
jinppii"' 1 " I ri plied, ** (‘.'ijitftin Snnimn limi heen pootl 
cnonpli Jo intrt«lm'<< nw*.*' Surnum ! " rmid the old innn, 
" whiit 1 Ih’itil .Snninin, iny old ertmy I'ftul — ho is ns worthy 
ft frllow fts livi-s. 1 linve iMt-n intitnntely ncquninlcd witli 
him th* ••-4* thirty yi-nn*, ticv«*rthoh-::s my Imcl: is uphomowhnt 
jti-t now. Why htis not I'nul found his way to Hushy or»' 
this lime of day 7 lie never wns so lonp in doinp it. hehne, 
hut he, too, i-uppo-i's 1 ajn on tho tn)t down hill, poinp llii) 
way of all llesh and so t<i he fonuiken." 

The son, finding a pau.se, said, ** That, Bir, is Mr. Hiekoy. 
He was ft jjassenper of Cnptftiii Surmnn’B, nnd is come to 
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with plnin fcnturcs. Ho likcwipo wns from Injlnnd, nearly 
related to the noble family of Bclvidcre. 

The Doctor posscpscd three different rstatea, which to- 
gether jncldcd him full twelve thousand pounds annually, 
and. according to the opinions of those conve.ifaut in such 
property, under any other management than his would luivc 
cleared at least sixteen thousand. The Doctor .•Jcemed defer- 
mined to act unlike ovorj'bodj’ else. A great, schemer, he w'as 
forever at somo new experiment, none of wdiich succeeded,' 
on the contrary they materiaU3' deteriorated his projicrtj'. Yet 
he obstinatelj' and pcrtinaciou.slj' adhered to his own peculiar 
modes, constantlj’ taxing Providence noth dealing unjustU' 
towards him and being sometimes oxcccdingl.v profane in 
his language upon that head. 

Mr. Armstrong having invited us to spend the following 
day with him, we went accordingly. His house, which was 
small but comfortable, abounding with convcnicncc.s, 
stood upon an eminence eomraanding a dclightfid view of 
the adjacent country with a distant sight of the ocean. 
During this visit I was sony to see a disposition in 3’'oung 
Bonynge to turn Mr. Armstrong into ridicule bj' making him 
the object of his wit. Upon the improprietj' of so doing I 
remarked to him aside, and he promised to ecase, but still 
fell into the same error. 

During my stay at Bushy Mr. Armstrong dined there 
several times, on one of wliich daj's he told us ho had that 
morning received letters from Englond. which mentioned 
that a disorder had raged in London during six weeks and 
had proved fatal to a great number of elderly people. After 
considering some time and endeavouring to rceollcct the 
name by which the malady was distinguished, he in a hesi- 
tating, doubting manner repeated the word, “ Ama — Ama — 
Amanu — Amanuensis ! Yes, I think that is the name.” 
Whereupon young Bonynge burst into a violent roar of 
laughter, which induced the poor gentleman to enquire 
whether there was not such a disorder. “ No, Sir, certainly 
not,” said the young man. “ An amanuensis. Sir, is a 
secretary, a person employed to write for another.” The 

I) 
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TEN TO ONE AGAINST 

hfid hcnnl Ijim nrrnign Provitlenco with injnstico by ponding 
rain in even' din'ction except- upon his cstnto, I observed 
to my companion that- his father would probably come to 
dinner in better spirits than iKiial from the abundant 
Fupplj* of water that was continuing to descend, when ho 
said in answer, Only congratulate him thereon and I’li 
bet ton to one he will say, nay swear, he has not had a single 
drop.” This I deemed absolutclj' impossible. 

During this conversation one of the under Europeans came 
into the house in great haste, and, being asked what ho 
wanted, replied, “ Clothes for the Doctor, Sir, lie being wot 
through,” “ Now then,” said I to the son, “ I think you 
would certainly have lost your wager had I taken you up.” 
“Not a bit,” replied he, “I’ll still lay the same wager.” 
Two hours after this we met at diimor. I took an early 
opportunity of congratulating the Doctor upon the glorious 
shower that had fallen. “ Shower, what shower, where, 
when ? ” “ All round. Sir,” said I, “ and very heavily, about 
two hours ago.” “ Yes,” observed the son, “ and I think 
you must have been wetted by it. Sir.” “ Wetted by what, 
you puppy 7 ” “ Rain, Sir 1 rain which made you put 

Dumpling (his horse’s name) to his utmost speed.” “ You 
lie, you puppy, you lie, by God ! ” and turning to m? ho cod 
tinned, “ There might possibly have been rain in the neigh 
bourhood, but I give you my word, Mr. Hickey, not a single 
drop fell upon any cane piece belonging .to me.” I was 
confounded at this deliberate falsehood, whilst the son 
screeched nith laughter, thereby exciting the Doctor’s 
wrath, who abused him most grossly. 

At the end of another week Bonyngo, junior, conveyed 
mo to town, w'hich wo reached on the 30th of December. 
Mr. Richards received me with much cordiality, saying he 
was glad I was come because a very pleasant party were to 
dine at his house on New Year’s Day at an early hour, after 
which they were all to adjourn to Mr. Thomas Walling’s, 
a few miles from Kingston, nith which place he thought I 
should be greatly pleased. 

On the let of January, 1776, afie^ a light meal at one 
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o’clock wo Bct off, inyBclf aiul most of llio parly on horro- 
back, Wc ascended tlio Grand I/iganco Monntain foil four 
miles, and when at tlio perpendicular height of a mile and 
a lialf (as they told me) above the level of iho sea, suddenly 
came upon one of the most romanlie and beautiful spots 
I ever beheld, w'herc stood an admirable mansion consisting 
of fifteen spacious apartments, from every one of which the 
magnificent city of Kingston, with the shipping, Port Royal, 
and intcn'cning rich and fertile country met the e3'e ; a 
spectacle so sublime and magnificent I certainly^ ne%’er did 
see. The temperature of the air was delicious, forming a 
wonderful contrast to the extreme aiid burning heat we had 
been in onlj’ one hour before. At the back of the house 
rose the majestic and awfull}' grand mountain towering 
above the clouds in which its summit was completely en- 
veloped. 

While partaking of a sumptuous supper Mr. Ilichard.s 
laughingly said to mo, “ I hope you have provided j’ourxelf 
with blankets, for I assure you they will be requisite at 
night.” This I could scarce! j’ credit, but found it very’ true, 
sleeping most comfortably under two, upon a nice, .soft bed 
exactly as if in England. Indeed, the moment the sun dis- 
appeared the air became so sharj) and keen wo were glad to 
have all the doors and windows shut. Upon entering raj’ 
bed-chamber I was agreeably surprized at seeing a fine, 
cheerful coal fire. 

The next morning I arose at daylight, going to the window 
in the hope of seeing the effect of a clear sun rising, instead 
of which there was so thick a fog I could not see a j’ard 
before me. Much disappointed I dressed myself and went 
down to the breakfast-room, where most of the gentlemen 
were already assembled sitting by an excellent fire. On my 
lamenting the thickness of the wc.athcr, Mr. Richards said, 
“ Oh, never mind the weather. Como and warm j’ourself,” 
pointing to a chair next to his. I obeyed and was placed 
with my back to the windows. After chatting about half 
an hour Mr. Walling desired mo to look whether it wa.s 
dearer or not. Upon going to the window for that purpose 
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:i< cinijiaiiiod liy n<inynp«* or otin-r yoiuj}; friond*!, wo 
lomi"< ii ainonp'-t t!n« difTrr<-nt .'lorfs (idiop-; or wnndinuj-o.*! 
whop- Ir.'ido is oarrii'd on), or I nttondoil Mr. Kicliartl.'! in 
his niojiiinp vi il-= to faniilic- of Ids ac-fpiaintanoo until 
tow.'ird’-' two in tin- iiftonu»on, wJi»‘n wo w«*nt. homo to dn’.ss 
for dinnor, wjiicli nuad, whoih* r iit Jionn* or abroad, fillod 
tiji tin- f:p:iro until it hooaino limo to attend tho tlioatp', 
as'^i-mhly, ooncort, or jirivat** party, ns previous onpnKo- 
niont or inolinnfion led, rotirini' to nlcp, in common, about 
miflidt'bt. 

'J'bi.s sort of life necessarily roquip'd cash. I’lio heaviest 
expenre, I felt, was clothes, the inhabitant t of the Island 
heinj,' fond of finery in dress, and as I had not’ such a slock 
in tiiy j)osses«ioii ns uj)on my eastern voyage, 1 wn,s obliged 
to nj)ply to a damniea tailor, a set of men who know how 
to make out a hill quite .as well as the most fn.shionnbic 
fellow of i5f. .Tame..';: .Street, A .second application to Mr. 
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Richards therefore became necessary, wlio advanced another 
hundred pounds. 

I hod written to my father a few daj's after I landed at 
Jamaica, truly stating all that had occurred, and the serious 
disappointment I had mot with, ns well as the kind recep- 
tion I hod hod from his old friend, Mr. Richards. This 
gentleman, about fourteen years prior to the time of my 
acquaintance with him, hod married a widow lady pos- 
sessed of large property. In two years after their being 
united she died, leaving all she bad to her liusband, part of 
which was a noble estate in the parish of St. Ann’s, on the 
north side of the Island, yielding upwards of three tliousand 
pounds per annum. In eighteen months after this Indy’s 
death another widow’ of equal afiluenco with the former 
became enamoured of Mr. Richards. Courtship and wed- 
lock ensued ; ten years of uninterrupted felicity was en- 
joyed by both, when she also was carried off and an accumu- 
lation of wealth followed to the survivor, to whom she left 
a fine plantation 'in St. Mary’s, almost nt the eastern 
extremity of the Island, of at least six thousand pounds a 
year. Thus with his own private fortune ho possessed 
property to an amount of between eleven and twelve thou- 
sand per annum. Ho was considered ns one of the best 
planters in Jamaica, and being particularly fond of the 
business never spoke of returning to Europe. 

When at Kingston I constantly attended Divine Service 
on Sunday, there being a large and commodious church. 
Mr. Richards’s pew, in which I sat, was directly under the 
monument erected to the memory ot the gallant Admiral 
Benbow, whose history and untimely death are recorded in 
a celebrated ditty, known to and in the mouth of every old 
British tar. 



CHAPTER V 


SUOAK ESTATES — THE NEGROES 

AT the end of January Mr. Richards told me he intended 
visiting his estate in St. Mary’s, and hoped I would 
accompany him. On the 3rd of February, immediately after 
brealdast, we set out in an open phaeton, but as I had not 
lost my Eastern fears of' the sun, I carried an umbrella to 
defend my head from the influence of its piercing heat, a 
precaution my host treated 'with some contempt, observing 
that the rays of that useful luminary neverinjured anyone, an 
opinion clearly erroneous, but which Mr. Richards persisted 
in, protesting that nothing but indolence, or pride, made 
people dread the sim, or decline going out whilst it shofle. 
Notwithstanding this prejudice of my friend I continued 
the use of an umbrella, and have no doubt I escaped many 
a severe headache, if not something worse by so doing. 

In a part of our jommey, which was close at the edge of 
the sea, Mr. Richards got out of the carriage. After walking 
a few yards he picked up a shell, in form very like the 
English periwinkle, only larger. This he gave to me, 
desiring I would take off my glove and hold the shell in the 
palm of my hand when the curious inhabitant would soon 
make his appearance. I did as he desired, and while he 
drove on attentively watched it for a few minutes. Notliing 
coming forth 1 had almost forgot I held the shell and was 
conversing ■with Mr. Richards when, feeJing something tickle 
my hand, I looked and saw a hideous, large, black spider, 
whose long legs spread over my entire palm. In a mon- 
strous fright I shook my hand violently and so got rid of 
my disagreeable visitor. Mr. Richards then informed me 
that this odious insect bred in a particular vegetable sub- 
stance that grew on the sandy beach. At a certain age it 
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crawled forth in search of the fish to which Ihe shell I had 
seen boloiigod, which, having killed, ho left until the snn 
complctcl}' dried it up, when ho look possession of the shell, 
using it as an habitation, from which strange circumstance 
it was distinguished by the name of “ the soldier 1 ” 

Having gone a distance of about eighteen miles, wo 
stopped at a gentleman’s house to dine, after which wo 
mounted two horses to finish our journey. Proceeding in 
that manner nearly as many more miles, I perceived upon 
a hill a largo body of negroes apparently running with great 
s\viftncss towards us. I know not what to make of this, 
and had 1 not observed my companion was perfectly tran- 
quil, should have felt alarmed from an apprehension the}' 
might be maroons (runaway slaves) coming to rob and 
perhaps murder us. As these people approached 1 asked 
Mr. Richards the meaning of it, who answered, “Have a 
little patience and you will see." Scarcely had he said this 
when the whole posse of men sot up a general shout, danced, 
played a thousand antics, and seemed to bo elated with joy, 
several calling out, “ God bless Massa ! Good Massa, poor 
negro glad Massa come, good Massa ! ’’ In this manner 
they attended us, running by the side of our horses full two 
miles, when we reached the mansion house and I first learnt 
they were the plantation slaves, really rejoiced and happy 
at the presence of tlicir owner, a circumstance that sur- 
prized me, ns most of those I had seen \ipon other estates 
appeared dejected and raisorablo. Mr. Richards’s, on the 
contrary, •were tho most cheerful and contented creatures 
that could be, nor did I ever visit either of his plantations 
without being a witness to the samo expressions of joy on 
his arrival and concern at his departure. 

Mr. Richards told me that from tho day ho became pro- 
prietor of an estate Jic had made it a rule to treat his 
slaves with kindness, and to show them every indulgcnco 
^ within reason, that ho never allowed his overseers to work 
them beyond their ability or at unseasonable hours, Sunday 
being always set apart for their own benefit. On that day 
they never went to the cane pieces, but employed themselves 
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in rnlljvatinj; Mini!! picrra nf Ininl nllnltofl to rnch, whrn’Oti 
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tlicy tofi]: to tlif puMic inarlo-t.;, the j»nKlnirc la-inp con- 
.•■idcnal tlicir own al»"olnt«* projM-rly. 

TIjo ronK-qofnro of tlii*; huinant* and pfii'didc plan wns 
as Mr. RitdianK paid, not only pratifyinp t<» Ins own fwl- 
inps. Init proved very ndvantayenu'^, for lii-; slaves, instead of 
considering Inin a tyrant and oppre* ‘•f»r, looked njion him 
ii-s their friend and protector, and wen* always willing to 
labour to the utmost extent of their strength, even much 
more than ever w.as requiu'd. Surh is the efTect of kind 
treatment, of which that long-oppressed race wore as sub- 
ceptihle .as men could ho. Mr. Ricliards likewLse oncouraged 
them to marry, by which means his o.states were amply 
stocked without making any new purchases of slaves (he 
tL«snn-d me ho had not bought- twenty during the last ten 
years). When any of them became infirm or incajiablo of 
w<»rk, from age or otherwise, they wore taken care of and 
comfortably provided with habitation, food, and all the 
common comforts of life. 

Mr, Richards’s hou.':o was all ujion one floor, delightfully 
situated upon the side of one of the most lofty mountains 
in that part of the Island, commanding an exlcn.sivc and 
luxuriant ])ro.spcct. Towanls the east and south the 
ocean prc.scnted itself, and in every direction on the' land 
were beautiful buildings, where different gentlemen planters 
resided. During my stay at this paradise, ns I may call it, 
I had opportunities innumerable of seeing the afTcctionatc 
attachment of the house slaves, and of noticing the extra- 
ordinary cleverness of the men. 

I one day heard Mr. Richards directing a male negro tc 
carry’ a message of considerable length and very compli- 
mentary to a family that rc.sided a milo off. As soon ns he 
set out I observed to Mr. Richards, “ You cannot suppose 
that man will recollect one-third part of what y’ou told him 
to say, I xiresume.” “ Indeed I can,” replied my friend ; 
“ he will not only deliver every word I bid him, but will 
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embellish from his own bend.” And ibis was actually the 
case. Ho also showed me atioUicr instance of their sagacity 
by ordering a man to go to a lady in the neighbourhood with 
a message which, although in plausible language, amounted 
to nothing. The slave, who listened with the utmost atten- 
tion, the moment Mr. Richards ceased speaking, with a smile 
upon his countenance, said, “ Cin Mnasa, you give me basket 
for fetch water,” than which nothing could bo more ex- 
pressive. 

Our stylo of living was very different from that of Kingston 
or Spanish To^vn. Instead of the splendidly covered table of 
those places our daily faro was fish, a single joint of meat, 
and a pudding, sometimes poultry instead of meat, but all 
being of the Ijcst I thought such dinners far preferable to 
the perpetual round of many courses. The only thing 
that annoyed mo was the bread, which I observed was 
full of black species, and upon more minutely examining the 
cause ascertained those specks to bo insects that were baked 
in the loaves and rolls. I therefore picked out os many ns 
I could, laying them by the side of my plate, which drew 
Mr. Richards’s attention, and ho said, " What do you do 
that for ? it is only weevils ” (an insect that breeds in 
flour or bread long kept in hot countries, with which sea 
biscuit frequently abounds). I answered, ” That might bo, 
but I could not bring myself to swallow them 1 ” 

As Wo kept early hours at night wo generally arose with 
the sun, riding to some ono of the neighbours to breakfast, 
after which five hours wore occupied in the cane pieces, 
the curing house and distillery, so that I might soon have 
completely qualified myself for the cnvtahle oiTico of a 
negro driver, as the inferior ovcrscors are called, but 
I happened not to have any turn that way, and al- 
though at first much amused by inspecting the processes of 
sugar and rum making and hearing learned dissertations 
upon every branch of a planter’s business I soon tired of it, 
leaving my host to proceed alono to his daily avocation, 
whilst I contented myself riding about the most romantic 
country in the world, or amusing myself in observing the 
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mih*. hut <»n th*- jiinth thr wind wmt a ruujdi* of ]>o5ntfl 
inorr favourahly and ih<* paim-d hrr xh- limit ion, from winch 
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j-hf could not {?»<t to the cnjdward at all ; it wn‘5 all the tiiin? 
hlowitif’ po ptrnjif.' ph*' could only carry douhlc-n'cfcd topsails. 

At the t*nd of »-ipht<‘Pn days wc tool: our depart tiro from 
Kt, MnryV, with which J hud Ix en {rreatly dcliuhtx'd, th« 
pIuvcp nrcomprniyinp us runniiip hy the sitle of the ])hneton, 
hut without any of the exprepsiona of joy they hud ahown 
on our aiiproncli. When we hud potie about two miles Mr. 
iliehards pt/ipped, and, hiddinp them “ Oood-hye," desiix*d 
them to return home, which ortler they instantly obeyed, 
many of them eryinp out in their broken Knplish, “ CJood- 
hye, Maiipu ! ftod save Massa and I'end him soon again to 
poor negro man." 

Having driven the longest half, or ahnut one and twenty 
miles, we stopped at a pretty penn to hmakfast, whore tho 
owner gave i«i some well-mado Jolnxny cakc.s, supposed to 
he an adulteration of Journey cakes from their being pro- 
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.pared in a few minutes. We then mounted ojir nags, reach- 
ing Kingston to a late dinner. T tiierc rc.siinied my former 
mode of Jiving, passing my time veiy' jjJeasantl}’ in the 
society of agreeable persons of botli sexes. 

Captain Surman, on my return to town, called upon me 
to say he Imped if I remained at Jamaica until the New 
ShorAam should depart on her return to Europe that I 
would occupy my old cabin on board, which, and with 
truth, I assured him I should be happy to do. He at the 
same time gave me an invitation to Old Harbour (about 
thirty-five miles from Kingston), where his shijj was receiving 
her cargo of sugar, for the 17th of March, St. Patrick’s Day, 
when he was to have several friends to dine on board the 
New ShoreJiam, and celebrate the nativity of their tutelar 
saint. 

On the 16th young Bonyngc conveyed Captain Surman 
and mjTself to his father’s, which was in the road to Old 
Harbour and only sis miles from it. Here wo were to re- 
main until St. Patrick’s Day, and on that morning proceed 
on board. Three other gentlemen who were to bo of the 
party were likewise at Dr. Bonjuigc’s. 

Early in the morning of the 1 7th the partj' assembled 
on board the New ShoreJiain, where due honour was paid 
to the memory of St. Paddy. The old Doctor (Bonjuige) 
was particularly gay and elated, protesting he would not 
quit the ship until an equal sacrifice at the shrine of Bacchus 
had been offered to Shela, Paddy’s uife, according to 
the laudable custom observed in Old Ireland. “ And by 
my faith and troth we will celebrate her as she deserves.” 
This jolly proposal was carried by acclamation. The whole 
party slept on board, and the following day “ took a hair 
of the same dog,” after which we went back to Bushy Park 
and from thence to Kingston, where I found Mr. Richards 
within an hour of departure for Spanish Town, to which 
he insisted upon my accompanying him, as he intended to 
proceed from thence to the north side, which I must see, 
as he was clear I should be as much pleased with the beauties 
of that part as I had been with St. Hilary’s. 
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After a few niorrj’ daj's with his friends at Spanish Town 
we sot out for his estat/O in St. Ann’s on horsebaek. After 
riding about eight miles we reaehed a part of the eountry 
more magnificently and awfully grand than I had ever 
before seen, which drew from mo expressions of rapturous 
surprize, •nith which Mr. Richards seemed highly pleased. 
Ho told me it was called sixlccn-milc walk, and was un- 
doubtedly the masterpiece of nature. He said ho had 
forborne to sa}'’ a syllable about its beauties in order to 
let them biurst upon mo without any previous notice or 
raising my expectation respecting it. 

The road is admirably good, passing between prodigious 
rocks and mountains, so lofty and so close to each other in 
many parts as to obscure the sun and render it almost like 
twilight, the sides of both mountains and roclcs being 
entirely covered by a variety of beautiful trees, some of 
immense size. At intervals, through openings at the sum- 
mit, large bodies of water came foaming and dashing down 
from point to point, making a noise equal to thunder, at 
the bottom forming a clear and transparent spring that runs 
■with great velocity close to the edge of the road. At no 
time is it possible to see more than half a mile before you, 
the road going by a very acute angle round a bluff and per- 
pendicular rock of tremendous height. Now and then a 
small chasm affords for a moment a more distant view, which 
increases the novelty of the scene. 

When at the end of this terrestrial paradise we began to 
ascend a prodigious mountain, one of a range that nms 
directly across the centre of the Island. Upon reaching 
the top the prospect was beautiful and grand beyond 
imagination in every direction, especially towards another 
range of stupendous mountains extending from the north- 
east to the south-west called the Blue Mountains, from 
constantly bearing a tinge of that colour. 

In all my travels through the four quarters of the world 
[ have never beheld any scenes equal to those in this al- 
together beautiful Island, and in my opinion no time could 
be better or more pleasantly employed than in making a 
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voyage to Jamaica for the solo purpose of viewing and 
admiring its various and incomparable natural beauties. 

In order to indulge me wath every now view, Mr. Richards 
made many halts for half an hour at a time, from which 
cause the day was far advanced when wo got io the bottom 
of the mountain to an inn, the only one I saw' out of Kings- 
ton or Spanish Town. Hero we procured a tolerable dinner, 
and being both soracw'hat fatigued from the journey and 
remaining so long exposed to the fierce rays of a burning 
sun, Mr. Richards resolved to stay the night. 

At daylight the followng morning we got into the phaeton 
and reached his house to a late brcalcfost. Tlris mansion 
was very superior to the one at the cast end, being of the 
best masonry, built in the modem style of arclutccture, and 
had the advantage of two stories. The furniture w’as neat 
and handsome. Mr. Richards told mo it had been planned 
and erected under the particular direction of lus first lady, 
who, from her partiality to the spot, resided there the 
greater part of the year. In other respects, too, it differed 
from St. Mary’s by standing low, at the very edge of the siud 
which broke upon a gradually sloping beach of fine hard 
sand. 

From the rooms in which we brcalcfasted and dined we 
could see the people catching the fish of many sorts, all 
excellent, with which the table was supplied. The windows 
of my bed-chamber, which was on the upper floor, looked 
inland over a delightful plain several miles in extent, the 
whole covered with the richest verdure and many fine cane 
plantations. Adjoining the house was a spacious and admir- 
able garden, both kitchen and pleasure, so well laid out that 
it would not have disgraced a gentleman’s seat in England. 
There not being any other resident within a dozen miles 
we had no society, notwithstanding which time never hung 
heavily. The mornings were spent rambling amongst the 
fields and the works, occasionally hunting and shooting. 
During dinner we drank three or four glasses of Madeira 
and, after it, a bottle of claret between us, then walked 
in the garden or amused ourselves at a capital billiard- 
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instant of our arrival tho most melancholy and piercing 
cries met our cars, sounding like tliat of a female. Upon 
advancing to tho inner yard we beheld a wretched girl, 
apparently not more than sixteen years of age, tied by her 
wrists to a stake whilst a stout negro man was flogging her 
with such severity that every lash tore away the flesh from 
the back of tho miserable victim. An ill-looking savage 
of a European was looking on, desiring tho man to strike 
harder. M3' blood boiled with indignation at the sight, and 
I would gladl}* have put tho fellow to death upon the 
spot. 

Mr. Richards instantl3'’ ordered tho flogger to cease and 
the girl to bo released, an order no negro would venture to 
execute, but, another European coming up, did ns Mr. 
Richards desired. M3' companion then in glowng language 
reproached the overseer with his brutality, asking what 
offence tho •u'rctehed child could have committed to call 
for such inhuman butchery. Tlio scoundrel, with a con- 
temptuous sneer, replied it was no matter what the offence 
was, that he was the best judge how liis slaves were to be 
managed. Sir. Richards then addressed the other Eiuopcan, 
a young man about two and twenty, asking if he Imcw the 
crime that had occasioned such murderous conduct, where- 
upon the overseer insolentl3* said, “ If 5-011 presume to answer 
a single question, or say one w'ord without m3’ permission, 
Charles, I’ll make it the worst job of 3’our life. You know 
me, Charles, and, believe me, you shall bittcrl3', most 
bitterl3’, repent it.” 

This was too much for even the mild temper of Mr. 
Richards to submit to. With far more warmth than I had 
ever seen him assume, he said to the overseer, “ You horrid 
scoundrel, who are a disgrace to the name of man. I am 
determined from this moment 3-our tyTann3’ shall cease, 
nor shall you remain another da3' upon tliis plantation.” 
“ Shan’t I ? ” impertinently retorted the fellow, “ and arc 
you the man to displace me ? Pray, Mr. Champion, by 
what authority ’ ” “ By my own as a magistrate,” said 

Richards, “ and I now tell 3'ou that if in two hours 
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you nro lo hr found 1 will pond you oft to Sp.iuiplt Town in 
iron;:.*' 

Tlio vill.'xiii, Jlndinr. Mr. Kioimrdfl thus doforminod, 
lowcM'd hi« tono. Jlo oli.-onvd llmt nil Iho nornunt.’^ of (he 
OF(n(/! wori' un;:'. (tied .nnd no j'''n:on luit hiiU;-'olf rompotent 
(o nrmnco them projvrly, ho.'-idos wlnoh hi' ninnc wns rc- 
pponrihlo (o lii;: otnploycr for ovoiy guinon diphurvcd or 
reooivc-d. 'J’o (hif Mr. I'jrh.'ird.'s pnid ito cnrt'd not nhout 
rr.*:pon.cihiIily — (hen* he phould not rcninin let (he con.<:c- 
quenee he whnt it tnigld, ndding, “ My hrodier hnn nlrcady 
FtifTrn''d (oo much hy jilnring mufidnuee iti ho infnmou.H n 
fellow a.>: yoTi no*. Ah (n yt»ur arcntnilH, I will, nf(er the}' 
have undergone (he inont rerupulouH examinalioti hy me, 
Fettle (hem, for which juirpope 1 th-fure you will .'’.((end with 
all (he pai>erp and vouchern at my Iiou.ho at Spanish I’own 
this day weeh, when I phall be (hen*." I'lie man then for 
a short time Itecame a*: abject and submisHivc ns ho had 
previously been insolent and haughty, but finding his 
servility was no( likely to operate in his favour, and (hat 
Mr. Richnrd.s continued inflexible and firm in his determina- 
tion, ho rc.sumcd hi.s natural character, once more became 
excessively impertinent-, u.sing the most scurrilous language, 
and swearing and bln,spheraing in a manner I never before 
heard, vo%\ing ho would have full revenge. Ho finished by 
threatening Jlr. Richards ■u'ith a variety of prosecutions, 
that he had property of his own upon tho promises to tho 
amount in value of at least five thousand pounds, for every 
shilling of which he would attack him, and having recovered 
his money he would next have his heart’s blood. From tho 
appearance and conduct of tho fellow I really began to 
apprehend ho would proceed to some personal violence. 

By this time tho other Europeans employed, four in num- 
ber, were all assembled around us, and as I conchided they 
would support their leader as head overseer and manager I 
thought our situation critical and alarming. Upon that 
head, however, my mind was soon set at case by tho young 
man wo had first seen saying to Mr. Richards, “ Indeed, 
Sir, it is high time the tyranny and ferocity of this man 
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Bhould be put a stop to. 3 f it is not I am sure within three 
months there will not be a single slave left alive.” The 
moment these words were uttered, the overseer became 
mad with rage. He flew upon the young man like a tiger, 
seized him by the throat and would soon have strangled 
him. Seeing the danger I made a blow at him with the butt 
end of a heavy horse whip which I had in my hand. Fortu- 
nately, it took place upon the side of his head, which gushed 
out with blood, and he fell, apparently dead as a stone. I 
certainly thought 1 had put an end to his mortal career. 
The standers-by, both black and white, seeing him do'wn, 
immediately bound him hand and foot, ninning a pole 
between the cords with which he was pinioned, exactly as 
I have seen practiced for carrying hogs, and thus they bore 
him off to his house. 

One of the Europeans returning soon after to us, I feared 
he was come to announce the man’s death, and asked the 
question, to which I was answered, “Dead, Sir ! Lord love 
you no, not he. No, no, the rascal is not so easily killed, or 
he would have met the fate he deserves over and over again. 
A bit of plaster will soon set bis damned skull to rights. 
In an hour or tw’o he wU be as ripe for mischief as ever.” 
I was not sorry to find I was not doomed to be his execu- 
tioner. 

Mr. Richards then dispatched a messenger to summon 
a party of the military who are stationed all over the Island, 
at about four leagues apart. Luckily, one of the posts was 
within two miles of his house. We then went up to the un- 
happy object who had been so barbarously treated, whom we 
found in so languid a state as to apprehend that her life was 
in danger. Mr. Richards caused her to be immediately con- 
veyed to the house and there laid upon a couch. A cordial 
draught somewhat restored her, when her cruelly lacerated 
back and other parts of her body were dressed, and we left 
her to repose. We were informed by the other Europeans 
that the only cause of such punishment was her refusing to 
gratify the lustful wishes of the overseer, whose conduct 
was rendered still more reprehensible from his knowing that 
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the poor cronlxirc wns pnfTcring under n violent, fever nt tho 
time ho inflicted the whipping. 

At two in the afternoon n p.irtj’ of tho niilifnry nrrived, 
into whoso charge the. brute was delivered, tho corporal 
commanding being directed to conduct him to Kingston and 
there deposit him in prison, for w’hich purpose Mr. Richards 
gave his warrant as a magi.stratc. We Bubscqucntlj’ learnt 
that the villain in the commencement of hi.s march was so 
obstreperous they were obliged to handcuff him and bind 
Ids arms back with cords, when he had nothing left for it 
but abuse, which he dealt out most abundantlj'. 

On the second night of his journoj' he made a desperate 
attempt to escape, which cost him his life. The partj' 
having stopped for the night, all but one, who stood to 
watch the prisoner, laj’ down to sleep. The fellow himself 
also pretended to be asleep, making a noise in imitation of 
snoring. His plan so far succeeded that the sentry, having 
no suspicion of his intention, laid his musket down, seating 
himself upon tho side of the bank under which tho rest were 
sleeping, where ho soon began to nod. Tho prisoner per- 
ceived this, and softly raising himself from tho groimd 
made a blow at the soldier with his irons, so effectual that 
tho cross-bar fractured tho poor man’s skull. Tho noiso of 
his fall, however, awakened his comrades, who, jumping up 
and seeing tho prisoner running off, they all as fast as they 
could presented their pieces and fired. I’wo of tho shots took 
effect, ono striking the backbone, of which wound tho 
horrible villain languished for threo wcclts and then died, 
thus cheating the gallows of its due. Tho wounded soldier 
happily recovered. 

The same hour that this wrotch was sent off tho estate 
innumerable complaints of his atrocities wore made, where- 
upon Mr. Richards issued a proclamation assuring the 
slaves that they would no more bo treated with severity. 
On tho contrary, that they should meet with every en- 
couragement and indulgence, recommending them therefore 
to leave off dirl eating. 

It is no less singular than true that the miserable Africans 
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employed to exdtivato our West India Islands were driven 
by despair, more especially from harsh and cruel treat- 
ment to destroy themselves by eating the earth, a small 
quantity of xvliich they swallow daily. This gradually rc- 
duees tliem, finally eausing death ns ecrtainly as the most 
potent poison, I saw several so weak and ill from this 
praetiee they eould scarcely drag one leg after the other, 
xvith countenances inexpressibly melancholy and ghastly. 
Wo found that upwards of two hundred of the unhappy 
men belonging to Mr. Fitzherbert Richards had thus 
destroyed themselves, to the enormous loss of six thousand 
pounds. 

Mr. Richards having settled all matters for the future 
good management of liis brother’s estate, and .sent for a 
new overseer, in whose integrit}’ and abilities he could 
confide, we, on the 24th of March, left St. Ann’s on our 
return to Spanish Toxvn, retracing the same enchanting 
ground wo had before passed. Upon nrri%'ing at Mr. 
Richards’s I found a letter from my father in answer to 
the one I had •xvritton him, positively prohibiting me from 
returning to England, insisting upon my getting employ- 
ment in an Attorney’s ofiice, the salarj’ from which must 
support me, and to wait with patience until I could get 
admitted to practise for myself ; that should I, in defiance 
of his strict injunctions to the contrary, quit Jamaica as 
I had done the East Indies I might provide for myself, 
as he would have nothing more to say or do uith or 
about me. 

My pride could ill brook the idea of settling down as a 
hackney xvritor in a place where from the day of my arrival I 
had lived in splendour, keeping company with all the first 
people of the Island, nay, I pronounced it utterly impossible so 
to do. I mentioned the purport of this letter to Mr. Richards, 
at the same time observing I had made up my mind on the 
subject. He expressed his surprize that my father should 
desire me to stay after the communication that had been 
made to him, giving it as his decided opinion that were I 
to comply it would cost him {my father) at least two hun- 
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clrcd a year lo mainlaiti mo. IFo therefore ilioughi me 
right in nij* determination to return. 

1 went to Kingston the beginning of April, where I passed 
n week of dissipation with young Bonyngc and his gay 
associates. Captain Surman called upon mo to say he 
hoped his ship would be quite readj’ in a fortnight, for 
wliicb purpose ho was labouring bard, and hoped to sail 
under convoy, report sajnng the Americans had a number 
of privateers out to intercept oiu: West Indiamcn. He re- 
quested I would bo at Old Harbour by the 17th at the 
latest. 

On the 4th I once more accompanied Mr. Richards to 
St. MaryV, where wo remained only two days and then 
rctouiied to ICingston. On the 7th Captain Surman came 
to take leave of Mr. Richards, intending to leave town 
Bnally that afternoon. 

Young Bonynge insisted upon my passing the last few 
days with his father and him, fixing upon the 12th to con- 
vey me to Bushy Park. The interval was occupied in pay- 
ing my respects to the many families and individuals both 
in Kingston and Spanish Town, from whom I had received 
the utmost hospitality and kindness. My name with a 
notice of my intention to embark for England in the New 
Shordiam had, according to the custom of the place, been 
stuck up for eight days at the Town Hall, Court House, and 
Church, without which ceremony and a certificate from the 
Provost Marshal, no Commander can receive a passenger 
on board his ship. This practice was adopted to prevent 
persons clandestinely leaving Jamaica after having run in 
debt with everybody who would trust them, and taken up 
goods from the merchants, as had often been done to the* 
ruin of many industrious, honest men. 

The day previous to that fixed for my departure I was 
agreeably surprized by a visit from my yoimg Streatham 
companion, Lewis, who only arrived the preceding evening. 
We spent the remainder of the day together very pleasantly, 
talking over old scenes and past times. 

After a cordial farewell to Mr. Richards, on the lOth of 
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April, 1770, I got into Bonyngc’n phncton, \yho drove mo 
down to lii.H fatlicr’n, which we renohed jiiHt in lime for 
dinner. The iJoctor expressed himfwlf with uncommon 
civility, and, w his Hon observed, seemed really glad to see 
me, wliieh v/ao not often the cane with his guests. I re- 
mained v/ith him till the evening of the ICth, when I pro- 
wjcded to Old ITarbour, where I stopped at a miHcrable hole 
of a house, although dignified with the name of “ Inn,” 
where I found my Commander and a Captain Dobbins, who 
wiuj going passenger with him. Captain Surman said he 
hoped to sail the following day aJi he only waited for thirty 
hogsheads of sugar from Savanna, which he expected every 
moment. Having been introduced to Captain Dobbins, he 
1/old me he had boon upwards of sixteen years in the Wc.st 
Indies, the greater part of which he was in the HCth Regi- 
ment of Foot and latterly luid a company in that fine corps. 

The next morning T arose Iwjforo the sun, but found 
Captain Dolibirm already up. Wo amused onrsclvca in 
gathering shaddoclts fresh from the trees to send on hoard 
for the voyage, also in preparing eggs by dipping them 
in melted fat and placing them in Jfcgs of flour, both wlu’ch 
processes hescemed quitcatt /art with, and they did him credit, 
keeping admirably well the whole voyage. He appeared to 
bo a good-humoured, ebeerful man, but jw I soon discovered 
had a great propensity to the marvellous. In the evening 
of the 17th v/c sailed, and off the west end of the Island 
joined two other liomcward-bound ships, both of which, 
being better goers than wo were, left us in a few hours. 
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jimn:wAUi> iioknd 

I LKI-'T tlfnn.'ijc.'i witli rciii>.i<lfra1ilc rcftn't, f*»r indcprndont 
. of it--. Ivini; tlic finr-t country 1 ever l*rh«*lcl, the extra- 
or(!in:uy cjvilitic* niul n'-t« of hiniinf -s I cxpcrictUTcI from 
many of it.! inhabitant.*; claimed my warmf.*'! ftratitiuh*. 
'riw climat'C ajrn'cd with mo jx*rfoctly. During a n'.':iih*nco 
of near five month*; 1 livi-d oxln<nu*ly fn*!* in pt»int of win«* 
and l;<>pt late lutun;, <*xpo^od }ny.*-’t*If to the* hcata and 
damp;; and all the auddon changes pn'valont- Ihoro, yet 
never had the slightest attack of fever or any malady what- 
ev<‘r hoyond headache, which pain I wa.*; suhjcct to in every 
climate. I am then*foro hound to pjX'ak well of .Tamaica. 

When olT the Inland of Cuba 1 exj»n*.*vsed a wish to see 
the famou.s fortre,>;,s at the Havannah, against which our 
Navy and Army ha*l been so Huccessful several years before, 
whereupon Captain Surman good-natun.‘dIy hauled in for 
the latid and ran so near that several shot were fired at us 
from the difTer(*nt batteries wc pn.ssed. I''ortunatoIy none 
struck us, though within a few yards of doing .so. WJnlst 
running along tliLs co.nst, canoes came off to u.s with turtle, 
different fruits, and turtles’ eggs, made up in the form of 
Bologna sausage.s with spices, &c. Tlioy were liighlj' 
smoked and proved an excellent relish. 

Tljerc w’crc no other passengers on board t.ho New Shore- 
ham than Captain Dobbins and myself, except a fine little 
boy of about nine years of age, son of a ‘gentleman of large 
fortune, wlio was going to England to be educated. This 
little fellow had a voracious appetite, eating more than 
two of us at table. Captain Dobbins took delight in cram- 
ming him until ho could not swallow another morsel. At 

na 
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one of iheno faij)cral)undaut inonls, liia frioncl contimilng to 
nupjjly Ill's plalo, tlie boy wnn obliged fo give out, snying in 
tlio true Cionlian stylo and language, " No ! nio no can yam 
more, ntia'w Billy have no full, if iny yarn any more mo Bhall 
pop ! ” 

Having onl/orcd tho Gulf of Florida, we experienced a 
current do rapid aa to iset u.d from fifty to Rcvcnty-fivc miles 
to the nortliward ever}' twenty-four hours, which ap- 
peared tho more extraordinary as tho wind blow strong from 
tho north, tlicrchy raising a high, ohort, and difingrccahlo 
nea, which tumbled us about sadly. Wo had Bcarcely cleared 
tho gulf when a violent r.torm arose, in tho commencement 
of which wo Haw at a distance tho two ships that had run 
from us off tho west end of Jamaica. Tho galo increased so 
much at night wo wore obliged to lay to under bare polc.s, 
and tho wnd blowing dead on shore, wo began to bo under 
some approhonsion.s. At daylight tho other two ships that 
had been to leeward had made so much bettor weather of it 
than wo did that they wore four miles to windward of us. 
This inorcased our alarm. 

Tho third morning tho sliip suddenly sprung so dangerous 
a leak as to make it necessary to keep tho pumps constantly 
going, and oven then tho wator gained so fast that Captain 
Surman told us there was no alternative or chance of preser- 
vation but by boating up and endeavouring to make the 
port of Charles Town in iSouth Carolina, which, by reckon- 
ing, was directly under our lee. Wo accordingly sot our fore- 
sail, running for tho land, wliioh wo saw close to us at three 
in tho afternoon, before sunsot got a pilot on board, and by 
dark came to an anchor off tho town. 

Several armed boats came alongside, tho officers from 
vhich told us our ship would certainly be made a prize of, 
as war was declared and they had many frigates out. 
Captain Surman, upon hearing this, immediately addressed 
a memorial to tho Governor, stating that an act of Providence 
had sent him into port for tho preservation of tho lives of 
those on board ; ho therefore trusted ho should bo allowed 
to refit and depart. This document Captain Surman read 
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to mo for my opinion previous to sending it, observing at 
the same time I must make uj) my mind to becoming a 
prisoner, os he u’os convinced no ndvantago would arise 
from bis statement, the Americans in general, especially 
those of the southern provin®J3, being the basest and most 
unprincipled people under the sun. Upon this occasion, 
however, he did them injustice, the answer to his memorial 
being extremely liberal. It stated that Americans warred 
not with Providence, that the elements having forced the 
New ShoreJiam into their harbour they scorned to inereosc 
our misfortune by using a right thej' were entitled to, and 
therefore every relief and assistance witliin their power 
should be afforded, and permission to depart when repaired 
to a distance of twenty leagues from' their coast without 
molestation. 

In consequence of this handsome determination carpenters 
and other artiffeers were sent on board, the leak found and 
stopped. In three days the ship was reported fit to proceed, 
and an order was forthwith sent on board for us to put to sea 
within twelve hours, a pilot attending to conduct us out. 
Neither Captain Dobbins nor myself were permitted to go 
on shore during our short stay, but we daily received an 
ample supply of fresh provisions, fruits, vegetables, and 
bread from the town. Having passed the bar we stood away 
with a fine fresh breeze. We afterwards heard that the 
two ships that sailed with us from Jamaica were both cap- 
tured by an American privateer that fell in with them a few 
hours after we saw them in the gale. 

Before we had been a week at sea the leak broke out 
afresh, not much to the credit of the Carolina workmen, 
and bad weather coming on it increased so quickly as to 
keep one pump at work night and day. The rain made 
things extremely disagreeable as owing to the necessity of 
keeping everything close shut the steam from the sugar 
in the hold turned every article in our cabins of the colom' 
of lead, and caused, too, a most offensive smell ; but not- 
withstanding this state of the ship a branch of an Arabian 
jessamine that was tied up to the deck between the beams 
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in l.ho gront. cabin continued blossoming nnd bursting into ‘ 
beautiful flower the whole voyage, and arrived ~nt liondon 
in iho most perfect vigour and condition. This is a very 
extraordinary plant, tho produco of Jamaica for many 
years back, but said to have come originally from Arabia. 
Its height when full grown is from forty to fifty feet, •with 
a great spread of branches. Tho flower, which is a bright 
red, is uncommonlj’ rich, 3'ielding a strong aromatic scent, 
and is in full beauty before a single loaf makes its appear- 
ance. It is a hardj' plant ; tho piece I am speaking of I saw 
Captain Surnian tear off tho tree, chuck it into the boat 
and send it off to tho ship just ns if it had been to burn, 
udthout t.ho least caro or attention, nor was nn5’thing dono 
to it during tho passage, j'ct no part of it seemed nt nil dry 
or docaj’cd. 

Cni)tnin Dobbins, who was n strong, robust man, proved 
n useful hand at the pump, where every soul on board, in- 
cluding oven tho Commander, took his spell in turn, except 
that wo passengers wore not summoned to it during the 
night. Jerrj' Griflin one morning finding more time elapse 
ore tho water came than ho thought ought to bo, exclaimed, 

“ Damn my oj^os 1 if this pump' does not put mo in mind of 
my grandmother.” ” How so, boatswain ? ” enquired 
Captain SurmaTi, who was standing by. “ Why, too old to 
suck,” replied Jony. 

It continued to blow hard, but, fortunatclj’', from tho 
north-west, which Avas nearly right aft. Not a day passed 
without Bomotliing giving way, such ns tacks, sheets, hal- 
liards or braces, which made tho demand for cordage so 
frequent that at last wo had not a single fathom loft. On 
tho banks of Newfoundland tho weather was horribly bad, 
and, notwithstanding .a sovoro galo of wind, there was so 
thick n fog avo could not see tho length of tho ship. Tins I 
Avas told is pcouliar to that part of tho AA’orld. 

On tho 12th of Juno at dajdight a largo fleet was soon 
right ahead, lajung to, Avhioh, ns avo appronehed, AA'oro 
asoortained to bo mon-of-AA’ar and transports. At eight one 
of tho frigates spoke ais, saying they wore bound to America 
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with troops and stores, had been eight days from Cork, for 
five of which they had laid to in tho same gale that was 
then blowing. They also gave ns tho bearings of Cape Clear, 
distant as the}' supposed forty-five leagues. As this corre- 
sponded exactly with our ship’s reckoning. Captain Surman 
stood on with confidence, Icnowing that one hundred and 
thirty-five miles would allow us a fair run for thirty hours. 
It had always been a practice of his, when wind and w’eather 
permitted, to run up mid-Channel until abreast of the Isle 
of Wight, wdiich w’as the first land he made, unless ho hap- 
pened to see Guernsey, wliich ho told us w'e most likely 
shoxild have a view of by noon the following day. 

From the time of Mr. Scott’s death, as already stated, 
Jerry Griflin, tho boatswain, had taken tho command of a 
watch in his stead. The night of tho day on wliich the 
frigate spoke us he relieved the second mate at midnight, 
when he observed to him there was a great change in tho 
sea, which was become much smoother although the wind 
had not decreased. Ho therefore supposed wc must be well 
up Channel. This the mate did not think possible. Jeriy 
commenced his usual walk, keeping a good look out. We 
were then nmning before the wind under double-reefed top- 
sails, tho top-gallant masts and yards being down upon 
deck. Ho soon observed a black object upon tho horizon, 
which at first he imagined to bo a cloud,' but seeing it 
stationary ho then supposed it a ship. In about an hour it 
had sc much increased in size that he became alarmed and 
called the mate, who could not discern anytliing. But as 
the men upon deck all saw it and pronounced it land, he 
went to tho Captain’s cabin and awakened him, telling him 
we were near some land, whereupon Captain Surman jumped 
up, and so did I, having heard him called. 

The moment the Captain got upon deck, ho cried out, 
“ Zounds ! it is the Island of Guernsey. Here’s the Casket 
lights -within half a mile of us, and we shall certainly be 
upon the rocks.” All hands were instantly summoned, the 
yards braced up and the ship brought upon a -wind. In 
less than an hour the day broke, when to our surprize and 



68 MEMOIRS OF imLTAM HICIiEY 

terror we beheld the black and terrific atonj' side of Guernsey, 
with n most tremendous sea brealdng over the rocks almost 
around us, some of them being within a few hundred yards. 
I thought nothing could save us ! Providence, however, 
preserved us from dcstiuction and wo cleared every danger, 
passing so close to one set of breakers that I could have 
jumped upon them. It was a trul 3 ’ terrific and av/ful scene. 
By five in the morning wo were well out to sea again, and 
tlic wind fell considerably. Wo therefore once more stood 
our course up Channel ; bj' noon it became quite moderate 
and turned to a beautiful summer daj’. 

At sunset we saw the Isle of Wight, and a number of 
ships standing in different directions ; at daj'light of the 
14th saw the South Foreland, and at half-past five anchored 
in the Downs ; fine, clear sky, not a cloud appearing. Cap- 
tain Dobbins having proposed that we should travel together 
to London, we took leave of our good-tempered Commander, 
went on shore, and I once more entered the Hoop and 
Griffin Inn, where I ordered breakfast. Whilst it was pre- 
paring wo Avent out to stroll about the torra, and my com- 
panion in passing the larder observed a prodigious fine 
rump of beef hanging up, upon W'hich he exclaimed, “ Oh ! 
what a glorious sight. How heartily I could cat from that 
charming joint.” The landlord happening to hear him, 
said, “ Sir, the cook shall cut and dress a steak for you 
directly, if you please,” wliich offer Avas eagerly accepted. 
We then sallied forth for a quarter of an hour and returning, 
I sat me down to tea and coffee, but the admirably well- 
looking steak being brought in AAith fine oyster sauce, I 
■ could not resist the temptation, joined my messmate, and 
made a delicious meal, the slip slops going aAvay untouched. 

After this old English brealdost I went to my old friend, 
Mr. Baker’s, where a servant told me ho and family were all 
at Brightholmstone. At eleven we got into a post-chaise, 
and between foAir and five reached Rochester, putting up at 
the Crown, where Dobbins proposed staying the night. We 
made dinner and supper, walked to Chatham in the even- 
ing, and the next morning proceeded to London. 
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As black was a cbcap and good travelling dress I had put 
on a suit of mourning. Having no intention of going to my 
father’s after the letter I received from him at Jamaica until 
I had first felt my way a little, I advised Captain Dobbins, 
instead of going to a noisy inn, as ho had intended, to let 
me introduce him to Lowe’s Hotel as far preferable in every 
respect. Ho agreed and we there dined together, after which 
he went in search of his agent and I to take a sly peep at 
St. Albans Street. Calling at Davies’s mineral water ware- 
house, which was only three doors from my father’s, I was 
informed that all my family were in town, and that an 
account had just arrived of the death of my brother Henry 
at Madras, whose loss I sincerely deplored. 

Not knowing what was to become of me, or how I should 
act, it, after much cogitation, occurred to me that I had 
better consult my steady and attached friend, William 
Cane, upon the subject. I therefore immediately bent my 
steps to liis house in Berners Street, but found ho was at 
a country house at Erith in Kent. The following day, with 
a clean shirt in my pocket, I sot out for Erith, intending 
to walk the road until some return chaise overtook me. 
Thus I marched to Shooter’s Hill, when I reflected that 
should Mr. Cano’s house be full of company, my going there 
iminvited and unexpected might not be prudent. I there- 
fore resolved to alter my plan by going to Gravesend, and 
from thence to address a letter to my friend, stating the 
disagreeable situation I was in, and osldng his advice. I 
stopped at Dartford, where I dined, drank a bottle of port, 
which gave me new vigour, and then continued my pedes- 
trian journey, reaching Gravesend at seven in the evening. 
This was the longest walk I had ever taken, being full five 
and twenty miles, and I felt fatigued by it. 

The next m -rning I wrote and sent my letter, and in the 
evening received the kindest ansAver, desiring me directly 
to come to his house, where a cordial welcome awaited me, and 
that he would talk over the state of my affairs and see what 
plan would be best to adopt in future. To Erith I accord- 
ingly went, the family then consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Cane, 
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Mrs. Johnston, her mother, and one child, a bcautifol boy 
four years old. The house, although upon a small scale, 
was neat and convenient, delightfully situated upon the 
edge of the Thames, down to which IiLs garden went, his 
famous cutter which 1 have already spoken of, lajdng at 
moorings witliin a few yards of his steps, forming a very 
pretty object. 

Mr. Cano’s establishment was rather splendid than other- 
vise. He had an excellent town house in Berners Street, 
six male-servants vitliin doors — that is, his ovm man, two 
in livery, eoachman, postilion, and groom, besides which 
there were two gardeners, a helper in the stable, and four 
hands in the cutter. Ho had five beautiful carriage horses, 
with three for the saddle, a coach, post-chaise, and phaeton ; 
being somewhat of an epicure, his table was always well 
furnished, and he took special care to have the best of 
wines. He had estates of his own which yielded rather 
above tw'O thousand pounds per annum. Mrs. Cane’s fortune 
w'as thirty thousand pounds, but the match being dis- 
approved by her trustees though they could not prevent 
it as she was of age, they shackled the husband to the ut- 
most of their power, positively refusing to advance a single 
guinea. This occasioned him a temporary embarrassment, 
for as he had always lived up to the extent of his income, 
perhaps some years a little beyond, ho found a difficulty in 
raising sufficient cash to purchase equipage, plate, fruniture, 
and the numerous et ceteras indispensably requisite upon 
commencing housekeeper mth a wife and family. 

Mrs. Cane was the youngest of three daughters, their 
father leaving to each twenty-five thousand pounds, but 
as Mrs. Cane was an infant when he died her fortune accumu- 
lated to more than thirty thousand. One of her sisters 
married Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, many years one 
of the Members for Middlesex. The other wedded the 
famous Charles Yorke (brother to Lord Hardwicke), who 
for a few days was Lord Chancellor, which high office ho 
had been induced to accept by the particular and earnest 
request of the King, and that contrary to a promise made his 
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Tin: TUAGiniY or mh. vonicn 

l»ro!hcr ihrit Jn* w.-iuM rv-;j'.t nil itnporltmitir'.-s nritl lljftf no- 
lli'ni,'? {iKMilfl inihifvi him to nrr<-]>i Jhi' S'-nl-: nncln* the then 
nilmini- tr.'ition. Hr, hnwcver, lind not fnrtitudo enough 
to niJli' totul Hi'- Mnjr‘'ty';! {v-r onol entn-ntir’ nml yielded, 
doing from four! to Jxird H.nnhvirhrV to ende.'vvour to 
Jiinkc hi*; j*<-nrr, hi’ I/iol’-htp, who v,n>s r.^ther npprehenpivc 
of the ecui’ (‘qiunoe of ht^ vi’*it to .Saint .InmrKV, when he 
fr»\v hi'i hrtifhfrV cnm'.'ige drive up, went to the hend of the 
i-tain-' to meet him, Imt the fervnnt.*'. iit that moment nn- 
nounring Mr. Yorlce .in C'hnncr’llor, liis I>ordship hrustil}* 
rclunu'fi to }ii« .np.arlnient, d-’o-hing (he door in his hrotherV 
fnce mid indignantly ixfudng to ndmit him. Mr. Yorhe 
in.’-liintly went home mid rut liis (hro.at, of wliich wound he 
died two thnyi; nfter, tearing the dn’5?ings off wlien he under' 
stood there w.ns a prohahility of his recover}’. At the timo 
of his death .a piitent of jH-erage for him had been made out, 
and only awaited the aflixing of the Gn’nt Seal thereto. 

At Krith 1 was surrounded with every elegance, and 
trx’ated with respect and kindness by each individual of 
the family. We spent the first day verj' cheerfully, Mr. 
Cane forbidding anytliing relative to business. The no.vfc day 
be told me thatfron:. the disposition ho mulorstood ray father 
to he in respecting me I must not expett much, or that ho 
would even see me, adding, ** But don’t ho cast down by 
what I have said ; wo sliall bo able to strilco out something 
for you without his nssislonco, upon which point wc shall 
have Bufiicienl timo and opportunities to consult together 
during a voyage I am going upon in a few days uith some 
friends, and wJjich party you shall join.” Ho then ordered 
his ])hncton, and 1 accompanied liim therein to London, 
ordered my trunk from Lowe’s Hotel to Berners Street, and 
after purchasing a supply of readymade linen from Blunts’ 
warchou.so at Cliai’ing Cross, returned in the same carriage 
to Erith. 

On the 20th (of Juno) the company tlint were to go upon 
the cruise nssenihlcd at Mr. Cano’s, consisting of Lord George 
Gordon (who afterwards engaged so much of the public at- 
tention and was thn primary cause of the dreadful riots of 
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1780). He was then a gay, volatile and elegant young man, 
of the most affable and engaging manners ; George Demp- 
ster, Esq., a Member of Parliament, and secretaiy to the 
Order of the Thistle, the badge of which he wore suspended 
to a broad green silk ribbon round liis neck ; Sir Charles 
Bingham, afterwards created Earl of Lucan ; Mr. Stephen- 
son, who had made a large fortune in the East India Com- 
pany’s service at Bombay ; Mr. Cano and myself, making 
six in number. The gentlemen above specified were all men 
of superior talents, and being of exactly the same political 
way of thinking, condemning the folly and injustice of the 
Government in endeavouring to dragoon the Amoricaas 
into unconditional submission, wc were in no danger of 
arguments or difference of opinion upon that head. 

Upon Mrs. Cane and her mother leaving the table after 
dinner, our host desired each guest to fill a bumper of 
champagne, which being complied with, be gave, “Suc- 
cess to the Americans,” a toast that was applauded by 
all present with enthasiasm, and which we daily did duo 
honour to during the lime we were out. At night we went 
on board the Henrietta, the cutter being so named in com- 
pliment to Mrs. Cane, where w’c retired to our respective 
cots. Before break of day the crow got under weigh (having 
four additional hand.s, besides a Channel pilot, for the 
voyage), standing down the river with a fine breeze at 
north-west. At seven wc passed Gravesend. 

It having been previously resolved to keep early hours, 
v/e assembled to breakfast precisely at eight o’clock, dined 
at tvr’o, and supped at nine. Lord George Gordon, hearing 
I had recently been in the West Indies, asked me a variety 
of questions relative to the state of the British Islands. He 
seemed extremely pleased ivith the account I gave of the 
refception we had experienced at Charles Town, saying 
the Ministiy ought to make a public acknowledgment of the 
liberality of the American-s upon that occasion. He then ob- 
served that he had two days before met at Ids father, the 
Duke of Gordon’s, a gcnlleman just come from America, who 
had given them a most entertaining and interesting account of 
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tho ingenious innnoiuvTcs 1 ) 3 * which he Imd saved the sfiip in 
which he was n passenger from being captured. 'J'his account 
was that in the coniinenccmcnt of the voyage ho had amu.sed 
himself b3’ painting upon paatcbonnl l.ho nioutlw of canon, 
one of which he fixed into the different ports, being eight in 
number, and so well were tho3' executed tbat any one at the 
outside mast bo deceived and tahe them for guns. After 
being ten da5*s at sen a strange sail hove in sight, which 
upon nearing them was discovered to bo an American 
privateer mounting thirt3’ guns and full of men. While the 
enemy was in chose ho dressed a dozen of the crow in old 
regimental coats, and made them, thus equipped, cxliibit 
themselves in the most conspicuous parts of tho quarter- 
deck. Ho also ordered two four-pounders that were placed 
upon tho forecastle (to use ns signals) to bo discharged, and 
put on every appearance of being determined to resist. 
Tho stratagem succeeded, tho privateer after hovering near 
tho vessel for a couple of hours, firing now and then a ran- 
dom shot, having sheered off. Upon presenting her stem they 
read on the tnffrail. The Washington of Charles Town. His 
Iiordship then asked me if I had heard of that ship wliilst 
at Charles Town, wliich I answered I had not. 

In tho afternoon, off the Island of Sliippey, we lay to, 
sending a boat to Sheerness for a supply of vegetables and 
bread, which having procured wo made sail again. Tho 
next morning early we saw three ships working up, one of 
which from her rigging I knew to bo my old ship, where- 
upon I observed, “ Here comes the Nev} Shoreham." Lord 
George, hearing this, earnestly exclaimed, “ The New 
Shorehaml That’s the very ship I alluded to.” “Then, 
my Lord,” said I, laughing, “ the ingenious contriver of her 
escape must have been Captain Dobbins, for we had no 
other passenger.” “ Assuredly it was,” said his Lordship, 
“ and it is odd you did not notice the circumstance when I 
mentioned the privateer’s name.” “It would have been 
still more extraordinary if I had,” was my reply, “not 
having seen or heard of any such privateer until spoken of 
by your Lordship.” “ You astonish me,” said he. “ What 
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in God’s name could have led the man to tcU so strange 
and so wanton a falsehood, or to humbug my father and mo 
mth his idle invention ? ” The only way I could at all 
account for it was “ his propensity to fiction,” but in 
justice to my poor shipmate’s good nature I thought it 
right to add, that “ not one of the many marvellous anec- 
dotes ho had favoured me with ever tended to the injury 
of any human creature. In all he was ‘ himself the hero 
of each little talc.’ ” “ Upon my word,” observed Lord 

George, “ this is the most ridiculous circumstance I ever 
heard of, and pray did nothing occur to give him the idea 
of such a story ? ” “ Nothing,” said I. “ Wo saw no 

privateer, nor any sail wliatcver until near England, neither 
had the New Shorcliam a single port, ns you may perceive, 
or the sign of a gun on board, nor do I believe Captain 
Dobbins had a second regimental, coat in his wardrobe.” 
Wo then had a hearty laugh at the man’s folly, Mr. Demp- 
ster remarldng how very singular the discovery of it had 
been! Lord George could talk of nothing else for some 
time, protesting ho would inform the Duke of the pro- 
pensity his friend had. 

In the evening wo entered Margate pier, where wo landed, 
attended the Rooms, supped, and returned on board to 
sleep, the people directly warping out and bending their 
course towards Boulogne, off wdiich port wo found our- 
selves upon rising in the morning. The tide being out wo 
came to an anchor, stepping into our yawl to row on shore, 
but when within thirty yards of the harbour she grounded. 
A dozen flat-bottomed boats then approached, from whence 
issued a parcel of Amazonian fish women with their petti- 
coats rolled close up, their whole thighs being bare. These 
masculine creatures seized hold of us, lifting us, whether 
wo would or not, out of the yawl, and carried us in their- 
arms to the land, a smart contest, in which several of them 
lay sprawling in the sea, taking place who should secure the 
prey. 

Upon reaching terra firma we immediately proceeded 
to the house of Messrs. Meriton and Smith, eminent English 
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wino xtiorclinnf/?, wlio carried on n prodigioiin trndo in that 
tovm. Ikir. Smith, who wns well acquainted wth Mr. Cano 
and Mr. Dempster, received us ■with true hospitality. After 
having sacrificed freely at the shrine of Bacchus, Lord 
George Gordon proposed a dash off to Paris for a couple of 
dajT!, which being agreed to three witurcs were sent for to 
bo at the door at dn 3 'brcnk the next morning, when the 
whole partj’ set off, and early on the third day entered the 
French capital, driving to a handsome hotel in Rue St 
Sauveur. 

The general appearonco of the city by no means answered 
mj’ expectation or the opinion I had formed of the far- 
famed Paris. It, however, certainly contains a number of 
magnificent public edifices. 

2Ir. Cano and I went to visit l^Icssicurs Panebaud, two 
brothers who carried on the business of bankers, and with 
whom I had become acquainted at my father’s in London, 
where they gencralty went once a year. They invited our 
party to dinner the next day, giving us a very cheerful 
“ Fairo Fete.” Wo there met several of the noblesse, most 
of whom accompanied us to the opera in the evening. 

The following day wo went to Versailles and saw the 
Royal Family at Chapel. Having viewed the Palace and 
Gardena wo returned to Paris, again to dine with the Pan- 
chauds, one of the guests being Major Baggs, brother to the 
Jamaica hero. He was very civil and attentive to me, and 
at night took mo to his box at the Comidie, where he intro- 
duced mo to Mr. Taaffo, an Irish gentleman of fortune, who 
told me my father was one of the oldest friends he had. 
Air. Taaffo and Major Baggs lived together. They insisted 
upon our party dining with them and gave an entertaimnent 
in princely magnificence, the wines being delicious, es- 
pecially the burgundy, of which I took a largo quantity. 

Having mode the most of our time and seen the rarities 
of Paris, we on the 28th (of June) commenced our journey 
back to Boulogne, arriving at Menton and Smith’s on the 
Ist of July, where we took another batch of his excellent 
wine, and prepared for sea, Mr. Cane sending on board .the 
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Hcnridfa a plentiful supply of champagne and claret, the 
hampers containing the same half filling the cabin. 

On the 2nd "wre sailed out of the harbour at high •?irater 
with a fine fresh breeze from the south-west, which drove us 
on at a fine rate, bending our course across the Channel 
direct for Portsmouth. When we had been about seven 
hours at sea a Custom House cutter ranged up alongside, 
one of the officers coming on board to examine our vessel. 
The man was as civil as possible, paying vast- respect to 
llr. Dempster’s ribbon and insignia of the Thistle. After 
enquiring from whence we came and whither bound, 3Ir. 
Cane invited him into the cabin, where, seeing the hampers 
arranged, he observed, “ You have laid in a good stock of 
wine. Sir.” ilr. Cane replied, “ It is nece5saT3’' as we mean 
to be out several weeks and are sis in number. Besides, 
you know it would not do to stint ourselves.” The officer 
good-humouredly agreed, sajing, “ Certainly, Sir, you are 
quite right to have enough. It is not to watch pleasure 
vessels like thrj that we are employed.” Having eat some 
cold fow’I and ham, with a tumbler of madeira, he returned 
to his cutter and stood up Channel. 

After dinner our conversation turned upon the usual 
subject — ^America, when Lord George Gordon said to 
ilr. Cane, “ I think in compliment to the worthy patriots 
of our injured Colonies upon the Continent von ongbt to call 
your cutter the Congress (the meeting of the people under 
that title having been then established). This observation 
was unanimously deemed a very proper one, and 3Ir. Cane 
determined forthwith to rechristen her. All hands instantly 
filling a hamper, we drank, “ Success to the Congress." 
Johnson, the head man or master, being summoned, was 
told she was no longer the Henrielfa, but was in future to 
be called the Congress, a bowl of punch being ordered for the 
crew thereupon. 

On the 3rd we made the Lsls of Wight and stood 
for Portsmouth Harbour with a pleasant light wind. At 
Spithead we passc-d close to an eighty-gun ship laying at 
anchor. Ail our party being upon deck, Johnson at the 
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helm, the Lieutenant on duty very civilly asked, “ Pray, 
my lad, whose cutter is that, and what’s her name ? ” 
Johnson answered readily enough to the first part, “ Squire 
Cane’s, Sir,” after which he paused, and in a hesitating 
manner added, “ The Congress" In the very’ moment he 
said so, we had shot ahead sufliciently for the Lieutenant 
to see ’* Henrietta ” upon her stem. lie therefore, naturally 
enough, conceived the man meant to be impertinent, and 
angrily said, “ Damn your blood, you impudent scoundrel, 
1 u*ish I had you here and I’d congress you. Your master 
ought not to encourage such insolence.” 

Having entered the harbour wo brought to alongside 
a hulk and went ashore to view the dock, store-houses, and 
other worlis worth attention, which occupied three hours 
very pleasantly, after which we returned to our cutter, and, 
dropping down uith the tide, got out to sea again and made 
sail. The 4th, after a fine run, we arrived at Weymouth. 
This place had been fixed upon as the extent of our trip to 
the westward, and we spent ten days at it most agreeably' in 
as good a tavern ns any in England. Our whole party sub- 
scribed to the Rooms, but my chief amusement was the 
theatre, where there were a set of very tolerable actors. 
We dined one day' with Mr. Sturt, at his elegant villa a few 
miles from the town, and another with Mr. Buxton, a great 
Russian merchant, who resided upon the highest part of 
Portland, commanding an extensive prospect of the ocean 
with ships constantly’ passing and repossing, but the want 
of trees made it, in my* opinion, look dreary ; in u’inter it 
must bo dreadfully so. 

The 15th we embarked in the Congress, reacliing Ports- 
mouth in the night of the 16th. In the morning we landed, 
and in our walk upon the sea-line met my old friend. Gam- 
bier, then an Admiral, commanding a fleet. He made us 
stay to dine with him, and while over our wine told the 
party how very ill I had behaved to him in the y’car 1766. 
Upon hearing which Lord George Gordon exclaimed, “ I 
tliink Mr. Hickey was right, and acted prudently. There 
is no encouragement nowadays in the navy to induce any 
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man to enter it ; it is all job and trick. This I know too 
well by woeful experience, having already been nine years 
a lieutenant without the least prospect of promotion.” 
This, however, was not quite candid or fair in his lord- 
ship, for having constantly opposed Government in his 
place as a Member of Parliament, making violent speeches 
against all its measures, he could not reasonably expect that 
the administration would think themselves bound to give 
him rank in his profession. 
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IJIIST AT r.ItlTII 

W K li’f{ Porl/ jiuiuth tlif ISth.r.irly in iIh' inorninp, ntul 
on the 2(ilh our pnrty Inntli il nt Krith in liiph lu-.-iKh 
nnti ritiril/-’, fuulinp Mn*. Cant' ntul family jK-rfrctU* wi-11. Tho 
amo ovcnitip lyonl flrorpc (Joril«»n nml tlic oIIut p<’nl!<.'mi*n 
)<•(«• ti«. 'J'hf following «lny Mr. Cane* took nu? to town, 
wjjt n* Ik* rnitl liur iiu" •= wottkl detnin him rttnu* tiny!?. Cnllinp 
at the* .Tcni.'-nh-m cofT«‘-hoU‘'.o, 1 thi>n* hf.artl that my old 
friend nnd t-hiitmnte, Mr. dnenh Uider, wiir? ivt timed to 
ICnpland with nn nmph' fortune, n-!'idinp in UpjHT Hnrtey 
Stn-et. I immetlintely went in rcareh of him, and found 
him in a c.apit.al pood houje, eplendidly furnished. He intro- 
duced me to his wife, whom he had married in Benpnl, by 
whom he had one child, n fine little girl then four yenrs of 
age. He reeeivt'd me with the most. afTcctionatc regard, 
said he had lately made many enquirie.s about, me in Sf. 
Albans .Stiect, and wils rorry to ree I wa*? in di.*igrncci with 
my father, who peemed greatly offended with me. " How- 
ever," added he, “ I, nnd the re.st of yotir numerou.s friends 
nnd well-wl«hen?, must, exert our influence to bring about 
a reconciliation, nnd that once effected, away with you to 
Bengal as fast as you can. In the new Court c.stnbli.shcd 
nt Calcutta, I nm certnin you will Buccccd, nature having 
intended you for the profession of the Law." 

Upon iny return to Berncra Street I told Mr. Cano what 
Rider had paid, nnd he was of the snmn opinion, promising 
me he would dircctlj* ajtjtly to all lii.s India connections re- 
specting the obtaining leave for me to go out ns nn Attorney. 
The next day he took me to visit Mr. Gregory, w’ho had 
resided for mnny years in India, where ho had acquired an 
immense fortune, and was then a director, with whom he 
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was upon the most intimnlo terms. This gentleman readily 
promised to give his interest towards promoting the object 
I had in view, observing that I ought not to think of going 
out until the spring, which would not onty seeme me a good 
passage, but make me arrive at Cnlcut.t a in the most pleasant 
and healthy season of the year. Having ascertained that 
my father was gone to Bath, I called in St. Albans Street 
to see my sisters, from whom I grieved to hear that, ho con» 
tinned inexorable respecting mo, and was resolved to 
interest himself no further about me. From my fat.her’s 
I went to Mrs. Forrest's, whom I found quite well, with all 
her lovely daughters about her. The whole family received 
mo most Idndly. Arthur was become an ensign in the 
Guards, leading a dissipated London life ; my favourite, 
Tom, was at sea. 

After passing a week in to%vn, I retiuned with hlr. Cano 
to the elegant and tranquil scenes of his retreat at Erith, 
where everything was so comfortable and so pleasing ns to 
make time glide away imperceptibly. Our mornings were 
spent in either sailing, riding on horseback or driving in 
m}’ host’s phaeton to visit the numerous friends ho had in 
the neighbourhood. The most intimate of these M*ero : 
Mr. Wheatly, Avho possessed a fine estate aboxit five miles 
from Erith ; Sir Sampson Gideon, nearly the same distance 
on an eminence between Greenwich and lYoolwich ; Mr. 
Adair, father of the Recorder of London, who inhabited an 
old hoiise in which Oliver Cromwell resided, within a mile of 
Mr. Cano’s ; Alderman Kirkman, who had Calcraft’s 
famous place at Norllcot ; hlr. Shuttloworth and hlr. 
Hussey, who lived together, also near Norfleet ; General 
Desaguliers and Lord Ferrers, who had cottages on the 
banks of the. Thames. At all these houses wo frequently 
dined in the pleasantest and most informal manner. 

Frequently Mr. Cano and I, when sitting Wc d lelc over 
om- bottle, have, upon observing a fresh wcsterlj* uind 
blowing, instantly gone on board the Congress, got under 
way, and in a few minutes been running nine or ten knots 
an hour on our way towards Boulogne. The cutter ^vas 
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kept in such a stylo that it was like moving from one splen- 
did room into another equally so. Upon embarking the 
only difference was that instead of the handsome dining 
parlour of Erith wc were in a neat cabin with the best wines 
upon a snug little table. Mr. Cane, observing that I was 
partial to champagne, always ordered a bottle to be brought 
during dinner, of which ho usually drank a couple of glasses, 
and I finished it, after which wc each took at least a bottle 
of claret, sometimes more. 

I occasionally amused myself by making sketches of the 
beautiful landscapes that met the eye in every direction 
from my host’s garden. I made two in particular, wliich 
I finished liighly in water-colours, one being Mr. Cane’s 
house and garden, &c., taken from on board the cutter, the 
other, the gunpowder magazines at Purfleet, three miles 
below Erith on the Essex shore. These drawings I presented 
to Mrs. Cane, who was so delighted with them that it in- 
duced in her a wish to acquire the art herself, and she ex- 
pressed an earnest wish that I woidd become her instructor, 
an office I readily undertook knowing the docility and genius 
of my pupil. She entered upon the business with such zeal os 
very soon to make a considerable proficiency. The evenings 
(when only the family were present) we passed in playing 
at half-crown whist, or four-handed cribbage. 

In the latter end of the month of July, a relation of 
Mr. Cane’s, Mr. Peter Wybrants, a fine young man, came 
over from Dublin for the purpose of being entered at the 
Temple, being intended for the Bar. This young gentle- 
man had chambers of his own, but spent much of bis time 
in Mr. Cane’s family, who were all sincerely attached to 
him. He therefore joined us on a party to Margate, where 
Mrs. Cane had been directed to go for the benefit of sea 
bathing. On the 31st hlrs. Cane (who never ventured 
upon the water) with her mother, Mrs. Johnson, departed 
for London, and from thence proceeded the following day 
by land to Margate. In the afternoon of the same day 
Mr. Cane, Mr. Wybrants, and myself, embarked in the 
Congress with a fresh south-west wind, reaching the place 



82 MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICICEY 

of oiir destination almost in tlio samo moment that the ladies 
did. Wo immediately wont to an oxoollont house that Mr. 
Cano had, by letter, engaged in Cooil Square, oloso to the now 
Rooms. After tliroo days’ sojourn Mr. Cano, Mr. Wybrants, 
Mr. Stephenson, whom I have already spoken of, and myself, 
sot out on an expedition to Boulogne and down Channel. 

As wo did not intend to remain many hoiurs at Boulogne, 
instead of entering the harbour, wo oamo to an nnohor out- 
side the Bar, and wont on shore in the boat, dined at Moriton 
and Smith’s, returning at night to the Congress with an 
ample supply of wines for the voyage. We immediately 
made sail, steering dircot for Boaohy Head, intending to 
visit Brighthelmstone and stay there some days. 

During oxa passage aeross the Channel it eame on to blow 
strong from the south-west ; a high sea arose, whieh made 
Mr. Stephenson so violently siek we ni)prehended his 
bursting a blood-vessel. After a most boisterous night wo 
the following day made the English eoast and soon saw 
Boaohy Hoad, distant about seven leagues, at which time it 
blow so hard wo could scarcely carry a oloso-ioofod moin- 
sail and storm-jib, the sea malcing a fair bioaoh over us 
every moment. The pilot assured us it would become much 
worse when off the pitch of the head, upon hearing which 
Mr. Stephenson bogged most earnestly that ho might bo 
put on shore, ho oared not whore, for if ho wore obliged to 
remain on board another night ho was sxuo ho should die. 
Mr. Cano thereupon dirootod the pilot to stand oloso in- 
shore in hopes of meeting with some fisliing boat. Wo 
accordingly did run for the land, and the pilot soon informed 
us wo wore off the little village of Eastbourne. A small boat 
coming alongside, the people belonging to her said tbs 
gale would cortainl3f increase, which induced Mr. Cano to 
resolve to stop a few hours to wait the result of the weather. 
Our whole party got into the boat and were landed through 
a tremendous surf, which oomplctoly drenched us. 

Eastbourne, since bcoomo a fosliionablo place of resort, 
Avas then only an insignifioant fishing town, consisting ■ of 
about eight or ton scattered houses. The boatmen con- 
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ducted us to the only public-house in the village, as miserable- 
looking a dwelling from the outside as I ever beheld, where, 
from its appearance, we expected neither victuals, drink, 
or any sort of comfortable refreshment. Upon entering, 
however, we were shown into a very clean room, where the 
landlady, in five minutes, made a cheerful and blazing fire. 
Whilst employed drying om clothes, Mr. Cane made en- 
quiries whether we could have anything to eat. The hostess 
replied if we could put up with fish and poultry she could 
supply us, but she had no butcher’s meat remaining. Being 
told we should be content with whatever she could produce 
she promised to do her best, and in half an hour we sat 
down to a beautifully white tablecloth, and she brought in 
as fine a dish of fish as ever was seen at Billingsgate, with 
excellent lobster and oyster sauces. This was followed 
by a pair of tender, well-dressed chickens, and we finished 
an ample repast with good old Cheshire cheese. 

Concluding no wine was procurable in such a house, we 
washed down our food with tolerable ale, but one of the 
gentlemen asking if they ever sold wine of any sort, the 
landlady answered, “Yes, sometimes, but she could not 
expect such gentry as we wotdd be able to drink it.” A 
bottle was thereupon ordered, not with any intention of 
- drinking it, but merely for the benefit of the mistress of the 
mansion who had furnished vs with so admirable a meal. 
A bottle being opened, I poured out a glass, which smelling, 
1 formd to be claret, and tastimg, pronounced it very fair 
wine. Mr. Cane thereupon took some, which he instantly 
deelared to be as high flavoured claret as any in his own 
cellar. The consequence was a liberal potation, each of us 
drinking full two bottles. 

Another matter of surprize awaited us, for upon calling 
for a bill, the landlady made a demand of eighteen-pence 
apiece, amounting to six shillings. “ Six shillings, my 
good lady,” said Mr. Cane, “is indeed a most moderate 
demand, but you must tell us what we are to pay for drink 
os well as eating.” “ Oh, dear gentlemen,” replied the 
woman, “ I can make no charge for that. You are heartily 
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welcome to the wine, and I’m glad you were able to drink 
it. The case is, my poor boys now and then run over to 
Guernsey on little matters of business, and generally bring 
home with them a few dozen of wine, which I seldom find 
occasion to use, and as it costa me nothing, you are heartily 
welcome and much good may you do with it.” By a few 
more questions we ascertained that her “ poor boys ” were 
neither more nor less than professed smugglers. With 
considerable diflSLculty we prevailed upon her to accept a 
guinea for as excellent a repast as ever four hungry fellows 
sat down to, and then began to talk of returning on board 
the Congress to proceed on to Brighthelmstone. 

Mr. Stephenson thereupon declared that notlung should 
induce him ever to set foot on board a ship or vessel of any 
kind again, and as it still continued to blow hard he advised 
the whole party to send to Lowes for chaises and go across 
by land to Brighthelmstone, leaving the Congress to the 
management of her crew to convey her round by sea, orders 
to which effect were, in consequence, forthwith given to 
Johnson. 

Having procured carriages from the nearest town, wo 
reached Brighton in the course of two hours and a half. 
Here we anxiously looked out for the Congress, that we 
might change our clothes, having nothing with us except 
what was on our backs. The morning, however, appeared 
without any tidings of the cutter. We were therefore 
under the necessity of sending to a slop shop, each pur- 
chasing a shirt, &c. 

After passing another anxious day at the principal inn 
and still hearing nothing of the Congress, the south-west 
gale continuing with unabated force, Mr. Cane determined 
to return to Eastbourne in search of her. 

After breakfast the second morning. Cane, Wybrants, 
myself, and Tiger (an immense sized Newfoundland dog of 
Mr. Cane’s), stepped into a post-chaise with four excellent 
horses, and set off for Eastbourne, where upon our sirrival 
we learnt that the cutter had been seen about six o’clock 
that morning running by to the eastward, apparently in 
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distress, having no jib-boom and the mainsail lovrored 
doTR’n ; that while a boat was preparing to go off to her 
assistance she hoisted her cross-jack and topsail and run up 
Channel before the wind at a great rate. 

Upon receiving this information wo continued our journey 
along the coast, hoping she would stop at tho first secure 
place. The wind wn.s extremely high and blew in such vio- 
lent gusts that at times we thought chaise, horses, and all 
would bo driven bodilj' to leeward. Tho wind was from 
the sea, otherwi.so I should have felt very' uncomfortable 
in ninning along the tops of exceedingly high hills and within 
a few feet of the edge of perpendicular precipices scores of 
fathoms deep. 

After stopping at every town and fisliing village on our 
route without getting any intcliigcncc respecting tho Con- 
gress, wo, late in the evening, reached Dover, where we 
supped and slept. Early tho following morning wo 
walked down to the pier, mailing enquiries whether our run- 
away vessel had been seen, when the master of one of the 
Custom House schooners said ho had observed a cutter of 
the description wo mentioned pass tho evening before at 
an immense rate, and stand round tho Foreland into the 
Downs. We thereupon continued our journey to Margate, 
where wo found the Congress very quietly laying at anchor. 

Jolmson lay tho whole blame upon the pilot, who ho spoke 
of as being frightened out of his wits when off Boachy Head 
from tho sea brcaldng heavily on board every two or three 
minutes, so much so that the pilot insisted upon bearing 
aw’ay to prevent her foundering, notwithstanding ho (John- 
son) strongly objected, stating tho necessity of getting to 
Brighthelmstono, as he Icnow neither his master or friends 
had a change of linen with them. Tho pilot, however, 
said ho alone was responsible for the safety of tho cutter, 
and bear up ho would and did. Johnson further told us 
that when off Eastbourne ho much wanted to stop there 
and land to ask about his master, but tho pilot peremptorily 
refused, saying there was too much sea for any boat to 
venture landing in, and he must make tho best of his way 



86 MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 

to find Bomo sholtor ; tliat ho (Johnson) being ontiroly 
ignorant of tho navigation of tho Channel, darod not von- 
tuio to take tho oommand from tho pilot lest any aocidont 
Bhonld happen, ond ho therefore reluctantly yielded to his 
(tho pilot’s) orders. 

As wo wore fatigued by our hurried journey along tho 
const of Hampshire, Sussex, and Kent, wo complied with 
tho wish of Mrs. Cano and her mother by staying at homo 
tho whole evening, determining to play a family rubber at 
whist, talco an early supper, and retire to bod by ton o’clock. 
After playing one rubber I became so drowsy that I requested 
Mr. Wybranta to take my place at tho card table, which 
lie did, and I seated myself by tho fireside, whore I fell into 
a profound sleep, from which I awoke in tho tortures of 
tho damned, bouncing up, and sorooohing mth a drcndlul 
pain in my right foot. Tho whole party seemed to enjoy my 
distress, laughing immoderately, until tho severity of tho 
pain oooasionod mo to faint. All then wore in tho utmost 
distress on my account. 

Upon recovering myself, I entreated that my boot might 
bo out off, wliioh Mr. Wybrants instantly offootod, ond my 
foot was disoovoFod to bo in a dreadful state of inflamma- 
tion. Oil ond a variety of remedies rcoommonded by tho 
ladies wore applied, but without procimng mo tho least re- 
lief. A surgeon was thereupon sent for, upon whoso appear- 
ance I first learnt tliat tho cause of my sufferings arose firom 
a severe burn. Mr. Cano, not at all aware of tho misohiof 
ho was about to do, observing mo sitting oross-loggod and 
fast asleep, twisted a piece of paper which ho dipped in tho 
wax of tho oandlo, and lighting ono ond, lay it upon tho top 
of my foot. I had on a pair of thick wax leather boots, and 
so deep ond profound was my sloop that tho ontiro paper 
was oonsumod before the anguish awolconod me. So 
grievously had it operated that tho upper part of tho leather 
was burnt to a cinder. 

Tho surgeon having examined and dressed my foot, 
ordered mo to bod, there to remain until ho saw mo again. 
Ho then told Mr. Cano that ho was apprehensive from tho 
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situation and appearance of tho wound somo of tho Jargo 
vessels were so materially hurt that I might bo a oripplo for 
life, upon hearing which my friend Cane was beyond measuro 
distressed. He instantly dispatched an express to London 
to summon Mr. Robin Adair to come and attend me, but 
that gentleman happening to bo at Bristol at tho time, Mr. 
John Hunter, who had undertaken to act for him during 
his absence, instantly* left town and came to me. After 
meeting the Margate surgeon and inspecting my foot ho at 
once declared no ill consequence would arise, and that a 
few days’ quiet, keeping my leg in a horizontal position, 
and frequently appl 3 ’ing an embrocation which he ordered, 
would completely cure tho hurt. And so it proved ; in a 
week I was perfectly recovered, but during that period I 
was kept upon chicken broth, and not allowed a drop of 
wine, lest fever should ensue. 

Tho whole family had attended mo with tho utmost 
assiduity and kindest attention, hir. Cano or Mr. Wybrants 
being constantly in my room, reading or contriving some 
means to amuse mo/ Tho ladies, too, generally passed a 
couple of hours daily in my chamber. Mr. Cano was much 
hurt at tho suffering ho had occasioned mo, doclarihg evoiy 
hour his concern, adding that it would for tho remainder 
of his life prevent his over using, or permitting where ho 
could prevent it, any practical jokes of the same kind. 

After spending ton days in a sick room attending upon mo, 
Mr. Wybrants left us to resume his studies at the Temple, 
though I believe much more of his time was saorificed to 
Bacchus and Venus than to Coke upon Littleton. 

On tho 10th (August) I was so perfectly recovered as to bo 
able to take a hard day’s sail with Mr. Cane, and he then 
said if the wind continued in the same quarter, and equally 
fresh, he would the next day run over to Boulogne. Re- 
turning at six o’clock) completely drenched from the seas 
breaking over us every five minutes, we took a larger 
allowance than usual of claret, I having, as usual, previously 
dispatched a bottle of champagne. After receiving three or 
four different summonses to coffee, we, about ten o’clock, 
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CHAPTER VIII 


pnnrATiATioNs i-on kast in'dta again’ 

O N the iiinrningof the 17th (AugiiPt) we went, to lowi to 
meet ft large part.y tliningwilh Mr. Cane in Bernciv Street, 
which consisted of Mr. John O’Neil, afterwards Lord O’Neil, 
Jlr. Dawson, Mr. Martin, Lord JJellainont, Mr. Oregor 3 ', Mr. 
Dcinj)stcr, General Arin.strong, and Mr. JCi-sIcine, now Lord 
Ershinc, who had just, then conuncnced his studj'’ n.s a 
lawyer, intending to qualify himself for the Bar, w'hcrc he 
Bub-sequcntlj’ inado so conspicuou.s and brilliant a figure. At 
this dinner 1 first, heard him recite his famous poem, called, 
“ The Jeranium,” a jcu d'esprit that showed more than 
common talents, with the most ehu*;sical and elegant taste. 
After passing one of the pleasantest daj's of mj’’ life I looked 
at my watch, expecting to find it about ten o’clock. I, to 1113 ' 
surprize, saw’ it w’as tw-o, so rapidly had the time slipped aw’ay . 

The following day my friend Cane took mo to Mr. 
Boberts, an East India Director, to whom Mr. Grcgoiy 
had spoken about me, and who, in consequence thereof, 
promised to obtain leave from the Court for me to proceed 
to Bengal in one of their ships. He received mo with the 
utmost politeness, assuring me ho shotdd exert his interest 
in my behalf and, observing there would not be another 
Court for near a fortnight to come, desired I would call again 
upon liim about that time. In the evening Mr. Cano re- 
turned to Erith, but I remained in London, being engaged 
to dine with my old Plassaj shipmate, Mr. Jacob Rider, who 
had been some time returned from India, where I \vas most 
hospitably entertained. Ho told mo ho had spoken to 
General Richard Smith, Mr. Leicester, and others of his 
India connections, from all of whom ho should get very 
powerful and useful recommendations for mo. 

G 89 
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Upon bresMng np at- Mr. Eider’s I Trent to tie Bedford 
CoSee Honse, Trhere, meeting Major ^rngent. Jack Tetbring- 
ton. R-nd some others of the old set. they made me promise 
to d^TiR TTith them the next day at the Shakespear. I 
accordingly did so, and there once more fell in Tvith the 
choice female spirits, Pris. Vincent, NeTvton, Sally Hudson, 
Kit Frederick, «S:c. The tTvo first-named sang a number of 
delightful songs, and proved themselves in as fine voice as 
I had left them before my India voyage. The vromen all 
expressed great satisfaction at thus unexpectedly meeting 
me. This convivial party brought to my recollection many 
former scenes of dissipation, vrMch, though highly gratifying 
at the time, ultimately occasioned me acute suSering and 
remorse. 

On the flOth I returned to Frith, Trhere I found Peter 
Wyhrants just arrived, before me. The foUoTring day -ve 
all Tvent to dine Ttith 3j[r. VTheatlev, Trheie ttb met General 
Desaguliers, and a pleasant party of both sexes. 

On the 27th I Trent doTtn in the Cor.jress to Tilbury Fort, 
vhere I landed an.d Tvalked to my friend. Colonel Cooper’s, 
Tvho had an excellent house about tvro miles inland, Trith 
Trhom I had promised to spend some days. On the 2nd of 
September I returned to Frith. The Sid, Mr. Cane drove 
me to London and back in the evening, Mx. Wybrants 
accompanying ns. The 5th, sailed for Margate. 

Upon my return to Frith I found a letter from Mr. 
Roberm, the Director, telling me there Tvould not be a 
C-ourt held for some Treeks to come and desiring me to cnll 
upon him the first time I Trent to London. On the ISth 
(September) I therefore Trent to London for the express 
purpKe of seeing him, Trhen he said it Tronid not be urao- 
ricable to get ms to Bengal in the capacity of a laTvyer, the 
Directors having recently passed a resolurion not to Id 
loo-sz any more Attorneys upon the public in Bengal ; 
nevertheless he felt sure he should be able to get- me out 
in some Tray or other vrith the sanction of the Court of 
Directors, of Trbic-h he Trould inform me in the month of 
Octobm. 
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On the loth I went with Mr. Cane and his family to dine 
at Mr. Adair’s, where, in the evening, I was set down to a 
half-guinea point party at whist. Bungler’s luck attended 
me, for I won a rubber of tlirce upon balance. 

At klr. Adair’s I mot a gentleman named Geoghagan who, 
upon hearing me called Hickey, enquired of what family I 
was. Being told in answer that I was a son of his old 
friend, Joe Hickey, “ Impossible,” replied he, “ that is no 
more a child of bis than of mine.” Being again assured the 
fact was so, “ Then, by God,” said he, “ his mother must 
have been either a mulatto or a Portuguese.” This opinion 
was in some measure justified by my colour, which had 
become extremely dark from exposing myself so much to 
the sim whilst in Jamaica. 

On the 21st kir. Cane and I, notwithstanding the remon- 
strances of Mrs. Cane and her mother against our going 
to sea at the critical time of the Equinox, set off with a 
strong south-west wind for Boulogne, my host wishing 
to supply himself with his winter stock of champagne 
and burgundy. This voyage proved the roughest and most 
unpleasant we ever made. 

At ten in the morning of the 1st of October wo made fast 
to our buoy off Erith, and there learnt that Mrs. Cane had 
been extremely uneasy on account of the tempestuous 
weather. Upon our landing she expressed her joy at the 
approach of winter as that would put an end to the sailing 
parties. Mr. Cane afforded her infinite satisfaction by assur- 
ing her he would not cross the Chaimel any more until the 
next spring. 

A week was passed very agreeably in visiting the different 
families round the neighbourhood, several of whom dined 
with Mr. Cane on the. 8th. Whilst at our wine he was called 
out by his own servant who. said a gentleman wished to 
speak to him in a carriage at the door. Aftei^ being absent 
about five minutes, he sent for me. I found him conversing 
with a fashionable-looking man, to whom he introduced me, 
calling him Major Bead. Mr. Cane then told me that busi- 
ness of the utmost importance required the Major’s presence 
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as soon as possible in Paris, and as no mode of traTellmg 
•R-oidd conrev bim so rapidly as Ms cutter he had sent 
to Johnson to get her ready forthidth, hut that- being himself 
prevented accompanying his friend, from having a party 
at his house, he should feel greatly obliged if I -rrould go in 
his stead, vMch I readily consented to do. ilajor Read then 
took leave, saying he must go to Maidstone, but vrould be 
back before midnight, and immediately embark. 

3Ir. Cane and I then returned to our company. Upon 
their breaking up about twelve o'clock I went on board, 
and, being tired, turned in, desiring I might be called upon 
Major Read’s arrival. He, however, came alongside so 
quietly that I heard nothing of it, he positively forbidding 
my being disturbed. I did not awake until past nine in the 
morning, when looking out I found we were in the sea 
reach. Dressing myself directly, I went upon deck and 
there joined the Major, who said that not being used to a 
svringing bed he had had no sleep and therefore rose at day- 
break. He seemed to he an elegant man, well acquainted 
with high life, had travelled mnch and spoke familiarly of 
ah the Courts of Europe. 

There being a light breeze it was evening when we 
reached Margate Roads. Johnson then asked me whether 
I intended stopping for the night at Margate, or proceeding 
immediately for France, to wMch I replied that 3Iajor Read 
being most- desirous to get to Paris he must- stand on, 
whereupon the Major observed that if I had no objection 
he should prefer looking in for a few hours. TTe accordingly 
entered the pier, dressed and went on shore to the Assembly 
Rooms, where I found several acquaintances. I observed 
my companion kept his pocket-handkercMef constantly 
to his face, ap^aring solicitous to pass unnoticed by any 
one, which I thought estraordinary. 

At one in the morning we returned to the Congress, 
immediately went to bed, and at daybreak left the pier, 
stee ring for the French coast. At seven o’clock we per- 
ceived a boat following us, having every sail out that could 
be used- Major Read became very uneasy when Johnson 
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dopltm'J f-ho muni, l»p ilrpirour- of ovorlnUing iis from flic 
ripiiuln slio ami that we bad bettor licnve to for n few 

minute.'? until j?be eaine up, to wbicb 1 acceded, at Ibc Pam( 
time a>?l;inp tbe Major if lie bad any objection. He eagerly 
atwven'd, “ Ye?, be bad, tbe prealo.'?t- popsiblo objection, 
ovorytbing dear to bim in life depending upon bis c.'?caping." 
Wherotipon Jobnson instantly said, "'J’ljcn never fear, Sir, 
I’ll forfeit my life if ever sbe pets a foot, nearer tban sbe now 
is." Hauling up a couple of points closer to tbe wind, wc 
ran from ber a-s if at anebor, in little more tban an hour 
lo.sing sight- of ber entirely, and we resumed our proper 
course for Calai.s. 

Tbe Major e.vjm'S.ted himself infinitely obliged bj’ tbo 
pueee.ssfnl exertioms of Jobn.son and tbe cultor*.s crew 
in getting aw.ay fnun tbe chase. Observing my surprize 
at. tbe earne.stne.s.s uitb wbicb be liad spoken, and bis 
anxiety while tbe boat- continued in sight, bo requested 
a few wonls with me in j)rivntc. Retiring to the cabin, 
bn there informed me that " Major Read" was an assumed 
name and title, bis name being Bailloy ; that after many 
years’ Fuccc.s.sful traffic ns a niercbant bo suddenly bccamo 
unhicky, some decj) engngemcnt.s be bad entered into turn- 
ing out so ill be wn.s jindcr a ncce.>?sity of stopping payment, 
and fo\md himself involved to an extent, of nearly two hun- 
dred thousand pounds beyond bis capital ; that some of his 
largest creditors, conceiving (though wboll}’’ without founda- 
tion) ho bad not acted bonourablj', avowed tbeir unalterable 
resolution of throwing bim into jail, for wbioh purpose they 
had issued writs, and he had too much reason to think 
Bheriffs’ otficers were waiting at every seaport to\vn along 
the coast to intercept him ; that if one of them met uith 
him bis inevitable doom would bo a prison for the remainder 
of his life. Thus circumstanced, lie said, he had no alterna- 
tive but becoming a fugitive, and greatly feared ho never 
more should see his native land ; that having in his pros- 
perity been intimate with Mr. Cano, and knouing lie kept 
a fine sailing vessel, it occurred to him as the most likely 
way to get off with safety, to effect which ho disguised him- 
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self as a militarv man and was fortunate enough to make 
his escape from London. 

Upon hearing this account, I asked how he could be so 
inconsiderate as to venture on shore and to go to the public 
Assembly Rooms at Margate- He admitted that it was 
imprudent, but he did not think the bailifis would expect 
to find him there, adding, that when ho saw the boat in 
chase of us he had given himself up, imagining a few hours 
would have placed him within a jail. 

Some time after I discovered this gentleman to be the 
husband of the beautiful but frail woman rendered famous 
by her incontinence and amour with His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cumberland- I also learnt that Mr. Bailley 
had not absconded empty-handed, having furnished him- 
self with the means of living elegantly upon the Continent 
by secreting property to an amount of full thirty thousand 
pounds, the greater part of which was lodged in diSerent 
foreign banks, and that a discovery of this dishonest con- 
duct had justly irritated his creditors, inducing them to 
adopt harsh measures and to endeavour to secure his 
person. 

On the 12th of October we reached Calais, putting up at 
the far-famed Lion d ’Argent, of which hotel the voluble 
Monsieur Dessein was the proprietor.^ After the usual 
salutations to mi Lords anglais, he told us they were in 
daily apprehension of a war breaking out befcv^n their 
nation and ours, owing to the decided part- Erance had taken 
in aid of the American Colonies then engaged in a bloody 
contest with the Mother Country ; that a number of able 
and experienced oScers had already actually sailed to give 
there assistance to the oppressed and ill-treated Americans. 

Mr. Bailley rewarded Johnson and the crew most liberally ; 
he pressed me exceedingly to accompany him to Paris, where 
he would frank me as well as back to jcingland. I had a 

^ Desk’s, ire iasocs iestelrT at Calais — sctt s. thttc cf tie usst — ttss 
utTusized bj Eziaj noiao’s Ezgliihsea, izilzdiac Sterns, Kho was there in 
OitoMr, i?e5, a=d Tvho SKtiors the hotel in hii Sr-^rr^JsI Jcsrrjv. 
j. r a rh gaT also an hsHfn/ cf Dsssein’a, and cede it th* scene cf an iziaci' 
nsrr ccavensstjoa tria Stame in cne of Ks ihr-ndci-r-a Pepert.— E d. 
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groat inclination to accept the invitation, but considering 
that I had to prepare for India, I did not thinJi: it prudent 
to absent myself, besides which I had for several days been 
considerably annoyed by a sois throat, which from its con- 
tinuance created a considerable degree of uneasiness. I 
therefore resisted the temptation. After spending three 
days as agreeably as the state of my throat would allow 
I took leave of Mr. Bailley, who stepped into a cabriole to 
proceed towards Paris, wUlst I, with an immense store of 
game, embarked in the Congress and sailed for the white 
cliffs of Albion. 

The morning we separated Mr. Bailley presented me with 
a very handsome diamond ring, which he entreated my 
acceptance of, and that I would wear it as a token of his 
gratitude, and in remembrance of him. 

I did not reach Margate imtil the 18th, having experienced 
much calm weather. Upon going on shore, Mitchiner im- 
mediately explained the cause of the boat that had given 
Bailley so much alarm following us. A gentleman, the 
nephew of Mr. Brown, the banker, was bound to France 
upon urgent business of his uncle’s. He arrived at Margate 
just as we sailed, and hearing it was Squire Cane’s cutter 
then leaving the pier to proceed to Calais he hired a small 
boat to convey him to her, meaning to request a passage. 
The boatmen ran foul of a collier, which carried away their 
rudder, delaying them half an hour ere they got another. 
During that time we had run so far they could not catch 
us, although they persevered in manner already men- 
tioned. 

After staying one day at Margate I sailed for the river, 
and in the morning of the 20th brought to at the moorings 
at Erith. Mr. Cane told me he began to be seriously alarmed 
at my long stay, fearing we had grounded upon some of the 
sands. 

My pupil in drawing, Mrs. Cane, was delighted with the 
amusement and made a rapid progress. The day after my 
■ return I mentioned to Mr. Cane my having a bad sore 
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mninccl nt Eritli until the Ist. of Docoinhor, except that 
tluriny the jH-riotl I went (aviec to I/oiulun to fco Mr. 
Hownul, who at iny last visit pronounced luc perfccllj* 
cured and well. 

When settled in Herners Street I went nt least twice a 
week to the India House and Jernsnlem Cofico Houiso, the 
latter being the general t\‘sort of all those who had anj'thing 
to do with India. I there learnt that the early ship.'! for 
Mndra.s and China were to be dispatched in a few days ; 1 
therefore immediately wrote to my favourite Bob Pott, 
to announce to him my intent ion.s of proceeding to 
Bengal, in onler to j)rnctisc ns an Attorney in the Supremo 
Court, of Judicature there;, and that. he. might expect to sec 
me in a few months after that letter reached him. 

I frt'qucntly dined with my Plassof shipmate, Jacob 
Rider, in Upper Ilnrlc}' Street, where 1 alway.s met un- 
commonly grty and pleasant partic.s. He proved himself 
sincerely and 7.oalou.«ly attached to my interest. 

I often attended the thcatru in the evening, wont some- 
times to the opera, and occasionally mixed with my former 
profligate associates of bot h scxe.s. 

A few days before Christmas Mr. Roberts, with a number 
of Indians and others, dined with Mr. Cano, when that 
gentleman (Mr. RobertKS) informed mo he had obtained the 
permission of his brother Directors for ray going out to 
Bengal, and that if I would call at the Secretary’s office 
within the course of a week and make use of his name, 
Mr. Mitchel would do all that was requisite on my behalf. 

On the 2nd of January, 1777, I went to Mr. Mitchel, 
who told me the nccassary documents should all be prepared 
for mo by the 0th, on which day I found thoj' were so, but 
I was not a little surprized at receiving amongst them Free 
Merchant’s indentures, because I had heard that it was 
nearly as difficult to obtain that mode of getting to India 
as the appointment of a writer. Mr. Gregory advised mo 
to try to bo on board the Duke of Portland, and gave mo a 
letter of introduction to her Commander, Captain Sutton, 
who behaved with the greatest civility, but expressed liis 
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concern at the impossibility of taking me in his ship, the 
whole accommodation being engaged for Mr. Wheler, a 
member of the Supreme Council. He, however, suggested 
the probability of my getting a berth in the Seahorse, which 
would sail at the same time, and kindly ofiered to speak to 
Captain Arthur, the Commander, to receive me, and he 
requested I would meet him the following morning at the 
Jerusalem Coffee House, where both he and Captain Arthur 
would be at noon. I accordingly observed the appointment 
and was introduced to Captain Arthur, who lamented his 
ship’s being so crowded he could not ^ve me a cabin to 
myself, but if I would submit to be with three other gentle- 
men I might have a passage in the Seahorse. Circum- 
stanced as I was I, without further hesitation, settled the 
business. Captain Arthur’s purser thereupon told me I 
must forthwith send one hundred guineas for a seat at the 
Captain’s table, which was double what I had paid to 
Captain Waddell in the year 1768. 

A few days after I had engaged my passage, Mr. Howorth, 
a barrister and man of eminent talents, caUed upon me to 
introduce a brother of his, Humphry Howorth, who was 
going out to India as an assistant surgeon in the service of 
the Company, and wished to be in the same ship with me, 
a wish I could have no objection to, but I told Mr. Howorth 
I was afraid he would find a difficulty in procuring a passage 
for his brother in. the Seahorse from her being already much 
crowded with passengers. To this he replied that Captain 
Arthur was a particular friend of his and would submit to 
any inconvenience to oblige him. He then asked me to 
dine with him on a future day and he would get the Captain 
to meet me. At the appointed day I went, and was made 
acquainted with his- brother, in whom I recognized a con- 
stant frequenter of the different billiard-tables and tennis- 
courts, to whom I had lost many sbq)enc8s. I had never 
heard his name, and considered him to be one of the numer- 
ous herd of pettifog^ng little sharpers who were con- 
stantly upon the look out in the hope of fleecing some 
novice or unwary young man, nor do I believe I was much 
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inistnkon in forming such nn o])inion of Mr. Humphry 
Howordi ftt tilic time I so used to meet Iiiin, Upon entering 
tlie room in the Temple where we dined, Mr. Howorth told 
mo his friend, Captain Arthur, had consented to take his 
brother out to Bengal, and that his ship w’ould probably 
sail early in April. 

The requisite cash for fitting mo out and paying the 
passage was furnished bj' m3' steady friend, Mr. Cane, 
without whose aid I laiow not whnt I should have done. 

Towards the end of the month (January, 1777) I was 
attacked \ut.h the same sort of sore throat I had suffered 
under in the preceding autumn. I hccainc uneasy, men- 
tioning the circumstance to Mr. Cane, who thereupon 
immediately took me to Mr. Adair’s. Mr. Cane told him that 
ns I was upon the eve of departing for the East Indies no time 
was to be lost, and Mr. Adair engaged to restore me to as 
good health as ever, to effect which I must go through the 
very unpleasant process of salivation. 

I took lodgings directly opposite my father’s in St. Albans 
Street, which I w.ns induced to do that I might have the 
use of his kitchen, of servants, &o., in supplying me wth the 
requisite broths and articles I should want during my 
confinement. I took possession of my now abode on the 
Ist of February. My friends were all very land, endeavour- 
ing by every means in their power to beguile my hours of 
anguish. My sisters and brothers also came sometimes to 
see me. Mr. Cane and Mr. Wybrants never missed a day, 
the latter usually sitting two or three hours. With the 
latter occasionally came a Mr. William Burroughs, a distant 
relation of Air. Cano’s, and then at the Temple preparing 
himself for the Bar. 

I derived the greatest advantage from the situation of 
my lodgings, especially when upon the recovery, by being 
supplied with poultry, wines, and various good things from 
my father’s. Mr. Adair had been uncommonly attentive 
during my confinement, and as his professional skill was 
of the very first rate, I felt confident in a perfect cure. On 
the 10th of March he pronounced me fit to embark for any 
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part of ilio world, but ho recommended mo to use the warm 
bath and drink plentifully of 8arsai)arilln for n fortnight. 
I therefore wont to Ncrot’s famous baths in King Street, 
St. James’s Square, where my earcor had nearly terminated. 
The heat of the bath brought on a fainting fit in a few 
minutes after I got in. The waiter in' attendance had just 
then gone into another room for something ho wanted; 
ho was greatly terrified on his return to find me entirely 
under water, apparently dead. Ho roared out for assistance, 
which instantly arriving I was taken from the bath, and by 
the application of strong volatiles soon recovered. Had the 
man remained absent a short time longer probably there 
would have boon an end of mo. Ho got a very severe re- 
buke for quitting the bath at all. 

The first day of my emancipation I paid my respects to 
Captain Arthur, who told mo that ho and the other Com- 
manders wore to take leave of the Court of Directors on the 
following Wednesday. Ho then advised mo to bo at Ports- 
mouth by the 30th of the month. Wliilst >vith him Mr. 
Howorth came in, and wo agreed to proceed together on 
that day (the .30th). On the 14th (March) I returned to 
Mr. Cano’s, who desired mo not to engage myself for the 
following day, ns ho should have a pleasant party at his 
house at dinner and wished mo to bo present. I accordingly 
refused Mr. Rider and another friend who asked mo, but 
being detained at the India House the company had as- 
sembled and before I could change my dress liad sat down 
to table. Upon entering the room I was agreeably surprized 
to see amongst the guests my father, who rose and received 
mo with the utmost affection. Messieurs Edmund and 
Richard Burke wore also present, who both kindly promised 
to give mo letters to different friends of theirs in India. 

The day after this dinner I had the supremo felicity once 
more openly to enter my father’s house. Ho behaved with 
his accustomed goodness, only romarldng that os my own 
judgment must bespeak the necessity of a steady and 
decorous conduct in future, ho woula not distress me uy 
a word more upon the subject of what had passed. He then 
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presented me with fifty pownds, adding, too, his blessing and 
ardent prayers for my pucccss. Tho earringo being pre- 
pared ho t-ook me to Mr. Wedderbum, afterwords ereated 
Lord Ivougliborough, and finally Enrl of Rosslyn, who gave 
me a letter to Sir Robert. Chambers, one of tho Judges of tho 
Supreme Court of Rcngal. Our next visit was to Sir George 
Colebrookc, then to Mr. Dunning, aftcrAvards Lord Ash- 
burton, Mr. Dempster, Mr. Maelenn, Mr. Potter, a Welsh 
Judge, and several others aa'Iioso names I do notnoAV recollect, 
wlio all gave me letters. 

My father wrote to Sir Elijah Impey, tho Chief Justice, 
AAith Avhom he had for manj’ years been upon o familiar 
fooling, also to Mr. Mnepherson, a member of tho Supremo 
Council. Mr. Cane likewise procured many letters for mo 
addressed to persons of tho highest rank in Bengal. Tho 
tAvo Mr. Burkes Avrote to Mr. Francis,^ who had received 
favours of importance from them, and they therefore had 
a claim upon him. In short, I beliovo there never was a 
man belter recommended than myself. 

On the 30th of !March I took leave of my invaluable friend, 
Mr. Cane, and liis family, and of many others from whom I 
had received numberless acts of Idndness and civility. On 
tho 31st I embraced my revered and indulgent father as I 
verily believed for tho last time of my life, little imagining 
I should ever more behold him or one of my relations. 
After an affectionate adieu to my sisters and brother, Mr. 
Howorth and 1 stepped into a post-chaise, and at four 
o’clock in tho afternoon arrived at the George Inn at Ports- 
mouth, where we found Captain Arthur, his Avife, and two 
of her sisters. Miss Bertics, who were going out to India in 
tho Seahorse in search of husbands. Mrs. Arthur was a fine, 
shoAvy woman, dressed in tho highest style of fashion, the 
sisters rather plain in features but well accomplished. 
Wo immediately wont through the ceremony of introduction 
to the whole party and soon became familiar and pleasant. 

On tho 1st of April Mr. Wheler with his lady and family 

' AfterwnrdB Sir Pbilip Francis, tlic reputed Arriter of the famone Junius 
Letlers, — Ed. 
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arrived at tlie same inn whore Howorth and myself wore 
lodged. Mr. Wholor’s party consisted of liimself, Mrs. 
Wilder, Miss Durnford (who upon the death of Mrs. Wholer 
a few months after her reaching Bengal supplied her place, 
the widower endeavouring to console himself for his domestic 
loss in her arms). Captain Richard Chichely Plowdcn (now 
a Director of the East India Company) and his wife ; Mr. 
Markham, oldest son of the Archbishop of York ; Mr. 
William Harding, Mr. John Duller, and Mr. John Melville, 
the four lost named being writers appointed to Bengal. 

The wind remaining fixed at south-west, with fine clear 
weather, wo spent the time very agreeably in excursions 
round the neighbourhood during the mornings, returned 
to Portsmouth to dinner, finishing our evenings with the 
merry dance which, the ladies of the York Indiaman joining 
us, made a sot of a dozen couples. In this manner throe 
weelss slipped rapidly away. 

On the 23rd a packet from Bengal came in, bringing an 
account of the death of the Honourable Colonel Monson, 
one of the members of the Supremo Government, wliich • 
event occasioned Mr. Wliolor’s returning to London, for 
his appointment being to succeed to the first vacancy that 
should occur after liis arrival at Calcutta it became an object 
of importance to him to got his situation altered by naming 
him as successor to Mr. Monson. Having previously got 
Captain Sutton’s promise not to sail for eight and forty 
hours, Mr. Wholer sot off post for tho capital accompanied 
by Captain Plowdon. In tho morning of tho 28th they 
once more reached Portsmouth, Mr. Whelor having effected 
his purpose and got his appointment to fill tho vacancy 
made by Monson’s death, a ciroumstanco that afforded 
much satisfaction to all who knew him, ho being a man 
of the utmost gentleness of manners and suavity of temper. 

On tho 30th, whilst taking our wine after dinner it was 
announced that tho wind had gone to tho eastward, where- 
upon preparations wore immediately made for our embarka- 
tion. Several passengers went off to their respective ships 
that evening. Early tho next morning Captain Sutton, of 
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flio Duhc of Portland, gnvo Mr. Howorth nnd myeolf a 
passage off in his pinnace, together with Mrs. Whelcr and 
her company. Exactly nt noon the three Indiamcn, that 
is, the Dulx of Portland, York, and Seahorse, got under 
way. 

At two o’clock wo sat down to an excellent dinner, oui 
party consisting of Captain David Arthur, Commander of 
the ship ; the two Miss Bcrtics ; a nephew of the Captain’s, 
a fine bo}^ of about fourteen, going his first voyage as a 
guinea - pig ; Lieiitenant - Colonel Homy' Watson, Chief 
Engineer in Bengal ; Major Lends Mcslaycr, of the same 
corps ; Captain James Dickson, of the Infantry ; Mr. 
Jacob Blaquierc, superintendent of piece goods ; a son of 
Ills of thirteen, ■\^'ilHam Coats Blaquierc, a remarkably 
smart, clever lad ; Mr. Richard Tilghman, a barrister of the 
Supreme Court ; Mr. Robert Morse of the same ; Mr. 
George Dallas (now a Baronet), Mr. John Martin Plaj'dcll, 
and Mr. John Guichard Booth, all three nTiters for Bengal ; 
hir. Cleveland, assistant surgeon ; my friend, Mr. Humphry 
Howorth, also an assistant surgeon ; and myself ; Mr. 
George Simson, chief mate ; Mr. Henry Warre, second ; 
Mr. James Laird, surgeon of the ship ; Mr. Jolm Wingrove, 
purser ; and a Mr. John Cressy, being engaged in the 
service of Colonel Watson as head conductor of his intended 
works in Bengal. This Cressy was an extraordinary crea- 
ture. Notwithstanding his being a superior mathematician 
and able mechanic, he was so deficient in point of education 
as to bo unequal to penning a letter upon the most common 
subject other than in the lowest language void of everything 
like grammar. 

The foregoing list made the number of the Captain’s table 
twenty-two. The third mate’s name Avas George Curtis 
(now an Elder Brother of Trinity House) ; the fourth, 
Archibald Anderson. At Mr. Curtis’s mess, were Mr. 
MacCullock, now a Lieutenant-Colonel on the Bengal 
establishment ; Mr. Erederick Maitland Arnott, an un- 
common fine young man going out as a cadet, whose un- 
timely and melancholy end I shall take occasion hereafter 
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to mention ; Mr. James Agg, a modest and ingenious man, 
60 superior to Cressy in address and manners as to cause 
great surprize to us all that Colonel Watson, in whose employ 
ho also was, should have placed him at the third mate’s 
mess, while the other vulgar fellow had a seat at the Cap- 
tain’s table. Mr. Agg was, some years after he arrived in 
Bengal, appointed an Engineer officer, in which corps ho 
rose to the rank of Captain, when he quitted the service and 
returned to Europe wth a handsome fortune. Soon after 
he reached England the Court of Directors offered him the 
situation of Licutcnant-Govcmor of Saint Helena, which 
ho declined accepting. 
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south-east, it then blo’wing strong from the Eonth-Trest. 
We conid jnst distinguish her colours to he English ; she 
vras therefore pronounced to he the Company’s ship, 
Bridgeicater, hound to Bencoolen. At noon the same day 
TTe made the land, at two in the afternoon were well in with 
the Table Mountain, and at six in the evening anchored in 
False Bay. We instantly were regaled with the most 
delicious fruits. 

The next morning the passengers went on shore to the 
house of Mr. Brandt, the Butch Chief of the place, who, 
likft most of his coimtrymen, had no objection to exchange 
his poultry and other articles of provender, together with 
execrable stuff he called ttnne for British guineas. Upon 
landing we sent off a messenger to the Cape Town to bring 
us a sufucient number of carriages to convey us thither. 

In the morning of the 19th we commenced our little 
journey, some in open caravans, something resembling an 
English waggon, some in a miserable kind of phaeton, and 
some on horseback. The -caravans which, by the by, they 
thought proper to call coaches, were drawn by eight horses ; 
wretched-looking, half-starved animals. Two persons sat 
on the box, one holding the reins and guiding the horses, 
the other carrying a tremendously long whip, which he 
smacked loudly and managed with considerable dexterity. 
After passing over a rocky, abominable road, the ladi^ 
complaining of the dreadful jolting, we in four hours reached 
the half-way house, where Mr. Wheler and his party had 
arrived a few minut-^ before us. There being but one room, 
he invited us to join his mess, which all the Seahorse passen- 
gers did, eating heartily of new laid eggs and excellent bacon, 
though badly dressed. This dish, with cheese, made the 
whole of our fare. They gave us some stuff under the riame 
of Constantia, which to my palate was more like treacle and 
water than a rich and generous wine. Keen appetites, how- 
ever, reconciled us to the poverty of the meak 

Our horses being reported ready, we renewed our journey, 
in little more than three hours arriving at the end of it. 
The approach to the Cape Town is extremely beautiful and 
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romnnt’'?. Tn on*' djToctiort ?•? TnWo Pny, vrhero, during tho 
Bumraor raontlis, which arc tho reverse of ours, tho ships 
anchor. To tho southward and eastward is a long range of 
stupendous mountains, amongst tho nearest of which is 
the Table Land, so called from the top of it, for many miles 
in extent., being quite flat, and when seen from a distance 
appearing like a table. 

We took up our abode in different lodging-houses where 
we could find apart ments. Colonel Watson, Maj or Mestayor, 
Captain Dickson, Dallas, Booth, Howorth, Ainott, Cressy, 
Agg, and myself were in the same house, and, as wo wore 
informed, the best in the tomi. It was kept by Mrs. Van- 
renen, a respectable and opiilcnt widow lady. She had two 
daughters grown up, rather well looking, and three younger 
by several years. Wo slept in double-bedded rooms, my 
companion being Mr. Arnott, to whom during tho voyage I 
became greatly attached. Ho was a fine yoimg man, in 
figure quite equal to Bob Pott. Soon after wo left England 
he told me ho was a natural son of tho Honourable Frederick 
Maitland, a post-captain in the Navy and son to the Earl of 
Lauderdale, by a native woman of Jamaica, on which Island 
he (Arnott) was born. 

Wo spent our time pleasantly enough, visiting and 
admiring the curiosities of that part of tho continent of 
Africa. In the mornings and evenings wo walked in tho 
Company’s gardens, which are well stored with curious 
plants, the choicest fruits and vegetables. There is also 
the finest menagerie in tho world, in which are collected 
the most extraordinary animals and birds of every quarter 
of the globe. During tho heat of tho day we played at 
billiards or other games 'within doors ; in the evening wo 
visited or went to tho public entertainments, and generally 
had a dance pre'vious to retiring to rest. 

Colonel Gordon, tho second-in-command at tho Cape, 
was very civil, sho’ndng us everytliing that was worth 
seeing. This gentleman’s ancestors were Scotch, but his 
father as well as himself was bom in Holland and had from 
infancy been in the Dutch military service. He was a very 
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accomplished man, an excellent classical as well as general 
scholar, spoke English, and, indeed, all the languages of 
Europe fluently. Here we also met with another ingenious 
young man, Mr. Paterson, a great botanist, who had for 
several years been employed by that strange and eccentric 
woman, Lady Strathmore, to go into the interior of Africa 
for the purpose of collecting rare plants and natural curiosi- 
ties of every description. Mr. Paterson published an ac- 
count of his different excursions, a work that gained him 
some credit. 

Colonel Gordon proposed our taking a view of the sum- 
mit of the Table Mountain, premising that it would bo 
attended with considerable fatigue. A party was im- 
mediately formed to take place when Colonel Gordon should 
fix, as it was requisite to attend to the state of the weather. 
The next morning he called to desire we would walk out 
with him, “ the tahledoih being laid.” Following him clear 
of the town, we observed upon the flat of the hill a thick 
white cloud entirely stationary, the sky above it and the 
land below being perfectly clear. This he told us was what 
the Capo people called the “tablecloth being laid.” Ho 
said it was a certain indication of an approaching storm for 
two or three hours, but would ensure fine weather for at 
least three days after, and that our excursion should there- 
fore take place the next morning. He then directed us to 
assemble half an horn before sunrise at the foot of the 
mountain, where he would bo ready to receive and escort us 
up. Provisions in abimdanco were prepared and sent for- 
ward by Hottentots. 

At four o’clock in the morning Colonel Gordon and Mr. 
Paterson were at our door, soon after which Colonel Watson, 
Major Mestayer, Messrs. Cleveland, Buller, Booth, Amott, 
Cressy, Agg, and myself set out with them. Bather before 
five we had reached the foot of the mountain and began our 
ascent, which we found dreadfully steep and rugged ; the 
path being covered with loose stones rendered waging 
difiBcult and tiresome. Colonel Gordon consoled us by 
saying the road would improve as we ascended. 
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Ai eight we ci\nie to n cave or rcecss in tho side of Ihc 
huge mass of rock, forming a spacious apartment, and were 
verj' agreeably surprised at seeing a lable spread with tea, 
cofTeo, cold ham, fowls, \nth other articles of food, all of 
the best land. With keen appetites we fell to, doing com- 
plete justice te the stores thus unexpectedly supplied. Tho 
prospect from the mouth of our natural chamber was un- 
commonly grand and beautiful. We beheld beneath us 
both the Cape Town and that of False Bay, nn immense 
tract of rich and fertile country, bounded by the ocean. 
Colonel Gordon had predicted truly respecting the weather, 
which was mild and pleasant \rithout a single cloud in tho 
sky. 

Whilst contemplating tho magniGccnco of tho scone 
around, which in my own mind I was comparing with some 
of those I have (though very inadequately) attempted to 
describe in Jamaica, I thought we wore suddenly got into 
enchanted ground, such celestial sounds burst upon our ears. 
It seemed to come from the air above us, and consisted of 
the sweetest harmony I ever heard. Our surprize was in- 
creased upon Colonel Gordon informing us that what we 
imagmed came from a complete band of instrumental 
music x>roceeded from nothing more than two flutes played 
upon by his servants whom he had sent forward for the pur- 
liose, but that the peculiar sweetness and melody arose from 
the situation of the spot where they had performed which 
was surrounded by echoes innumerable. 

Having finished the pleasantest breakfast I ever made, 
we proceeded, our land conductor pointing out every object 
deserving attention, likemse showing us a variety of beauti* 
ful wild flowers and plants. Having ascended to the recess 
whore tho flutemon were sitting, we stopped some minutes 
to enjoy the delightful tones. After maroliing on for two 
hours more I became very tired ; Colonel Watson also 
began to complain of being so fatigued he could go no 
further, and it was not without considerable difficulty that 
Colonel Gordon could persuade him to persevere, telling 
him too that a tent was pitched upon the flat of the moun- 
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tain, "^Tiiereni he might rest ss long as he pleased- Thtis 
Ttrged vre conSimed. to moniit the steep ascent and at last 
reached the sninmit. Here ■55-e fonnd eveiy hind of refresh- 
ment both as to eating and drinking spread readv for ns, 
frith comfortable camp stools to rest- onr freaiied limbs 
upon- frhiist a pair of excellent French horns yielded ns 
increased pleasnre. 

Having recmited our strength by a plentiful meaL Trashed 
donm by large draughts of delicious cool Trine, Colonel 
Gordon obs-erred that as it rras then half-past eleven he 
should order dinner to be ready at half-past one, ~hich tvo 
hours Tfe could not occupy better than in accompanying 
hiTn to look doTfn npon the mest Inxnriarit plantation of the 
Cape. After some little objection on the part of Colonel 
TVatson, on account of increasing the fatigue, ~e all set out, 
and after frgJkmg about trro miles on the plain came to an 
abrupt precipice of several hundred feet, at the bottom of 
rrhicb vas a prodigious nne estate, v-hich, from its peculiar 
beauties, fras called Paradise, Trhere grev the on^ grsps 
from vhieh the proper Constantia v-as made. 

Whilst admiring the various beauties of this charming 
vineyard, 2 ir. Cleveland, vco ttes nity or si.». Ly yards irom 
ns, called to Colonel Gordon to request he frouid come and 
ted him vhat reptile he Tras leaking at, frhich rras close to 
him and •vhich he vas just about to lay hold of, vhen 
the Colonel, seeing “hat it fras, eagerly cried out desiring 
him for God’s sake to desist and go further oS, as the 
animal Tras the most destructive snake in the Tvorld, the 
slightest bite (susing death in a feTr minutes, nor had any 
antidote ever been found. It rras quite black, about ten 
inches in length, someTrhat resembling a young grig. 
It is called the Copra menuJe. and is so seldom met 
Tvith that some naturalists Trere of opinion there vas 
no such snake. Colonel Gordon said that he had 
seen tvo or three of them in dinerent parts of the 
vorla during his travels, ilr. Paterson, had also seen more 
than one ci them and had actually lost a servant from the 
bite of one, the unfortunate person h-eing dead in tventy 
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h\ut thn injiuy n-niviMl. Tlii'! tmtl 

d.-inp’ri't:-- put int<» n bottlo uitli pin, 

nutl tliu* c'^uvnyrd him 1<* t^uvn. AUhotipli (1u* (Utjtui 
r-.ur.u’if i>- u<*t to (n-tpifUtU* m«’l "ilh fv.'‘. nmny utlu'r Uinchs 
i>{ fmhr-, y« t it h urll Uii'v.vn throuphoiit- Ar.in niul nmny 
pnrt:. o{ A(ric.-v. 

Hftvinp r nti-fu tl our rurio-.ity wr* rx-turned to tho tout. nt. 
tuo o*clt»'-V> find f nt down to n rnjiitn! dijuvr, which, not- 
wilh' tnudinc our rx'tv>nt nunl, wc did ninph’ ju'-tict- In, 
While nt. tuir luilth* I oxjm- 'id my inti* faction at our 
jtiunu’y home In iiut all downhill, rou'eriufutly compnra- 
tivjdy <‘:v:y to uhat the n-'cejidinp had ht'cn, wIu'U (.'oloncl 
Chirdon mid I l.nlKum-d under a pn-nt nu'.trikc, and idiould 
find the di - cx-nt even more fatipuinp than the comitif: up, 
an a-'r-ertinn 1 could not- pive ept-dit. t<». 

At half-p.'L'd fotir w«> commi-nrcd mir march honicwnnl. 
1 had not ptmc luon* than tw<i Inmdrcd yarth; downward 
when I wn.'i j eir/'d with i^o rxcruciatiup a paitt in each thigh 
a.*« to nmder nu- ineaitahlc f»f moving, and 1 was compelled to 
ptop ami peat tnycelf on a piect* of rock, acttially imagining 
1 must n-iutvin until jHoplfi arrived t-o cany me, for no 
c.arriag«* couhl he ti; ed in such a road. Colonel Watsson was 
ti-i had as nijvelf. We wen* obliged to .“top atul n\st every 
i-ix nr l iglit. minutes, which made otir jirogn's;! extremely 
tediou;: and plow. At last, however, we roached the hotlom 
of the mountain, ami hy half-past, eleven at night arrived 
at Mrs. VanronenV house quite exhaiLstcd and worn out with 
fatigue. I instantly wont to bed, awallowitJg by Colonel 
Gordon’s advice a large draught of hot and strong brandy 
and water. 'J’his, however, dixl not procure me any sleep. 
After a n'.stk‘s.s and uncumfurtnhie night I endeavoured to 
get Hj), hut was unable ; my limbs refused their office and 
neheti BO intolerably I was obliged to remain in bed. 

About nine in the moniing our Surgeon, Mr. Laird, camo 
to see me. He gave mo some medieino that caased a pro- 
fuse perspiration that relieved me materially. About noon 
I fell into a profound sleep which continued eight hours, 
at the end of which time 1 awoke, finding myself vastly 
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Islands on tlio coast of Aracan, considerably more to tho 
northward. 

Lunar obserrations were not thon como into general use 
and none were over t-aken on board the Seahorse. Colonel 
Watson, amongst his many accomplishments, was a perfect 
algebraist, thereby correcting his watch to such a nicety as 
to render it to all intents and piuposcs a complete time- 
piece. By his account thus kept ho made tho ship more to 
tho northward and eastward than tho reckonings of any of 
tho odicers, and during the voyage ho had alwa 3 rs been 
found right, especially with respect to tho Cape of Good 
Hope, which wo made witliin half an hour of the time he 
said we should, although by the ship’s reckoning we were 
near tlueo hundred miles from it. 

Tho weather in the Bay had been thick, with frequent 
squalls and much rain for sis days successively, during 
which wo had no observation. At dinner tho day tho land 
had been seen. Colonel Watson said aloud tho Island was 
not Cheduba, but ono at least a degree and a half more 
to the eastward and northward. Of this remark Captain 
Arthur took no sort of notice, whereupon the Colonel, 
addressing himself to Mr. Simson, said, “ I take upon my- 
self, though no seaman, to assert that if you stand on the 
same course you are now going, and at the same rate, by 
two o’clock in tho morning you will run the ship ashore, and 
that very near the place where the FalmxnUh Indiaman 
was wrecked, owing to a similar mistake, when every soul 
on board perished.” Mr. Simson replied he thought we 
were further down the Bay than the ship’s reckoning gave, 
and Colonel Watson added he was clear the fact was so 
and equally certain that we were at that moment upon 
soundings, probably in fifty or sixty fathoms. Captain 
Arthur, bursting with rage, looked as red as a turkey cock, 
' puffing and blowing with more than usual violence, but he 
uttered not a syllable. 

We continued standing on the same course, running 
seven knots an hour under topsoils and foresail, not feeling 
quite comfortable at what the Colonel had said, having, 
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lir. 

Cdtifu' ion liy iti tlif* «ny <if llif f'-ntiifti, lull coiihl 

rcntlrr tin in no niil nr.'l Im'l l»f t!»r n'innin wln-rf' wt ircn*. 
\Vf tlnrcforo liid fo, 1{ thru jii-l fhrf^ o'rinol: in tlin 
nioT-ninj:, iliiji mi ni n winil, I'lnryint*, n ^invi of f<nil 
ivliji'h ini.'i- In r iriv clown v«Ty cicp. 

Ill r.;i hriiir Dr. I.-.ir'i rnrio. fjonji v.ifh tho platl 

(iclij;:*:. *h“.t v,f' v,vrc> r-.lln r cl'-'' jv-nini; tuir vnl- r, tiif clntipor 
coiv f tnif n'.ly tlf rrv.a- ini!, nncl in nnotli'-r lioiir ?>^r. .Siin>;nn 

f..’; i!rnl v.'^ v.v rliouM do v<«rv v.cdl, liavint; run into tliirfv 

• • 

f.'ithonv'. Troin him «<• Ir-nnvd ihc followiitf; p.adic'iilan? : 
ill'll Arsltnr li.vl n'm-aiind upon dt-c-h nnlil Iwclvc* 

o'cloch, durini: which time* Im (Sim- on) had rf'pcaPdly 
rxprv '-vd hie. wi'-h to rnnnd a*i n nmlt^-r of priidcnro ; hut 
the* ('aplnin, not with'tandinK ho wna evidently uni'n'iy, 
n--.j*.t/*d it, rayin'*, "To-morrow mnniitif; at daybreak will 
he early enoufih," and then retired to the round house; that- 
nt micltiif'ht when Mr. Warn*, the r"Cond male, came upon 
det'l; to lake clmrfie of the wnteh ho {%Sim>.on) observed to 
him that he felt convineed Colonel Wat/ion was right n.s to 
the (••ituution of the i-hip, and he therefore retjue.stod Mr. 
Warn* would have everything n'ady for a ra.st of the lead 
and a I'harp look out. The weather had happily 

become ijnirh clearer, though it it ill blew atrong, wo con- 
tinuing nmning right Iw-fore it und'T double-reefi’d tojisail.s. 
Mr. Warre upon ?<lr. .Sim.eon’n having him immediatedy made 
the people piers the line forward, atalioning men in caeli of 
the chaius with coils ready to heave at a moment’s notice. 
A little before two in the morning Colonel Wahson went out 
of hi.s cabin, and whilst walking tho quarter-deck with Mr. 
Warre, raid he thought Ihero was an evident change in tho 
water, it having become smoother, lie therefore had no 
doubt we had shoided materially. Mr. Warre being of the 
same opinion had resolved to heave the lead without saydiig 
‘inything to the Cajitain, and wan in tho act of ordering it 
when a man from the bowsprit end cried out, “Breakers 
right idicad and clone aboard.” In tho same moment tho 
leadsman hove tlio lead, and finding it directly take 
the ground, he in his fright called out, “ There’s only 
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tiiree fathom.” The utmost confnsion and dismay ensned. 
Captain Arthur ran out of his cabin almost- frantic, crying 
bVft a child that he was mined past redemption and had 
sacrificed his own life as well as that of all on board. In the 
m(st abject and pnsillanimons manner he besought the 
crew and officers to exert- themselves, if possible, to save 
the ship. In his fright he ordered and counterordered in 
the same breath, and was in such consternation he knew 
not what he said or did. Mr. Simson seeing him so incapable 
advised his going to his cabin. 

Mr. Wane had, upon the first alarm, ordered the man 
at the wheel to put the helm up, braced the yards sharp up, 
and hauled his wind, heaving the lead as fast as it could be 
carried forward. The second cast we had ten fathoms, the 
third only seven, the fourth ten again, then several casts 
between seven and twelve fathom, after which it suddenly 
deepened to twenty-five fathom, when the risk was sup- 
posed to be over. Yet so irregular was the bottom that after 
having run at least a mile in twenty-five fathom we had two 
casts with no more than seven fathom. 

At daylight the mainland of Aracan was distinctly s^n 
from deck with breakers extending a great way out, over 
which the sea broke with immense fury. Our escape 
certainly was almost miraculous. Colonel Watson behaved 
with much moderation and propriety on the occasion, nor 
did he ever allude to the circumstance afterward when 
Captain Arthur was present, a delicacy and forbearance our 
Co mman der was scarcely deserving of, for his ignorance 
and obstinate stupidity had neariy cost us our lives. 

Having cleared the coast we stood to the westward for 
the purpose of making Point Palmiras. On the 18th 
(October), the weather being then quite moderate and fine, 
we saw the land, the sea xuiruffled and smooth as glass. 
During the night it fell calm. At daylight of the 19th we 
were well in with the land ; by observation at- noon found 
we were embayed between the real and false points, a situa- 
tion that Colonel Watson privately told us was big with 
evil, as, should it come on to blow from the eastward, which 
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'v.T.*- lii.dy hnj'jv-n nt {hr.! f^.-.-nn, <ntr pfo‘'j>'’rt wotilrl 
Iw rcimp rri^iirnl mui r.lnrrr.inf:. n*. v.p niiRlit lU't hf* nhlf^ to 
r!rr.r ril jj'-r <■{ tl " j>. ■!:!!-, .ind h! nnv rti!'’ thf ‘'tim-Jjt, whicli 
(hf’ti f(! r<n’:'.f:ly Ut !hr j '»»)!!n\nrtl .'Oid fipniuFt u!t, would 
pri'h.'tMy .*» hint: timr* in thf no'd: \ro hnd von* 

imiTf-t- I’y .ind tinn*-(vr- .irily fv^ »»to. Hrrv npnin lu’ 
rliowrd hh- f iijv rjr.r jtidpnv'Sjt. \Vr nrtunlly tTnininf-d nine 
dn)> !rv?;ddor 1 :< d, l>''inp otdio i| to l>rii»p t!i«> t.|u’p to nn 
.•jnrlif'r to jiri'V«’nt h^r hrinp rr.rri'd nwny liy tlu* curn’iit, 
which upr’n trird they fi.* ccrt.iii:''<l r.ui fit tlic mte of tlm'o 
l;r,ot,i mi ht.ur. 

(hi tlic r.f'sh fl lipht hrccr-c from tlic f outh-wi et luckily 
i ptmu: up. which f.nrri' d »i- into p.nlm nrt' Kond.'i, wheru 
We entile to mi mirhor. At dnylipht of the 3 |.!t we hftd the 
ple.vtip’ to if-e two rehooiier;. j-tmidiiiR townnhi un with 
(he C'-oinpritiyV’ colour; flyinp, from which (hey wi-pt known 
to In* jiilot vcrel*;, Hy <*ipht o'rIo<*k one of tfiem put n pilot 
on ho.iTxl of U'*, who took rhnrp<* of (he I'hip, immedintely 
pettiiif’ her under wny, nnd idotnl for (he river. In nbout 
nn hour (he witid fnih-d, nnd n*? (he ebh tide licgnn to ninko 
wc npnjn brought to. 



CHAPTER X 

ATTOBNEY AND PROCTOB IN BENGAL 

W E remained at anchor until four in the morning of the 
1st of November, when we once more made sail, and at 
noon anchored off the Island of Sangor, Soon after having 
so done a Bengal boat, called a pannceway, came along- 
side, which Colonel Watson engaged to convey him to 
Calcutta. At two in the afternoon the Colonel, with his 
assistants, Cressy and Agg, Major Mestayer, Mr. Morse, and 
myself took onr final leave of the Seahorse. 

This mode of travelling did not exactly meet onr appro- 
bation, pannceways being so constructed that you have 
not room to sit upright under the roof or covering of mat 
to protect those within from sun or rain, nor is there any 
place to let your legs hang down in, passengers sitting upon 
a platform like tailors on their shopboard. The novelty of 
the thing, however, and every mile we went bringing us 
nearer to our destination, reconciled us to the uneasy posi- 
tion. We proceeded in high glee. The boat was rowed by 
six black fellows, who were not sparing of their labour, so 
that we went at a good rate, and by six in the evening 
arrived off Culpee, where the Indiamen and other ships of 
heavy burthen then lay. Here we stopped to let the people 
rest and to wait for the next flood. 

Going a quarter of a mile up a creek, we landed at a poor, 
shabby house called a tavern, the appearance of which both 
internal and external gave us new-comers a very unfavour- 
able idea of a Bengal hoxise of entertaiiunent. It was in 
every respect uncomfortable and beastly dirty. It was the 
Colonel’s intention that the party should sleep here, but 
not a single bed could be obtained. In about an hour 
and a half after our arrival we had served up some very 
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excellent fish, tolerable fowls, with plenty of eggs and 
bacon, and, wbat was a prodigious luxury to mo who had 
been BO long without it, capitally good bread. Claret and 
Madeira wo had plenty of in the eamo boat, so that al< 
together we made a hearty meal. 

Having eatisfied our appetites, wo fixed upon a billiard- 
table as our resting-place, the Colonel, Major Mestoyor, and 
myself taking our respective stations at full length upon it. 
Sleep was, however, entirely out of the question from the 
m 3 niads of mosquitoes that assailed us. At the end of 
three hours’ misery I arose and walked about the room, 
surprized at the liidcous ycUs of jackals innumerable. 
Towards daybreak the troublesome insects quitted the 
apartment for the open air. I then lay down upon three 
chairs, and, being exhausted from want of rest, fell into a 
sound sleep, which continued upwards of two hours and 
refreshed me wonderfully. 

At eight I arose, and did ample justice to the hot rolls, 
tea, and coffee. At ten, the tide suiting, we re-embarked' in 
our unaccommodating vessel, taking with us a plentiful 
supply of cold fowls and other articles of food. Colonel 
Watson said he hoped we should reach his house by dark, 
but, owing to the wind coming to the north and impeding 
our progress, we were disappointed. Finding this to be the 
cose and our boat’s crew being quite tired from a severe 
day’s work, it was decided that we should stop to let them 
refresh themselves at a small village called Woolburreah, 
where we all landed. Colonel Watson undertaking to pro- 
cure curry and rice for us, for which purpose he began to 
speak Moors to the natives, which excited omr mirth. We 
laughed heartily, not only at the language so new to our 
ears, but at the whole scene that presented itself and the 
many grotesque figures that appeared amongst the spectators. 

The Colonel (absurdly as I conceived) took offence at 
our merriment, pettishly observing that if we chose to 
laugh at his exertions to get us a hot meal we might try for 
ourselves and see what we should make of it. We assured 
. him very triQy that our laugh was not at him, but &t the 
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IndicroTis Sgnr^ and po stur es lie black people put ttem- 
selres into, and Triici -siras so enlirelv ne~ to ns. Onr 
apology TTEs "vinell received, be leneTred Ms cookery, soon 
placing before ns some smoking iot curry of £si and fo~I, 
vMci TVB devomed voiacion^, pronouncing tiem de- 
licious, tiongi I cannot- say tbat I mnci admired tiem, nor 
did I ever become fond of Hindustani cookery. Ha-ring 
wasied do our food vitb claret, ve resumed onr stations 
in tie paunoeuray, rolimg ourselvK up in boat cloaks, and 
tins made it out for tie nigit tolerably vnlL 
Betrreen two and three in the morning, the dood tide 
Triakrrig. Tre got Under way. At daybreak we all mounted 
iroon the chopper of tie boat, at five came in sight of Garden 
Beacn, where I was greatly pleased by a rich and magniScent 
view of a number of splendid houses, tie residences of 
gentlemen of the highest rank in tie Companws serried, 
who, witi their femilies, nsualM left Calc utta in tie iot 
season to enjoy tie cooler and more lefr^iing sir of these 
pleasant situations. Some of tie occupants r^ded there 
throughout- tie year, gdng to town in tie morning to 
transact their busing and returning to tie country in 
tie evening. The Turdure throughout on every ade was 
bsautiiul beyond imaginatfon, tie whole of tie landscape 
bemg more luxuriant than I had any espectetion of seeing 
in tie b uming climate of BengaL 
In than an hour we wnre at the upper part of tie reach, 

where we went- on shore to Colonel Watson's, tie beauty of 
wMcb my powers of descr^tion are utterly inadequate to 
do justies to. The man si on was within a few yards of the 
edge of the river upon an elevation or bank full thirty feet 
above the level of the water, commanding a nohle view- of 
Garden Beach with all its palaces downward, a-nn upward 
Port WiijfaTTi with the inagnincent city of CMcutta, a sheet 
of water more than nine miles in ^tent, T-ca-rTy -two in 
breadth, covered wifli inaumerahle sips of <lTT?aTP-nf. cT7Ag . 

Colonel Watson had within a brick wall at least four 
hundred bo-gahs of land, of which the East- TT^m'a Compain* 
had executed a grant to him to construct- docks, both wet 
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and dry, biiild ships and establish a complete dockyard. 
An immense range of buildings was already erected in- 
tended for blacksmiths, carpenters, sailmakcrs, and all the 
different artificers employed in a dockyard. There was also 
another range of handsome, well-constructed warehouses, 
in which were deposited naval stores of every description, 
working tools of all sorts, besides anchors, cables, cordage, 
and canvas. Timber to a great value lay upon the premises 
in every direction. In short, there never was in any part 
of the world so stupendous and so expensive an imder- 
taking attempted to be carried into effect by a single in- 
dividual as this of Colonel Watson’s, yet extensive and pro- 
digious as it was he would beyond a doubt have effected 
his object had not a party started up to oppose and thwart 
him, which ultimately succeeded in its base plan, thereby 
stopping a work that would have done honour to the British 
name in Asia. 

In this stupendous work Colonel Watson originally em- 
barked with Major Archibald Campbell, then Chief Engineer 
in Bengal and afterwards created a Knight of the Bath and 
Governor of Madras. Those two gentlemen having arranged 
their plan at Raderpore, about three miles and a half from 
Calcutta, where they fixed on the ground required, they 
both proceeded to England to obtain the aid and sanction 
of the Company. The Court of Directors, on having the 
circumstances fully before them, were' so satisfied of the 
extraordinary merit of the proposers as to determine .at 
once to afford them every assistance they could expect or 
ask for. A grant, by regular deed, was immediately made 
out by their Law officers of the quantity of ground required, 
tonnage to a considerable extent being likewise allowed 
them in each of their ships to transport the necessary heavy 
stores from Europe free of toimage and every other inci- 
dental expense except the prime cost of the different articles. 
The Directors likewise sent out orders to their Government 
in Bengal to support and promote the work by every means 
in their power. 

In the beginning of the year 1777 Colonel Watson pur- 
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chased Campbell’s interest in the concern, and became the 
sole proprietor of the premises and immense stock that was 
upon it. At the time I accompanied him to India he had 
expended in the purchase money, in preparations for exe- 
cuting this stupendous work and collecting all kinds of 
stores, no less a sum than one hundred and eighty thousand 
pounds, an incredible amount for a private person to risk 
upon any speculation. 

Colonel Watson whilst at Portsmouth had showed me much 
civility. In the course of the voyage our intimacy increased, 
and he observed that he had little doubt he could have 
it in his power to push mo forward in my profession by 
introducing me to some of the most opulent and respectable 
natives. He also desired that upon our arrival in Bengal 
I would make his house my home until I could establish 
myself to my own satisfaction. 

I was highly pleased in viewing the extensive works 
which the Colonel took us over, explaining every part and 
particular. A European manager of his also attended, of 
whom the Colonel enquired what news there was in Calcutta. 
The man answered he knew of none, but, recollecting him- 
self, added, “ Oh, I forgot to tell you we have lost two of 
our great people, General Clavering, the Commander-in- 
Chief, who has recently died, and Judge Le Maitre, of the 
Supreme Court, who departed this life only the day before 
your arrival. I suppose you must have heard the minute 
guns which were fired for his funeral at sunrise this morn- 
ing from the ramparts of Fort William.” The death of the 
Judge was likely to be of importance to Mr. Morse and 
myself, both of us having letters of recommendation to him. 
Previous to our arrival Mr. Morse and I had agreed to 
keep house together, and he undertook to look out for a 
suitable habitation. 

At eleven o’clock in the forenoon I was agreeably 
surprized by seeing my young friend and companion, 
Robert Pott, driving up the avenue in a very jemmy 
equipage. Our joy at meeting was sincere and recip- 
rocal. He said lis had an excellent apartment fitted up 
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and ready for my sole use, which I must forthwith take 
possession of, and for that purpose accompany him in his 
phaeton into Calcutta. But this Colonel Watson, who 
overheard him, said could not he, nor would ho part with 
me. He said ho should be glad to see liim (Pott) at all times 
at the docks, where ho might have as much of my company 
as he pleased. Ho then invited him to dinner that day, 
which he accepted, observing that ho must go back to town 
to tell Daniel Bnrwell, his chum, to entertain a large party 
that were engaged to dine with them. Ho insisted upon 
my accompanying him to Calcutta, which I did, finding it 
a pleasant ride of nearly four miles. 

Although it was called the cold weather the sun appeared 
to me to have prodigious influence, and to strike hotter 
than I ever felt it in England at any season. Pott drove 
me to his residence, a noble mansion belonging to Bichard 
Barwcll, Esq., a member of the Supreme Comicil, who lent 
it to his younger brother, Daniel Barwell, and three friends, 
these being Pott, IMr. Cator, and Mr. Gosling. I was im- 
mediately introduced by Pott in the most affectionate 
manner to the other inmates, after which he conducted me 
into ver^' spacious rooms, elegantly furnished, and having 
some valuable paintings in them. They consisted of three 
chambers opening into each other. Pott told me these were 
exclusively appropriated to my use. In one, where a bed 
was preparing for me, Pott took from a writing-desk a 
bundle of letters all under one envelope, addressed to me. 
These ho had prepared in the event of his not being upon 
the spot when I arrived, to ensure me a kind and hospitable 
reception from several of his friends. He in these letters 
spoke of me as the dearest friend he had in the world. They 
were addressed to Captain William Palmer (now a General 
officer), Mr. John Shore (now Lord Toignmouth), Messieurs 
Montgomery, Kneller, Purling, Ducarel, Bird, Bristow, 
Graham, Hatch, Adair, Evelyn, and Mr. Justice Hyde. 

As one o’clock was at that time the general hour of dining 
I was obliged to remind Robert, and hasten him. Having 
fleet horses we went back at a great rate, but found the 
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Mr. Francis, the other member of the Supreme Board, 
was then absent, being upon a visit at Chinsurah. Colonel 
Watson expressed great doubts as to the reception he should 
meet with from this gentleman from the following circum- 
stance : Colonel Watson had commenced his military career 
as a subaltern in the corps of Engineers in His Majesty’s 
service, in which he had served abroad, particularly at the 
famous siege of the Havannah in the West Indies, where, 
as a ymmg officer, he had acquired much credit. Upon the 
capture of that fortress he was summoned to England in 
great haste. On his arrival in London he found a letter 
from Lord Clive, who patronised him, desiring him in case he 
reached London by a certain day therein specified, immedi- 
ately to follow him (Lord Clive) to Portsmouth, as he 
proposed taking him with him to Bengal, where he should 
be able to provide for him, having already secured an 
appointment for him in the Company’s Engineers at that 
Presidency. His lordship added that he had arranged 
everything respecting his leave of absence from His 
Majesty’s service with Mr. Welbore Ellis, the Secretary at 
War. 

In the same letter was enclosed a few lines of introduction 
to Mr. Ellis, which he (Watson) was desired to deliver in 
person, when every requisite document would directly be 
furnished. He accordingly waited upon the Secretary at 
War, who received him with the utmost politeness, giving 
him a line to the. chief clerk in a particular department to 
supply the necessary papers. This clerk happened to be 
Mr. Philip Francis, a pompous, haughty coxcomb, who, 
very imlike Mr. Ellis, received Mr. Watson with much 
superciliousness of manners, by some described as “in- 
solence of office.’’ Being obliged to accept the Secre- 
tary’s note he did so, but instantly laid it down upon his 
desk without perusal, whereupon Mr. Watson ci'^y re- 
quested his immediate attention to his business, every 
minute being of importance. Thus urged he did condescend 
to read Mr. Ellis’s note, after which he coolly and deliberately 
referred to three or four large manuscript books, examined 
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them in several different parts, then, turning to Watson, 
said : 

“You are all vprong In applying here, your leave of 
absence must come from the Master-General of the Ord- 
nance, not the Secretary at War.” 

“ Upon my word. Sir,” answered Watson, “ I must think 
Mr. Ellis is well acquainted -with the duties of his office and 
not likely to make the mistake you charge him with. How- 
ever, be that as it may, I cannot lose my time in discussing 
mattem of form with you,” and seizing Mr. Ellis’s note 
from the desk he instantly ran with it back to that gentle- 
man, Mr. Francis calling after him not to bo in such a 
hurry. 

Watson having stated what had occurred, the Secretary 
rang his bell with some violence, desiring Mr. Francis 
might come to him, which he directly did, when Mr. Ellis 
said, “I sent this gentlemen with an order to you to fill 
up a permission for him to go to India without prejudice to 
his rank in the King’s service, instead of doing winch you 
have insolently and presumptuously opposed your opinion, 
thereby betraying your ignorance as well as impertinence, 
for which I am inclined to punish you as you deserve. Go 
along and do as you are ordered without comment, and be 
upon l^our guard in future, for should a similar behaviour 
occur you remain not another hour in the War Office.” 

The humbled and' mortified clerk bowed and rcthed. 
He forthwith drew the paper, sulldly chucking it across 
his desk to Watson, and observing, “ You were in a damned 
hurry.” Mr. Watson merely replied, “True, I was, and 
am.” 

This circumstance the Colonel thought might have 
made too strong an impression upon Francis’s mind ever 
to be forgotten, and now that they were about to meet, 
both in elevated stations, ho apprehended Mr. Francis 
would show that he did recollect it by his treatment of him. 
Mr. Francis, however, if he did recognize his old War 
Office acquaintance, betrayed not the smallest sign of 
his so doing. He received him with the utmost respect, 
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nnd wan upon nil oconsions n slrenuous supporter of Iho 
ColonclV plans. 

I’oti, who always coiU[>laiiU‘tl if I addressed him by any 
other title than that of “Bob,” having presented mo with 
a buggj' horse, I cver^' morning drove into Caleutta direct 1}' 
after brcakf.nst. Bob introduced me in the kindest manner 
to Judge Hyde aud his family, saying to him with his \isual 
familiar style, “ Hfj' dear friend Vrilliam must be taken 
care of, so pray mind you give him yiuir sujiport nnd interest 
whcjicver necc.ssnry,” nnd, turning to Mrs. Hj'de (then a 
very lovclj* woman), he continued, “ And the more civilities 
and attentions you show to the friend of my heart, whom 
I sincerely love, the more I shall love you, my charming 
Mrs. Hj'de.” To do this couple justice they did invariably 
treat me with every possible degree of kind and hospitable 
attention. 

Bob Pott likewise introduced me to Sir Elijah Impey, the 
Chief Justice, and to Mr. Chambers, afterwards Sir Robert, 
at both of whoso houses I was always treated most kindly. 
Sir Robert Chambers made a point of my spending everj’ 
Saturday and Sunday wit.h him at his house about Iavo 
miles from town. His family then consisted of Lady 
Chambers, at that time a beautiful creature not mora than 
eighteen years of age, two lovely cliildrcn, a boy and a 
girl ; Mrs. Chambers, mother of Sir Robert, a worthy and 
cheerful old lady ; Mr. William Johnson and Mr. William 
Smoult, both Attorneys, w’ho went out in the same ship 
with the Judges, and under the immccbalc protection of 
Sir Robert. Mr. Johnson at the time I arrived was Clerk 
of the Crown and one of the Sworn Clerks in Equity ; Mr. 
Smoult was Sealer and Clerk to Sir Robert. These two 
young men arc now both dead. 

A few days after my arrival in Calcutta Mr. Morse called 
to say he had been informed by several pemons competent 
to judge of the measure that it would be bad policy for us 
to live together, for that the natives, prone to mean sus- 
picion, would conclude when we acted on different sidc.s as 
Counsel and Attorney that the interests of our resnectivo 
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clionts would bo sacriflcod to our private attachment to 
each other. Our intended jimction os housekeepers was 
therefore given up and relinquished. Tliis, however, made 
not the least alteration in our friendship or regard for each 
other, which continued unabated during our mutual resi- 
dence in Bengal. 

Mr. Morse one day observed that going about to deliver 
letters of introduction alone was a very unpleasant cere- 
mony, to remedy which he proposed we should do it to- 
gether. In those houses where he delivered a letter he 
would introduce mo, and I should do the same with respect 
to him whore I gave mine. This proposal I agreed to, and 
it was^dopted. 

Looldng over the letters that remained from the persons 
to whom they were addressed being dead, or having left 
the country, Morse holding out one in particular and re- 
ferring to his memorandum book to see who had given it to 
him, said, “ This I should like to read because it contains, 
I have no doubt, a high panegyric upon mo. Dining at on 
intimate friend of mine, Mr. Leo, in Berners Street, some 
weeks prior to my leaving London, I there met Mr. Potter, 
who, I was informed, was a Welsh Judge, a man of large 
fortune, living in the first comipony ; his address was ele- 
gant and fashionable. Upon my introduction to him os a 
person just going to Bengal os a Barrister of the Supreme 
Court, he made a number of civil speeches. Soon after 
dinner, again coming up to mo, he said Mr. Lee appeared so 
greatly interested in my success abroad that he (Potter) 
should request I would bo the bearer of a letter to Mr. 
Lo Maitro, one of the Judges with whom ho had been brought 
up from early infancy, and between whom the most cordial 
attachment subsisted, and who, ho was sure, would take 
every opportunity of promoting my success in consequence 
of his desire. Now,” continued Morse, “a letter thus, as I 
may say forced upon me, makes me solicitous to learn 
what an entire stranger like Mr. Potter can say of me in 
the complimentary way.” 

I told Morse that this Mr. Potter was an intimate ac- 
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quaint-nnco of m3’ fntlipr nnd sisters, tlmt I also had sovoral 
letters from him te gentlemen in India, all of which wore 
given to me open, as was eustomary, and I eould not help 
thinking liis to Mr. Lo Maitro being sealed made the con- 
tents a little suspicious, at least os far os ho (Morse) was 
concerned. “ Then," said Morse, “ by God, I’ll ascertain 
that fact,” and he inBl.antly broke open the letter in ques- 
tion. It contained two sheets of paper close written, the 
first consisted of domestic circumstances with an account 
of mutual friends, the second, politics, comments upon the 
mode in wliich the Government of India was conducted 
nnd severe strictmes upon the conduct of the gentry in 
Leadenhall Street. As I saw Morse had read almost to 
the end of the letter without his name being once men- 
tioned I observed to him, " Morse, this new nnd zealous 
friend of yours seems slow in naming you to the Judge.” 
“ Oh, never fear,” replied Morse, “ I shall appear when I 
am brought forth uith the higher colouring, and I conclude 
something fulsomdy complimeniary / ” Ho did appear 1 in 
the lost two lines, and in these very extraordinary words ! 
“ This will, I believe, bo delivered to you by a hli. Morse, 
who the devil ho is or what sort of a man I cannot tell, 
never having seen him in my life 1 ” 

Poor Morse looked quite confounded at this strange and 
unexpected paragraph. After a pause ho suddenly ex- 
claimed, “Damn the follow, what could ho mean by tliis 
infamous duplicity 1 Had ho been teased by one who hod 
little or no claim upon him for a letter of introduction, that 
might have been some sort of excuse for so outrageous and 
impudent a falsehood and such contemptuous terms re- 
lating to me, but crammed down my throat as his letter was 
unsought and unwished for by me, renders his conduct base 
and unaccountable.” 

I firmly believe there have been too many instances of 
Bunilar kind recommendations ; it would surely be more 
fair and candid to refuse writing at all than to do as Mr. 
Potter did. It was reported, and I fear truly, that Mr. 
Laurence Sullivan, when Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
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made a private mark upon such letters as ho v,-ished should 
be attended to, a shameful and unjust practice. 

On the 12th of November Sir Elijah Impey desired I 
•would attend in Court the following morning, and I should 
be entered upon the Roll- I accordingly did so, took the 
usual oaths, and became Solicitor, Attorney, and Proc-tor 
of the Supreme Court, the latter branch being particularty 
productive, from the fees being nearly double in ecclesiasti- 
cal business. My shipmates. Messieurs Tilghman and Morse, 
were the- same morning admitted as Advocates, 

In consequence of my numerous acquaintances I had 
many invitations to large dinner parties, v/hich often led 
me into ercess, it being the custom in those days to drink 
freely. Ha-ving landed iu Bengal with my blood in a ferment 
from the intemperance committed on board ship, the e-vil 
was not lessened by daily superabundant potations of 
champagne and claret, the serious effects of which I began 
to experience by severe headaches and other feverish symp- 
toms. 

On the 13th (Xovember) I had been in town and -was 
returning to Colonel Watson’s in my buggy about one 
o’clock when I met 3Ir. Justice Hyde in his palankeen, who 
stopped me to say I was guilty of great imprudence by daily 
exposing myself to the sun, thereby running the risk of 
laying myself up with a fever. He therefore recommended 
me to have recourse to medicine forth'with. I promised 
to foUov/ his advice, but being engaged on the next day 
to a famous tavern dinner to be given by Captain William 
Palmer, I could not prevail on myself to forego the pleasure 
of joining the convivial set. I therefore went to the Har- 
monic, though suffering rmder an excruciating headache 
and pain in my back. My illness incTeased so much that 
before dinner was half over I was obliged to leave the table 
and house. Pott observing I turned very pale followed 
me out, insisting on attending me home to his house instead 
of going to Colonel Watson’s, a desire I -willingly complied 
with, as I was, upon moving, seized with a violent sickness 
at mv stomach. 
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Iw-im; rs'jjvi yi <J (•« ?’<’{( V, 1 \\a<. put fo Iwtl, iiiy 

fri' iul Holi <iii!y !i aviii;: tif {n jiriu iirr flu’ nni-ndaiK-f <>f 
llic . H«- rp-xiily ifSunu d, liriJM’iii}; with hifii 

.InjKrv l.njnl nt’.tl lij-; .loliu I.ninl, llicn liij’li 

in till' <‘(tinpany’»> ftrvif*<* ami rininc'Ul in hi;: pnifr.'-.'-ion. 
I ! I'on jHrr< jwd from {In- Janj;n;>?,’i- of the latpT that In* was 
nlanm-il ahoul nn*. Not wilh*tnndin!: vnrion*: nnnlicinc*;: 
wnv n-'or'ril to nothins: wmihl stoji tin* vmnitinp, which 
rontinucd the wlioh* >ii*^Iit, I rxivn-tiii',' cwry inoincnt to 
l*f niy la.' t. Toward*- morning; a dclirinm cann* f>n, and for 
fonrilays I wa*: not oon-n-irnn: of nnylhini: tliat pa; .‘-t;d. 

I'pit’i r< ('ovorinj: niy ■•■n*t-: I n-cnn’d to awnho as if from 
a ln:rTid droain, nocoinpaniod witli fi'ii'^ations of agonies so 
r''iiiplic at«-il 1 oaniKit «h-crih'*. 1 found my hclovi-d friond 
Tott, \\ilh icvt-ral jorvants, htamliiif: hy my Innlsidc, In. 
with a f ouiii4*n:im'o oxpr«-',*ivt* of tin* dic*jH-,‘-t sorrow, nor 
di«l In* ajjjK-ar {.'ratified at my J;nowin{; Itim, thu rea‘:on of 
wliieh, as I afterwards learnt, was that the j)hysician.s had 
told him it wa.*: all over with me, not the s!nalli*,st prohahility 
of recovery tx-mainijift, hut. (hat mo.st- liln*ly (!»o doliritim 
would eea-e a few minute;; before <k*nth. He therofore con- 
cluded the fatal tijue w;i« arrived. A blister (hat entirely 
C(»ven-d my brea*.l annoyed me preally, especially one 
corner that, wa*; looin*. I n.sked for a j)air of scissors to cut 
it off. 'J'his ij)due(*d Pott to Rupi)(».sc me again wandering, 
and I was n;.t(mishcd at his saj’ing, “ No, no, my dear 
\Villiajn, yo\i shall have no sci.s'jors 1 a.s.sure yon.” 1 then 
c.\i)laincd what I wanl<*d them for, when he iii.slantl 3 ' sent 
of! for tin; doctors. Witliin half an hour I was .surrounded 
hj* seven of them, that is, Dr. -A. Campbell, Stark, Robert- 
son, two l..airds, and mj* shipmntc.s, Cleveland and Iloworth. 
The}' all looked very di.sinnl, and 1 saw clearlj' they e.vpcctcd 
mj' di.s.solu(ion, j'ct I never gave mj'self up, nor felt anj' 
particular dread at the thoughts of d 5 ’ing. 

I continued in this hopeless state ten daj'S, the doctors 
in the morning thiuldug it impossible for me to survive until 
night, and the same from night to morning. In this forlorn 
condition 1 was allowed to drink as much claret as 1 pleased, 
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and delidons it "35 to my palate. Equally grateftil and 
retreshing •vrere oranges Trhich "vrere given me several times 
a day. 

In the heighth of the fever I had frequently been lifted 
out of bed and put into the vrarm bath, though vithont 
deriving any benefit until the 30th (November) about 
noon, —hen just as they vrem taking me out' of the bath a 
rash suddenly appeared over my —hole body, attended 
frith a profuse perspiratioiu Dr. Campbell, frho happened 
to be present, ordered the attendants instantly to cover 
me frith sha— Is, observing the crisis vfas arrived, and an 
hour TTould decide the business. He sat dofm by the side 
of my bed to —ait the issue, and soon told Pott he had 
hopes of saving me. A ne— medicine that vras prescribed 
acted most favourably, so much so that at a consultation 
of the doctors in the evening I vas pronounced in a fair —ay 

for recoverv, 

« 

The following day, being the 1st of December, I had a 
slight r e t urn of fever, frhich soon yielded to medicine, and 
from that time I gradually came about, though I continued 
HO —eat I could scarcely turn myself as I lay on the bed, 
nor had I the least degree of appetite. The doctors teased 
me to eat, but obey I could not, until about the 7th of the 
month, —hen I fancied I should like a little dry toast, vhich 
being prepared and brought I f^h diSoulty sivalloved 
a morseL soon after frhich Dr. Stark arrived. His first ques- 
tion fras had I eat anything ? Upon my replying, “ Yes, 
some dry toast,” he said, “ Well, I am ^d you have begun 
at last, though I had rather you had eat anything else : 
dry toast is not- frholesome.” In an hour after he left me. 
Dr. Campheil called, —ho likeviss enquired as to eating, 
and, beingtold vhat I had done, said, “ I am glad to hear it, 
you cannot eat a better thing. Take it frequentfy a-nd as 
much oi it as you please ! ” So much for the difference of 
doctors’ opinions I I, ho— ever, have no donht but- Dr. 
Campbell fras ri^t. The toast oertainfy did Tna good. 

I continued improving in health, hut so slofrly that it 
—as the 17th before I could stir a step vithout assistance. 
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Dr. Campbell said that in all his practice he had never 
seen a person recover from such a state as I was in. I 
certainly owed my life to the imusual exertions and at- 
tendance of the physicians united to the indefatigable 
attention of Pott and his servants. Amongst the latter 
there was an old fellow who had been in the service of Lord 
Clive. He scarcely ever left my bedside, nor ever appeared 
to sleep. How he bore the fatigue was a matter of surprize 
to every person that came to me. 

When the violence of the fever abated, languor and total 
want of appetite being the most dangerous symptoms that 
remained, this good body was for ever preparing something 
new in the way of nourishment to tempt me with, which 
finding me averse to eat of he would with the most per- 
severing mildness endeavour to persuade me at least to 
taste, saying he was sure it would do. me good, and that 
his old master. Lord Clive, always benefited by such things 
when ill. He \ised also, if ho thought my spirits lower than 
in general, to try to raise them by roundly asserting I should 
be free from every attack of illness for at least seven years to 
come in consequence of the fever I had just escapedfrom, and 
that during his long life he had never seen it otherwise. 

On the 24:th, by Dr. Campbell’s orders, being completely 
enveloped in shawls, I was put into a palankeen and once 
more conveyed to Colonel Watson’s house at the docks, 
where, from the change of air, I recovered rapidly. In three 
days my appetite became so keen there was no satisfying 
mo. On the 1st of January, 1778, the only traces of my 
illness were a very pale face and thui, emaciated body. 

Soon after my return to Colonel Watson’s he told me that 
my shipmate, Cleveland, had more than once expressed a 
wish that we should join and live together in a very good 
house he had taken, which from its vicinity to the Court 
House would suit me admirably. To this proposal I readily 
agreed, and as soon as I had sufficient strength to go to 
Calcutta, called upon him. 

I found the house delightfully situated upon the' Es- 
planade, open to the southward and eastward, and com- 
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njanding an extensive view both up and down the river, to 
whicli it was close. Jt belonged to Mrs. Ogden, the widow 
of a pilot then recently dead, who had loft her this house 
with other property. The only reasonable objection that 
could bo made was its being cutcha, that is, built with mud 
instead of mortar. Formerly the greater part of the build- 
ings in Lcngal were of that description, whereas there is 
now hardly one to bo scon throughout Calcutta, being re- 
pIo,ccd l)y well constructed solid masonry. For this house 
wo agreed to pay three liundrcd sicca rupees, or thirty-seven 
pounds ten sliillings a month. I^ott oxolaimed upon enter- 
ing it at its unfurnished state, and undcitook to got it 
put into a proper condition for us, which he did, but at an 
expense of nearly one thousand pounds. On the 6th of 
January wo became joint householders. 

The following day, being that on which the term com- 
menced, Sir Elijah Impey, Chief Justice, Sir Robert 
Chambers, the oificors of the Court, Barristers, and At- 
torneys assembled at nine o’clock in the morning at the 
house of Mr. Justice Hyde, who always gave them a break- 
fast the first of every term and sessions, the whole body aft,cr- 
wards proceeding in a line to the Court, attended by the 
iShcrifT, Undcr-ShcrilT, his servants and constables. At the 
door of the Court House, one of the Supreme Council joined 
the procession and took his scat upon the bench, which was 
then considered a proporcomplimentto HisMajesty ’s Justices. 
For many years back that ceremony has ceased to bo observed. 

I had no want of clients, having within a week after 
I commenced business twelve actions and three equity 
suits to prosecute or defend. The difference in the practice 
from that pursued in Westminster Hall at first puzzled 
me a little, but the Advocates and Attorneys, showing the 
utmost readiness to give mo information and assistance, I 
soon made myself master of the forms. Being invited to dine 
with Sir IClijah 3 mpey after the Court broke up, I dressed and 
went there, where I met many of the principal gentlemen of 
the Settlement, being introduced to those I was not already 
acquainted with, and passed a cheerful, pleasant day. 



I f< It « s.tn m< ly in<>rtirir«l nt hi-t jmpcrtint'nf mnnncr 
t lx for** • (i ft rcnjpntjy, ntul I Iw'lifvo iny 

fotmtxn:infn (.luiwod that I \va.-« ofTctidrcl, for lu‘ ftiithlonly 
hi''' iK-linvintir ntul Jnn»!<* n fri'ftt mnt»y civil ppccchc,*!. 
Hi* rr ijii'*’ <' <l I Monlrl ilo him the honour to ilitu* with him, 
Iftmi'tit'tl the Very j^ven* ineliipo-.ition I hnd tmtlorpom*, 
nthliti}.’ if I uotihl follow hii ndvicc ho would niiswor for it 
1 neve r T'hould h<* troubled with hilo, his proventfttivo heinp 
ft plft'*; of cold wftt/*r as rooii na 1 nwohe in tho inorninp, 
and another on rctirinp to n'^t at nipht. Thi?, ho said, a 
phy^iciatt of omlnonco in I/mdon had ivcomuicndcd, and 
he* had fouml it nnsw«*r nui''t complololy. 

At dinner 1 mi‘l Mr. Shoe* (now Sir Goorgo, a baronet), 
Sir tlohn l)’Oyle*y, Mr. I’ctor Moore, Mr. I/*onard Collins, 
Mr. Kelwarel Hiiy, Mr. Ge*orpe Hatch, Mr. lllchard Johnson, 
and Mr. John Hnlelatio, with all of whom I became very 
intimate and lived in habits of great. kindnc.sa. I lament to 
»ay the five* last, named liave been dead for several years. 
During dinner Mr. Franeas, speaking to a gentleman ne.ar 
him, said, “ When do you expect to get away. Captain 
Newto V " and was answered, “I hope, sir, by this day 
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In this j)ftrly I first pnw tho barbarous custom of pelleting 
cftch other, with lit lit* balls of brr/ul ninclc like pills, ncross 
the table, ^vhicb was even practised by the fair sex. Some 
people could diseharge (hern with such force ns to cause 
considerable pain when stniek in the face. Mr. Daniel 
Harwell was such a proficient that ho could at the distance 
of three or four yards snufT a candle, and that several times 
Fucecssivcly. 

This strange trick, fitter for savages than polished socictj’, 
produced many quarrels, and at last entirely censed from 
the following occurrence : A Captain Morrison had rc- 
pentedlj’ expres.ccd bis abhorrence of pelleting, and said 
that if nnj’ person struck him with one he should consider 
it intended ns an insult and resent it accordingly. In n few 
minutes after he had so said ho received a smart blow in the 
face from one wdiich, although discharged from a hand below 
the table, he could trace b3' the motion of the arm from 
whence it came, and saw that the pclleter was a verj' 
recent acquaintance. He therefore, mthout the least 
hesitation, took up a dish that stood before him and con- 
tained a leg of mutton, which ho discharged with all his 
strength at the offender, and with such well-directed aim 
that it took place ujion the licad, knocking him off his chair 
and giving him a severe cut upon the temple. This pro- 
duced a duel, in which the unfortunate pclleter was shot 
through the body, lay upon his bod many months, and never 
perfectly recovered. Tliis put a complete stop to the absurd 
praetice. 

Having partaken -of several entertainments given at the 
tavern by Captain Sutton and other gentlemen, I thought 
it incumbent upon me to return the compliment, and 
accordingly bespoke the handsomest dinner that could bo 
provided for forty, at the Harmonic Tavern. On the day 
appointed thirty-nine sat down to table, all of whom did 
ample justice to the feast, and drank freely, some of my 
guests remaining till three in the morning, when they 
staggered home, well pleased with their fare and declaring 
I was an admirable host. 

J 
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Tiir. i.nps nr xirn anosrr.s'on lao 

tuv -H .»:.(! tiiT'M* n:\!ivr rJul:*: : inmicy mujicqurntly c.imo 
ill Jfi' l. :>n tlint 1 m-vi r lw« t<iwi*i1 ti (hrni^thl nlinut Iho priro 
<<J nil riTljrlr ; \\lin1«<v« r I w.nilril \va.*i <»r(lprcd ImniP. I 
nindc il n nili', li(i\v< \ i r. to di'-rharj:** every tlomnud upon 
nu' tile firrt «>f eneh tnoiith. 

N«<t n wcel: ev< r ji.-e-'e,! witluitit i«y vi.hifiiu; CVilonel 
\Vn!.' on, \v})n i tnrj; to lii's dnrhynrd. t)nf driy j 

linpjt nt d to l*c with !iim htohim: nt tlie workmen horinR 
t4i .T t’l rtnin the difTeretil Jtind^ of l oil, wljen nt. the depth of 
more thnn one Imndrrd h-ef. from the Htirfnce of the earth 
the nujiur met with n r ulv tanee n* htinl it wn.i willt extreme 
ilifiieidty till y eould forre it on. rpon the diflemit divijiinn.i 
of the horer heitu; hrouftht up nnd uurerewed, this rc.'ii.Ktnnco 
u;i‘x found to liave he<*u ore.i.‘-ioned hy the nupur cominp 
ripaiii'-t nud poinp throuph n piece of perfectly {lound timber 
of full thri-e fiet- in ihickne.'-s. Tlii'i was considered ns a 
ino-t exlrnordinriry event., imr eould nn3‘ of the ingeniou.s 
men or nnlur;di> Is of .•\.*-in in nny manner neenunt. for it. 

In the month fif Deeemher (177.S) my old friend nnd 
idiipm.’ite in the Plns^nj, S.nmuel Hopers, arrived in Ilcnpnl, 
linvinp the eommnnd of the Oflrrlfi; Knst. Indinmnn. I wns 
lini-iTely e);ul to see this worthy mnn. He came out with 
the unfortunate drorvnmr which on her return to Kuropc 
crowded with prc'enpem ran npround upon the con.st of 
.Africa eonsidcrahly to the northward of the Cniie, sho 
hnvinp hcen pncsly nrntaketi in her reekoninp. Although 
it blew .strong whi'U the aeeident Imjipened, whie.h wns in 
the middle of the night, most of tho people nnd passengers 
reached the shore in safety, being n.^sisted therein by the 
navnge inhabitants of that pnrt of the countrj'. They 
were, however, mnny hundred miles from Iho Capo or tho 
re.sidcnco of ntiy Europeans. 

Among.st tho haj)le.ss passengers were Mr. and Hfre. 
Ho.'ea with two children (Mr. Ho.sea hnving acquired a 
hand.somc fortune in the f'ompnny’s civil service nt Bengal), 
the wife of the Chief Oflicer, nn<l Charles Newjnan, Esq., 
Barrister of the Sujjrcmc Court, who had also made a fino 
fortune by his profassion. These, with others whoso names 
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I do not now recollect, were either murdered or carried 
prisoners into the interior of the country by the natives, 
a race of CafEres. Three persons only of the whole crew 
(seamen), after undergoing almost unequalled hardships, 
reached the Cape, none of the rest having ever since 
been heard of, notwithstanding the Dutch Governor dis- 
patched several difierent parties in quest of them. Within 
the last five years it is said that one of the travellers 
into Africa at a great distance from the sea coast saw 
some young persons of a much fairer skin than the in- 
habitants in general. It has therefore been supposed that 
these may have been the oftepring of the unfortimato ladies 
by the CafEres that made them prisoners. Lady Chambers 
lost one of her cluldren that was on board tins ill-fated ship. 

In the middle of February my friend. Bob Pott, took leave 
of me and embarked in the Geres, and towards the end of the 
same month Mr. Daniel Barwell also departed with Captain 
Rogers. Their voyage turned out disastrous and proved 
fatal to Mr. Barwell. When ofE the Mauritius they un- 
fortunately fell in with a largo French privateer, in which 
ship klr. Whittall, then high in the Company’s civil service 
at Madras, but much engaged in commercial concerns with 
the French, was said to be a part owner. Be that as it may, 
she attacked the Osterhy, and, being a powerful vessel, full 
of men, after a short and unavailing conflict on the part of 
the Osterhy the latter was obliged to strike her colours, and 
was carried a prize to the Isle of France, or Mauritius. 

Mr. Barwell in a few weeks obtained permission to leave 
the island in an American vessel which was bound to the 
Cape of Good Hope, where having arrived in safety he 
engaged a passage to Europe on board a Dutch East India- 
man. This ship reached the coast of Holland o£E the port of 
Middlebiugh, where she was to stop. An ignorant fellow 
went on board and took charge of her as pilot to conduct her 
in, who ran her upon a sand-bank, where she was totally 
lost. The brutal Dutchmen on shoro made no effort to 
prevent the accident, which from tho course she steered 
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tlif-y f-n«- f..r n-vrrn! hrmrs intj- l hnjjpon, iu»r <li»l llioy wlifn 
tlio ui':n.-!<'r lin<l ri'-tunlly oc«-um'fl taUo nny mt'a.'stin-.i to 
rnv^* tlir live,': t>f tlio tmfortun.il'* jx-niour; on honnl. Tlioy 
rupj>tr'(5, not'vitlj-tnnclinp tin* vr;>.t'l lin<l Dutch colotirH 
flyinp, thnt j'h'- Kiifth-h, nnd li.vi hoisted the t-iipign of 
Hollruul to indtirc the on j-horc to rcncl off acpifitnnct?, 

for tlx’V pr<'no«nct'd it impor.'sihh’ thnt. nny Dtitch j<hij» could 
iH'tniy nic-h ijnuirnnrc n-t thh: rhip hnd dono in running for 
thf- h.-iTlxtur. 

'J'ounrd-- evening of the day on which pIk* fit ruck it. Ijcgnn 
to Mow rtnmg, the (cn ron«'CTHJcntly ro.se, which innde 
thn.v* on hoard nppnchcnd r-hc inufit go to pieces before the 
morning. Mr. Harwell, w'ho wna n remnrknblj* good 
fiwimnu-r, therffore determined to Ic.nve the wreck nnd 
mnke for the nmre.st- Innd, nbout three miles difitnnt, 
nnothcr young mnn who Imd been a mid.i^hipman of the 
OMfrUy agn-fing to nccompanj' him. They accordingly 
swam from the ».hip nnd both peri'died, whereas nlmo.’;t the 
whole of tho;-(* that n-mnined with the WTCck were saved. 
Hy daybreak the i)enj)le on shore had ascertained the ship 
in di'-tn-^'f to Ik.* a Dutch homcwnnl bound Ea.st Indinmnn, 
whereupon a rccnc of general confiKsion ensued, each mnn 
in ofiice upbraiding his neighbour with inattention nnd 
negligence in not rending off aid the day before. A great 
number of boats were fortliwilli manned and di-spatched to 
the wivek, but before! they reached her she was ncnrl}' 
buried in the .«nnd nnd completely filled with water so thnt 
no article of nny kind could be saved. The livc.s of the 
j>cople on board, with the exception of six, were, however, 
preser\'od. IIa<l nssiRlnjice, been given when the ship first 
struck much of the cargo nnd probably the vessel itself 
might have been ;^avod. 

Mr. Harweirs corjjse was found three dnj^s after by some 
fisbermen ; was by them carried on shore and there buried 
in the ehurcli of Middleburgh. Mi.ss Mary Harwell, a maiden 
sister of Daniel’s, an eccentric, odd -woman, took it into her 
head that Ijcr brother bad been biusoly murdered by tlio 
Dutchmen in order to possess tbomselvcs of an immense 
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property in money and jewels which Mr. Barwell was Avell 
loiown to have had on hoard, o£ the truth of which suspicion 
she had formed her o^vn belief so firmly that notliing could 
shake it. She became outrageously violent on the subject, 
addressing letters to the Court of Directors, also to the 
different Cabinet Ministers, in consequence of which the 
most rigid enquiry and examination took place. The result 
satisfied every unprejudiced person that there was not a' 
shadow of foundation for tlxe insinuations and charges 
made by Miss Barwell. 

All the circumstances of the investigation were committed 
to writing and forwarded to that lady, who, instead of being 
satisfied therebv, ■wrote the most scurrilous and abusive 
letters to the Brimc Minister of England, likewise to the 
Court of Directors, wherein she taxed them with sanctioning 
robbery and murder. She also addressed Sir Joseph Yorkc, 
the British Ambassador at the Hague, calling upon liim as 
the public representative of his country to exert himself in 
bringing the offenders to justice. Sir Joseph Yorke, anxious 
to convince the unhapp 3 >’ old gentlewoman that her sus- 
picions were unfounded, procured affidavits of the captain, 
the officers, and every respectable person on board the mi- 
fortunate ship, stating the manner in which Mr. Barwell and 
the midshipman had, contrary to the opinions and advice 
of all on board, abandoned the uTcck in order to swim on 
shore, and shewing that jn’cvious.to so doing Mr. Barwell 
delivered ’the koj's of his trunk and bureau to the captain, 
telling him that in the bureau all his papers of consequence 
wore deposited. Miss Barwell, nevertheless, continued 
unsatisfied, again addressing Sir Joseph Yorke in UTiting, 
and charging him diroetty with countenancing and pro- 
tecting murderers. 

This last-mentioned letter, which was as scurrilous a 
production as I over saw. Sir Joseph Yorke showed to mo 
when I was subsequently at the Hague, nor could any 
arguments or any documents make the prejudiced woman 
change her opinion. To the dnj' of lier death she declared 
that her brother had been inhumanljf murdered bj’ the base 
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Dutchmon, who possessed tlieinsolves of his property to 
an immense amount. 

In the Ceres Mr. Jarrett, Attorney to the Company, also 
embarked for Europe, whereupon Jlr. Nailor, through the 
interest of Sir Elijah Impey, sueeecdcd to that lucrative 
appointment. 

Jly friend Colonel Watson now began liis docks, and 
erected two large windmills. Being the first that had ever 
been built in Bengal, they excited much astonishment 
amongst the natives. The two mills were exactly alike, being 
one hmidred and fourteen feet in height, eonsisting of five 
stories or floors, the upper ones for grinding grain of every 
description, the ground floor to saw timber by eircular saws 
worked by the u’ind, an ingenious invention then recently 
found out. 

It was one of my principal daily amusements to observe 
the progress of these works. The surprize of the native 
artificers was great beyond belief when told that the opera- 
tion of the •wind on the sails at the outside would afieet 
every floor, grinding flour or grain of some sort upon each. 
Indeed, they pronounced such an event utterly impossible. 
Upon the first trial when the flyers were fixed it was set in 
motion at a time when there were upwards of one hundred 
workmen employed on the upper floors, who, seeing the 
immense upright timber in motion and the whole fabric 
considerably agitated, were greatly alarmed, conceiving 
nothing short of magic could have produced so extraordinary 
an effect. In their fright their first object was to escape 
from the building, and in their endeavours to effect that 
object they tumbled heels over head doivn the different 
flights of stairs. Such was their anxiety to get clear of what 
they considered the enchanted spot that several wert 
seriously hurt. Altogether the scene was most strange 
“ Wall, wah ! ” (an exclamation of surprize) was heard from 
all quarter's ! 

The Colonel had also commenced a mould loft of sufficient 
dimensions to lay down a first-rate sliip, the outer walls of 
which being more than half up he found he should be defi- 
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cient in teak timbers for laying the usual flat terrace. He 
therefore determined to make a pitched roof, a mode of 
building never practised in Asia, but, from the uncommon 
width of the loft, even to form a pitched roof, it became 
necessary to contract the upper part. The last ten layers 
of bricks were therefore carried in half an inch each layer 
for the purpose of lessening the width. Mr. Cressy gave it 
as his opinion that a wall so constructed could not stand, 
and would undoubtedly bulge, whilst, on the other hand, 
Colonel Watson and Mr. Agg were clear that it would answer, 
but at any rate the Colonel was resolved to make the trial. 

I was one morning looking at the workmen, the Colonel 
being by, when he suddenly exclaimed, “That fellow 
Cressy is clearly right. This building won’t do ; indeed, I 
always had great doubts about it. However, keep this to 
yourself, Hickey, for I will proceed with the work.” The 
next day he brought Mr. Thomas Lyon, the architect, to 
inspect the building. This gentleman having ascertained 
every particular, also the number of square feet the roof 
would consist of, he calculated the weight of the whole 
terrace, which he found so immense that he at once declared 
it would not do, that the wall on one side or the other must 
inevitably bulge. Being asked what he meant by “ bulge,” 
he replied, “ Give way outward and fall ” ; but ho observed 
that had the walls been continued to the top of the same 
thickness, and more slope given to the rafters, he had not the 
least doubt but that it would have fully answered the 
intended purpose. 

At dinner Cressy, having heard that his judgment was 
supported by so able a mechanist as Mr. Lyon, was ex- 
ceedingly proud, exultingly saying over and over again, 
“ I knew it could not stand, there could be no doubt about 
it.” “ No doubt you are a foolish coxcomb,” retorted the 
Colonel, “but stand or fall I am determined to proceed 
with the building and in my own way.” “Then it will 
be down about your ears,” said Cressy. “ And I’ll have it 
up again notwithstanding,” said the Colonel. A few days 
after this discussion I went cut to dine at the docks, when 
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tbo Colonel cxnltingly said, “ Well, Hickey, yon see these 
wondrous clever fellows are cgrcgiously wrong ; in spite of 
their predictions the walls st-and and will, I doubt not, bear 
the weight of the terrace, more than half of which is already 
on.” “ It will be down within eight and forty hours,” said 
Cressy. " I’ll bet you one thousand guineas to one hundred 
it is not,” said the Colonel. “ Done, Sir,” says Cressy, when 
the Colonel coolly observed, “ You know very well that I 
never lay wagers.” Whereupon Cressy pertly observed, 
“You are right not to do so upon this occasion as you 
would clearly lose both your building and your guineas.” 

Two days afterwards the Colonel called to take me in his 
buggy out to dinner. Upon the way to the docks he told 
me when he left home in the morning nearly the whole 
terreice was on, and he was in great hopes, after all, that the 
bxiilding would stand. When within half a mUe of his 
gate wo heard a tremendous crash., “ Heh I Heh ! 
Hickey,” said the Colonel in his usual quick manner of 
speaking ; “ heh 1 what the devil is that, Hickey ? ” “ It 
sounds like thimder,” replied I. “ Heh, what 1 thimder. 
Zounds ! I’m cursedly afraid, Hickey, Cressy will prove 
right. However,” continued he, “ it was a nice point.” 

Just at that moment we perceived an immense, body of 
dust rising in the air, and a few minutes taking us to the 
entrance of his premises, we saw the fabric laying in ruins 
upon the ground. The Colonel, with extreme anxiety, 
enquired if any of the people Were hurt, and was told the 
workmen had quitted the roof a few moments before to 
refresh themselves, only two young boys remaining, neither 
of whoni had received the slightest injury. Had the acci- 
dent occurred half an hour sooner or later in all prohabilily 
many people woidd have lost their lives, there being up- 
wards of two hundred men, women, and children employed 
in beating the terrace. 

I have already observed that Colonel Watson was not 
upon good terms with Mr. Harwell, and conceiving he could 
carry on his scheme without his aid or assistance in Council 
he paid him no sort of attention. This, Harwell, who weis 
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a proud man and tenacions of the pnblic sifenation he held- 
highly resented- and malignantly determined in conseqnence 
to throw* eveiy possible impediment in the Tray- 

When the grant or land -R-as first made by Goremment 
to Campbell he vras directed- npon ousting the natives from 
their diSerent spots of gromid, to make each an adeoTiate 
compensation, or an equivalent in ground elseRhexe, but 
the natives of India, high and lovr, being supeistitiously at- 
tached to the spot in vrluch they vere bom and brought up, 
no consideration ivhatever -Rill induce them to relinquish 
it, and this vras stron^y proved npon this occasion- Colonel 
Campbell could bring them to no terms. iJiserable as the 
huts they resided in •R'ere. they ■R'ere content and peremp- 
torily refused to leave them. Force ■R'as therefore resorted 
to ; the Colonel sent a party of Sqjqys, yho turned the 
■Rxetehed creatures out of their habitations and then 
leveDsd them vith the earth. 

The persons thus treated "Rrent in a body to the Council 
House, vrhere vrith their usual noLse they cried out for 
justice. Colonel Campbell "eras thereupon asked the reason 
of such violence, to R-hich he replied that he had always 
been ready to ezec-nte the orders of Goremment, had 
offered the propiietois five times the value of their land 
and building, or to give them a far greater quantity of 
ground in the nc-rghbourhood, but that the parties complain- 
ing were so unreasonable as to refuse any terms, whereby 
the progress of the public works was impeded. Government 
then named four respectable gentlemen to determine upon 
the fair value of the spots of ground in question, which 
when done the proprietors should he compelled to accept. 
These gentlemen aecordin^y met many times during a 
period of ten months, when their opinions differed so widefy 
as to the quantum of compensation that nothing decisrre 
was ever done nor any report made by them. The inhabi- 
tants, however, were effectually excluded from their laud, 
and a high brick wall built round the whole space- Immense ■ 
ranges of workshops and godowns for stores were also 
erected- 
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Besides those expensive bxiildings Mr. Watson, who had 
then joined Campbell in the undcrtalung, built a range of 
barracks sufficiently spacious to accommodate tlmee hun- 
dred persons, part of their scheme being to purchase slaves 
at Mozambique and Madagascar to carry on the laborious 
part of their undertaking. 

Messieurs Campbell and Watson, who had already sunk 
a large sum and aware how much more it would take to 
complete so stupendous a work, were, of course, extremely 
anxious to secure themselves against any future obstructions 
by native claiments or othenvise, and after much consulta- 
tion with their friends it was deemed prudent to solicit a 
legal grant of the land which, as mentioned, was prepared 
by the Company’s law officers. This deed Colonel Watson 
conceived it impossible to shake or affect. 

Gocul Gosaul, a man of opulence, was one of those who 
had been dispossessed of a certain quantity of land for which 
he had refused to receive any compensation, it being taken 
from him against his will. This Gocul Gosaul upon the 
Colonel’s arrival paid him a visit, at which time I was 
present, and I was much struck by the elegance of his 
address and manners. In the best language he compli- 
mented the Colonel upon his return to Bengal, expressing 
the gratification it gave hin^ to see him and to hear that 
he was authorized to carry into effect an imdertaldng that 
' must do honour to India. 

During this interview not an allusion was made by 
Gocul Gosaul to his parcel of land, or anything like a com- 
plaint, so far otherwise he was profuse in his offers of aiding 
the prosecution of the work by every means in his power, 
observing that he would readily advance at any time three 
or four lacs of rupees to promote the object in view, yet this 
very Gocul Gosaffi was the man that in a few months subse- 
quent to these voluntary offers and civil declarations became 
the Colonel’s first and serious opponent. In this, however, 
he was encomuged by Mr. Barwell, at whose instigation he 
made a formal demand of the piece of ground of which ho 
had been dispossessed, in answer to which application 
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the Colonel referred him to the Govemor-Gfeneral and 
Council. 

Gfocul Gosaul replied he had nothing to do with Govern- 
ment, that Colonel Watson had tortiously ousted him from 
his property, and if it was not forthwith restored he should 
commence a prosecution against him in the Supreme Court 
by way of ejectment for the recovery thereof. Colonel 
Watson, alarmed at the threat, desired to se« him. He 
repeatedly promised to call, but did not. The Colonel 
therefore determined to go to his house, and did so, I, at 
his particular desire, accompanjing him. Grocaul Grosaul 
seemed much distressed, made a thousand apologies, and 
pleaded indisposition in excuse for not having waited upon 
the Colonel according to his promise. His confu^on was 
increased by the Colonel coolly saying, “Illness did not 
prevent your doing as you ought to have done. You very 
well hnow you acted under the orders of a member of 
Government, Mr. Barwell.” After remaining silent some 
minutes and looking extremely awkward, he observed, 
“ Mr. Barwell was a great man and his protector, he was 
therefore bound to act in obedience to his wishes.” The 
Colonel, in a rage, said, he (Gk)cul Gocaul) and his protector, 
Barwell, were a pair of infamous rascals, and instantly 
walked out of the house. 

Three days after an action was commenced, whereupon 
Colonel Watson went to Mr. Hastings, the Governor-General, 
to Mr. Francis and Mr, Wheler, to inform them thereof, 
when they all reprobated the conduct of Mr. Barwell,' to 
whom Mr. Hastiugs said he would speak privately upon the 
business, and endeavour to stop the proceedings. He did 

* RicLzrd B&rsrell (1741-1504) -was born in Calcntto. Franci*, irho had a 
eoatempt for him, wrots : ** Ur. Banrcl], I tbinlc, hu all the bad qualities 
cominon to this diiuate aud countir, of vliich he is in erery sense a natire, but 
I do not aSrm that there is no siizture whatsoeTer of good in his composition. 
He is ripaeicus without industry, and ambitious without ezertion of his fscnlties 
or steady application to aSziri. He wcnld be Go-tmer-General if 'money conid 
make him so, and in that station he wonld soon engross the vrealth'of the 
coantry. He will do whaterer can be done by bribery and intrigue. He hw no 
other resource. His mind is strictly effeminate and unequal to any serious con- 
stant occupation except gaming in which alone he is indefatigable.” csteed’s 
EAoa fron Oltl CitJeulla,) — Ed. 
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according!}’ apeak to tbo gcnllcman, who was mean enough 
to deny his having at all interfered or influenced Gocul 
Gosaiil in what he had done. Tims circumstanced, Colonel 
Watson had nothing left but to defend himself as well as 
ho could. 

The land claimed by Gocul Gosaul was of the utmost 
importance, being a narrow slip or footpath to the water- 
side by which Gocul Gosaul and his family had formerly 
gone to the river to perform their daily ablutions. According 
to his pointing out of his claim, it went directly through the 
centre of the newly finished windmill, interfering also with 
both the projected wet and dry docks. In short, if he 
succeeded in establishing his right to the land it completely 
did away with the possibility of carrying the proposed plan 
into execution. 

The Attorney employed by Gocul Gosaul was Mr. North 
Nailor, then the Company’s Solicitor, and acting likewise 
for Mr. Barwcll in all legal business ho had to do, by which 
gentleman ho had been recommended to Gocul Gosaul. 
The Colonel having requested mo to act on his part, I 
entered an appearance. I also desired to see the grant from 
the Company, which, upon reading, I found to be so strong 
in the Colonel’s favour that I immediately advised my 
client to apply to Government to act in the defence, they 
being bound to support their own acts. Colonel Watson 
accordingly did so, when the question was referred to Sir 
John Day, their Advocate-General, who without hesita- 
tion decided in the Colonel’s favour. Mr. Nailor therefore 
received orders from the Company’s Secretary to undertake 
the defence of the action, to which he answered that, having 
in his private capacity of an Attorney commenced the suit 
and thus become acquainted vrith every particular of the 
plaintiS’s case, it would be highly improper in him to be 
concerned for the defendant. Thus awkwardly circum- 
stanced he said he could have nothing more to do in the 
cause, and. he handed over the papers to another Attorney, 
his own ‘partner, Mr. Samuel Tolfrey I 

Mr. James Pater Auriol, at that time principal Secretary, 
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then addressed a letter to me authorizing mo to continue 
the defence on behalf of tho Company, and directing me 
in the progress of tho cause to apply to Mr. Isaac Bonigh, a 
Civil servant, then recently appointed to a new office called 
Commissioner of Law Suits, who would furnish me with 
every information I might require, and supply every 
necessary document from the Council House. 

Gooul Gosaul, upon finding the matter thus seriously 
taken up by Government, became greatly alarmed, appre- 
hending that should he persist in his demand he might 
incur the displeasure of the Governor-General, a circumstance 
in those days of much importance. Having expressed his 
fears to Mr. Barwell, that artful man encouraged him to go 
on, reminding him that the eliief object of tho British 
Legislature in constituting a Supremo Court in Bengal was 
to efiace from men’s minds a too prevalent idea that Euro- 
peans holding the most elevated rank might with impunity 
harass and oppress the natives of every description ; that 
the duty of tho Judges was to prevent such oppression or 
to punish tho offenders when legally brought before them, 
to promote which object a pauper establishment of law 
officers were appointed and paid by Government to act for 
those who could not afford to apply for redress from their 
own private funds. Gocul Gosaul, however, notwithstand- 
ing tho encouragement Mr. Barwell gave him, proceeded in' 
tho action with extreme reluctance. 

The trial commenced at nine in the morning, and did not 
finish until eight at night, when Gocul Gosaul having suffi- 
ciently proved his right to a certain portion of the land 
from which he had been forcibly ejected. Sir Elijah Impoy 
pronounced judgment for tho Plaintiff in a very eloquent 
speech in which he feelingly lamented the agitation of 
such a question as was then before him, pretty plainly 
saying he thought tho Government ought, from every 
motive, to have prevented it. 

Thus a complete stop was put to the further progress of 
an undertaking that, if completed, would have been of rho 
utmost national importance. 
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LADY DAY AT MICIIAELl^lAS 

This may bo a projicr moment to say a word relative to 
Sir John Day, the Advocate-General who ought to have 
appeared as Counsel. 

A short time before his leaving England ho married Miss 
Bamus, whoso father was an old and favourite servant of 
His Majesty’s, upon which occasion, going to pa)*^ liis com- 
pliments at St. James’s, ho received the honour of Knight- 
hood, a circumstance that occasioned a witticism in the 
newspapers from it having occurred in tho month of Septem- 
ber. The facetious George Sclwjm, seeing in tho Gazette 
that ]\Ir. Day was made a Knight, exclaimed, “ By God, 
tliis is out-hcroding Herod. I have long heard of the oxtra- 
ordinarj’^ power His Jlajcsty exercised, but until this moment 
could not have believed that he could turn Day into Knight, 
and make a Lady Da}' at Michaelmas.” 

Colonel Watson, being thus interrupted in liis plan by 
the verdict pronounced, feeling also that ho was liable to 
many similar attaclcs by persons who had been forcibly 
dispossessed of their ground and received no compensation, 
ho did not tliink it prudent to proceed on his great work, but 
stopped short, serving a formal notice upon the Governor- 
General and Council, declaring that ho should, in conse- 
quence of the legal interruption, look to tho East India 
Company for remuneration for his losses, as also for damages 
for the injuiy he must unavoidably sustain by being thus 
impeded in tho execution of a work commenced and pro- 
ceeded into a ruinous extent as to his private fortune 
under tho faith and security of a grant formally executed 
by the Court of Directors to him. Ho likewise transmitted 
orders to his Agents in London to serve a similar notice upon 
the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman in Leadenhall Street. 

The situation of Chief Engineer, Avhieh Colonel Watson 
held, being at that time one of prodigious emolument, 
the Colonel did not choose to relinquish it, which must 
have been tho ease had he loft India. He therefore 
resolved to remain in Bengal and endeavour to dispose 
of at least a .part of the immense quantity of marine 
stores he possessed, or to turn the same to advantage by 
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employing the ingenious artificers he bad brought from 
England ■with him in building ships. He accordingly set 
them to work upon a part of the ground about which there 
was no con'test, and "within ■two years la'unched three as 
beautiful vessels as ever were constructed in any dockyard 
in Great Britain. The first was named the Surprizt, the 
second the Nonstich, and the third the Laurd. The 
Surprize, of three hundred tons, was, previovs to leaving 
the stocks, taken up by Government and sent to Europe 
as a packet, making a very excellent passage and proving 
a first-rate sailer. The Nonmch and Laurd were both en- 
gaged in the China trade, but were afterwards also employed 
as packets to England, and were much admired for their 
strength and beauty by the London shipwrights. 
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pamc time to pet pospeFsion of Fort William, but Iho friends 
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vented it. Mr. irn.stinps was Htrcnuously supported by 
Mr. Harwell, whilst General Clavering was equally so by 
Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis. At the most critical 
period of tho dispute, Colonel Monson was taken ill and 
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died, which gave Mr. Haatings a majority in Council by his 
own casting voice. 

During the contest the partisans of each party were ex- 
cessively violent, putting the Settlement into a state of the 
greatest anarchy. For several successive days a general 
insurrection was hourly expected, so much so that the com- 
petitors themselves were extremely alarmed for the conse- 
quences, when a sensible and considerate man of rank in 
the army, with a view to put an end to the dangerous con- 
troversy, proposed a reference to His Majesty’s Judges of 
tlio Supremo Court, requesting them to decide the right, 
a proposal that was instantly agreed to by Mr. Hastings 
and General Clavering. A written statement was pre- 
pared, which, being acceded to by both parties, was pre- 
sented to the Judges, who, after taking the same into their 
most serious and mature consideration, declared it to bo 
their unanimous opinion that tho Government ought to 
remain with Mr. Hastings, to which decision General 
Clavering yielded at once, thus ending a dispute that was 
near proving fatal to the very existence of the East India 
Company. As it was, the evils attending the discussion 
continued to operate for years, producing innumerable 
quarrels between the Advocates for each gentleman, and 
several duels, one of which occurred with two of the princi- 
pals, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Francis.^ 

Another of tho duels was between my friends, Robert Pott 
and James Grant, Pott being a staunch Has'tingsito, while 
Grant was equally zealous on tho part of Clavoring. These 
3 ''oung men had thentoforo been intimate friends, but 
during tho contest for tho Government Pott charged Grant 
with duplicity and w’ith acting tho base part of an informer, 
divulging opinions that had been delivered in confidence 
and privacy. Grant thereupon challenged Pott. They mot, 
when after exchanging several shots, Pott wounded his 
adversary in the leg, and tho matter ended, but Grant was 
ever after distinguished from many of tho same name by 
the title of “ Informer Grant.” 

' Colonrl Watson was Francis's second in tJiis famous duel. — Ko 
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THE RAJAH'S EXECUTION 

Rajah Nundcomar had been a warm supporter of General 
Claivering, from which many people thought he lost his life. 
There is no doubt but that in summing up the evidence and 
charging the Jury the Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey,^ was 
as hostile to the prisoner as could be. The Jury, after being 
shut up many hours, and great difference of opinion prevail- 
ing amongst them, at last brought in a verdict of Guilty, 
but which several of them have since assured me they 
would sooner have starved than consented to had they 
entertained the most distant idea of execution following 
such a verdict, and most indignant were they upon finding 
the sentence carried into effect. Upon the day of the 
Rajah’s execution every Hindu, high and low, at an early 
hour in the morning left Calcutta in the utmost despair. 

Sir Robert Chambers, then the senior puisne Judge, 
differed from his brethren, declaring it to be his opinion 
not only that the Rajah ought not to suffer, but that the 
verdict was wrong, yet from his natural frivolity and want 
of firmness he allowed the influence the Chief Justice had 
over him to operate so far as to subscribe his name to the 
death warrant as with those of the other Judges. 

Shortly after the above serious contest for the Govern- 
ment had taken place General Clavering was attacked by 
a malady of which he died, leaving a widow and three 
daughters of a former marriage. They were all remarkably 
fine young women, especially Caroline,' the youngest, who 
was most bewitohingly attractive. She was volatile to the 
greatest degree and full of monkey tricks, nevertheless has 
since proved a most exemplary wife and mother. Shortly 
after her return to England she married Sir John Borlase 
Warren, a British Admhral of high reputation, to whom she 
has home a number of children. 

Mr. Cleveland and I continued joint housekeepers until 
the middle of April (1778), when, feeling ashamed of his 

* Although Macaulay, in his essay on Warren Hastings, inak-es the gravest 
imputation against Impey for his sentence on Nundcomar, Impey had defended 
himself sticoessfulljr against tliis and other charges at the Bar of the House of 
Commons. The injustice of Macaul^’s strictures was, it is said, pointed out to 
him, but he never corrected them. — ^Eo, 
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contributing one-balf of the house expenses, especially the 
serious article of -wine, of which he scarcely ever took more 
than two glasses daily, and rarely invited anyone to dinner, 
whilst I with my frequent parties was taking large potations, 
[ determined upon dissolving our partnership, and took a 
house for myself which was then finishing, and which I was 
to enter upon on the 1st of May. The one Mi. Cleveland 
and I inhabited was, as I have already observed, con- 
structed of mud instead of chunam. The sun striking upon 
the southern front made it intensely hot, to correct which I 
sent for a native builder, directing him to put up a matted 
verandah. My landlady, Mrs. Ogden, hearing this, came to 
me in the utmost alarm, expressing her fears that I should 
throw the house down, the walls not being sufficiently 
strong to bear a verandah. Having purchased aU the 
requisite materials I did not like to give up my plan, though 
staggered by what she said. I, however, consulted Mr. 
Lyon, who pointed out some precautions, the adoption of 
which ho thought would do away with all risk. Pursuant to 
Mr. Lyon’s hints I built my verandah and found it of in- 
finite advantage. 

The months of March, April, and May in Bengal is the 
season for wild and sudden tempests, called North-Westers. 
Though tremendous in their appearance and effect they are 
expected 'with pleasure from rendering the air cool and 
delightful. The Saturdays and Sundays that I did not go 
to Sir Robert Chambers’s I generally spent at Captain 
Thornhill’s, the master attendant, who had a magnificent 
coimtjy house upon the bank of the river at Cosspore, four 
mUes above Calcutta, where he received and entertained his 
numerous friends with the greatest degree of hospitality 
and good humour. Towards the end of April, while I was 
at this gay mansion, there came on one of the most severe 
north-westers that had been experienced for many years. 
It commenced about six o’clock in the evening, blowing for 
upwards of an hour an absolute hurricane, and, as was often 
the case, after so doing from the north-west suddenly 
shifted t/i the opposite point, north-east, returning with 
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even increased force. As my house stood openly exposed 
to the north-east I felt exceedingly uneasy about my newly 
erected verandah, expecting every instant to receive an 
account that the whole fabric was level with the earth. 'A 
little before twelve I got into my phaeton and drove to 
town in as great a funk as ever I was in when I entered 
Westminster School, knowing I was to bo flogged. Upon 
turning the corner of a street close to which my house 
stood, I had the consolation to perceive at least that the 
body of the building still stood. Driving up to the door, 
however, I found my famous verandah entirely down and 
demolished, the wreck of it laying in the courtyard, yet I 
felt happy that it had not brought the crazy old building 
along wth it. 

During the period that Mr. Cleveland and I lived together 
a young Jewess of the name of Isaacs arrived in Calcutta 
to exercise the profession of miniature painting. Cleveland 
having known her family in England, interested himself to 
promote her success. He therefore observed to me that 
as he had heard me say I meant to send my picture to a 
favourite sister he should be obliged if I would sit to his 
friend. I accordingly did so. At the first sitting he was 
present, when he surprized me not a little by saying, “ It 
has always been a matter of wonder to me how ugly fellows 
can ever bring themselves to sit for their pictures,” to which 
I replied, “ Upon my word, the remark comes with an ill 
grace from you who am the cause of my being in the situation 
that excites your wonder upon the present occasion.” Miss 
Isaacs thereupon with much naivete observed, “It was 
not kind in my friend te make such a speech, but,” con- 
tinued she, “ were none but the handsome men of Calcutta 
to apply to me in my profession I should have very little 
occupation indeed.” Tliis lady, two years afterwards, 
married Mr. Higginson, a gentleman Ixigh in the Company’s 
civil service and of large fortune. 

I have already stated the strange reception I met with 
from Mr. Francis when 1 presented Mr. Burke’s letter of 
introduction of me to him. Now, it so happened that this 
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Ho thereupon applied to another Attorney, by whom the 
action was commenced. Mr. Francis upon being served 
with a copy of the writ brought it to me, requesting I would 
defend on his part, but which I also refused, declaring I 
would have nothing to do on either side. 

In the then ensuing term the cause came on for trial, 
wherein Mr. Shee (now Sir George) cut an awkward figine, 
the Chief Justice observing that his behaviour had been 
as reprehensible as it was derogatory to the character of 
a gentleman. The only material facts proved against Mr. 
Francis were his frequent visits at the house when Mr. 
Grand, the master, was from home, his being discovered, 
disguised in black, with a ladder upon his shoulder, which 
ho was seen to place against the wall of Mr. Grand’s house, 
and his being discovered at night in Mrs. Grand’s bed- 
chamber by the servants. Yet upon that evidence, slight and 
unsatisfactory as it no doubt was, the plaintiff obtained a 
judgment. The defence was most ably conducted by Mr. 
Tilghman,* who insisted upon the impossibility of the 
plaintiff’s succeeding upon such evidence, and he quoted 
a variety of modem cases in support of his opinion. 

As the Judges differed each gave his separate opinion, 
Mr. Hyde, as junior^ commencing, who commented upon 
the evidence, observing that, though slight, it satisfied his 
mind of the guilt of the defendant and justified a judgment 
for the plaintiff. Sir Robert Chambers spoke next. He 
said he had very maturely read over and weighed the 
depositions and sincerely lamented he was compelled to 
differ from his learned brethren by declaring he thought the 
plaintiff had totally failed to make out his case, and must 
be nonsuited, in support of which opinion he cited many 
late cases wherein the law had been clearly laid down by 
the ablest civilians of the present day, men who were 
equally an honour and an ornament to the British Bench. 

^ Tilgliinan was Francis’s Fhilsdelpliian cousin, and srter Mackrabier’s death 
his greatest friend. His letters show that he was a most amnsing, cheery 
fellow. It was conjectured that he supplied legal lore to juniors. He died 
on his voyage home from Bengal in January, 1786, aged 39. (See Busteid's 
Bdhoes from Old CaleuUa.y— Ko. 
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Sir Elijah Impey yaas evidently surprized and vexed at the 
depth of learning displayed by Sir Robert upon the occa- 
sion. He petulantly observed that he was not prepared 
to coniment upon such a mass of learning in Ecclesiastical 
Law as had been, he thought unnecessarily and inapplicably, 
introduced by his brother Chambers, not a particle of which 
applied to the present case. He entirely concurred in 
opinion with hir. Justice Hyde that the evidence entitled 
the plaintifi to a judgment, and that such judgment should 
be fifty thousand rupees ! Six. Hyde, in a low voice, said 
“ SiccAS.” “ Aye, siccas, brother Hyde,” added the Chief. 
This produced a roar of mirth from the auditors, at which 
Sir Elijah was greatly offended. 

Within a week after the trial, hir. Tilghman presented to 
the Comrt a petition of Appeal to His Majesty in CormcH 
against the judgment so given, and in the speech upon 
moving that the said petition be filed quoted the same 
cases Sir Robert had done, whereupon the Chief Justice 
angrily observed, “ This is precisely the language and con- 
struction of the law used by Sir Robert Chambers on Satur- 
day last.” “ True, my Lord,” replied Mr. Tilghman, “ and 
I am proud at having such respectable authority for using 
it to-day.” At the moment he said this he received a note, 
which I, who was sitting next to him, saw was Sir. Francis’s 
handwriting, consisting of only three lines. What the con- 
tents were I know not, but upon perusal Mr. Tilghman 
directly requested leave to withdraw the motion he had 
just before made, which being granted no more was ever heard 
about appealing. Various conjectures were made thereon, 
but the prevailing opinion was that Sir. Grand, who was 
embarrassed in his circumstances, had proposed a com- 
position, and consented to take a' part of the damages 
to put an end to the discussion, to which Mr. Francis 
readily acceded, thereby preventing the matters being 
brought forward in England to his disgrace as' a married 
man. This business created much wit in Calcutta. Amongst 
a variety of jeu d’espriU the following by Colonel Ironside 
was handed about : 
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TALLEYKANI) AND 1\IRS. GRAND 

“Pehn! wlint a Fuse, 'twist SIIEE, nnd 'twist lior! 

Wimt nhuso uf n donr little frcntiiro, 

A GRAND and n mighty ailnir to bo euro. 

Just to give n light PHILIP (iillip) to nnturo. 

How cnu }'ou, yo prndce, blnmo n luscious young wonc.h, 
^^^I0 BO fond is of Lovo and romances, 

VHioso customs nnd manners nro tout & fait French, 

For admiring whalovor from FRANCE-IS I '' 

Soon after tho decision of the cause tlic fair lady quitted 
India and went to Paris, where the famous Talleyrand saw 
her, was captivated by her beauty and married her. 

At the expiration of the March term my shipmate, Mr. 
Moisc, proposed an excursion for a week or ten days. We 
accordingly set out in his phaeton, driving to Barrackpore, 
distant fifteen miles from Calcutta. This is the place where 
tho Sepoys and troops attached to the Presidency are 
cantoned, one battalion marching on the first day of each 
month to perform tho duty in Port William, relieving those 
who had preceded them. 

After passing four and twenty hours at Barrackpore 
we went to Mr. John Prinsep’s at Puttah (who is now an 
Alderman of London). He received and entertained us most 
hospitably at his manufactory for printing cottons, where 
after spending two pleasant days wo proceeded to Ghyretty, 
a noble edifice, the country residence of the French Governor 
of Chandernagore. At the time of our visit it was inhabited 
by Monsieur Chevillard, of a noble French family. 

Mr. Chevillard entertained us in a princely style. At the 
capture of Pondicherry, somewhere about the year 1769, 
Ghyretty House was made over to the late Sir Eyre Coote, 
then a Lieutenant-Colonel in the King’s service and Com- 
mander of the British Forces. Upon the peace made in 
1703, Colonel Coote having then returned to Europe, 
Chandernagore was restored to France, when Ghyretty 
House once more became the country residence of tho 
French Governor, it being only five miles distant from 
Chandernagore and on the same side of the river. Coote’s 
Agents generally once in each year served a notice upon 
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the inhabitant that the premises belonged to their con- 
stituent, but neither he during his life, nor his representa- 
tives after his decease, ever derived a sixpence advantage 
from the ownership. The building has long been in a state 
of decay, and no one choosing to expend money in repairs, 
it must soon, if it has not already, fall to the ground. 

From Ghyretty we went to Chandemagore and next to 
Chinsurah, the principal settlement of the Butch in Bengal. 
The Governor of the latter place was Mr. Boss, who though 
himself bom and bred in Holland was the son of a Scotch- 
man. By him we were received with a degree of hospitality 
that quite equalled Mr. CheviUard’s. Mr. Boss lived in a 
state' of regal magnificence. When sitting in Council no 
man whatever his rank ever turned his back on the presi- 
dent, and in their awkward retreat towards the door stopped 
at every third or fourth step to make a profound bow. 
On the day of our arrival we assembled at one o’clock in 
a prodigious sized hall, where a table was laid with, fifty 
covers upon it. Dinner being aimounced, a pair of folding 
doors were thrown open and Mr. Boss made his appearance, 
whereupon a band of martial instruments struck up and 
continued pla3dQg during the meal. In the evening we 
were shown the fort and public buildings. After spending 
three days very pleasantly we took our leave, returned 
to Mr. Prinsep’s at Puttah, where we remained three more 
days, and then departed for our homes at Calcutta, much 
gratified by the jaimt. 

Soon after my return to town I was elected a member 
of the Catch Club, one of the pleasantest societies I ever 
belonged to, but unpopular with the ladies, no female 
being admitted. It was origiaally established by some 
musical men, seceders from a meeting called the Harmonic, 
at which the younger people of both sexes being more 
pleased with their own rattling chatter and noise, paid no 
attention to the sweet strains of Corelli and other famous 
composers, and thereby gave great offence to the real lovers 
of music. A party thereupon resolved to establish a sort 
of club, where none of the profane should gam admittance 
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and women to bo occluded altogether. This was the society 
to which I was admitted, and a delightful thing it proved. I 
was also a member of the old Harmonic, which, upon the 
establishment of the new one, sunk into a mere dance. The 
young women facetiously termed the now meeting, “The 
He Harmonic.” The latter commenced with a capital 
concert, at which all the talents of the Settlement were 
displayed. It commenced at seven and ended at half-past 
nine. Precisely at ten we sat down to an excellent supper, 
after which catches, glees, and single songs were kept up 
until a late hour. Amongst the party were several un- 
common fine voices, especially Mr. Flatel, a member of 
Lord Sandwich’s celebrated Catch Club, Messrs. Golding, 
Ha3rnes, Messnick, and Playdell, all of whom sung with 
extraordinary taste and execution. The Chair was taken 
in rotation, the President being omnipotent. Upon its 
coming to my turn to preside, I gave the master of the 
house private directions as soon as the clock struck two 
to introduce some kettles of burnt champagne, a measure 
that was highly applauded by all, particularly by Mr. 
Platel, who declared it was a glorious thought, and that 
I deserved to have my name recorded in letters of gold. 
We sat imtil an hour after sunrise. Prom that night it 
became an established rule to have burnt champagne the 
moment it was two o’clock. The number of members was 
limited to twenty-five, and so popular did the club become 
that there were seldom less than fifty candidates to fill up 
any vacancy that occurred. 

It being the general custom of Bengal in those days to 
drink freely and to assemble in numerous parties at each 
other’s houses, I, who had alwa3rB been disposed to con- 
viviality, soon rendered myself conspicuous, and by the 
splendour of my entertainments gained the reputation of 
being the best host in Calcutta. The dining hour being 
one o’clock, it was customary after that meal and about 
sunset to take an airing, driving to the race-course, where 
the carriages all drew up and a general chat took place. 
I had one day given a dinner to a large party, one of whom 
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was an Irishman, Captain Richard KcfFcrnan, as benevolent 
and good a crcatun as ever breatlied, but quite a Paddy. 
1 had filled them all so full of uinc that by seven in the 
evening they had all slimk off, except Heflteman, and he 
positively refu.<ed to swallow another drop. I therefore 
proposed giving him a little exercise, to which he consent- 
ing, I ordered my phaeton, and off wc set as hard as a pair 
of high-mettled horses could go. By the time we had been 
out half an hour it became quite dark, a matter of in- 
difference to me whose head was overcharged with claret, 
and on I dashed pell-mell. My companion soon remarked 
from the violent jolts of the carriage that the way was cursed 
rough, and at last he asked whether I was sure I was in the 
right road, for so great a sea had got up he conceived it 
would be prudent either to shorten sad or bear up. I was 
obliged to confess I did not know where we had got to, 
and scarcely had I made that confession when away we 
went, phaeton, horses, and all, into a hole twelve or fourteen 
feet deep, wliich, as I afterwards ascertained, for eight 
mouths out of the twelve was filled with water, but at the 
time of our tumble was quite dry. Stunned by the violence 
of the fall, we lay for some moments insensible, when, 
somewhat recovering, I endeavoured to extricate myself from 
the pit in which amidst an almost impenetrable darkness 
we were enveloped. Whilst groping about-, my companion, 
with his strong native accent, remarked, “ Upon my con- 
science, this is a scurvy sort of a hole you have pop’t me 
into, and the devd a chance do I percave of getting clear 
of it.” In a few minutes I had scrambled xip the side and 
reached the level. Having assisted my friend to do the .«anje, 
I advised him to sit quietly there while I went to a light I 
saw at a distance to procure assistance and ascertain where 
we had got to and the state of my horses, both of whom I 
‘ feared were killed. I therefore ran ^rith all my speed towards 
the light, which having, as I conceived, nearly reached, my 
progress was interrupted by going heels over head into a 
deep ditch, the shock of which second fall totally unhinged 
me. s-eeming to dislocate even* bone in my body. Fortu- 



A PRTT'TIOvN PILOT If.r. 

nnt^ly, f omo nnljvrt wr»n' |>nv.inf; m-ar tli*’ j'pnl 11ir> (imo, 
who, I’.farinf: jny proans, rnnu- up. niul, nndinp nir* inrnpahlo 
of prnonal rsciiion, rnitl ihoy would po to tin* hospital, 
rlo; <• to whicu wo wrrr>. ntui procure* aid. 'Phey accnrdiuply 
did rn, nud within n i]UnTt<-r of nn hour a numher of .‘ '.'rvantH 
with palajih«f n« and lipht/s canu* to me, and I wn« con- 
elucle-d to the ajnrt inent.-: of the. head i;urp(‘nn. Upon my 
repre-^entinp to him the idtuation I had left my friend in, 
and that of my hope! njid carrinpe*, h«* rent off in renreh of 
them, and in about an hour 1 had th" jilen-surc to ro('. lleffer- 
nan with my favourite hone*:, both havinp e!;ca]>od without- 
Fcrioijs injury. I'<ir my.*:<*lf, I wna mircrahlj* hruipod, yet-, 
nil rircumetauces cou'-idered, e,ipajK*d wonderfully. The 
pn-aterl. injury my friend Heffernan nttst.'iined wn.«? alarm 
from the fir.*-! pitch we had into the hole, from wliich he 
had no other htirt- than a idipht- rprain of one ankle. He, 
however, declared that, in future he would catitiounly avoid 
puttinp hiuiFclf tinder charpe of a drunken pilot.. My 
phaeton and the horr.es’ haniesa wore totally demolished. 

Soon afl<’r my rettirn from the excursion with Mr. Morse 
I was invited to a splendid hall piven hy Lady Impcj', at. 
whieh all the fa«jhionahle people of the Settlcmont were 
pre.^ent. At. sujiper I was at the same table with Mr. 
Justice Hyde and a group of fine dashing lads, who, not 
fitipposing their observations were overheard hy the Judge, 
amused themselves in commenting upon hi.s qui/.r.ical drc.ss, 
&c. At last one of them remarked what a glorious appetite 
he had and wliat a quantity he ate, finishing his speech by 
saj-ing, “ Hamn me if I don’t bcliove ho loves the brca.st of 
turkey much better than ho does his wife,” whereupon, to 
his utter confusion, Mr. I lydc, though without taking liis eyes 
from the plalo before him or cca.sing to cat, drily said, 
“ No, I don’t., young man, you are mistaken 1 ” Tlio youth 
bounced up from his seat., making a precipitate rct.rcat. 

I generally went once a tveek t.o very pleasant musical 
parties at, Mr. Hyde’s, his ladj' being much attaohed to 
imisie, ])la 3 ’iug admirably herself and possessing an un- 
common fine voice. 



CHAPTER Xni 


A VAIK COimODOEE A27D AN ENTEEPEISING PEINTEB 

AT the time of mj arrirsl in Bengal an expedition wze 
fitting ont, as iraa snppcssd, to go against the French 
Settlement of Pondichsnr, end as Sir Edvv ard Vemon, the 
British Admiral, had not a fleet snfieient to encoimter that 
of Zlonsienr Tron Jolie, the French Commander, he had 
applied to the Government of India to snpplj- a reinforce- 
ment of ships and men, in consequence of vrhich the Gover- 
nor-General directed the and .BogrsZ CharloUe, 

tvo very fine merchant vessels, to be engaged and eqnipped 
as vessels of var, and to be sent to the support of tbs 
Admiral at 3Iadras. The co mm and of these ships vas given 
to 3Ir. Joseph Price, a gentleman vrho had fonneily been 
in the sea service, but had quitted it and made a large 
fortune as a merchant, having always been patronised by 
3Ir, Hastings. He had the title of Commodore given him, 
hoisting a broad pennant on board the Eesolxdi'C/n and 
having a Captain on hoard under him. 

3Ir- Hastings, who bad long been deskom of establishing 
a permanent marine in Calcutta upon a similar footing with 
that of Bombay, availed himself of Sir Edward Temon’s 
call for aid to set it on foot. He therefore proposed the 
measure in Council as likely to be most beneficial to the 
Company and to Great Britain, as thereby a force would 
always be at hand to scour the Bay of Bengal and rid the 
Indian seas of all French privateers, some of whom had com- 
mitted dreadful depredations upon our country trade. The 
proposition being immediately sanctioned by the Council, 
was carried into efieot. The Britannia, one of the Com- 
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pany’s own ships, with two others of nearly the same 
burthen an^ a small schooner, called the Nancy, were fitted 
out as ships of war, a Mr. Richardson, also a prot4g4 of 
hlr. Hastings, and who was then Sheriff of Calcutta, being 
appointed Commodore. Mr. Richardson was a Lieutenant 
in the Royal Navy, but had been many years in India and 
acquired a handsome independence. 

This squadron was preparing at the same time with that 
going to assist the Admiral, and upon the Britannia being 
put into commission, Mr. Richardson hoisted a broad 
pennant, upon which Price sent a boat on board with orders 
that it should be struck, he being Commodore at Calcutta 
and two pennants could not fiy in the same port. Richard- 
son answered he had a superior right to carry a broad 
pennant, being at the head of the Benghl- Marine, whereas 
Price was merely engaged on a temporary service and had 
no claim whatever to a distinguishing flag. The dispute 
became so high between the rival Commodores, each 
threatening to fire into the other, that it reached the ears 
of the Governor-General, who forthwith ordered them 
both to appear before him, when he expressed his displeasure 
at their mutual folly and imprudence, and after the most 
severe reprimand dismissed them with a caution to take 
care what they were about, for that if they, like children, 
were disposed to quarrel for their playthings, the toys 
should be taken from both. This rebuke had its due effect, 
and the two broad pennants flew immolested. The lesson, 
however, was in a degree lost upon Richardson, who, 
previous to going with his squadron to sea, avowed his 
determination to enforce the payment of all due respect to 
his flag, and that he would compel every Company’s ship 
that he fell in with to strike their pennants while he con- 
tinued in sight. He also said that being aware of the inso- 
lence of Captains of East Indiamen he should be the more 
tenacious respecting them. 

The command of the Nancy schooner was given to my 
Irish friend, Heffernan, who, having been brought up in 
the British Navy, was considered an e3q)ert seaman. This 
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little vessel was to be dispatched as an avant courier to the 
coast of Coromandel to communicate to the British Admiral 
the accession of strength he was soon to have. Previous to 
Captain Heffeman’s departure he waited upon Richardson 
for final instrnctioiis, when the Commodore in the most 
peremptory language insisted upon his requiring the same 
respect from the Company’s ship that a man-of-war would 
exact. “ And pray, sir,” asked Heffernan, “ how am I to 
act in case of refusal ? ” “ Enforce it,” answered the 

Commodore. “ How, sir, pray, considering the size of my 
vessel ? ” “ Zounds, sir,” furiously retorted Richardson, 

fire into the vessel that dares persist in refusing to pay 
the required compliment. I have taken care, sir, to arm 
myself with authority to jiKtify the orders I give you, 
and have the power of inflicting death by court martial,” 
a power Mr. Hastings had most incautiously and incon- 
siderately given him, and which had he ever acted upon 
would have laid him open to be charged with murder! 
Fortunately, no instance occurred to bring the question into 
agitation. Captain Heflernan having had his audience 
of leave departed. 

About the middle of April, 1778, Commodore Price and 
his squadron sailed for Madras, and proved of important 
service to the Admiral. Soon after tho departure of the 
Resolution and Royal Charlotte, Commodore Richardson 
gave a splendid fete on board the Britannia to tho whole 
gentry of Calcutta. The ship was fitted up for tho occasion 
with the greatest taste, no expence being spared. The sole 
error committed was not having a fixed accommodation 
ladder, from the want of which tho ladies wore obliged to 
bo hoistod in by tho common coarse method of . a chair. 
There was in Calcutta at that time a Mrs. Wood, wife to a 
gentleman of rank in tho Company’s service. This good 
lady was of a most unwieldy form, her size being immense. 
Being one of the guests invited, upon coming alongside tho 
Britannia she was placed in the chair, and the four men 
stationed at the halliards directed to hoist away. They 
accordingly started, but making no progress ima^ned the 
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wliich being finiBhed the lively girls resumed the sprightly 
dance, continuing thereat until six in the morning, when 
quite exhausted they were obliged to give over, and all 
departed for their respective homes much gratified with 
the entertainment. 

Captain Heffornan having sailed from Calcutta, in four 
and twenty hours afterwards reached Culpee, where the 
East Indiamen of the season lay moored. Upon approach- 
ing the first bo hailed, desiring they would strike their 
pennant. The commanding ofiicor on board, who happened 
to bo an intimate acquaintance of Heffoman’s and know the 
vessel, asked why ho wos to lower his pennant, to which 
Heffornan replied, *‘In oomplimont to one of the Bengal 
Marino.” “Very well, Dickey,” said the officer, “bring 
your man-of-war alongside and I’ll hoist her in, and bear 
a hand os the soup is just coming aft.” Hcffcrnan brought 
the Nancy to an anchor, wont to dine with his friend, and 
over a cheerful glass commented upon the vanity and folly 
of Commodore Richardson. This unfortunate Nancy upon 
the doing away of the Bengal marine scheme by orders for 
that purpose from the Court of Directors was sent from 
Bombay to Europe as a packet, under the command of 
Captain Haldane, whom the public prints too truly termed 
“ the child of misfortune,” ho having been once cast away 
when mate of an Indiaman, losing everything ho possessed. 
Ho afterwards got the command of the Fairford, a noble 
vessel of the Company’s wliich upon her first voyage was 
destroyed by fire in the harbour of Bombay, ho again losing 
all but life. Mr. Hornby, the Governor at the time, feeling 
for the heavy loss Captain Haldane thus sustained, with 
the humane intention of assisting him, fitted out the Nancy 
as a packet, giving him the command and also lending him 
a considerable sum of money to purchase an investment. 

Captain Haldane had taken out in the Fairford the famous 
actress, Mrs. Cargill, wlio was greatly attached to him, so 
much so ns to relinquish the stage on which she had attained 
much celebrity, to follow his fortunes. This beautiful and 
accomplished woman embarked with him in the Nancy for 
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England. Afl<'r n rvinnrhnblo fino pnpcapo. llioy roacliod 
the Brilinh pomuHnps, wlwn n Ircmondotw lempe.et. arree. 
It boing in the depth of winter, and they being (ns woa sup- 
poped) nn.Rfnhen in tlieir reehoning, ran n-'diore upon Iho 
rooV'j off the iFlnnd.p of Seilly, wliero every* potil on board 
porifhed. The corpse of Mrs. Cnrpill, with a child clasped in 
her arnip, won wa.«hed on phoro upon one of the Islands 
whore both were hnried. 

Admiral Sir Edward Vernon, in cnnpcqncnce of his great, 
want of phip-s to net ns tran-sporls and viclnnllcrp, had in 
177S detained nt Madras two East Indinmen, tho Nassau, 
Captain Gore, and (he Southampton , Captain I..enox, which 
continued to act with (he King’s phips during the entire 
piege of Pondicherry*. Upon the purrender of that fortre.ss, 
the Admiral diprnissed them with many compliments in his 
public orders for their 7.eal and activity whilst acting with 
his fleet. He al.^o authorized (hem to enrr}* tho King’s 
pennant until 'they arrived nt (heir moorings in (he Bengal 
River. The Nassau whilst on her passage from Madras to 
Bengal fell in nith Commodore Richardson and his squadron. 
The Commodore ranged up nlongsido tho Nassau, hailed and 
desired his pennant might be struck. Upon which Captain 
Gore, w*i(h much violence, answered that, having a greater 
right to carry one than he (Richardson) had, ho deemed 
it the height of impcrlinenco to presume to give ‘an order 
for its being lowered. To this tho haughty Commodore 
replied, if it wn.s not instantly struck ho would firo into tho 
sliip. “ Will you, by God 7 then do so n.s soon ns you please, 
I am ready for 3'ou," at tho same time ordering tho boat- 
swain to pipo all hands to quarters. In an instant tho ports 
fore and aft wore up, guns run out, and matches lighted. 
Tho Commodore, surprized at tho promptness with which 
tho Nassau appeared in a state of formidable resistanco, 
cooled upon it and mildly siud, “Why are you so hasty, 
Sir ? ” to which Gore answered, " Because your extraordinary 
and unjustiffable conduct makes it necessary.” “ Will you 
send a boat on board with an officor 7 ” demandcd'Bichard- 
son. “No,” gruffly answered Gore. “My boats arc nil 
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caulldng,” said tho Commodore, “and having information of 
importance to communicate I request you nill send a boat.” 
“Being civilly asked for I have no objection,” said Gore, and 
ho immediately dispatched his j^awl with tho third mate. 
Tho information alluded to being given in writing, the boat 
retmned, and tho ships jiartcd without further intercourse. 

My Irish friend Heffernan was fori.unato enough while 
in the command of tlio Nancy to jnalco some rich prizes by 
wliich ho gained sufiicicnt fortune to induce him to resign 
his situation and return to Europe, whcin, in tho year 1781, 
ho married a very beautiful 3 'oung woman and lived happily 
for several j'cars, when he departed this life. 

On tho 10th of l^Iay, 1778, I wont into my new liousc, 
which belonged to Thomas Motto, Esq., then a respectable, 
and considered a very opulent, man. On the 1st of Juno 
following I invited a large partjf t.o dinner. Among tho 
guests was mjf said landlord, Mr. Motto, whom I found a 
pleasant, well-informed jnnn, also Mr. Shore (now Lord 
Tcignmouth), Mr. Purling, Mr. Slontgoinery, and his brother, 
who commanded the Beshorovgh Indiaman, Mr. Kneller, 
Colonel Watson, Major Mest-aj^er, and some other of ray 
Seahorse companions. I had likewise Captain .John Durand, 
with whom I had been at school at Streatham. Although 
not then quite twenty-one j'cars of ago ho had tlio command 
of tlm North iiifjlon, one of the ('ompany’s ships. .Ho was 
tho eldest son of the infamous scoundrel I have alre.ady 
mentioned in connection with his treatment of the worthy 
Captain Waddell, of tho Plasscy. 

The morning hod been very threatening, it blowing hard. 
By tho time we sat down at table it increa.sed t.o a violent 
gale with inccs.sant heavy rain ; so hca\y it poured down 
that not one of mj' party chose to cncomitcr it, and we 
therefore continued drinking until morning. Some of my 
gue.sts being then convinced it was the setting in of tho rains 
and might not cease for doj’.^, in spite of its fury set out for 
their OAvn hou.'ses, but three remained with me until tho 
morning of the -Ith, when it sinhlenly cleared nj), leaving 
the town completely’ deluged. 
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At that period the King’s birthday was celebrated with 
much pomp, the Governor-General always giving a dinner 
to the gentlemen of the Settlement, and a ball and supper 
to the ladies at night, at which entertainments everybody, 
malgre the extreme heat, appeared in full dress, with bags 
and swords. I made up for the occasion a coat of pea- 
green, lined with white silk and. richly ornamented mth a 
spangled and foiled lace, w'aistcoat and breeches decorated 
in like manner being also of w'hite silk. All the company 
appearing in splendid apparel made a very handsome show. 
The Governor-General presided at the dinner-table. Upon 
the cloth being removed, he gave as first toast. The King ; 
then. The Queen and Royal Family ; The East India Com- 
pany ; The Army and Navy ; The Commander-in-Chief ; 
Success to the British arms in India — each toast being fol- 
lowed by a salute of twenty-one guns, from cannon dra^vn 
up for the purpose in front of the Court House. 

I had only been a few days in Calcutta when I received 
a letter from a Mr. James Augustus Hicky, then a prisoner 
for debt in the common jail, requesting I would have the 
goodness to call upon him. 1 did so and found a most 
eccentric creature apparently possessed of considerable 
natural talents, but entirely uncultivated. Never before 
had I beheld a mortal who so completely came up to what 
I had often heard described as “ a wild Irishman ! ” He 
related a lamentable talc of the unmerited cruelty with 
w’hich he had been persecuted by a few malignant Bengalis, 
who had kept him locked up in prison upwards of two years 
upon false debts, which, although supported by the oaths 
of different plaintiffs, W'cre founded only in perjury. During 
several visits I made him on different days he showed me 
many written documents strongly corroborative of what 
he asserted. I therefore determined to give him all the aid 
in my power. 

Upon enquiring particularly into the character and con- 
duct of my namesake, I learnt that he was extremely vio- 
lent, yielding so much to sudden gusts of passion and so 
grossly abusing whoever acted for him that at length not a 
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profeseional man could be found to act for him, and he 
actually remained a prisoner from there not being an 
Attorney who would have anything to say to him. I early 
saw that this account was not an exaggerated one, yet I 
could not help feeling for the unfortunate man. After re- 
quiring from him the most sacred promise that if 1 became 
his Attorney he would leave the conduct of his business 
entirely to me and not, as I understood had thentofore been 
the case, bounce up in Court every five minutes to complain 
of his lawyers to the Judges, I would do all I could to assist 
him. Such promise being readily given, I read the papers 
in each of his causes. 

After making myself master of the leading facts, I applied 
to, and prevailed upon, my Mends, Tilghman and Morse, 
to bo Hicky’s Counsel. As we all thought it right he should 
be present at the trial of his causes, I applied for a writ of 
Habeas Corpus for that purpose. Upon the first trial, 
Mr. Tilghman having a mtness under cross-examination, 
Hicky suddenly started from his seat like a maniac, swearing 
be (Tilghman) did not know how to probe the conscience 
of a rascally native of Bengal and ho would question him 
himself. Mr. Tilghman instantly, with great indignation, 
throw up his brief, accusing me with breach of my word, 
inasmuch as I had ventured to say I could be answerable for 
the propriety of my client. 

Enraged at Hicky’s behaviour, 1 told him ho was a lying 
vagabond scoundrel, who ought, and should for mo, rot in 
jail. The poor devil burst into a violent fiood of tears, 
threw himself upon his knees, entreating the Judges to plead 
for him with me, and that if I would forgive him and con- 
tinue to manage his business he would leave the Court and 
in future be guided solely by mo. The Chief Justice hu- 
manely desired I would comply, and I did so, prevailing 
also upon Mr. Tilghman to resume his brief. In this case wo 
succeeded in getting a judgment for the defendant, whereby 
a pretended debt of twenty thousand rupees for which ho had 
been arrested was completely done away, the Court express- 
ing a wish that the plaintiff should be indicted for perjury. 



Tin-: nnsi' caixiiTta ni'avspapkr ita 

Two cinyp nflrr Ihir? rur<y>r;« nnnthor of Hick}*’** cnuroa 
r..nmf' on, when ho njjnin pmonl, nntl cstn-mol}’ ngilntotl 
ilurinp tho totimnny (tivon l*y llu* plnintifl's \vitnp?sc!<, fre- 
quently rxclfiiminp, tliniifth in nn uiulor voice, niul na it 
were to him.' elf, " A«ch. fh«* thi»-f ! The viiintn I The per- 
jim-d villriin, how he lie.** ! Auch, •la'OJ.'!, aweet JnaiiH, how 
nm 1 perrernto^i niul toni to prim* {pi'-ri'.-t)," In thi.i cn?o 
wi* nlpo piiccwch-cl, njul hy the end of the term I got rid of 
nil hL« tx'giiL’h plaintiffs and procured hi.s lilK'rntion, for 
which he wa" mo--t truly grnt/-ful. 

At the tinu' I fin-t i nw Hicky he hnd heen nbout neven 
yc.ars in Indin. During hi.s confinetnont he met with n 
treatise upon printing, from which he collected Fufficiont 
information to commence printer, there never having 
been n pn^-w in Calcutta. By indefatigable attention and 
unremitting labour he pucceeded in cutting a rough set of 
Ij'pca which amswered ver^* well for Imnd-billi; and common 
ndvcrliFemenlF, and na he could afford to work cheap he 
met with conpidernble encouragement. Ha\nng Bcrnpcd 
together b}* thia mean.*; a few hundred rupees ho sent to 
Knglnnd for n regular and projH'r set of materials for print- 
ing. Re.colving also to have two strings to his bow, he at 
the same time gave orders for a quantity of medicine, ns he 
proposed to cxercii^e the businew of physician, surgeon, and 
apothecary, iw well as that of printer. 

Whilst pntientlj’ waiting the arrival of these articles, it 
occurred to Hickj' that great benefit might arise from setting 
on foot a public newspaper, notliing of that kind ever having 
appeared. Upon his tj'pc.s, &c., therefore reaching him, he 
issued proposals for printing a weekly paper, which, meeting 
with extraordinary encouragement, ho speedily issued his 
first work. As n novelty every person read it, and was de- 
lighted. Pos.scs8ing a fund of low wit, his paper abounded with 
proof of that talent. He had also a happy knack at appl 3 ing 
appropriate nicknames and relating satirical anecdotes. 

There was at that lime in the Settlement a gentleman 
named Tirctta, of considerable eminence as an architect. 
By birth he was an Italian, but hnd passed the early part 
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of Ilia life in Franco and Germany. Notwithstanding ho had 
resided twenty years in a British Settlement, he liad made 
no great proficiency in the English language, nor, in fact, 
did ho shine in any other, it being perfectly ridiculous to 
hear the strange milange he made when speaking, especially 
if ruffled, as was often the case, upon which occasions what 
ho uttered was a compound of English, French, Portuguese, 
and Hindustani, interlarded with the most uncouth and 
mire oaths in each language. His figure was uncommonly 
good, and ho was fond of exhibiting it in a minuet, his 
address and manners elegant, with an animated countenance 
and handsome in spite of an enormous nose. 

The heat in Bengal in the month of Juno is extreme, 
notwithstanding wliich Mr. Tiretta always appeared on the 
4th, being the King’s birthday, at the ball given by the 
Governor, in a full-trimmed suit of rich velvet. Hicky, in 
giving an account of this entertainment in his newspaper, 
and the guests that wore present, says of Tiretta, “ Nosey 
Jargon danced his annual minuets, seasonably dressed in 
a full suit of crimson velvet ! ” The title of " Nosey J argon ” 
from thenceforward stuck to Mr. Tiretta. 

The emolument arising from Hicky’s newspaper became 
immense, and with common prudence he would have made 
a large fortune, but suffering it to become the channel of 
personal invective and the most sourrilous abuse of in- 
dividuals of all ranks, high and low, rich and poor, many 
wore attacked in the most wanton and cruel manner. The 
consequence was that several prosecutions were instituted 
against Hicky as the printer and publisher of the paper 
in which these libels were. His utter ruin was the conso- 
,quenco. 

During the hot months, and the rainy season, I made 
frequent visits to my shipmate. Major Mestayer, who com- 
mandfvl at Budge Budge, a fort about twenty miles below 
Calcutta, delightfully situated on the bank of the river. 

Notwithstanding I lived much in the best society, passing 
everj' (rvening in y)arties, my mornings wore dedicated to 
liard work at my desk, from which cash accumulated rapidly. 
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civil cases to act also as Jurors. He insisted that was con- 
trary to the Constitution, and he would oppose it to his 
latest breath. Colonel Watson, finding him thus obstinate, 
requested I would point out the requisite steps to he taken. 
I accordin^y did direct him how to enter an appearance 
with the Prothonotary and to obtain a copy of the plaint 
or declaration. I also drew a plea of the general issue, not 
guilty, substituting instead of the customary conclusion, 
“ And of this he puts himself upon ihe Court,” “ And of this 
he puts himself upon ihe Country.” 

doing this 1 informed Cres^ that unless the plaintiS’s 
Attorney was an egregious blockhead it could answer no 
purpose, for that the process so worded must be considered 
as no plea, and the cause would be set down ex parte. Cressy 
still persevered, and the plaintiff’s Attorney neglecting to 
avail himself of the advantage he might have taken, filed 
a demurrer to the plea, which in due course being set down 
for hearing, Cressy determined to argue it in person. 

A day being appointed for the argument of the demurrer, 
the Court by eight o’clock in the morning was crowded by 
the British inhabitants of Calcutta, both civil and military, 
but the Chief Justice being indisposed could not attend. 
The discussion was therefore postponed. This happened 
in the middle of the Mohammedan festival of the Mohurrem, 
during which the lower orders of Mussulman by swallowing 
large quantities of an intoxicatiDg drug called Bang, work 
themselves up to a state of absolute madness and commit 
great excess. Their zeal was increased that year by the 
Nabob Sydaat .4Ii being in Calcutta. 

Soon after Sir Robert Chambers and Mr. Justice Hyde 
had taken their seats upon the Bench and the common 
routine of business was entered upon, a prodigious mob 
assembled directly under the windows, when the beating of 
tom-toms (a small sort of drum in use all over Hindustan) 
and the shrill squeaking of their trumpets made such a 
horrible din, the Counsellors could not possibly make them- 
selves heard bv' the Judges. Sir Robert therefore directed 
the constables in attendance to go down and disperse the 
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people. In n few minuter one of these consfnblcs, whoso 
name wns Roop, nn old Gernmn, mn into Court in great 
ngitotion, without his wig, crying out that ho had boon 
violently assailed bj’ the mob, who had sovoroly beaten him, 
carried off his hot and wig, and upon his showing his staff 
of office, requiring pence in His Majest 3*’6 name, two English 
sailors who n*crc amongst tbo crowd, seized his said staff, 
and carried it off in triumph. 

The tumult, instead of sub.siding, seeming greatly to 
increase, the Under Sheriff was ordered to interfere and do 
his dutj’ by forthwith dispersing the mob, which by that 
time had increased to several thousands, showing strong 
symptoms of riot. The moment Mr. Harry Stark (tho 
Under Sheriff) made bis appearance in tho street tho leaders 
of tho band seized him, broke his wand, and were carrying 
him bodilj’ away, when ho was rescued bj' some of tho 
Nabob’s servants who happened to know him, but for which 
ho would probablj' have been murdered. Tho mob then 
attacked and maltreated tho bearers and Hircarrahs that 
wero in attendanco waiting for their masters, demolishing 
every palankeen they could lay hands on. Another party 
assailed the Court House, discharging showers of brick- 
bats through tho windows, which were soon demolished, tho 
bricks flying through tho Court-room in all directions, for 
unluckily there was abundant ammunUion from a part of 
the building being under repair. 

In about half an hour after tho first grand attack bad been 
thus made, an alarm tvos given that tho mob, armed with 
tulwars (scimitars), had forced tho sentries and were in a 
vast body rushing up the principal staircase. A general 
panic prevailed, the spectators running in all directions to 
seek shelter. I was one who wont mth tho stream, seeking 
safety at tho top of tho Court-house, where was also Mr. 
William Chambers, brother to Sir Robert, a gentleman well 
acquainted with tho dispositions of tho natives, and who 
seemed particularly uneasy at the situation we wero in, 
declaring our lives were in imminent danger and that most 
likely cvciy European would be put to death. 
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I own I felt considerable alarm at finding matters becom- 
ing BO vscrions, but the champion for the privilege of a Briton 
(Cressy), upon hearing Mr. Chambers’s speech, very 
spiritedly said, “ If such be the case let us act like English- 
men and not run from a parcel of vagabond Indians. Let 
us resolutely face them and at least sell our lives dearly,” 
at the same time seizing a pike from the hands of one of 
the Sheriff's peons, who happened to stand near him. Ho 
continued, “ Noav, let all who feel like me follow my ex- 
ample,” and he boldly descended the staircase, followed by 
many who were encouraged by his behaviour. 

The event justified Cressj ’s spirit ; the mob instantly re- 
treated, and a party of Invalids from the old fort arriving 
at that critical moment, the rioters went off after letting fly 
one terrible shower of bricks. Major Sturgeon, which was 
literally the name of the officer who commanded the In- 
valids, receiving a blow on his head which sot the blood 
streaming down his face, in which condition ho entered the 
Court, dc.'iiring the Judge to rest assured that he and his 
brave fellows would shed the last drop of their blood in 
defence of their Lordships ! This part of the scene was 
most truly ridiculous, the more so from there being present 
nearly an hundred officers, all with their swords on, who 
had been drawn to the Court House in the hopes of enter- 
tainment from hearing Cressy abuse the Judges, but who 
seemed quite moon.'.truck when the riot commenced and 
more frightened than any other of the spectulors I The 
mob, although they left the front of the Court House, still 
.‘■eemed disj)oscd to mischief until a large body of Europeans 
marching from Fort William cfTectually dispersed them. 

In this attack I was one amongst many other .sufferers, 
having a palankeen which cost me three hundred riipces 
totally demolished. The inftiri.ated Muss'ilmen also broke 
clown sc'veral of th** gates to the entrance of a range called 
the Writers’ ]5uildiiig.-c, demolishing the windows, lamps, 
and evcrj'fhirig (liat c.amc within their power, pelting and' 
beating every ICnropean they met with. 

So uncomaion and e.xtruurdinary a breach of the peace 
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occurring in the BritiMij capital of Indin, and upon tho Court 
itself, occasioned uiiivoraal nstonishincnt all over tho 
provinces. A common opinion prevailed that Sydaat Ali 
had encouraged and promoted* the riot with a view to a 
general massacre of the Europeans, which, coming to the 
Nabob’s knowledge, he instantly i)iiblishcd and distributed 
tluroughout Calcutta a strong and energetic disclaimer of 
his being directly or indircctlj' privy to tho intentions of tho 
mob or having anjihing to do Avith them. On tho contrary, 
that himself and all his attendants had done their utmost 
to pacify the rioters and to quell tho distimbance. He con- 
cluded a well-drawn address by offering a roAvard of five 
thousand rupees to any person or persons who would dis- 
cover the principals, or any of those who had cither directly 
or indirectly promoted or encouraged tho riot. 

In consequence of this outrageous tumult. Government 
issued an order that thenceforward no religious processions 
should be allowed to pass through tho town of Calcutta 
during the celebration of tho Mohurrem, which order has 
from that time been strictlj* adhered to. 

Crcissy’s demurrer coming on for argument in a few days 
after the above extraordinary occiu’rence, the Court-room 
was once more crowded uith auditors at an early hour. Tho 
business being called on, Cressy acquitted liimself better 
than 1 thought possible, but in giving judgment tho Chief 
Justice remarked that “ although tho plaintiff’s Attorney 
inadvertently demurred to tho plea, instead of setting down 
the cause ex parte, as he should have done, still the Judges 
upon reading the record ought to have rectified that inad- 
vertency, and not have heard a syllable upon the occasion.” 
He added that ho should give a judgment for the plaintifi 
with four hundred sicca rupees damages and costs 1 

Tho other action against Cressy was not tried, his Counsel 
advising him to let a judgment go for the same damages 
dS in the one determined, reserving a right of aijpeal. Tho 
agitation of tliis question created a great interest not only 
in Bengal, but .ill over the Company’s provinces, Cressy 
receiving the most flattering and complimentary addresses 
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from every direction as the stannch supporter of the rights 
and privileges of Englishmen. He was pronounced the 
Wilkes of India ! A subscription was instantly set on foot 
by which a large sum was raised and presented to him, to 
reimburse him the expense and trouble he had been put to. 

Colonel Watson was extremely desirous of appealing from 
the judgment of the Court, a measure I could not sanction, 
because I saw no chance of success. 1 therefore said as 
much to the gentlemen of the committee, but recommended 
their being governed, not by what I said, but by the opinions 
of the Counsel concerned in the cause. To this they acceded. 
I therefore drew a case, stating every circumstance candidly 
and fairly, of which Colonel Watson approved. One copy 
was submitted to Mr. Newman, another to Mr. Lawrence, 
and a third to Mr. Tilghman, who all in the most 
decided language said no appeal could possibly succeed 
under such circumstances, nor did they believe a lawyer 
could be found who would afiSx his name to a petition of 
appeal in such a case. Colonel Watson, notwithstanding 
this opinion, resolved that the matter should not drop. He 
therefore got together a few loading men, to whom he pro- 
posed calling a meeting of the British inhabitants of Calcutta 
to deliberate on the steps most proper to be taken in order 
to bring the question before the Legislature of Great Britain. 
A summons was issued, and in January, 1779, a very 
numerous assembly met at the theatre, at which a petition 
to Parliament was unanimously voted, praying a repeal of 
the Act under which the Court was constituted, and that 
British subjects might in India, as they were in all other 
parts of His Majesty’s dominions, bo allowed a trial by 
jurj’! 

A committee was chosen to prepare this petition, and to 
do all that was requisite to promote the success of the same. 
This committee consisted of Colonel Pearso, Colonel Watson, 
Mr. John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth), Messrs. John Petrie, 
Alexander Iligginson, Henry CottcrcU, John Evcling, 
Charlt^j I'nrling. Francis Gladwin, and Giles Rooko, all men 
of con'<i<l' rablc talents, who paid the utmost attention to 
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tlio causo pinccd under their management. They met four 
times a week. In the progress of their task they found it 
necessary to apply to the prothonotary and other officers of 
the Court for copies of certain documents. These officers, 
feeling some doubt as to the propriety of giving the papers 
demanded, submitted the matter to the Chief Justice, who 
instantly prohibited any copies of the records of the Court 
being furnished to any persons except those properly 
authorized to ask them. They were consequently refused. 

Colonel Watson, at the next meeting of the committee, 
after commenting upon the arbitrary and unconstitutional 
conduct of the judges, was pleased to pay me some high 
compliments for my honourable and independent behaviour 
upon all occasions, finishing his encomiums by recommend- 
ing that I should be employed as the attorney of the com- 
mittee. This proposal being carried without a dissenting- 
voice, the secretary apprized me thereof by letter, and from 
that time I constantly received official notice of the meetings 
and attended them. 

For my success in obtaining the required copies of docu- 
ments I gained great credit with the committee, who had 
altogether despaired of obtaining what they wanted, and 
without some of the papers they could scarcely have accom- 
plished their purpose. One of the members proposed that 
I, who had in several instances shown my zeal and anxiety 
for the success of the business they were engaged upon, 
should be sent to Europe as the agent for the petitioners. 
The motion was, however, deemed premature. 

This it was that first led me to turn my thoughts towards 
my old companions in London, and made me desirous of re- 
visiting them. I immediately began to calculate what my 
outstanding debts would amount to, also the probable 
emoluments arising from the business then going on in my 
office. Upon a rough sketch I found the sum-total at the 
lowest estimate would be between three and four thousand 
pounds. I did not, however, for some time afterwards 
throw out the slightest hint to anyone that I intended 
leaving India, but continued to labour assiduously at my 
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profession and to assist the fwrtherancc of the petition, 
whereby, although I gained popularity, I at the same time 
incurred the heavy displeasure of the judges, especially Sir 
Elijah Iinpcy, who, when we met in society, ceased to speak 
or to take any sort of notice of me. Sir Robert Chambers 
and Mr, Hyde were less illiberal, behaving to mo in public 
as usual. Sir Robert being near me one night at supper 
observed he was sorry to find I had turned a traitor, the more 
so as ho was convinced I was acting contrary to my own 
interest, which undoubtedly proved to bo the case. 

Early in February, 1779, the committee had prepared 
the petition to Jlis Majesty and to the Parliament of Great 
Britain, praying that the Act under which the Supremo 
Court was established might be amended, especially by 
granting His Majesty’s subjects resident within the provinces 
of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa, their right of trial by jury in 
all cases, civil as well as criminal. A meeting of the British 
inhabitants was then convened to hear this petition read, 
which was unanimously approved and pronounced an 
cloqtjont and masterly performance. Of this document 
I should hero have introduced a copy had I not lost the only 
one I liad in a tremendous storm in the year 1782 (of which 
more hereafter). A further large sum was next raised by 
.subscription to defray the expenses of carrying the object 
into effect, and now I first communicated to my friend, 
Cohmcl Watson, my U'ish to go to Europe for a couple of 
years and to be the bearer of the petition, &c. He gave the 
most decided opinion against my taking what ho called so 
incon.^iidcrate aiid imprudent a step, observing that I was 
in the fair and high road to fortune, universally rc.spccU‘d, 
living in the first .society ; in short-, “ with the ball at viy 
font" to rclinqui.sh v/hich unnecessarily seemed to him to 
b<‘ ab.-olutc in.sajjity. NoUvith.st ending I felt the truth and 
full force of the Colonel’s remarks, yet the idea of revisiting 
old haunts having once got into my giddy brain I had 
n»-ithi*r prudence nor fortitude enough to resist, 

Cohuifl Watson, finding mi; obstinately regardlc.s.s of what 
h'- and all my real friends urged, and that nothing could dU- 
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Bundc me from the voyage, he most kindly endeavoured to 
render the trip ns beneficial to me ns possible. He, at the 
next meeting of the committee, mentioned my sudden 
determination to leave India, and proposed that the petition 
should bo delivered into my charge to convey it to Europe, 
that my cxpenccs should be paid, and a furtlicr sum of two 
hundred pounds be allowed me nnnimlly for two years after 
my arrival in London. All which was agreed to liy tho 
committee, cvciy' member expressing bimsolf happy at 
having an opportunity to comply with my wishes, though 
they lamented my thus early leaving Bengal. At a subse- 
quent meeting it was resolved that the allowance should bo 
increa.scd to four, instead of two hundred pounds, and that I 
should bo fully reimbursed the cxpenccs of my voyage home. 

In March, 1779, 1 applied to Captain Arthur Gore, of tho 
Nassau, for accommodation in his ship, which, together with 
tho Southampton, Captain Lenox, was shortly to sail. 
These two ships, as 1 have already observed, had been 
assisting in Sir Edward Vernon’s fleet for upwards of a 
twelvemonth. Captain Gore told mo the whole of his round- 
house and great cabin were already disposed of, but that I 
might have a spacious cabin on the larboard side of tho 
cuddy for five thousand sicca rupees. I therefore closed tho 
business at once by consenting to take that accommodation 
upon tho terms proposed. Mentioning this to Colonel Wat- 
son, he said he w’ould make tho committee forthwith advance 
me ten thousand rupees to pay Gore and' other port charges 
during my voyage, but I said I had already more cash than 
was necessary for those purposes, and should prefer receiving 
the whole amount in England. The Colonel still urging mo 
to take a part at least, I drew upon the committee for the 
sum I was to pay Captain Gore, and lucky would it have been 
for me had I taken all that was offered. 

The time of my departure fast approaching, I desired my 
Banyan Durgachuru Muckerjee to prepare his accounts for 
settlement, which he promised but neglected to perform. 
My debts were soon ascertained, I having made it a rule to 
pay everything I owed at the end of each month, except my 
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Mnjor WrMv-r hnvinp jvwkccl CnptAin Hrntloy to join fho 
dininp p-irly nt hi>. the hnnx wiw to Ik> tliorc carried 

into fflf-rt. I^t'inp n.'c’-fml*lcd on tlie IStli, vre nt one o’clock 
rnt down to dinmT. In the middle of tho meal n gontlo- 
im:\ r-MTie in, wlm nlmo:;t immediately told ns a mclan* 
clmly event had orcunx'd in tho xvreck of the H'orren Hast- 
pilot rchooner, whieh, in going to Kedgeree, had Ftruck 
tipnn a rand, innlnntly ovenet, and vrjw totally lost, every 
f otd on l»oanl jvri«hing, that in nn hour not n vestige of her 
remained, nn<l that tho lo-is was the more Forious from her 
having the paekets for the txvo Indinmen on board. 

Captain Ik*nt ley upon hearing this turned oxtrcmelj* pale, 
and with the utmost agitation raid his money was on board 
her. Captain CJore remarked that it was unlucky, but that 
he could not be n material sufTerer, as no doubt tho property 
w.as insured, to whieh Ik-ntley in nn agony replied, " Oh, no, 
sir, not a nijn-e of it. I am undone, ruined, undone for 
ever," and he burst, into tears. Mnjor Weblx'r, who was a 
humane and Ixuievolent man, was distrc.sscd beyond 
measure when he saw the serious ctTect of his joke, and in- 
stantly said he had no doubt but that tho boxes of rupees 
would be n-covert'd and ho would directly send a man on 
horseback to Calcutta to ascertain the particulars. 

IJentley continuing in a state of torpid de.spair, tho 
Mnjor in a few minutes left tho room, and returning im- 
mcdinfel}' said a mcsscrjger bad nrrix’cd to sny tho account 
of tho loss of the vc,ssel was a mistake, it. being a pariah sloop 
in company to which tho accident had happened. Captain 
Bcntloj’ was then congratulated, but tho fright had deprived 
him of the little scn.so ho possessed ond ho could not rally, 
sitting weeping like a child. When Major Webber men- 
tioned the joke, ns ho called it, to mo, I expressed my dis- 
approbation at it, os being of too serious a nature and likely 
to produce ill-conscqucnccs. Tho Major thereupon seemed 
disposed to give it up but was persuaded not by Captain 
Goro. 
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ON THE WAY HOME AGAIN 

U PON rising to go on board our vessel, I found Captain 
Bentlej' had no conveyance but a pauncoway, a sort of 
boat very unequal to go down the river at that season. I 
therefore offered him a passage in Mr. Lacam’s sloop, which 
he thankfully accepted. At five we got under way with a 
strong gale from the south, which was in our teeth. Two 
miles below Mr. Lacam’s resided Mr. Playdcll, the father 
of my shipmate, who, \vith a largo party that had dined 
with him, came to the waterside upon our passing and gave 
us three cheers, which wo returned. That evening wo 
anchored off Budge Budge, where I landed to shako Major 
Mestayer by the hand. 

On the 19th it blew hard ; the vessel wo were in novorthc- 
les-? made considerable progress, being admirably fo\md and 
well manned. That day we worked down to Kedgeree, 
there waiting for the ebb tide. During the night tho wind 
increased and wo tumbled about dreadfully. Tho Sovthamj)- 
ton that night lost three anchors. On the 22nd, after a 
boisterous and very unpleasant passage, we got on board tho 
Na-imu, then laying in a wild and open sea, surrounded by 
sands over which the surf broke tremendously in every 
direction. She was eight miles distant from tho nearest 
land. 'J’Ik* first man 1 beheld on going up the Nansnu's side 
w.-v*-. my old iVet/) Shnrehnm .shipmate, .Terry Griffin, who I 
found v.-.T! boatswain, and with whom I renewed my ac- 
(juiintatcf. 

'I'hc 2tfh, L’.'th and 26111 it blew so hard tho pilots dare 
liot move the .‘'hip-, though we e.rj)eetod our cables would 
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part every moment, the strain upon them being so im- 
mense. 

On the 29th the wind being less boisterous, we worked 
down a narrow channel about eight miles. The 30tb 
being still more moderate we made a better progress. 
Whilst at anchor this day another schooner joined us, from 
which a Sircar of Durgachuru Muckerjee’s came, presenting 
me with a bond ready filled up for the penal sum of ten 
thousand sicca rupees, which he claimed as the amount due 
upon balance of account. Although satisfied I did not owe 
him two thousand, yet was I absurd enough to execute the 
proffered bond and deliver the same to the Sircar, who went 
off well pleased with the success of his mission. 

The following day being the 1st of May, 1779, the pilot 
left us, it then blowing a hard gale from the southward. 
We stood to the east-south-east under courses in company 
with the Southampton, the errantest hog trough that ever 
floated on salt water. The orders of Government to the 
respective Commanders were upon no accoimt whatsoever 
to separate, but alwa^i^s to keep as near to each other as the 
weather would permit. As there was not sufficient cargo 
ready in Bengal, we were to proceed to Madras and there 
fill up with coast goods. Being in the very height of the 
south-west monsoon we were consequently obliged to keep 
the eastern shore of the bay well on board until we should 
reach Acheen Head, when it was intended to stretch across 
to the coast of Coromandel. 

In the Nassau we had only one other passenger. 
Lieutenant Grand, of the Artillery, a young man going to 
sea for his health. He was brother to the husband of Mr. 
Erancis’s fair friend. Being, though young in years, a man 
of observation he at once discovered Bentley to be a sort of 
body capable of being made an advantage of, and laid him- 
self out to derive that advantage. Bentley was fond of 
cards, conceiving himself a superior player of piquet, an 
idea that Grand encouraged. They had frequent contests 
at the game for many hours together. In the early part of 
the contest Bentley generally rose a winner by thr^ or four 
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games. As we approached otir destination /oriane changed, 
and the artilleryman was a gainer of near five thousand 
rupees by the contest 1 The fact was he could and ought to 
have given Bentley at least twenty points. 

The officers of the Naaaau were Mr. William Greer, chief 
mate, an abominable sot who kept himself in a state of 
constant intoxication, as might well be the case from his 
“ grog,” as he termed it, being always three-parts spirit ; 
the second was Mr. John Pascal Larkins, a worthy man 
and admirable seaman; Joseph Clarkson, the third; and 
John Rogers, the fourth ; John Smith, surgeon ; William 
Darling, purser. From the time the ship left her moorings 
at Culpee, Mr. Greer had been confined to his cabin under 
the plea of indisposition, which Captain Gore asserted was 
a mere pretence to avoid doing the duty of his station, an 
opinion that was strengthened by Mr. Larkins declaring 
the same, and he was not a man to bo biassed by prejudice 
or misrepresentation. Smith, the surgeon, was an absolute 
maniac. Uncommonly able in his profession,, his general 
conduct was so eccentric as to justify my having pronounced 
him a maniac. The nickname by which he was generally 
designated was ” Quicksilver Jack.” 

We had horrid weather for several days after the pilot 
left us; an uninterrupted gale with tremendous squalls 
and incessant rain, accompanied by such peals of thunder 
and vivid flashes of lightning as are rarely seen or heard. 
During one of the most boisterous nights (by a little fait 
management with the man at the helm) we most happily 
parted from the Southamplon. At daylight she was not to 
be seen. Every measure was thereupon adopted to rejoin 
her, or perhaps I should be nearer the truth in introducing 
the word not before ” to rejoin her.” Bo that as it may, we 
saw no more of her between Bengal and Madras. We made 
the Andaman Islands during exceeding tempestuous 
weather, not a day passing without our carrying away 
jacks, sheets, or halliards, splitting sails every hotir, and 
altogether being most uncomfortable. During the month 
of May wo only had one observation. 
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On tho let of June Captain Gore told mo ho despaired of 
over reaching Madras, and said ho must proceed to Malacca 
to refit and replenish, in the necessity of wliioh all his officers 
agreeing, wo boro up two points, standing direct for tho 
Straits, bnt four-and-twenty hours afterwards tho wind 
bocamo somewhat moro favourablo, whioh induced a ro- 
nowol of the cndenvomis to gain our destined port of Madras. 

About eleven o’clock in tho morning of tho 4th tho sun 
brake forth ^nth great brightness, notwithstanding the 
tempest still raged ■with unabated fury. This afforded us 
tho important advantage of an observation, whereby wo 
clearly ascertained our latitude. Tho same afternoon we 
distinctly saw tho northern point of Sumatra and some small 
islands that lay off it. We also made tho Nioobars, of which 
wo had a clear and distinct view, thus ascertaining that the 
Sombrero Channel was fairly open to us and nothing to 
obstruct our passage through it. Wo consequently stood 
boldly on, all in high spirits in spito of tho bad weather, 
and resolved to do honour to tho festival of His Majesty’s 
birthday at our supper. 

As tho night approached tho galo increased so much that 
we could scarcoly bear closo-reofod topsails with tho wind 
upon tho beam. This did not prevent our filling some 
bumpers to Gcoigo the Tliird’s health and being very meny. 
It drawing towards midnight wo wore beginning to talk of 
retiring to oiu* cots, when Mr. Larkins sent a quarter- 
master to request Captain Gore would come upon deck, a 
summons that created some alarm amongst us, which was 
not a little increased by hearing a general uproar immedi- 
ately afterwards and tho people all in confusion. Upon 
going under tho a^vning, I found land had been discovered 
close to us, extending from tho loo bow to abaft the beam. 

Captain Gore, panicstruck, Icnew not what he was about, 
giving orders and counter orders in the same breath, and 
crying out to put tho ship about. In tho midst of the 
bustle Mr. Groor crawled &om bis cabin, desiring that an 
anchor might bo lot go, whereupon Mr. Larkins exclaimed, 
“ An anchor, Mr. Greer ! In the name of God what can be 
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expected from an anchor in such a sea as we are now en- 
countering ? Our only chance of escape is by making safli 
and endeavouring to dear the land that has so unexpectedly 
come in our way.” Every person on board competent to 
judge felt the force of what Mr. Larkins said, and aU were 
equally ready to testify to the very extraordinary skill and 
exertions of the boatswain, Jerry Griffin, who, when the 
men hesitated to perform a requisite duty from the risk 
attending it, himself set them an example, going out to the 
weather yardarm of the main topsail and succeeding in 
handing the sail, the whole time using the most extraordinary 
and out-of-the-way expressions. A reef was forthwith let 
out of each of the topsails, the courses reefed and set, and 
the ship hauled close to the wind. And this she bore ad- 
mirably, though wo had before thought too much sail was 
set, and that something was ^ving way every half-hour. 

We perceptibly passed the land rapidly, which when 
nearest to us appeared towering above the mastheads, it 
seeming that we must inevitably be upon it. The night was 
uncommonly dark, with a tremendous sea running, render- 
ing our situation truly alarming, indeed absolutely desperate. 

Upon my leaving the cabin, the other gentlemen followed, 
when Laridns entreated mo to return, as we might bo in the 
way and could be of no use. We therefore retired to the 
round-house, soon after which Captain Bentley entered 
with a candle and lantern in his hand. Quite at a loss to 
account for this, I asked him the meaning of it, when, with 
his usual simplicity, he answered, “ As I hear we ate likely 
to go ashore I should like to see where to land ! ” This 
strange speech struck all present most forcibly. Darling, 
the purser, gravely observing, “ I believe. Captain Bentley, 
your light will not prove of any use, for in such a sea as is 
now running if the ship once strikes, a few momenta will 
decide our fate by consigning us all to watery graves.” 

In two hours wo had cleared the land sufficiently to con- 
sider the danger over, and congratulated each other upon 
our miraculous escape. At four in the morning the day 
dawned, showing us the land that had caused our danger 
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r\ rh'Tl iM'-'.-iii -'- ujvtji tiiir !'•<• q>ifirS<'r, lni( an wo hml 
tjo v.jtli M\?y fn!h<*in'. «*f lifK* njj'l n)l olc.'ir wo 
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Mr, Lntl.iir’' tljfii {•cM «>• {lin! n( nino o'clrK’];, wlion 
!:«• ha'l for toiiio limo bcvn loohitjg 
f toniiily n! n lilno); j jio! ijo-irly ru’lit nlimd wliioh ho could 
n" ''.\v nrr(>«nt for. thnt ho hntl iirulo llio in:in nt <h'> holm 
hooji !lio rhij* holf « point tu ftror tho v.irjrl in ron-'orjiionco. 
,‘^!jll tho (pot loi.jijt'd lixo(l, H«. r'lll'-tl tho fifth ninfo, who 
v,;o- uj*on th" wntrh with him. pointing out tho ohjcct thrit 
onguf.*' il hi'' fitt^ntion. hut thi-- ortir<>r pronounced it to ho 
A r)oud, r.-- did toino of th'* fcnni'-n. I.nrhiii'i, however, Htill 
thoTight it h:id nil tin npjv-nr.mce of hind ; ho ordered n, 
r.vt of th<* leM/.l directly. Tin* line heing nccordinply preoied 
for.vnrd nnd hove in n few ininut<-'-, wa*: in'-t;intly ileclnred 
to hnve flrue): the lintl-oin with only n few fnthouu) of lino 
out, rvitd till'* in n pnrt of the ocenn when* hy nil the clmrln 
we ihciuld nut hnve bwn ujinn rounding'!. Mr. Litrhin.s 
conjectured that nt the fin't eti'd ther\! wn.'! nhout fifteen 
fnthoni'!, lifter which the rounding.! varied from fourteen 
fnthoujH (the len/-t water we had) to thirtj'-five, hnnl rocky 
hut tom. 

It i" n nio'it extrnordinniy' circum.'’'lnnre that, in n pnesagn 
r>o much fn-cjiiented n.'! that of the ,Somhren> Channel wns, 
nnd hnd been for n grx'iit miinher of yenm, hy nil rhip.s 
hound from Madras to Chinn, then; nhould ho nlmo.st in the 
Tniddlo of it an inhuul totally unhnown, or, at len.Ht, un- 
noticed, in tho chart« of tho.so ncas. Yet nucli indubitably 
wa'! th«* fact. 

Having (reaped thin danger, our no,\t dread wn.s that, in 
cro-ssing tlu.* hny the current nhould drive u.m bo far to the 
north wartl W(j nhould not he able to make Madran. Luckily 
tho wind proved favournble, no that wc nindo tho const 
within throe leaguer, of our port, off which plnco wc anchored 
on the 11th of Juno, having been nix wooku on tho passage, 
then considered a fair jiuriod against tho monsoon nnd when 
nenreely any of our .ships wore eoiipor-bottomed. 

Upon landing, I found Mr. Hull I’lunior waiting to rocoivo 
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me, immediately conveyed me to Ms house in the 
fort, where I had a conple of spacioos and handsome apart- 
ments allotted to my nse. Having dined with my friend, 
we got into Ms phaeton and drove to Choultry Plain, where 
he likewise had a delightfnl conntiy residence, and where 
he generally slept. In the neighbourhood of this residence 
he was building a magnificent mansion, the superintendence 
of which was his principal amusement early in the morning 
previous to going to town, and again in the evening upon his 
return. He at that time had the contract for completing 
the works, particularly an entire newly-constructed sea- 
line, presenting a truly formidable battery of the heaviest 
guns. These works required Ms daily attendance for several 
hours. The much talked of Paul Benfield had been the 
original contractor, but he, having acquired an overgrown 
fortune, gave up the works to Plumer, who, according to 
public report, cleared sisty thousand pounds thereby! Such 
was the advantage arising from Government contracts in 
those da 3 rs. 

Two da 3 re after m” arrival at Madras I called upon Cap- 
tain Gore, who told me he had just received the unpleasant 
information that the foremast was discovered to be so badly 
sprung as to be wholly unfit to stand, and he feared there 
would be extreme difficulty in procuring a new one at 
Madras. 

We found the inhabitants of the Settlement exceedingly 
gay, cMefly owing to the cheerful example ^ven by the 
Governor, Sir Thomas Rumbold, and Ms lady. There 
was scarce an evening without some great entertainment, 
public or private, a weekly concert of a superior kind, many 
of the performers being of a description that would have 
created admiration in any part of Europe. My cMef 
favourite amonpt the fair sex was Mrs. Maule, wife of 
Major Maule. At her house we had frequently delicious 
music. There was also an elegant theatre, where I was 
present at the performance of “ Love in a Vfilage ” in a 
style that would not have disgraced the London stage. A 
Mr. Lewin of the Civil Service personated Hawthorn; 
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Mr. Storey, nn nrchitoct, young Mondows ; both gentlemen 
Imvinp nncommon fine voices nnd l>ring proficient in music. 
The n**>t of (he chnmclers were ver^* respect fibly filled. 

Upon my being presented to Sir Thomas Rumbold, I 
WAS agreeably Furprired at finding in one of his aides-de- 
camp an old acquaintance, Count Sliippej*, whom I had 
met at Colonel Coojwr’fl at Tilbury Fort when stajing 
vrilb Mr. Cano at Eritb. Sir Thomas, I understood, was 
much attached to him. Sbipjx!}*, as I have before ob- 
Ferved, was a man of vorj* elegant manners, spoke sovcral 
language? fiuently, and \va«», in everj* respect, the homme du 
mor.df. Sir Thomas found him of real use in receiving and 
tallung to the French officers then recently arrived from 
Pondicherry upon the capture of that fortress by the British. 
Sir Thomas, although a man of good address and fashionable 
apjx'arance, Bpoko not a wonl of I'rench, wliich made his 
situation ns Governor rather awkward by having a number 
of foTX'ign guests at Iris table with whom he could hold no 
conversation but through the medium of Shippoy, os intor- 
preler. 

Upon my introduction I was, according to the etiquette 
of the place, invited to dinner, at which I was, by Sir 
Thomas, presented to Lady Rumbold, and to bis eldest son, 
Captain Rumbold, aide-de-camp to Sir Hector Munro, the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf, and then upon the eve of sailing for 
England with the official accounts of the taking of Pondi- 
cherry. This young man was rather disrespectfully spoken 
of from being thought deficient in personal bravery. The 
nature of his station made it requisite for him during the 
siege frequently to carry orders from Sir Hector Munro to 
the officers on duty in the trenches, a duty the Captain, 
from his mode of performing it, was considered as not 
likibg. It soon became a general remark that upon the 
sound of a shot whizzing by ho bobbed his head, to the great 
entertainment of the private soldiers, amongst whom it at 
lost became a byword upon seeing a comrade flinch or in any 
way shy, to say, “ Ho tipped him a Rumbold.” 

There was an immense party in the evening. Lady 
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Rumbold very courteously asked me whether I was fond 
of dancing or preferred it to playing cards, to which I replied 
I rarely did either, begging her permission to walk about 
and chat. But that she declared could not be, one or the 
other I must do. As the lesser evil therefore I chose cards, 
and was placed at her Ladyship’s table, she observing loo 
was their game, and that they played very low, only for 
Fanams unlimited, at which low rate I, in about two hours, 
notwithstanding the utmost caution, found myself minus 
upwards of sis hundred pagodas, whereupon as I suddenly 
rose from table. Lady Rumbold exclaimed, “ Oh dear, Mr. 
Hickey ! you cannot think of giving up already. Pray 
don’t leave the party ! ” to which I answered in a somewhat 
peremptory tone, “ Your Ladyship must excuse me. I 
certai^y shall stop now, for were I to continue a few hours 
longer at the same rate, instead of pursuing my purposed 
voyage to England, I should be compelled to return to 
Bengal, there to refurnish an empty purse.” Her Ladyship 
bowed and ceased to importune me further, nor did she 
during the subsequent four months I remained at Madras 
ever ask me to touch a card, although I was constantly in- 
vited, and always went to her parties, where she behaved 
towards me with the utmost politeness and attention. In 
short, she was satisfied with my fine of near three hundred 
pounds, which loss gave me the entree to her reaUy elegant 
and pleasant coterie, where I met aU the fashion of the 
Settlement, and in those days it was .a very gay place. 

My greatest intimates were Mr. Paul Benfield, Mr. 
Alexander Davidson, Major Burrowes, Messrs. Welch, 
Cochrane, Roebuck, Moubray, Einloch, and Captain Bagot, 
the last named being one of the best companions I ever met 
with. His figure, although Herculean, was strikingly ele- 
gant. He had the command of one of the finest battalions 
of Sepoys in the army, the men of which almost adored him. 
He had behaved upon more than one occasion with the 
utmost gallantry, yet, unaccountable as it is, subsequent 
to my 'leaving Madras this gentleman’s corps being engaged 
with a body of Tippoo’s troops he betrayed the utmost 
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purUltinimUy, and nnhvithr.t-nm\inp liis favourite Sepoy?, 
who paw (he panic, did everythinp in their power to oncour- 
npe and roupc Jnin, he finally lunicd his horfo and fled ns 
fast, a.'! (he nnintnl could cany him. His ruin ns a militnr}' 
man naturally followed, hut .«o univcrsall}' was he loved 
and n'spected by all order:? of people that no public notice 
was tahen of his misconduct. He returned to the Presi- 
dency, where a considerable subscription being raised by 
his friends (who well knew ho had not. saved any money) 
was privately rent to him with a recommendation (hat ho 
should leave India and pet to Europe in a foreign .ship. In 
obedience to which advice he proceeded to 'J’ranquebar, 
(here embarking in a Danish vessel. I undci'stnnd he died 
in I.ondon some years afterwards in extreme indigence. 
Never w.as 1 ncqtiainted with a man for whose melancholy 
fate I felt rnon? real concern than poor Itagot’.s. 

Mr. I’lumer'fl neighbours about Choultrj' Plain were all 
agrt'cable men, so (hat time .^lipped rapidly away. We also 
oft<<n went to the red hills, distant fourteen miles from 
Madr.is, whore Mr. Pluincr had a comfortable house upon 
the border of a noble lake on which ho had a Failing botit. 
His table was there plentifully supplied with game of most 
delicious flavour. 

The first night I slept at this house I was awaked by 
Fomothing, as I imagined, running over the bed, whicli 
alarmed me a good deal from an apprehension of tigers, 
jackals, snakes, and other noxious and ferocious animals 
and reptiles. After remaining more than an hour under 
considerable anxiety, T dropped asleep, from which I was 
again disturbed by I know not what. Instantly starting 
up I felt happy at finding light appearing. Having com- 
pletely opened the window’s, I saw’ not loss than a dozen 
prodigious Bandocoot rats performing their antics about 
the room. Upon taking off a silk net I ahvays w'orc over my 
hair when in bed, I found several holes gnawed by these 
animals, attracted by the powder and pomatum, of which, 
according to the then fashion, I w’orc a large quantity. 
Upon mentioning the circumstance at breakfast, I w’os told 
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“ Why the hell devil can’t you stay on your own deck, which 
is a damned deal better than Madras sand. I only wish my 
ours’t duty did not keep me dancing attendance after my 
commanding o£Scer, the Admiral. If he was not in the way 
of my will, blast me if ever my foot touched the land, for 
I never am more betterer, nor weller, than when on board 
my own ship ! ” 

This stupid old tarpaulin possessed no merit in his profes- 
sion, being universally pronounced altogether unfit to com- 
mand a British ship- of war. Nevertheless, to hear him 
speak of himself one would suppose him a Hawke or a Bos- 
cawen. Joe Revell pretended to extol his exertions upon 
all occasions, especially during the siege of Pondicherry. 
“There, Admiral,” said he, “you convinced the enemy 
what a knowing cock they h'ad to deal with ; you tickled 
them up nicely. In what a style you handled the Mauritius 
lads upon their vain attempt to throw supplies into Pondi- 
cherry. Why, they had no more chance with you than a 
cat in hell without claws.” “ Aye, aye, young chap,” re- 
plied Marlow. “ For sartin I did make them know their 
Lord God from John Bell. I showed them they had no 
child’s play to expect, having got the wrong sow by the 
ear.” After working him up to the full bent of his absurdity, 
Joe went on thus, “ WeU, Admiral, now pray inform us how 
many prizes you took whilst la;^g off Pondicherry.” 
“ Prizes,” repeated Marlow, “ why, damme, they knew me 
too well to come in my way.” “I always understood,” 
continued Revell, “ that not a single ship appeared of the 
enemy’s.” “ How the dickens then was I to take them ? ” 
said Marlow. 

During my stay at Madras I met with no less than six 
old London acquaintances, every one of whom had been 
ruined* by boundless extravagance which compelled them 
to abandon their native shore. The first was O’Hara, a 
schoolfellow at Westminster. His father, who was an 
Admiral, purchased a commission in the Guards for him when 
only seventeen years of age. Upon entering that fashion- 
able corps he began his career, frequently involving himself 
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deeply in debt. His father conid no longer afiord to extri- 
cate him and rras driven to the necessity of sending him 
abroad as a cadet in the East India Company’s service, then 
the last resource of ruined profligates. At the time I thus 
met him he had been several years in India, having risen to 
the rank of Captain. He died at Madras some years after. 

The tTco next rrere, Tomkins and Lee, both also thehto- 
fore of the Guards. The former "vras son to the surgeon 
of that name in Coventry Street. The latter, Lee, had 
squandered avay a fine fortune which he inherited from 
his father and an uncle. He had been distinguished in 
town by the name of “ Handsome Lee.” Both of them also 
fell sacrifices to the climate of India. The next was Byde, 
usually called ” Bouquet Byde,” from his constantly wearing 
a large nosegay. I never heard what was his ultimate fate. 
The next was Williams, a Captain in Elliot or Buigoyne’s 
regiment of Light Dragoons, who exchanged into the other 
Burgoyne’s, went with the regiment to Madras, and thus 
cheated his creditors in England. He was killed in one of the 
battles fought in Mr^ore. 

The last was Darby, a true fox-hunter, who when quite a 
boy came into the possession of a clear five thousand pounds 
per annum, which he contrived to dissipate before he reached 
Sve-and-twenty. He was a good-natured, simple fellow, 
whom everyone plundered and everyone laughed at. A 
grievous accident happened to this young man shortly after 
his arrival at Fort St. George, owing to the inconsiderate 
conduct of a sportsman named White, the proprietor of 
several fine hoi'scs. Darby having dined with him, they in 
the evening went to view his stud, when Darby greatly 
admired a beautiful horse, which he walked towards, 
asking if he might go up to him. “ Oh yes,” said Wliite, 
** pat his neck.” Darby did so, the animal permitting it 
to the utter surprize of liis master and servants, who knew 
that he mvariably began to kick and plunge if a white 
person was withi.n several yards of him. Ti'hite always had 
him blindfolded before he attempted to mount, and even 
then did so with infinite diSicuIty. 
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Wliilst l^Ir. Wliito was csprcssing his surprize at what he 
saw, the treacherous boast suddenly put down his head, 
seizing poor Darby by the fleshy part of his thigh on the 
inside, and, os if conscious of having effected his object, he 
instantly broke from his keeper, galloping away at full 
speed with Darby hanging from his teeth, and every now 
and then violently shaking him, the blood pouring in streams 
from the victim. The gentlemen and others present, shocked 
at the scene, did aU in their power to release the sufferer, 
but many minutes elapsed ere they succeeded, and even 
then it was only done by one of the servants knocking the 
horse down with a heavy bamboo. Darby was taken up 
senseless, miserably tom and lacerated, conveyed to bed 
and there remained for sis months. A cure was, however, 
made which was deemed a wonderful thing. Darby died 
of a fever long subsequent to his recovery from the accident 
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T Hk months of Jnne and Julj having elapsed vrithont 
anv tidings of the S'/uibcmpion. people began to he 
apprehensive for her safetv. Early in Angnst the A'c.siou'a 
foremast being fished and made as complete as possible, 
TTzs sent gS and again pnt in its proper place. Sir Thomas 
Rtanbold told me he every veek. expected a large fleet from 
Etmope under Sir Ed^rard Hughes, and that if they arrived 
in time ve shonid have Sir Ed*vard Temon in the Btppon 


to convoy ns. 

On the 6th Capt^ Gore invited me to dinner to meet 
my fellovr-passsngers that —ere to be. I accordingly •?vent 
and foimd Mr. George Smith, his vrife, and three lovely 
children, vrho ~ere to ocenpy the round-house, and Colonel 
Flint and his "^rde — as -tvorthy a pair as ever lived- These, 
Tvith the sagacious Bentley and our ship’s oSceis, then on 
shore, mads the partv. 

Eveiy day noTv increased the alarm about the Southamp- 
tor.. Accounts arrived of the French naval commandant. 


Txou JoL': 
sailed for 
vaited to 




e, having fiith his squadron left the bay and 
the Uauritins, Tvhere it —as said another oScer 
relieve him. All hopes of ever seeing the Souih- 
:re over —hen, early in the morning of the 20th of 
large ship —as seen to the north— ard Trorking up 


along shore. 



reads, Capt 
and mvnelf 


From her appearance hopes "vrere entertained 
t be the long mven-up ship, ard so it proved. 
;oon the ScrAr.oTr.p.or, came to ar anchor in the 
ain Lenox landed immediately. Captain Gore 
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FRENCH OFFICERS ON PAROLE 

arrival. Ho appeared much surprized when told the Nassau 
had been ten weeks at Madras. Captain Gore, asking him 
where he could have been for so long a period, he replied in 
his broad Scotch dialect, “ Hoot awa, maun, do not ausk me, 
ausk that de’il’s cheeld, Chareley, who, with aw his coorsed 
loonor oobservations and his daumned roond-aboot vagaries, 
baas keept oos at sea saxteen weeks fra the peelot.” 

The Chareley alluded to was his nephew and chief mate, 
who although an enthusiastio advocate for the then new 
mode of working the longitude from lunar observations was 
not sufficiently experienced in it to avoid mistakes, the ill- 
consequences of which they had experienced. 

The day after the Southampton arrived. Captains Gk>re 
and Lenox each received an official letter from the Secretary 
to inform them they must respectively receive on hoard 
their ships eleven French officers and seventy private 
soldiers of the garrison of Pondicherry, and convey them to 
England, pursuant to an article of the capitulation ; and 
that the officers being upon parole were to be treated with 
respect and considered merely as passengers. I happened to 
be with Captain Gore when he received this document, and 
never beheld a man in a greater rage than he was. He swore 
he would not take a man of them, desiring his purser to 
answer the Government letter to that effect. The steady 
Darling, however, knew better than to do so. 

I had now reason to rejoice that I had fixed myself in 
the cuddy, thereby avoi^g such a monstrous addition 
to the residents between decks. In vain did Captain Gore 
exert all his interest to get the order revoked. Sir Thomas 
Rumhold telling him they must get rid of the French without 
losing a day, hut that a liberal allow^ce would be made 
for taking them. Captain Gore, feeling himself without 
remedy, had a part of the steerage partitioned off with 
canvas for the use of the French officers. 

The 11th of October being the day fixed for all ships to 
leave the Roads, from which to the 11th of December 
instances ceased along the coast of Coromandel from Point 
Palmiras to Cape Comorin, the fiagstaff of Madras was 
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struck, and I became somerrhat tmeasj lest bad ■vreatber 
should begin. There •were, besides the two very rich Bengal 
ships, near twenty sail of valuable merchantmen in the 
Roads, and the whole British squadron of Sir Edward 
Vernon. Fortunately, it continued mild and fine. 

The Governor was very anxious to have convoy for the 
ya-ssau and SouihamjAon, fearing the French would make 
cSort-s in every way to intercept them, but as they were 
detained at a high demurrage he was also desirous they 
should depart as speedily as possible. He therefore resolved 
to wait no longer than the 30th, when if Sir Edward Hughes 
should not arrive he would dispatch the two ships to Trin- 
comalee with the men-of-war, there to stay during the month 
of Xovember, and in case Sir Edward Hughes did not arrive 
by that time we were to sail at all risks irithout convoy. 

On the 29th of October the French cfficeis and privates 
embarkc-d, when a new source of vexation arose to Captain 
Gore from one of the oSceis having a wife, for whom no 
provision had been made. Colonel Flint bad half the great 
cabin and Captain Bentley the remainder, except a common 
passage taken o£ to the quarter gallery, a comer of which 
passage Captain Gore was obliged to partition off for the 
lady to sleep in. It was so small that there was literally 
room only for the cot and herself to stand in, 

In the morning of the 30th I embarked. I found Captain 
Gore in a violent rage from the quarter-deck being covered 
and the passage blocked up by trunlis, chests, bandboxes, 
and packages of every description, belonging to Mrs, Smith, 
who he swore had sent on board one hundred and iwenly 
different parcels, and to increase his perplexity the French 
officers had made a formal complaint that they had no place 
to sleep in. To a man naturally irritable this acoumulatfon 
of untoward circumstances was a severe trial. Perceiving 
how much he was annoyed, I strove to console him, though 
rather unsuccessfully, for he continued to curse and swear 
cutragecusly at the unreasonable and shameful quantity of 
baggage with which the Smiths had encumbered the ship, 
declaring that in case bad weather came on, which might 
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be expected every hour, the whole must and would bo 
thrown overboard. 

In the midst- of the bustle Mr. Smith and his family came 
alongside in the Government boat, Cajitain Goro instantly 
attacking poor Mr. Smith v.'ith uncommon vehemence, for 
whom I felt, great compassion, the poor man being already 
sufficiently tornicutod in attending to the complaints of his 
wife and children. Jlrs. Smith was quite ns furious ns Cap- 
tain Gore, whom she honoured with ..the cjiithcts of brute, 
sea monster, and Favngo, vowing she would not stay on 
board the Nassau. “ As to 3’ou, George,” said she, turning 
to her husband, " 3-ou ma3’ do as you please, stay or-go I 
care not, but for m3'&clf, proceed in this abominable pigsty 
I will not.” 

Mrs. Smith’s intemperate behaviour quite silenced Cap- 
. tain Gore, and Mr. Larkins just then coming forward and 
endeavouring to pacif3' the lady', succeeded. Good humour 
was restored, and Larldns engaged that in a couple of hours 
cvciy'thing should bo completely' arranged to her perfect 
satisfaction. I remained in the round-house, assisting 
Mr. Smith in fixing and arranging liis baggage. \Vlulst so 
cmploy’od Captain Marlow entered, who seeing us so hard 
at work, directly ordered up his boat’s crew, a fine active 
set of fellows, who soon elected and lashed everything in a 
capital styde. 

Captain Gore spoke not a word of French, nor did one of 
the passengers except myself. He therefore requested me 
to tell the officers they must excuse for a fow days the con- 
fused state of the ship, after which evory'thing should be 
arranged for their comfort and convenience. No men could 
behave better than they did, all of them expressing their 
readiness to submit to sleep upon their chests, or on the 
deck until the ship was put to rights. They were remark- 
ably quiet and good-humoured. Two of them. Colonel 
Russcllc and Major St. Faullo, spoke a little English. 

At two in the afternoon Colonel and Mrs. Flint came on 
board ; at five the Admiral made the signal to unmoor by 
loosing his fore-topsail and firing a gun. Towards sunset 
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the horizon became exceedingly blach, and there •were 
strong indications of an approaching gale from the north- 
east. It fell dead calm, Tvhich Tras considered as a bad 
EjTnptom. Of course vro could not stir. At nine at night 
a torrent of rain poured dovm, vrhich continued the greater 
part of the night, "when the 'B’cather cleared up. 

At daybreal:, just as I had fallen into a doze, after laying 
avrakc from the moment I vent to bed, I vas roused by the 
discharge of a gun, vhen jumping up and looking out I had 
the pleasure to sec a beautiful morning vith a pleasant 
breeze from the northvard, and the fleet getting under vay. 
At sunrise the fort saluted the Admiral, vhich his ship re- 
turned. We made sail, soon losing sight of 3Iadras, and had 
a capital run that day. 

On the 2nd of November ve entered Trincomalee, one of 
the most capacious and best harbours in the vorld, then 
belon^g to Holland. The face of the country in every 
direction was beautifully rom“ntic; the houses, vrith the 
exception of tvo or three, execrable. Joe Eevell being 
greatly attached to the Smith family, accompanied them 
to spend the time ve vere to pass at Ceylon in their society, 
and a prodigious acquisition he vas from his uncommon 
flow of spirits and convivial qualities. As he spoke German 
fluently he was of material use in procuring many things 
for T13 we otherwise should not have had. Through his 
interference a miserable residence was obtained for 
Ur. Smith on shore, also a room for mo in the fort, but so 
dreadfully hot was I and so tormented by mosquitoes in 
it that I only tried it for one night, after which I always 
went on hoard the Nassau to sleep. 

The day but one after that on which wc anchored at 
Trincomalee, the monsoon shifted, with a severe gale of 
wind, incessant heavy rain for six-and-thirty hours, and 
tremendous thunder and lightning. I remained the whole 
time on board, and had reason to rejoice at being so well 
sheltered, for upon landing when the weather cleared up, 
I found the Smiths, with Colonel and Mrs. Flint, to whom 
they had ^ven a room, in woeful plight, their apartments 
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being deluged, (he rnin pouring in through nporturcs in- 
numernblc, bo that they hnd not n diy' spot in tlio Ijoubo, 
nor n single change of clothes (o put on, all being completely 
soaked. During two enliro nights they had boon obliged 
to sit up, tho children hanng thereb}’ all got sovero colds. 
Tills grievance being forgot, we amused ourselves by ilsliing, 
bunting guanas, and making short excursions on the borders 
of most beautiful groves, also rowing about various inlets 
and small ba^'s where w*o found innumerable guanas, an 
animal of the lixard kind, but very much larger. They 
make a rich soup ; many people think even superior to 
turtle. Tho Dutch cat the flesh too, but that I never could 
bring myself to do. We got plenty of mid hog with wliich 
tho island abounds : a high-flavoured, dolioious meat. 

The frequent heavy showers of rain that fell mode it 
very dLsagrccablo, especially to tho French ofBccrs and 
soldiers shut up between decks in a confined, close part of 
the ship, tho heat oppressive, and wholly debarring them 
from all exercise. Day after day passed mthout bringing 
any intelligence respecting Sir Edward Hughes, which made 
Captain Gore miserable from his dread that if wo woro 
obliged to sail without convoy tho Fronchmon who doubled 
our number would murder us all and run away ’with tho 
ship to Franco. This idea struck rao as being as imjust 
as it was illiberal. The officers were elegant gontlomon, and 
I firmly believe men of tho strictest honour, tho privates 
orderly, quiet, and well behaved os could bo, besides which 
they woro not going to Eiiropo os prisoners, but were by an 
article of the capitulation to bo sent to England on parole, 
to bo treated tho same as any other passengers during tho 
voyage, and on the ship’s arrival at homo to be dispatohed 
for France at the expcnco of Government. Captain Gore, 
however, was of a very different opinion to me, nor did 
he seem disposed to change it, always appearing uneasy at 
seeing tho officers walking tho deck in thoir uniforms and 
Bwor^, which they daily did. To such a length did Gore 
cany his fears that it camo to the knowledge of the French 
officers, who thereupon sent for me to their berths to ex- 
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press their surprise and mortification at Captain Gore’s 
doing them such injustice by suspecting them of conduct- 
derogatora- to their characters as officers and gentlemen. 
I could only endeavour to console them by assuring them 
the idea v>*as confined to the Captain alone, and advising 
them to take no notice vhatcver of it, by vrhich I Tras 
convinced his ridiculous fears vould subside. They Trith 
the utmost good nature promised to follovr my advice. 

On the ICth of the month (November) Captain Bentley 
wTC-to me a note requesting to have a minute’s conversa- 
tion, and wishing to consult me upon a matter of the utmost 
importance to himself. I therefore went instantly to his 
cabin, where I found him walking up and down in a state 
of the utmost agitation. Enquiring what occasioned this, 
he in a tremulous voice said he was so unhappy he could 
neither eat, drink, nor sleep; that all he possessed in the 
world was in that ship at his own risk ; that Captain Gore 
had told him he apprehended the Frenchmen on board 
would seire the ship as soon as we got to sea, besides which 
we certainly must fall in with the French Scot, and be cried 
bitterly. I assured him there was not the ler.st apprehen- 
sion of any improper conduct in the French that were 
with us : that as to meeting their cruisers that risk was un- 
avoidable, but even should we do so I did not suppose they 
would touch Ills private property. In an agony he replied, 
“ Oh yes, they irill, they surely will.” 

Bentk-y then told me he had thoughts of going to Colombo, 
and trying to get a passage from thence to Europe in a Dutch 
ship. Finding I made no answer, he asked if I approved of 
hLs plan, to wliich I said, ” Certainly not, so far from it that 
I consider it the wildest, the most extraordinary and im- 
prudent that ever entered the mind of man ; you clearly 
have been highly incautious by omitting to insure your 
property, but I think that instead of lessening you will 
greatly increase the risk by leaving the iVess-au to go in search 
of a Dutch ship.” 

Bentley returned me his grateful thanks for my opinion, 
appearing perfectly satisfied of the reasonableness of what 
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I offered, yet Ms natural weakness and indecision soon set 
Mm wavering again. He consMted Captain Gore upon the 
same subject, who abruptly stopped Mm, swearing ho must 
be either raving mad or the damnedst idiot in existence, 
desiring he would leave the cabin. 

The silly man next spoke to the Dutch Governor, when 
Mynheer, like a wily Hollander, perceived he might turn 
the foolish Englishman’s fears to his own advantage. Ho 
therefore encouraged Mm in liis scheme, declaring it to he 
the only safe way of getting Mmself and property from 
India, and by adopting it he would show alike Ms prudence 
and good sense. He further observed to Bentley how 
fortunate it was he had spoken to him, as he had a very 
fine vessel with a most valuable cargo just ready to depart 
for Colombo, in wMch he and his baggage might have a 
conveyance ; that he would also furnish Mm with letters 
of recommendation to a friend of his Mgh in office at 
Colombo, who would in consequence thereof obtain a passage 
for him to Em'ope in one of their Indiamen, the finest sMps 
in the world. 

The credulous blockhead, delighted at this representa- 
tion, forthwith went again to Captain Gore to demand an 
order to the commanding officer on board the Nassau to 
deliver up everything belonging to Mm (Bentley), where- 
upon Captain Gore, with his usual impetuosity, exclaimed, 
“ Damn me, if you ought not to be shut up in Bedlam. 
However, I give you notice once for all, if you put your 
wild plan into execution of leaving my sMp, by God, you 
never set foot in her more, nor would every chest of 
yom rupees induce me to receive you again, so consider ere 
you damn yourself past redemption.” To this imcouth 
though good- advice, Bentley replied that all he required 
was the order, wMch Captain Gore immediately wrote and 
gave him, at the same time sending to Mr. Larkins to desire 
that the very moment Captain Bentley with his property 
quitted the ship he would have the bulkhead of his cabin 
knocked dorni, and on no pretence whatever suffer Bentley 
to come on board any more. The apartment he had occu- 



210 


JEEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


pied being thus tbro'WTi open made a spacious and airy 
room, of which possession was given to the French officers 
who were delighted therewlth. 

The day after this had occurred Captain Bentley paid 
a visit to Colonel and Mrs. Flint, where Captain Lenox 
happened to be, and who directly attacked him, saying, 
“ What the de’il ha’ ye been aboot, mon ? I’m tould ye ha’ 
put aw your pelf into the haunds of a rascally Dootchman. 
Hoot, mon, do’il tak the baubec ye’ll e’er see of it maire. 
Gin they once gat ye fairly into their clootehecs they’ll cut 
your wem, tak your pelf, and thraw your carcase into the 
oceean ; that’s what they’U do, you may depand upon it. 
Ye ha’ made a varry bad haund o’ it indeed, Maister Bentley, 
and moreover, Maister Bentley, do ye na ken that the 
dc’fl a Europe shap ha’ they at Coloombo, nor wal ha’ for 
sax months to come.” Tliis ungracious speech set Bentley 
all agog again, nor was he rendered a bit less uncomfortable 
when upon enquiry he found what Captain Lenox had said 
relative to there being no Europe ship at Colombo was too 
true. He therefore concluded the rest of his assertions 
would bo equally verified. 

Taking alarm, Bentley suddenly became as anxious to 
regain possession of his rupees, which he had delivered to 
the Dutchman, as he had been to get them out of the 
Nassau. Whilst that was in agitation away ho posted to 
Captain Gore, sajmg that upon more mature consideration 
he had determined to remain in the Nassau. This was 
abruptly, coarsely, and peremptorily refused by Captain 
Gore again swearing violently no consideration upon earth 
should induce him to receive him. Finding all he could 
say of no avail, Bentley next called upon Captain Lenox, 
to whom he complained bitterly of Captain Gore’s un- 
generous treatment, observing he was sure he (Captain 
Lenox) would have acted very differently, finishing his 
remarks by asking Captain Lenox to give him a passage 
lathe Southampton. “ Why, as to giving a passage, Maister 
Bentley, I believe we ha’ plenty of room, but these are 
matters I durma attend to. Gang awa to my purser, who 
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wll tal yc wimi n cabin ye may have, and at what prccs." 
In short, notwithstanding all Bcnt1c3''u eloquence, ho could 
not succeed with Sa\n»cy a bit bolter than with Captain 
Gore. 

Bentley then applied to rao t-o exert my influence •with 
Captain Gore to induce him to mccivo him again, to w’hich 
I observed there was no place, his former situation being 
given to the French officers. He eagerly said lie did not 
want a cabin, onl^' sufficient space to hang his cot up, in 
the steerage, or anywhere. As I could not help feeling for 
the unhappy man, I did speak to Captain Gore, who Hew 
into a dreadful rage, asking what the devil 1 could mean 
by wisliing the ship again to bo annoj'cd by so insufferable 
a madman, and positively refusing my petition. 

Bentley had nothing loft for it but complying mth the 
demands of Captain Lenox’s piirser, and actually con* 
•Ecnted to pay six thousand sicca rupees for a part of the 
great cabin, nor did his miseries end there. The Dutch 
chief told him his treasure being shipped and entered in the 
bill of lading could not bo relanded except at Colombo. 
This drove Bentley wild ; ho threatened that ho would 
complain to the British Admiral, at wliicli Mynheer laughed, 
drily saying ho would tty to got the money out of the 
vessel, though his skipper assured him it could not bo done. 

Bentley, kept in a state of feverish anxiety for several 
days, was at lost told his money would bo restored upon 
his consenting to pay half freight and the port charges, 
amounting altogether to six hundred and fifty dollars, 
which, finding himself without remedy, ho submitted to, 
thus dearly paying for his wavering disposition. 

Being upon the subjeot of poor Bentley, I had better 
finish Ills liistory. Upon lus arrival in England, he either 
really was, or affected to bo, disgusted 'with the manners 
of the metropolis, 'with the olimato, and every circumstance 
of the (iountry, and resolved to return to the more con- 
genial plains of Hindustan. He therefore engaged a passage 
on board the Hinchivbrook, Captain Maxwell, one of the 
ficet that sailed under convoy of Commodore Johnston, 
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who had the famous rencontre with the French Admiral 
Suffren at the island of St. Jngo, in which short but violent 
contest the llincMnhrooh being one of the oulennost ships 
w’aa roughly handled by the enemy, Bentley, not liking the 
appearance of thing.s, in an early stage of tlie bu-sbicss dis- 
appeared, nor was it Imowi what had become of him until 
one of the ladies sent into the brcad-room as a place of 
safety suddenly c.xclaimed, “ My God ! here is a man 
laying at my feet.” The unhapi>y wight being dragged 
forth proved to be Bentley. Upon the French fleet’s re- 
tiring and the ladies being released, this circumstance was 
publicly talked of, in consequence of which Bentley tvas 
sent to Coventry, Captain Maxwell making no secret of his 
intentions to bring him to a court martial for cowardice. 
It was supposed that this preyed upon Bentley’s mind ; 
he pined and, without any positive mnlad}’’, died just as the 
ship reached Bengal. 

No hopes remaining of Sir Edward Hughes’s arrival, 
Sir Edward Vernon gave orders for the departure of the two 
ships, and on the 30th of November wo sailed with moderate 
and pleasant weather. Scarce had we cleared the land ore 
symptoms of that horrible disease, the scurvy, made its 
appearance, a circumstance that increased Captain Gorc’s 
fears respecting the Frenchmen. The fourth day after wo 
loft Ceylon he told me he must take the French officers’ 
side-arms from them for the safety of the ship ; that ho 
intended .therefore civillj' to ask them to deliver the same 
into his custody until they reached England, when ho would 
restore them. I without hesitation gave it as my decided 
opinion ho would be very ■wrong to require such a sacrifice. 
Colonel Flint and Mr. Smith coinciding •aith mo, tolling 
Captain Gore nothing could justify an act of that sort. His 
fears, however, predominated, and he scut Mr. Darling, his 
purser, with a message to the Frenoh officers request- 
ing thej' would deliver up their swords and fire-arms 
to remain in his custody during the voj'agc. After 
a strong remonstrance against such a requisition, the 
officers who had appeared upon deck to express their 
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vory pro'-. ftnly j>pr ont' d In-. Mviir<l to Colonel Flint, en* 
tn atiof.’ lio ^volll(l roinpre -tonnte his nctite feelings nntl 
retain the {.’ift <»f t\ n'Vencl paanit until the ungenerous 
pu';j>irior. ' c'f Captain (lore wn.* done nwjiy nntl he thcrohy 
he entitled to deniatjtl the re.'toration of it. Colonel Flint 
noeejit/'d the iwortl in n ttenl and appropriate speech, 
lainentintr the inistahen caution of Captain Gort: n'cjuiring 
such a snrrifiei' of feelings, assuring the French onicers that 
not only hitnetdf hut every English p;e-senger on hoard 
the !\uff(tv entertained (he highest- respect for them. 
Caj)tnin Gort' felt n-shatnctl of his su.spiciona, j'ct had not 
candour enough to ndinit that Ito did so. 

After hrdng at sea three weeks many of the. crew were 
CO seriously attacked hy the scurvj’ ns to ho rendered in- 
capable of doing duty, our disfres.s being magnified by the 
weather becoming vci^’ hoi.sterous off the south end of 
Mndagn-scar. ^^’e, however, proceeded until the 15th of 
iTnnuaiy, at which time lieing in the latitude of thirty-nine 
and a half south in order to avoid (ho enemy’s ships, a 
Ircmondons gale came on from the west-north-west, ns 
adverse a wind as could blow. Tlie ship was laid to under 
a hnlnncc mizen, tumbling about dreadfully. In three days 
wo lost six of the hands from the scurvy, nil of whom died 
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suddenly, three of them dropping to rise no more whilst at 
the helm. Within the following twelve days our loss 
amounted to thirty-three, when we began really and truly 
to think we never should reach St. Helena or any port. 

Captain Gore, terrified beyond measure at the forlorn 
state wc were in, carried his weakness so far that at last 
he would not receive the sick list from the Doctor, also 
forbidding any tolling of the bell, as was customary, previous 
to performing the funeral service upon a corpse being com- 
mitted to the deep. He shut himself up in his cabin, from 
which he never stirred except to attend at meals. 

In the height of the bad weather, it becoming necessary 
to hand the fore-topsail (then close-reefed), the few men 
we had were so reduced and debilitated by illness that they 
remained two hours upon the yard in fruitless exertions 
and endeavours to do the duty they had been sent upon. 
This so enraged Jerry Griffin, the boatswain, that after a 
volley of the most blasphemous oaths, he dropped upon his 
knees, raising his han^ as if in on act of devotion, and 
prayed to the Almighty that there might not be enough left 
living in the ship to biuj' the dead. Soon after uttering this 
impious and horrid wish, he observed the poor creatures 
upon the yard were likely to succeed in furling the sail. 
He in the instant clapped Ms hands, exultingly crying out 
to the men aloft, “ That’s right, that’s right. Well done, 
messmates, well done, my lads.” 

The following morning Colonel Flint was talking to on 
invalid soldier whom he had often seen when serving with 
the army. As this man appeared to be free from scurvy, the 
Colonel congratulated liim upon preserving his health 
amidst such general and fatal disease, asking if he had used 
any particular means to avoid infection, when the fellow 
bluntly replied, “ Grog, your honour, grog is your only. 
I’ll be damned if scurvy or any other malady ever hurts me 
while I have plenty of grog, which possesses more virtues 
than all the contents of the Doctor’s medicine chest.” 
During the conversation we were summoned to dinner, and 
accordingly went into the cuddy where we were scarcely 
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rrc- {Ijr- I)(*rt<>r v.i.'' r.-vllrd nut, liut fv* thnt occurred 
driily tinthiuc hy ftuv prr-'-nt. In n few minufc.M 

he n’.urr.fti, {.ntj tn nur jnex|,rr".it*!r rurj^rirc nnd horror, 
ftusu’unri^i thr.t the nmn -ivhom Cnhuvl Tlint lind just heforo 
he-n t.^!l:in.c wjth u,\s dead! A »hocJ;ing exit flii?. 



CHAPTER XVII 


A SECOND TIME AT CATE TOWN 

rjnHE great injuntico Captain Gore had done our French 
JL officers and privates was now made manifest by their 
voluntarily coming forward and offering their assistance in 
working tlio ship, whioli from that hoiir they did with the 
utmost zeal, a few amongst them who had been seamen 
proving of the greatest use, and there Is not a doubt but wo 
owed our preservation entirely to them. Our companion, 
the Southampton, could give us no aid, the crow being all 
affected by scurvj', though not of so fatal and disastrous a 
kind as ours. Smith (the surgeon) was grievously distressed 
at seeing the ravages made by tho cruel distemper without 
having it in his power to prevent or alleviate tho misfortune 
though lie made various experiments for that purpose. 
Wine, sugar, spnieo, and every other antiscorbutic pro- 
curable wore abundantly supplied, without material benofft. 
Tho three fimt men that died Smith opened, hoping to gain 
Bomo information from tho state of certain parts of tho 
inside, but ho was disappointed, all tho vital parts ap- 
pearing sound and healthy. 

Mr. Greer, our chief mate, pursued his usual practice, 
being shut up in his cabin five days out of every six, and 
when ho did show himself upondeek he was generally drunk. 
This produced many unpleasant altercations between him 
and Captain Gore, tho latter always losing bis temper, 
when he abused Greer as a brute and everything base. 
This abuse Greer returned threefold ; the end generally was 
Gore’s ordering him off tho deck, I once heard Captain 
Gore say to him upon the quarter-deck, “ You are a drunken 
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good-for-nothing vagabond. Go to your cabin or by God 
I’ll order you into irons,” to which Greer replied, “ You 
dare as well bo damned, j'ou scoundrel. Suppose I am 
drunk, what then ? Drunk or sober I know my duty, and 
can do it liko a seaman, which I’ll bo damned if you are 
capable of.” Captain Gore, mad with passion, ran into his 
cabin for a sword, and I have no doubt would in his rage 
have put Greer to death, but during his absence the boat- 
swain had taken Greer up in his arms and by main force 
carried him down to his cabin. 

My daily business was endeavouring to console Mrs. Smith 
and Mrs. Flint diuring the bad weather, dividing the morn- 
ing between them. One day when the motion of the 
ship was extremely violent I wont into the round-house to 
Mrs. Smith. I had taken her eldest child, George, upon 
my knee as I sat upon the deck, having just advised her to 
let the rest also come by mo, as being safer than where they 
then were, when a sea broke over the ship that for a time 
quite overwhelmed her. Down she went upon her beam 
ends. The shock was so violent and sudden everything 
yielded to it. Mrs. Smith, who was sitting on her bed with 
a child on each side, came, cot and all, bodily over to lee- 
ward, as did chests, tnmks, and every article in the cabin. 
How George and myself escaped being maimed, if not killed, 
was marvellous. Although for some moments I actually 
thought the ship had upset, I could not help smiling at the 
scene that presented itself, the female servants floundering 
about in all positions, Mrs. Smith screeching to them to 
cover their nakedness, whilst she herself was employed in 
gathering up curls, toupees, , and various articles of her 
toilette she would not upon any consideration have ex- 
hibited to profane eyes. 

Mr. Smith had just come in from deck, and was com- 
forting his family by teUing them the ofScers thought the 
fury of the gale was spent, when the shqj took the desperate 
heel I have above mentioned. He was then standing by 
the side of his ^vife’s cot, when the violence of the jerk 
made him lose his hold. Finding himself going bodily to 
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leeward, and being apprehensive of falling upon the chil- 
dren, he by an extraordinary exertion stopped himself 
by laying hold of a cot-hook fixed in one of the beams, but 
in so doing swung round \nth such force as to put his 
shoulder out of joint. The pain attending it was so acute 
as to occasion his fainting. His namesake, instantly at- 
tending, put the arm into its place again before he recovered. 
These united accidents were the more distressing and serious 
from Mrs. Smith’s being in hourly expectation of laying in. 
Apprehensions were therefore entertained that the conse- 
quences might be fatal to her. Happily’, however, no evil 
attended. 

A fine active lad about eighteen years of age, a midship- 
man, whose name was Smith, was amongst the earliest of 
those attacked by the scurvy. Being blessed with fine 
spirits and an uncommon share of fortitude he resisted the 
fatal malady in an extraordinary manner, declaring he 
would not yield, but would do his duty as long as he could 
stand. He kept his resolution nor left the deck until he 
dropped, as was supposed, dead. Being conveyed to his 
cot and medicine being administered, he rallied, though not 
sufficiently to be able to go upon deck again. We all felt 
extremely interested in this young man. The Doctor’s atten- 
tions, too, were unremitting. One symptom of the disorder 
was an extraordinary listlessness and disinclination to move. 
Being urged -to exert himself, he repeatedly jumped out of 
his cot, but had not strength enough to support himself 
and generally fainted. Every comfort the ship afforded was 
given to him. 

We had now only sixteen men who could do any duty of 
the ship’s crew. Sir. Larkins therefore considered it Mgh 
time to take some decisive step, and having spoken to 
Captain Gore privately without effect, he after dinner on 
the 30th of January addressed him before us all, described 
the desperate state the ship was reduced to, being worked 
entirely by the French, no ofiiccr but himself and the fifth 
able to appear upon deck, the fresh provisions entirely ex- 
hausted, and only water for three weeks left ; that tmder 
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such circumstances they ought to make for tho nearest 
port at all risks. 

Captain Gore, terrified at Larkins’s speech, asked what 
ho would advise, when Larldns instantly replied, “ Make 
for tho Cape as fast as possible.” Captain Gore then directed 
him to speak tho Southampton and say our situation having 
become desperate we must run for a port. Going as close 
as tho sea would allow to our companion, the communication 
was made, when Captain Lenox said he thought it absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of both ships that we should 
go into tho Cape. Wo accordingly stood direct for the land. 
The moment tliis measure was determined on, wo went to 
inform tho poor invalid Smith, who lay gasping in his cot, 
his death being expected every hour. He seemed much 
gratified by the intelligence, observing in a languid tone 
that could he hold out to get a mouthful of fruit ho was 
sure ho should survive. 

Tho 1st of February, 1780, wo struck soundings upon the 
bank off Cape LaguUas, early the next morning saw the 
land, and as it was then blowing very strong direct on shore 
the two Commanders determined to make for False Bay 
instead of rounding the Cape, as tho most likely way to 
avoid any French cruisers. Wo accordingly (certainly at 
considerable risk) went close in under tho land, running 
along shore until four in the afternoon of tho 2nd, at which 
hour we opened False Bay, stood directly in, and at six 
both ships came to an anchor. Our invalid. Smith, after 
we made the land, enquired every quarter of an hour with 
extreme earnestness when we should get in. About noon of 
the 2nd he gave up all hopes, lay in the most melancholy 
state, uttering nothing but, “ Oh, fruit, fruit, or I die.” 
Soon after we anchored, a boat from the shore brought off 
a variety of fruits, vegetables, and refreshments. Every- 
body ran with tho utmost anxiety to Smith’s cot with fruit 
of all sorts. The Doctor held a bunch of grapes to him, which 
the poor fellow (then speechless and entirely exhausted) by 
an effort raised to his Ups, and with a deep groan expired ! 
His death was sincerely lamented by all on board. 
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Upon our arrival 2ilr. Smith proposed a subscription for 
the French privates, to vrhosc exertions and indefatigable 
labours vre were indebted for our lives. Ho set the example 
by giving one hundred guineas, Colonel Flint a like sum, to 
which I joined my mite of twenty guineas. 

The night we got in, and after poor Smith’s death, we all 
went on shore to Mr. Brandt, the Dutch chief, where we 
experienced a pleasing change from what we had undergone 
for many weeks. Instead of a scanty table with scarce any 
fresh provisions, we sat down to most excellent fish, flesh, 
and fowl, followed by a dessert consisting of the fruits of all 
quarters of the world, and, what was still better, light and 
cheerful hearts. !Mr. Brandt told us our escape was most 
fortunate, Slonsieur Trou Jolie with two line-of -battle ships 
and two frigates having been cruising near three weeks 
expressly for our two ships, his squadron being in sight all 
the afternoon while we were also seen crawling close in 
along shore, the French as the evening approached stand- 
ing off to keep plenty of sea room, as they did every night, 
and having no suspicion we should put into False Bay at 
that season. Had- we attempted to go roxmd the Cape we 
must- inevitably have been captured. Luckily, the enemy 
did not see us, nor we them. 

On the 3rd we set off for the Cape Town, where I took up 
my residence at 3Irs. Tanrenen’s, with whom I lodged on 
my way to India in the Seahorse, She had taken another 
husband and was now Mrs. YanCahman. The two eldest 
daughters were become fine young women, esx>ecially the 
senior, an errant coquette, evidently laying herself out to 
catch some wealthy Englishman in the bonds of matrimony, 
to which scheme she in about a year after the time I am 
now speaking of fell a martyr. A man named Hatfield, 
being passenger on board a Danish Indiaman from Bengal, 
stopped at tne Cape. He lodged at VanCahman’s, cut-^g 
an amazing figure, displaying a profusion of shawls and 
rich Eastern stuffs, several of which he presented to the 
handsome Dutch girl. The report- of Hatfield by the Com- 
mander of the ship was that he had amassed a large fortune 
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which ho was roturning homo to onjoy. This account made 
him tho ohjcct of attack. Tho damsel set her cap at him, 
and he, who supposed she would have at least ten thousand 
from her mother, roadUy bit. In short, they were married. 
It proved a mutual take in, the lady not having sixpence 
in the world, Hatfield precisely the same. He was an im* 
pudent, chattering puppy, and hod never been in a higher 
situation of life than purser. 

An explanation took place soon after the wedding, when, 
instead of mutual upbraidings, the couple laughed heartily 
at the double deception, wisely determining to make the 
best of a bad bargain. As they were both remarkably well 
looldng and by no means deficient in mother wit, they con- 
cluded from their joint abilities a livelihood might be gained 
somehow or other. 

The night we landed at the Cape Mrs. Smith was delivered 
of a daughter, two days after which Trou Jolie and his 
squadron put into Table Bay from his unsuccessful cruise, 
his ships being all crippled from the tempestuous weather 
they had encountered. Enraged at finding the two English 
ships had slipped into False Bay, he the morning of his 
arrival summoned the officers of his fieet, when he proposed 
going round in his fiagship, the Brilliant, and cutting them 
from their anchors, insisting that a mere saluting battery, 
which was all there was at False Bay, could not be considered 
as protection against their seizing an enemy. This proposi- 
tion coming immediately to the ears of the Dutch Governor, 
he sent notice to Monsieim Trou Jolie that if such an un- 
justifiable measure was carried into effect he should deem 
it tantamount to a declaration of war, and would act 
accordingly. 

Knowing that the French squadron could not sail until 
repaired, which must occupy some da 3 rB, the Dutch Gover- 
nor put ten eighteen-poimd guns on board a Dutch vessel 
and sent them round to False Bay, where they were mounted, 
an artillery officer and party of men with plenty of ammuni- 
tion being also stationed at them, with orders to resist any 
attempt made by the French to molest the English ships. 



ooo 


^rEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


Tii:-: rv-ell-t:n:ed and >p:rirofl condnrt of the Governor iiad 
the destred effect ; Mr. Trou Jolie did not oarr.* his threat 
mto esecutiorj. The alarm this had occasioned having 
subsided, the French ofneers mixed vrith us all in perfect 
harmony, a fc~ of the chattering coxcombs sometimes 
lamenting their ill-fortune in losing their shares of t~o such 
valuable prizes as our ships vould have proved to them, 
arrogantly affecting to consolo themselves in the certainty 
they felt that they should still take them ere they reached 
Europe. Their Commander stationed a frigate at the mouth 
of the bay to vateb our vessels, and had a ilne-of-battle 
ship made ready to follov us should ve have moved. 

We lived a merrj- life, having dances, concerts, or plays 
every evening, at vhich s number of very fine girls Tvere 
aiurays present. 

Tovards the end of the month (February) seeing no 
chance of the yassou getting avay and having already been 
ten months from Bengal, I became anxious to continue my 
voyage, the committee having requested I vould use the 
greatest possible dispatch. A feet of Dutch Indiamen 
being to sail shortly, I consulted my fclIov»'-passengers as to 
the propriety of my going on in one of them, Trhich they ail 
advised me to do. I therefore applied to the Commodore, 
ifynheer Paardakoper, to ■whom I was introduced by Colonel 
Gordon, respecting a passage. He said he would give me 
an ans-vver in two days, at the end of which time he called 
to tell me I might have his state room, being an excellent 
apartment, for six hundred pounds sterling. The enormity 
of the demand astonished me so much I knew not how to 
act, and in my turn said I must take time to cortsider of 
it. Indeed, I conceived it would be highly improper to 
yield to such imposition, but upon speaking to Z-Iessieurs 
Smith and Flint they were o: opinion that under all the 
circumstances I ought, even upon such exorbitant terms, 
to go as the 2~csscv might not sail for several months. I 
therefore closed -with 3Ir. Paardakopc-r, payine birn tfs price, 
and writing to the committee in Calcutta to inform them 
thereof and the motives that inSuenced me then-ta 
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on f-hon* in liiw harp*. On the way ho ftnve me a hriof 
i-heteh of hi'i life. When quite a hoy hi.M father, nlwaya 
partial tf) Cn'.'it Hritnin, had aent him to Kngland, there 
placing him in an academy, when* ho waa (aught English, 
I'r*"ncli, and vfirious hranche.s of the mathcmatica. His 
parent.i' chief object being to make him a perfect acaman, 
naval tfictie.s wen* most particularly attended to. Assiduous 
in hi.s attentions, hi.s jirogress was rapid, so that at the ex- 
piration of the third year he had nothing moro to learn. 
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When only fourteen years of age ho Tvent on board a line- 
of -battle ship under the immediate care of the master, an 
old acquaintance of hLs father’s. Under this gentleman ho 
acted as mate with infinite credit to himself, frequently 
receiving the public acknowledgments and thanks of the 
Commander for his conduct. At the end of that period ho 
quitted the British Navy to return to his native country, 
bearing ^yith him the most unqualified approbation of those 
he had served under.. 

Captain Paardakoper’s father, delighted at perusing such 
flattering testimonials of his son’s industry and abih’ties, 
exerted his influence with people in power at Amsterdam, 
soon obtaining a situation for him as second ofiiccr of an 
East Indiaman, in which service, after going two voyages, 
ho obtained the command of one. At the time my acquaint- 
ance commenced with him he was about sixty years of ago, 
a hale, strong man, and being then the Senior Captain in 
the Dutch Company’s service, carried a broad pennant 
and had the title of Commodore, a rank of importance in 
Holland, the oHjcens in the Company’s service all receiving 
their commissions from the States-General and wearing 
the uniform of their Navy, a blue coat with scarlet 
facings, richly laced, waistcoat and breeches also of 
scarlet. 

Captain Paardakoper’s ship’s name w’os the Held Wolte- 
made, i.o. the Brave Woltemade, so called from the following 
extraordinary circumstance. A homow'ard-bound ship from 
Batavia happened to be at anchor in Table Bay when one 
of those tremendous gales that occur there at certain times 
of the year came on. The tempest raged with such violence, 
blowing direct on shore, that no boat could go ofi to the 
assistance of the ship then making signals of distress. Her 
anchors not holding her from the violence of the sea, she 
drifted and soon struck, immediately falling upon her broad- 
side, the waves breaking over her with the utmost force, 
sweeping away everything that opposed them. . The sight 
was truly pitiable to those on shore, there being upw’ards 
of two hundred souls on board and no prospect of saving 
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Kny of tliom, thotigh not more Ihntj n qunrtor of a niilo 
from the bench. She lind povernl fomnlo possongors and 
children, wlmso cries and lamentations woro distinctly 
honnl. 

Large rewards were offered by the Governor to any who 
should suggest a mode of relieving (he unfortunate people. 
Several bonis altcmplcd to get off, but wore all swamped 
in the hcavj* surf and dnslicd to pieces. One of the specta- 
tors at last determined to afford succour or perish in the 
effort. This person’s name was Woltcrando. Ho was pos- 
sessed of a large tract of land and farms on the sea coast of 
the Bay, nith ever}' foot of which ho was well acquainted, 
being a famous fisher. Ho bad a remarkable lino horse, 
milk-white, of uncommon strength, and so sagacious ho 
used to observe of it that it could do everything but speak. 
It struck liim that by riding about a mile along the shore 
to windward he might be able to swim off upon this favoiirite 
horse to the 'wreck, taking with him the end of a small line, 
the other being made fast on shore. He and his noble 
animal accordingly plunged into the foaming ocean in the 
presence of some thousands of spectators, all most ansious 
beholders of the extraordinary scene. To their utter astonish- 
ment he reached the 'Nvrcck, his line was made fast to a strong 
rope which was then hauled on shore, and himself and horse 
returned in safety, bearing with him two fine boys of eight 
and nine years old. 

By the rope from the ship hauled taut to a post on the 
land thirty persons reached the shore in little more than an 
hour, when it imfortunately snapped. The miserable people 
still on the wreck uttered the most piteous and piercing cries 
on perceiving the accident, whereupon the generous Wolte- 
made resolved to make a second effort for their relief, al- 
though the bystanders observed his horse seemed to have 
exhausted his powers by the former exertions. He accord- 
ingly once more plunged into the turbulent element, and once 
more succeeded in conveying a small cord to the wreck, but 
in the instant he had so done he- and his noble animal were 
overwhelmed by the sea and sunk to rise no mote. The 
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sympathizing crowd uttered a shriek of despair at the fate 
of the hero and his extraordinary horse. 

Seventy more of the people were preserved by the second 
hawser, when that ako gave way. Night then approaching, 
more than one hundred still remained in the wreck, all of 
whom perished. At dayh'ght the following morning the ship 
had gone to pieces. 

In commemoration of the persevering intrepidity of this 
wonderful man the Dutch East India Company caused the 
ship I came home in to be built, naming her the Udd Wolfe- 
made, there being a carved representation of the extra- 
ordinary occurrence, very well executed, upon her stem, in 
which Woltemade and his horse are the principal figures in 
the act of swimming off to the wreck. 

About a week before leaving the Cape, one James Adcock, 
who had saved a sum of fifteen hundred pounds as a 
petty merchant in Bengal, when ho left by the Scmthamplon, 
offered himself to me as a servant, observing he was sure 
he could be useful to me in a foreign ship, having acted as 
steward on board a Danish man-of-war. Liking the man’s 
manner, I engaged him. Captain Paardakoper upon my 
recommendation appointing him steward, and a capital 
good one he proved. 

Besides the mireasonable sum of six hundred poxmds I 
paid for my passage, I sent on board a chest of English 
claret which I purchased from Mr. Ballandyne, second 
officer of the Southampton, likewise the same quantity of 
fine old madeira. Shortly prior to embarking, Adcock 
called at my lodging to ask if I knew anything of Mr. Pater- 
son, as he had applied to him for a loan of four hundred 
poimds, proposing repayment in London at a favourable 
exchange from a considerable sum due to him from Lady 
Strathmore, which amount he was willing to advance 
provided I thought he might do so with safety. All I could 
say was I knew Mr. Paterson had a large demand upon her 
Ladyship, but when it would be recovered I could not tell ; 
that my acquaintance with Mr. Paterson was very slight, 
but I had a good opinion of him and believed him to be an 
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honest man who would do ovor5’tbing that was correct nnd 
proper ; that ns to ndvnncing money he (Adcock) must 
judge for lumGolf. I honrd no more of the ninttcr until wo 
hnd boon Gomo time nt nen, when Adcock told mo ho had 
lent Mr. Paterson four hundred pounds and showed me his 
promissory note for it. 
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IX HOLLAND 

O N the 9th o£ March, 1780, 1 took leave of Captains Gore 
and Lenor, as ■well as my other Nassau companions, and 
on tho morning of the 10th, -with my little pet boy. Nabob, 
went on board the Held WoUemade. I felt rojoiced at leaving 
the Cape in tho hope that my health would mend from the 
pure air at sea. At one o’clock wo sat down to an excellent 
dinner, contrary to my expectation dressed quite in the 
EngEsh style, instead of everything floating in oil, as I had 
been led to suppose would be tho case. There was upon the 
table three immense dishes of vegetables, one of them being 
as beautiful coUiflowers as I ever beheld "nith an appearance 
as if fresh cut from the garden, and this continued daUy the 
v,'holo voyage. The meat being removed was followed by 
a dessert of pines, grapes, melons, a variety of plums, apples, 
pears, and the highest flavoured oranges I ever tasted, 
added to all which was many kinds of dried fruits, which 
like'wise continued every day. 

Upon rising the first morning I saw breakfast upon table, 
a clean cloth and every article as neat as could be. There 
•was cofiee, tea, as good rolls as ever were baked on shore, 
and what was more extraordinary, admirable fresh butter, 
toast, eggs, ham, sausages, smoked beef rasped, and lastly 
an immense cheese. The tea and coffee I found were ex- 
clusively for me, my messmate not touching either, but 
ea'ting heartily of the solids, qualifying the same with two 
or three draughts of cline (small) b^r, as the Captain called 
it, bat ■which was, in fact, as strong as our porter. He 
finished by chucking do'wn a glass of the favourite liquor 
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gin, then cnllcd for his pipe. Indeed, it was scarcely over 
out of his mouth except when eating or asleep. I will not 
venture to sny how many sopekys ho took between breakfast 
and dinner. It appeared to mo that his servant was in per- 
petual motion uith the gin bottle and glass. True, the 
latter was small, but the repetition rendered the quantity 
considerable, and yet I never saw him intoxieated. 

Everything was very comfortable on board, and Captain 
Paardakoper’s attentions to mo most marked. Observing 
that I was low-spirited, he tried various ways to con’oet it, 
and amongst his good-natured endeavours was that of 
teaclring me trick-track, a game I became exceedingly 
fond of. 

The second night of my being on board, I had occasion 
about an hour after I went to bed to rise and go to the 
quarter gallery. Passing through the round-house I was 
greatly alarmed at seeing the Captain fast asleep upon a 
couch, a pipe in his mouth, the bowl of which was down- 
wards and the contents laying on the deck. 1 instantly 
roused and showed him with terror the embers of tobacco 
upon the boards, when, with the utmost composure, he 
said, “ Oh, no danger, no danger, the tobacco-ash never 
gives the fire." Notwithstanding this decided opinion 1 
never afterwards felt quite at ease, often getting up in the 
night-time to take a peep at the situation of the Captain 
and his pipe. 

About a week after wo had been at sea, the Captain, after 
dirmer, said to mo, “ Come, sir, I perceive that I must be 
your doctor. Follow my advice and you’ll be a stout man 
very soon.” I replied that I was ready to do whatever he 
recommended. “ Well then,” added the Captain, “ as I 
know you have good claret on board, let you and I take a 
bottle of it, instead of that vile sweet stufi you daily drink.” 

I acceded, a bottle of claret was produced which we emptied, 
took a second, and I never slept better than the ensuing 
night. His prescription proved so congenial to my stomach 
that I improved under it every day, soon feeling as well as 
ever I was in my life. 
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Csptain Posrdskop^r in every respect a liberal- 
minded man- He lancced at tie old system of navigation 
pnrsued by their ships, vhich althongb knovm to be errone- 
ons tras persevered in merely because it had been so for 
more than a hnndred years. One of these follies vraa that 
of shortening sail (no matter hoiv the vreather) in certain 
latitndes. His mods of condneting the Sect vns predsaly 
the same as in onr service, and no British Commander conid 
carry sail in a h*etter style than he did. The feet trader his 
command consisted of five large Indiamen vdth a beantifnl 
little ship ahont three hnndred tons, ~bich he made act as 
a frigate. Three of the captains, being veil acqnainted 
Tdth the skill and abilities of the Commodore, obeyed his 
orders Tdth alacrity. The fonrth, an obstinate bmte of the 
old school, vonld adhere rigidly to the Company's instme- 
tions. His s'nip vns called the rcr.*.if, as errant a tnh as the 
Syjir.cnp'.or., and from the manner in vbich she tras navi- 
gated had been a t~eIvemonth getting from Batavia to the 
Cape. 

The tenth day after tto left the Cape at daybreak tts fonn: 
onrselves close to a large cutter under English colours. 
There being a very light air of vind, a beat came from her, 
the omcer in her telling ns she belonged to the East India 
Company, Tvas commanded by Cvaptain Bendy, and stationed 
of the Island o: S:. Helena to look out for any French shirs. 
We also learnt the Island bore right ahead, distant eighteen 
leagues. The boat then vrent back to the cutter, returning 
immediately vith Captain Bendy, vrhom our Commedore 
invited to dinner. He accordingly remained on board the 
vhole day. 

At noon ve sav the land, and at sunset vrere vrithiii five 
miles of it, —hen Captain Bendy took leave. As he had told 
me he should put in to report our feet, I availed myself of 
that opportunity to Trrite to my T^dckenham plsyieEo— , 
Bebartes Carr, then Chaplain, to the Settlement. This 
gentle m a n , nearly my otm age, had, Tvhen a boy, resided 
^rith his mother at the next honss but on© to my father’s at- 
TTvicksnham as guests to Mx. Hindlsy, vho succeeded to 
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Lord Radnor’s beautiful scat. Young Carr and I were con- 
stantly together, toldng many a bard tug at the oar and 
other amu.'icmcnta. 

At daj’light the next morning 'vro had run out of sight of 
the Island, four days after which wo made Ascension, tho 
famous place for turtle, passing it at a great distance. 

Notwithstanding tho repeated throats of tho Commodore 
to use violent measures, tho Captain of tho Venus continued 
to torment and to delay us. Ho never would obey any 
orders, and daily stopped tho fleet four or five hours. 

Upon making tho Azores, or Western Islands, the Com- 
modore told mo Ills orders were to take tho fleet north 
about, that is, to tho westward and northward of Ireland 
and Scotland, an order ho was desirous of parrying, if 
possible, and which ho should endeavour to do from the 
leaky state of tho Venus and her being short of water. In 
a few days after, tho weather being moderate and fine, he 
made tho signals for all tho Commanders of tho fleet to 
come on board tho Woltemade. Being assembled, ho read his 
instructions to them, after which ho said the state of the 
Venus, he conceived, would justify a deviation by going 
through tho English Channel instead of north about, 
whereby in all probability a month would be saved. The 
Captains all coincided in the opinion except the Venus's. 
He, after hearing tho sentiments of each, declared his dis- 
sent to any breach of instructions on account of his ship, 
which ho affirmed to be as capable of keeping the sea as any 
one of the fleet, and he should protest against her being 
made a pretext for the necessity of avoiding the north 
passage. The idea was thereupon given up, to my extreme 
mortification, for Captain Paardakoper had promise'd to 
let mo get into the first English ship we should meet in the 
Channel going into port. He said his directions were to 
land all passengers, without exception, at Amsterdam ; 
exactly like a bale of goods to be entered at the Custom 
House, notwithstanding which he would yield to the claim 
of me by any British Commander. 

On tbe 30th of May we made Ireland, running along the 
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—estem side, closer npon s Tdrd, in order to go roniid the 
northern end cf it and of Scotland, to touch at Shetland, 
Trhere a Dutch ship of "s^r rrould be readj to reccire and 
couToj u= through the 2>orth Sea into the Texel. The ^d 
continuing to blo” from the eart-north-east, vre necessarify 
stood on to the north~ard so far as to the latitude of sixtr- 
three, rrhere, although vre had no night, the 'sre-ather Trac 
ezo&edinglj disagreeable, being dreary and cold, thich fogs, 
gloomy and tbreatening shies. I often thought from the 
tremendous blackness of the horizon tts vrerc to be blo'sm 
out of the crater, but as theae formidable clouds rose it 
turned, to mere drizzling rain ■5vith thick fog. 

I one morning upon ~aking asln:-d my boy Isabob as to 
the state of the 'B'eathc-r, i^rhen he answered, “ Xo much ec 
■nind, but too much ce smoke,” Xot at a!l knoTung ~hat 
he meant, I rose and looking out saTr there ~as so thick 
a fog one could not see across the ship, “shich Nabob called 
“smoke.” The 4th the "Sfind suddenly shifted to rrorth- 
vrest ; tto hauled in, and the next day, the Sth. made 
Shetland, o5 Trhich a very Sne Dutch frigate, the Thtih. 
of thirty-six guns, joined us. The Commander, a Trell-Iook* 
ing man rrho spoke admirable good English, came on board, 
desiring the Commodore to folio” bis sh.^, as he should 
bring the fieet to an anchor for thirty hours. He then in- 
vited the Commodore and his passengers to dine 'ssith him, 
vrhich being accepted he took leave. 

At eleven o’clock the Sect anchored off the principal tovm. 
Upon my expressing a vrish to see the place, the Commodore 
immediately ordered his barge to be made ready, into rrhich 
Colonel de Prehn, llr, Paterson, and myself vrent, and vrere 
renred to the most -arstched tonm I ever beheld, principally 
consisting of fishermen’s huts vrith only three or four 
houses fit for a human cceature to inhabit. The inhabitants 
received us vdth the utmixt good-nature and hospitality. 
The herrings vrere the finest I ever tasted, upon vrhich I 
should have dined but for my engagement to the T7,£its. 

Having gone through every part of the place ”e vent 
to the frigate, vbere ve vere received by an excellent band 
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of mupic plft 3 ’ing on fho qiifirt<5r*dcck. At two (Mre. dc 
Prchn being como) we Fftt down to a sumptuous dinner ol 
three courses, the first consisting cntirolj' of fish, in which 
wns the largest- turbot I ever belicld, but. t.he herrings were 
so exquisite I ale of nothing else. A vci^' good band played 
during dinner. Wien the cloth wns removed some charm- 
ing songs and ducts were sung both in Dutch and German, 
the music plaintive, sweet, and exnctlj' to my taste. (Wo 
had a great deal of it, too, on board the WoUemade in a 
capital stjdc, the greater part of the watch frequently join- 
ing in chorus with most correct lmrnlon 5 ^) After spending 
a ven’ agreeable day on board the Thetis we at midnight re- 
turned to our ship. It was a novel scene to us to have 
broad dn 3 'light at that hour. Indeed, thcro wns no night 
at all, at least no darkness. 

Early the following morning it blow fresh from tho w’cst- 
Bouth-west with thick weather and rain at times, notwith- 
standing which tho Thetis mode the signal for sailing, and 
by seven o’clock tho fleet were under way. Tho wind and 
rain continued but did not prevent tho Captain of tho 
Thetis from coming to dine on board our ship. Captain 
Paardakopor having invited him so to do. Considering wo 
had been three montlis from port tho fare was not bad, our 
guest expressing his surprize at seeing so many good dishes 
after so long a voyage, and also at tho handsome manner 
in which it was served. This wos entirely owing to the 
abilities of Adcock. 

Tho Thetis had left Holland three weeks when war with 
England was daily expected, owing to a strong French 
party in tho Dutch Cmmoils, the public at large being 
violently against it. The Captain informed us of the 
universally lamented death of that great man and able 
navigator, Captain Cook, which event be said was considered 
by all Europe as an irreparable misfortune. The news had 
reached Amsterdam the day he left that city. 

The weather continued wet and tempestuous the whole 
of the 6th and 7th, making me bestow some curses upon 
Scotland, from which the wind blew direct. The first part 

V ■ 
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of tho 8th WM fair. At noon n floot of upwardfl of throo 
hundred Bail of small Dutoh vcbeoIb hovo in sight cncortod 
hy two frigates, standing to tho northward. At 2 p.m. 
wo wore in tho midst of thorn, when tho wind suddenly 
flow round to north-north-west, increasing in violence. 
For US it was quite fair, but adverse as possible for those 
wo mot. They wore tho onnual fleet bound to Shetland 
and tho other islands for herrings. These they pickle and 
sell to tho English, upon whoso shores the fish were taken, 
receiving for tho same an immense sum of money every 
year. This largo floot standing in all directions and all 
positions, reefing and preparing to encounter tho gale, was 
one of tho prettiest sights I over saw. 

It blow so fresh that in two hours wo ran so far as not 
oven to see tho frigates. Tho 9th tho wind increneed to 
a hard galo, tvith heavy rain. As our convoy’s reckoning 
made us near the Dutch coast and wo could not venture to 
run closer in such weather, the fleet was ordered to lay to. 
This was a mortifying circumstance to bo tumbling about 
on a turbulent ocean with tho wind as fair as it could blow, 
but such is tho nature of tho const of Holland, and so 
numerous ^aro the rocks and shoals in every direction that 
it cannot ho approached -without pre-vdously seeing tho land- 
marks, or tho buoys. Wo lay four-and-twonty hours in os 
unpleasant a state as over I was in. Tho 10th tho weather 
moderated — ^wo therefore once more stood for tho land, 
which wo saw at olovon in tho forenoon. Captain Paarda- 
kopor saying ho had never scon a bettor landfall, the mouth, 
or entrance, to tho Toxel being directly before us. At 
1 p.m., tho fleet being supplied -with pilots, we stood on, 
passing through tho Mars Diop in very shallow water. At 
seven in tho evening wo came to an anchor off tho Island of 
Toxel in perfectly smooth water. 

Having consulted Captain Paardakoper as to my pro- 
ceeding, ho recommended mo not to leave tho ship until 
next morning, but to start oarly in a Dutch boat to a town 
ho mentioned about fourteen miles up the Zuydor Zeo, 
where I might land and pursue the rest of tho journey in 
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a carriage. He added that i£ I would wait until ton o’clock 
ho would accompany mo quite to Amsterdam, an offer i, 
as an absolute stranger in a fomign land, was glad to avail 
myself of. He accordingly bespoke a boat, into which, after 
eating a hearty breakfast, the Ciommodore, myself, and 
Nabob got, the ship’s crow giving us three cheers ns we 
quitted her side. 

After a brisk run for four hours we reached Inkhausen, 
a neat, handsome town, distant about thirty-two miles from 
the Tesel. While our carriage was preparing we took some 
refreshment, then stepped into a conveyance like a phaeton, 
except for its being driven by a coachman who sat upon a box 
directly before us, so that the smoko from his pipe (for he 
smoked the whole way) came directly in our faces. It was 
drawn by a pair of immense, tall, black horses that, like 
their driver, seemed to have a will of their own, taking special 
care not to hurry themselves. 

We changed horses four times, passing through a rich 
fertile country for about thirty-three miles, when we entereti 
the famous city of Amsterdam, driving to a large hotel, 
where the Commodore, after securing a bed for me, went 
about his own business, promising to be with me early 
the next morning. He accordingly came to breakfast, after 
which ho accompanied me to the house of Messieurs Fye, 
Rich, and Wilkinson, English merchants of respectability, 
to whom I had a letter of introduction from Colonel Gordon 
at the Cape. Mr. Rich was in England, but Mr. Wilkinson 
' received me with much politeness, requesting I would con- 
sider his house as my home during my stay at Amsterdam. 
He gave his chief clerk directions to get my baggage cleared 
from the Custom House as soon os it arrived there, which 
he said could not bo for some days, probably eight or nine, 
the Commodore promising to expedite it all in his power. 

I preferred keeping a chamber at the hotel, but accepted 
Mr. Wilkinson’s invitation to meals. The Commodore 
and my host then went to their respective employ. I re- 
turned to the hotel, and going into the coffee-room, found 
a number of English assembled, conversing upon the sub- 
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hcfvrtl thfit Do Tn'hn thrcnf-onwi to put Pftloraon in prison, 
" nritl tlicn," j'fiid he, " whnt. is to l>oeomo of my debt, tho 
lo<-5 of « hicli would min mo ? *’ I endoRVourcd to coiiBolo 
him by orpurnnee? tlml- he wan pafe, and that nIMiougli 
r-ome linjc might elnppo ero he received tho casli idtimately 
he certainly would do fo. After repeating hia n])j)rehcneiona 
over n!jd over again, I with difliculty got rid of him. Ho 
left me declaring 1 wa.*? his pole dependence, that upon mo 
he relied fo prevent hip utter ruin. He continued hia visit 
and complaint.'! fo me- daily, crj-ing and bewailing lament- 
ably, iK'pging and beseeching me to give him some writing 
to nay In* wa*; fccur*. This I declined, truly olwcrving I 
had nothing to do in the tran-pnetion, wliich was Ids own 
voluntarj* act. He, howe%*cr, tormented mo so incessantly 
that at lact, in order to get rid of lum, I wrote upon tho back 
of I'at<TPon’s note to him the.^e word.s, “ I do hereby under- 
take to procure payment of the amount due upon the within 
note for the within named James Adcock. W. Hickey.’* 
Finding I could not bring Colonel dc Prelm to accede to any- 
thing short of the uttormost farthing due, principal and 
intere.st, I mentioned tho matter to Mr. Wilkinson, who, 
upon my engaging to exert raj’solf to enforce payment of 
the prote.sled bills from Lady Strathmore, most kindly 
liquidated Do Prelin’s demand. 

Cajitain Pnardakopor was rcmarkablj' attenfivo and 
civil ; not a day passed without Ids calling to ask if be 
could do anything for mo. I went one evening to tho theatre 
with him, a fine btdlding with very capital actors, whore I 
received much entertainment. Mr. Willdnson attended mo 
over the whole of the Stadt House and every other place 
worthy of inspection. At his house I met wth a Mr. Swains- 
ton, on eminent merchant of Liverpool, who occasionally 
went to Holland on his mercantile concerns. Conversing 
uith this gentleman, who was very inquisitive on tho subject 
of India, upon hearing tho length of time I had been on tho 
voyage from Bengal, and tho important papers I had under, 
charge, urged mo not t o think of e.rossing tho Channel from 
Helvoctsluys to Harwich, ns that passage was much in- 
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foetod by Fronoh privatoora, and that it would bo a sod 
finalo of a dieaotrous voyage to bo taken by an enemy in 
the very jaws of homo. Ho said my only Boouro Avay would 
be to go by land through Flandora to Ostond, from whence 
neutral vodsoIb wore passing over to England every day; 
that he always pimsuod that route, and would join me in 
the travelling charges most willinglj’’ by taking post horses 
instead of the dlligonoo in which ho usually wont. Mr. WUldn- 
Bon thought the plan an ohgiblo one. Ho, however, said, 
as 1 must at any rate go to The Hague I had bettor make 
enquiries there and dcoido according to what I should 
hoar. Mr. Willdnson daily received letters from London 
filled wth particulars of the horrid riots which had put the 
whole Wngdom in despair. Several families were so alarmed 
na to embark for Holland and other parts of the Continent. 

Having procured my baggage from the Custom House, 
I prepared for departure. I had a quantity of shawls and 
rich gold and silver mxislins, presents from different friends 
of Bengal to their relations. These (as well as some of my 
own) Mr. Willdnson said I should certainly lose if I at- 
tempted to land them at Harwich, and that the conveyance 
of the heavy trunk they wore in from Amsterdam to Ostend 
would bo attended with enormous expense. He therefore 
offered to manage the business for mo by delivering them to 
a man he know who would undertake to deliver them where 
directed upon being paid 10 per cent on the original cost, 
and if seized ho would bo responsible for that amount. This 
plan I consequently adopted. 

On the 22nd (June) it was agreed between Mr. Swainston 
and mo to set off the following day, of wliich T wrote to 
inform Captain Paardakopor, who thereupon imniedintclj' 
came to the hotel. Upon ray i*etuming liim thanlcs for his 
kind attentions during the voyage, ho shook me vary cor- 
dially by the hand, saying it would have been most un- 
grateful in him to have done otherwise, as I had liberally 
■ paid for every civility in his power to show. With mutual 
wishes for each other’s health and happiness wo parted. 

The 22rd my companion and I got into a travelling chaise 
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Ik' purrlinr-ed for thf* opofu'jon, hr very good-imluretlly con- 
f pntinp to Nn})f>hV heinp itL'-ido witli uj<. It wan not without 
rt-pn-S that I left Atur'l-erxlain, having boon troatod there 
with fxtraortlinan* JundnoFs by many of the inhabitants, 
and c'jHTinlly by Mr. Wilkiiij-on, with whom I formed 
a friendly correi-pondenre that continued wliilo I re* 
inainod in Kttplajjd. Our first stage was to Hnorlacm, 
twelve iiiileF, where we. vbifed the church, in which ia a 
fninou.'? rirgan said to Im> the large.st and finoBt-toned instru- 
tnent in the world. Mr. Swainston lx?ing acquainted with 
c»ne of the burghers, through hia intere.st procured the 
nttond/ince of the nrpat»iet, who played aevoral beautiful 
pieces of imisic. Undoubtedly, it ia a wonderful instrument, 
the tones swivt. and nieludioua beyond ovcr^'tliing I ever 
heard, the number and variety of .stops unparalleled, 
dudpinp by the ear I should have .‘'.uijposcd the sounds pro- 
duced by a comjdete and full orchestra of the first musicians. 

.After spending four hours in thia far-famed town, wo 
proeeed».‘d along the banka of a large and beautiful now 
canal, then recently finished, to tho equally celebrated towm 
of Ixyden, so famous for its Universit}' that has sent into 
tho world some of the moat learned men and profound 
scholars that over lived. I>e 3 'den is about eighteen miles 
from Ilaarlaom. Thero we slept, and rising early wont to 
view tho colleges, library, observatorj’, &c., all of which 
are magnificent and well worthy tho nttoution of strangers. 
After a day roi)lotc with entertainmont, wo in tho ovoning 
continued our journo}', sevontoon miles, to Rotterdam, 
considured tho second city of Holland in point of opulence 
and extent. Having made an excellent supper, we retired 
to our chambors for tho night. 

The next day Mr. Swainston took mo to all tho public 
edifices, of which I found none that pleased mo so much 
as tho East India Houso, a suporb building, delightfully 
situated upon tho edge of a noblo river that runs through 
tho city, upon which wore laying at anchor innumerablo 
vessels of all sizes and of ovory nation in Europe, altogcthor 
constituting one of Ihu grandest scunos 1 ever behold. 
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pains he had taken to satisfy himself, as well as the relatives 
of the deceased, that there was not the least foundation for 
a report that had gone abroad of his having been murdered 
by the people of the ship and robbed of jewels and cash to 
a great amount, but had actually fallen a sacrifice to his 
reliance upon superior sldll in swimming. “ And now, 
sir,” he continued, “ I’ll leave you to judge whether I have 
not reason to complain of the manner in wliich I have been 
treated.” He then took from his escritoire a letter, and 
gave it to me. Upon perusal I found it was from Miss 
Mary Barwell, couched in the coarsest and most scurrilous 
terms. After abusing the Ambassador for what she calls 
” his shameful negligence and infamous dereliction of his 
duty as representative of the British nation,” she directly 
charges him with conniving at a base murder from interested 
motives, nothing short of participating in the plunder, most 
impudently concluding her libellous address by requiring 
him to declare what his share of the spoil from her cruelly 
murdered brother’s property amounted to. I was surprized 
and shocked at so ^graceful a letter being written to a 
man of Sir Joseph Yorke’s unblemished character. Beturn- 
ing the strange epistle, I could only observe the writer must 
be insane. Sir Joseph with mildness replied, he under- 
stood the lady was very eccentric and odd, adding, “I 
immediately (^patched to .her documents of so indisput- 
able a nature as must have satisfied the mind of any un- 
prejudiced person of the folly of crediting for a moment 
the injurious report of Mr. Harwell’s being murdered. She 
nevertheless protested all those papers were forged and 
fabricated.” 

In the midst of this interesting conversation, the steward 
came into the room to say it was within a few minutes of 
three o’clock, the hour of dining. Sir Joseph thereupor 
apologized for having detained me so long. “ However,’* 
continued he, “ there can bo no occasion for your leaving 
the house now, and I will bo ready in five minutes.” Ho 
then ordered the steward to summon Mr. Maddison to the 
study that- 1 might not be alone. Mr. Maddison instantly 
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entering the apartment, said, “ You must have interested 
the Ambassador greatly, for he has neglected some matters 
of considerable importance which were by his own desire 
to have been settled this morning.” 

At a quarter-post three, a company of twenty wore 
assembled, amongst whom were my fellow-traveller, Mr. 
Swainston, three young men of fashion in their tour of 
Europe, Dr. Fisher, the celebrated musician w’ho married 
the widow of Powell, the actor, and La Motto, the famous 
performer upon the violin. The latter appeared actually 
like a corpse, and was evidently in the last stage of a con- 
sumption. The rest of the party consisted of some of the 
principal Dutchmen of the place and the Ambassador’s 
family. Sir Joseph desired mo to take the chair next to him 
upon his left, and did the honours of his table v^th the 
greatest affability and condescension, dividing his attentions 
equally amongst all his guests. Having heard of my inten- 
tion of passing through Flanders, and my reason for so 
doing, ho assured mo it was unnecessary and would con- 
siderably protract my arrival in England, besides en- 
countering a fatiguing journey. Ho therefore advised me 
by all means to proceed by Helvootsluys and cross from 
thence [to Harwich in the regular packet, one only of wliich 
had been captured during the war, although they were 
passing and repassing three times a week. Under such an 
opinion it would have been the extreme of folly not to do 
as Sir Joseph recommended. I was not, however, sorry 
to hear three days would elapse before a packet sailed, as 
Sir Joseph had insisted upon my attending each of those 
days at his house. 

His Excellency having expressed a wish to see the petition 
of which I was the bearer, I presented him mth a copy. 
After perusal he declared it to bo a masterly and elegant 
piece of writing. At night ho took us into his box at the 
theatre, where there were a sot of very good. French 
comedians. From thence we returned to supper, and at half- 
past twelve retired to our hotel. The following morning (the 
27th) Mr. Maddison called, as he said, by the Ambassador’s 
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desire to conduct mo and Mr. Swainston to the Stadt- 
holder’s Palace. Wo found it superb, both in point of 
arcliitectine and furniture. It also contained a choice and 
rare collection of paintings, as well as one of the finest 
libraries in Europe. The grounds were laid out with taste, 
the park abounding with game, an extensive menagerie and 
aviary stocked with the choicest beasts and birds. Viewing 
these premises occupied us until it was time to dress for 
diimer. 

At a little after three o’clock Mr. Swainston and I again 
went to the Ambassador’s, where we were treated -with 
similar elegance to the preceding day, all the musical 
talents of The Hague being collected. 1 was astonished 
to see how voraciously La Motte eat. He was reduced to 
a mere skeleton, skin only covering the bones, pale and 
melancholy countenance, yet notwithstanding all this there 
was something interesting in his figure and appearance. 
He was so reduced and weak he could not walk without 
help. Ill as he was, he led the band (which was capitally 
good) the first piece, and afterwards played a solo with such 
pathos and feeling as to draw tears from the eyes of many 
of the auditors. The tones he drew from the violin were 
peculiarly sweet and afiecting. When he had finished his solo. 
Sir Joseph Yorke asked me if I had not been mueh pleased. 
I replied that I never had been so much gratified by any 
performer. “ Poor man,” said Sir Joseph, “ I fear his 
melodious and touching strains are nearly over.” These 
fears were too well founded. We had heard the last notes 
he was ever to produce ; he expired the following morning, 
d 3 dng without a pang or even a sigh, closing his eyes as if 
in a pleasant sleep. He was no more than twenty-seven 
years of age. 

The morning of the 28th I spent in a ride to a fisliing 
village called Sceveling, where stood a handsome pavilion 
commanding an extensive view over the ocean towards the 
North Sea. Here was served up a collation consisting of at 
least a dozen different sorts of fish, all fresh caught and 
admirably dressed. We had besides various dishes of cold 




CHAPTER XIX 

“MBS. POTT” 

M r. WILKINSON having given me a letter to a friend 
of his in the Custom House, who he said would have it 
in his power to expedite the clearance of my trunks, 
I sent a waiter with it from the Three Cups Inn, and 
my compliments, inviting him, if disengaged, to sup with 
me, as I proposed, if possible, proceeding to London by 
break of day. In less than half an hour he came. I 
found him a very gentlemanlike man. He thanked me 
for bringing the letter from Mr. WiUdnson,. for whom he 
expressed a great regard. He said that in consequence 
of my wish to go on he had sent for one of the office 
searchers to come to the inn directly, which would prevent 
my detention till the office opened. Before supper was 
announced this person came, whereupon I opened my 
large trunk, at the same time slipping three guineas into his 
hand. The man bowed low, and, looking at the gentleman, 
the latter said, “ Mr. Hickey tells me he has nothing but 
what is for his own use. Do not therefore distmb the 
packing.” The man made another profound bow, and 
shutting the truidr left the room. 

Thus, as matters turned out, had the trunk been full of 
shawls and other India goods, the whole would have been 
safe, but alarmed at what I had been told in Amsterdam 
I had with me only one article I cared about. This was a 
Japanese cloak I had purchased for my father to travel in, 
being, although of great warmth, lighter than the thinnest 
cloth. It cost me two hundred and fifty doUars at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 
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Touchet being sent for, the packet was opened and the 
contents examined in my presence. After perusal of the 
papers, Mr. Irvine observed that in their instructions from 
the committee they were particularly directed to consult 
mo in every stage of the business, and should therefore take 
care to give me timely notice of their proceedings. From 
the Temple I went -with Mr. Touohct to his mother’s house 
in No^vman Street, having a letter for her from her son in 
Calcutta. I found her a remarkably cheerful, pleasant old 
lady, with whom I promised to dine the following day. 

My next visit was to Bryanston Street to deliver a parcel 
to Mrs. Qreer, wife of the chief officer of the Nassau. She 
was an uncommonly fine woman, with three beautiful 
daughters, the eldest of whom some years afterwards 
married my Seahorse shipmate, Amott. 

Upon my return home, my sister informed mo of the death 
of my favourite, Tom Forrest, he having lost his life from 
a wound received on board Lord Rodney’s ship at the first 
relief of Gibraltar, at which I was greatly concerned. From 
my sister I also learnt the horrora of the riots that had 
occurred three weeks prior to my arrival, which from their 
novelty and violence paralysed the inhabitants of the 
metropolis from one extremity to the other, and from the 
consequences of which they had not yet recovered. I saw 
upon entering the city some of the effects, and large parties 
of military, both horse and foot, upon duty in different 
places, especially at the Bank and in St. Paul’s Church- 
yard. These excesses commenced on the 4th of June, the 
King’s birthday, continuing with unabated fury the 6th, 
6th, and 7th. 

The 2nd (of July), Mr. Touchet and Mr. Irvine paid me 
the compliment of a visit in St. Albans Street, as did 
Mr. Paxton, of Buckingham Street, who, although I had 
never seen him before, I instantly knew from his likeness to 
his brother in Bengal, William, now Sir William Paxton, 
about whom he came to enquire. Mr. Archibald Paxton 
and I soon became intimate, and were afterwards much 
together. 
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he could not by any means effeot, although at his sugges- 
tion Emily agreed to put on the disguise of boy’s clothes, 
in which dress he attempted to pass her as his servant, but 
Captain Collett’s penetration at once saw the deception, 
and he told Pott it could not be as it would lose him the 
command of the ship and be his ruin. He (Pott) was con- 
sequently compelled to leave her behind. 

Thus circumstanced, Pott said he relied upon my friend- 
ship and regard for him to bring out his darling Ei^y with 
me, which, if I should fail in my endeavours to do by an 
English Indiaman, I might easily accomplish on board a 
French, Swedish, or Danish ship. He told me he was ren- 
dered miserable at being separated from her, nothing saving 
him from utter despair but the certainty he felt that I 
would not forsake him in his distress and sorrow. He 
further said he had left Emily in a handsome, weU-fumished 
house in Cork Street, the rent of which he had paid fifteen 
months in advance, besides abundantly stocking it with all 
sorts of wines, coals, candles, and every article of house- 
keeping sufficient for the same period, and had likewise left 
her a carriage and pair of beautiful horses which he had 
himself driven in his phaeton. Pott concluded by en- 
treating me to pass as much of my time as possible with his 
dearest girl, whom he had prepared to love me, which he 
was sure she would do for his sake, and he referred me to 
her for a thousand particulars respecting them both. 

I wrote a short answer to Emily merely to say I would 
be with her by eleven o’clock the next morning, and then 
cetiied to bed, from which I was roused before eight, my 
father’s servant saying a lady in a carriage was waiting for 
■ me at the comer of Pail Mall, seeming extremely impatient ; 
and that he had objected to disturbing me so soon, where- 
upon she eagerly said she must see me, putting half a guinea 
into his hand. 

Hastily putting on my clothes, I went down the street, 
where I saw a dashing bright yellow vis-a-vis having Pott’s 
arms emblazoned thereon, an elegant pair of bright bay 
horses, the coachman and footman in smart frocks of blue 

g 
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faced MTith jeUow and trimmed -vrith. a broad silver lace. 
Bnt -vrbat Tras all this ontdde sbovr compared to the lovely 
creature vithin, looting more than mortal ? Kever did I 
behold so perfect a beauty. 

I had seen this divine voman in 1776, then an unripe and 
awkvrard ^1, but vith feature of exquisite beauty. That 
experienced old matron, Charlotte Hayes, vrho then kept a 
house of celebrity in King’s Place, vhere I often visited, had 
]'ust got hold of her as an advantageous jirize, and I have 
frequently seen the little sylph, Emily, under the tuition of 
the ancient dame learning to -walk, a qualification Madam 
Hayes considered of importance, and in Trhich her pupil 
certainly excelled, Emily’s movements and air being Grace 
personified and attracting universal admiration whenever 
she appeared abroad. 

Sir Joshua Eeynolds, whom all the world allowed to be 
a competent judge, had painted . Emily’s portrait many 
times and in (Afferent, characters. He often declared every 
limb of hers perfect in syrdmetry, and altogether he had 
never seen so faultless and finely formed a human figure. 

Upon my approaching the carriage I thought she would 
have leapt out of it into my arms. Accepting her proffered 
hand she eagerly drew me towards her, saying, “ Come in, 
come in, my dear fellow, for so you who are such a favourite 
of my angel Eobert’s ever must be.” Stepping into the 
carriage, she almost devoured me with kisses, laughed, 
cried, and was nearly in hysterics, to the surprize and enter- 
tainment of several persons who were passing at the time. 

Pwecovering a little, Emily ordered the coachman to 
drive home. In vain did I remonstrate and say that being 
just asT jumped out of bed I must go and dress myself. 
Besides, my sisters would wait breakfast. It did not 
signify, go with her I positively should, aye, and stay too. 
She said I might write, send, do anjfthing except leave her ; 
that she had several servants, all of whom should go wher- 
ever I required them, and if they were not sufficient she 
would hire chairmen ; that if I wanted more sleep I might 
go to bed at her house and no one should disturb me. In 
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•.?}.<■ !!/f r I T» .-.My f<-r nu'Ot* m*!, /nr 5/ I did a Ix-d- 

flir.n-.lvr fl.< -.iM l.r- n r.dy in fivn ijiini>;« I n/.’iiirr-d }jr>r 
j.( tciild i!.ds:r»- inc !xi):»y doun liti! lu'f nrrt'inpanying 
n.f, o*. v 3!;<-1; fi r r’nslfd. raymt*. ” Oli, you |.fid man, would 
y< '.i tji y> Vii wl»o- «- «i{f 1 mu, i-o ha'tdy 7 ” anti 

«i?!i !:*.> r» ^'r.ai'.y add' il, " 77.<s/ jiiti't nut lx* yrl. wl)n{/*vor 
wr <!<• hrfv .•.?!/'?." Sh" lli' ji t^K>l: JtiK ovcr tlio honro, 
vliirji V.-.- a* r"!njdr!<- a ft*, t vc-r I inw in overj' 
e.lu: nhirli r hf ^:>jd, '* Xow, niy friend, thw liou^c and 
a!/ is <rc,')?oijiv *’ (layinf o f troJiy l•mIllIa^jt! nj>on tin* wortln//) 
•'t.'ifri.-ijvs, frnvii-.t.-', ajid fVerytlunp are at yotir dt<ipo.»al. 
Yon >n«'l ronridiT them, and mnho u>e of them an your 
ttwn, for f.tieh «<ur th ar HohV dc-’-itt*, and niich w my 
ram«- l rr tjtx M.’* 

At nit)'* we I at tlown t<* l<n*al;fa4«f . While at table another 
h-tt'-r anivf-tl from P.<>l*frt. She left the room for n few 
niimtf'-,"- njid «ijh<m her rvlurn, pnttinf! her nrme‘ round my 
nfe);, f-af’i'rly raitl, " Oh, my dear, dear friend, you mti.«t- 
eomply with oar Il<ilxTt‘n tle:-ir\’ and taUe me. to Porta* 
month that I may tnux* iimre embrace him ent he leavca 
Kiiplarid." .She thi*n put hia letter into my hanthi. It. wiw 
addrt - ted to me a-t well uk to her, as he concluded I ahould 
he in Ix>ndt>n, hepttiiip and jirayinp me to pet into a chni/te 
anti run down with ICiiiily, the wind Ix-inp west and no 
apjwaranee of a chtinf’e. 

I wa<i forced tt» yield, whereupon with impetuo.tity Entily 
ranp for her rervanl, whom aho ordered to get four homoa 
for tlie chaite atitl another for the groom, I then told her 
it was jmpo.s>ihle for me (o leave town that daj', having bnsi- 
tu-Hit of imi)ortnnce to (rnnitnet. Most unwillingly nho at last 
conflontetl to wait nnlii the following morning upon con- 
dition that I woulfl send my portmanteau and olcop at her 
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Lonse fiat that ve might set oS tstv eaify. imding 
me solicitons to letnm home she ordered her ris-a-ris to 
conTsy me, bidding the coachman obey me thronghont &s 
day, nor -nonld she snfer me to go fritioTit her serrazit 
behind, obserring it frovld be dangerons for the coachman 
to leave the box. Thus attended therefore I proceeded to 
St. Albans Street, -rfiere I fotmd my brother jnst oome to 
tOT5m 

Upon f piif fii jg F-mTIy she told me, althongh she had sent 
a letter to me vrith the signature of 'naiien, she had long 
dropped that name, assnming that of Pott, This appeared 
to me strange, nor could I then acconnt- for it. 

ily brother, -who sa— me drive up to the door, after the 
nsnal congratnlations greetings, remarked I had lost 
no tims in maVirig' an acquaintance "Srith Mis. Pott, “ And 
faith,” said he, “yon are in Hgb lock to be already upon 
such terms "Kith a — Q -man manr of the fashionable young 
men wonld give their little feigers to procure a bort" or 
ackno~ledgment of acquaintance from,” 

Having dressed, paid my devoirs to my sisters and 
promised to dfng -sith them, I proceeded in my vis-a-vis 
to the India Honse, srhere Mr. HcQt, Secretary to the 
Company, received me -snth great vrarmth, my brother 
having once rendered hi-m a considerable service. "While 
sittin g "prith hrm, an old acquaintance came in. This ttbs 
the Hononrable Flphinstone, vrho had commanded 

the Triion In^iaTna-n -prhen I "nent hist to Madias and 
China, and he espresssd mneh satisfaction .at- the 
meeting. Zilr. Holt told me this gentleman Tras become 
a Director. 

I had not callsd at haTf the places I intended when I saT?" 
it was three o’clock. I therefore drove home dismissed 
my carnage, wiillLig a note to fhs.ri'k Emily for the use of it, 
adding that I should come to her honse from the Haymsrket 
Theatre, —here I was to go at -nighf - -nith brother. As 
the honrs "ere more reasonable in those days than at 
present I foimd nim^p-r -K^siting for me, Mr. BIchaid Burke, 
sen., and Mr. "William Pnike bsng the only geests. The 
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Inttor was preparing to return to India overland, he having 
been appointed agent for the Rajah of Travancore. 

After a cheerful meal and plentiful dose of claret, I 
retired to my room to cqtup myself in one of my gay India 
coats, being of scarlet with a rich spangled and foil lace, 
made from one of Sir Thomas Rumbold’s, and of which I 
was not a little vain. Upon my rctium to the drawing- 
room my dress was greatly admired, my brother only re- 
marking he thought it a little too gaudy. 

Having taken coffee, we four men went to Foote’s, 
getting seats in the balcony, opposite which I soon descried 
one of my Streatham chums in the Jimior Lovelace, then 
a Comet of Dragoons. Observing him look at the box I 
was in, smile, and quit his seat to come round, I concluded 
he recognized mo os I had him, and upon his entering the 
box I was in held out my hand. Then it was I found he 
did not recollect me, whereupon I mentioned my name. 
He shook hands with much warmth, expressing pleasure at 
the meeting. “But,” said ho, “I had no idea of your 
being an acquaintance. Seeing so unusual a dress brought 
mo round to look nearer at the wearer of it, who I pre- 
sumed could be no other personage than the Ijord Mayor's 
irumpeier." This facetious speech raised a laugh against 
me from all who heard it, at which I was not a little dis- 
concerted. It, however, put me so much out of conceit 
with my finery that I determined not only to get rid of it 
immediately, but also of upwards of twenty coats equally 
ornamented and rich that I had brought from Bengtd. 

Whilst engaged in conversation with Lovelace, Mr. Richard 
Burke said, “ Who can that beautiful woman in yonder 
side box be nodding and making signs to 7 They seem 
to be directed this way.” Scarcely had he said so when 
the box door opened, and one of the fruit women whis- 
pered me that Mrs. Pott desired I would come down to 
her, she having a place kept for me. Casting my eyes 
across the house, I saw the beauteous Emily in all the 
splendour of most fashionable dress, looking like an angel, 
seated in the front row of the side box next but one to the 
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stage, an elegant-looking woman being on one side of her 
and a handsome young man on the other. The moment she 
caught my eye, she beckoned and made all sorts of signs for 
me to come to her, which I hesitated doing from a disin- 
clination to exhibit my trumpeter’s coat in so conspicuous 
a part of the theatre and before a crowded audience, but 
Lovelace sa3dng aloud, “Why the devil don’t you obey 
Emily’s summons, Hickey ? She certainly will be up here 
in five minutes if you do not go down to her,” I thought 
it prudent to comply, and wishing my party a good night 
I descended, escorted by the fruit woman, who desired a 
box-keeper to open the door of Mrs. Pott’s box, upon 
entering- which I observed there was no seat vacant, when 
the gentleman on her right hand instantly rising, politely 
said, “ This, sir, is your place,” and in spite of my remon- 
strances relinquished it, slightly bowing as he passed out. 

If I felt doubtful respecting my dress, I had still more 
reason to bo abashed at Emily’s reception. I thought 
she would have embraced me. Taking hold of both my 
hands, she said, “ Now I have once more got you by my side 
I shall take good care not to part with you again.” Her 
manner towards mo drew the attention of the whole house 
upon us, which made me entreat her to be less ardent. At 
my gravity she laughed heartily, adding she was too happy 
to bo considerate, and could not help betraying her regard 
for her bashfvl swain / I told her what had occurred about 
my dress, to which she replied, “ Lovelace is an impertinent 
coxcomb. It was sheer envy in him, who would give his 
ears for a similar coat. It is an elegant and becoming suit, 
and I’ll venture to assert there is not a better dressed 
man in the theatre. Your hair, too, is charming. Pray who 
is your operator ? Is it your own servant ? ” I told her 
it was dressed by one of Courtoy’s men, an Italian named 
Freskini'; that he was not above ten minutes about it, and 
had intimated a wish that I would take him as a servant. 
Emily recommended me to secure him forthwith as an abso- 
late treasure, and I took her advice. 

Enquiring who the handsome young man was that had 
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EO civilly Tcsigned his seat to me, Emily told me it was the 
handsome Jack St. Leger, sworn friend and companion of 
the Prince of Wales, “ but,” added she, “ he is lately re- 
turned from the West Indies with a dreadful fever which 
has reduced him, poor fellow, most dreadfully, and he is by 
no means himself yet.” She further told me that he was 
intimate with my father and sister, attending all the parties 
in St. Albans Street, and she was sure he would be a pro- 
digious favourite of mine. She then lamented that she had 
not introduced us to each other. 

The play and farce being over, I accompanied Emily 
to Cork Street, where we supped, after which she showed 
me to a neat bedchamber which she said was over her own, 
and saluting, wished me a good night. I observed that this 
was tantalizing me with a vengeance, whereupon she gave 
me another hearty kiss, saying, “ To-morrow night I hope 
to have Robert in my arms, but when he, poor fellow, has 
quitted the kingdom yon will be next to my heart, and 
Vien I ” She once more embraced me and ran out of the 
room. 

As I always made a point of being punctual, 1 was up and 
equipped for the journey ten minutes before the time fixed 
for departure, when Emily tapped at my door and im- 
mediately entered. She looked, if possible, handsomer than 
ever, was most becomingly dressed in a green riding-habit, 
trimmed with gold frogs. For the first time I was the 
assailer, seizing her in my arms and glueing my mouth to 
her enchanting lips, nor was she backward in meeting it. 

At a quarter before five we were seated by each other in 
Emily’s own post-chaise, which had every convenience for 
travelling a carriage could, and was in every respect as 
elegantly finished as her vis-&-vis. Both were the work of 
the then celebrated Hatchet of Long Acre. We had four 
excellent post horses. Tearing away at a great rate we 
reached Kingston, our first stage, in an hour and a quarter. 
Two grooms, a man of about thirty and a lad of sixteen, set 
ofi with us, the boy riding in advance to prepare fresh horses 
and the man continuing by the chaise to pay the turnpikes. 
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When leaving Kingston I observed it would not be possible 
for the servants to keep on at the rate we were going, as they 
must knock up from fatigue, to which she replied, " N(^ 
they indeed, were it ten times the distance. Eighteen 
montlu ago they followed me to Holyhead when I was going 
to Ireland with Warren, who, by the by, I did not treat 
well, for I left him who was as liberal as man could be, and 
adored me, to go to Robert whom I adored and still do adore I 

We got to Guildford by half-past seven, breakfasted, and 
at eight went on to Godahning, then to Liphook and from 
thence to Fetersfleld. Whilst changing horses at the latter 
place Emily alighted, and, during her absence, the landlord 
said, “ A glorious wind, sir, for the fleet.” I asked what 
fleet he meant, to which he replied, ” The East and West 
India, which sailed last night at ten o’clock.” I directly 
mentioned this to Emily, who would not give credit to it. 
The landlord assured me an express had stopped at his house 
that momiug at seven, going up to the Inma House with 
an account of the whole fleet being clear out at sea, with 
a flhe breeze at north-north-east. Still Emily would not 
believe what she hoped was not true, so on we went to 
Portsmouth, which we reached at two in the afternoon. 

The master of the George Inn coming to the door upon 
our driving up to it, Enuly eagerly asked, ” Are the India 
ships gone ? ” To which the host answered, “ Yes, ma’am, 
they sailed last night.” Poor Emily burst into tears, and 
I apprehended would have fainted. I made them car^ her 
into the house and lay her upon a bed. After a long fit of 
tears, I prevailed on her to drink some warm wine and lie 
still for a few hours. Like an infant she cried herself to 
sleep, as I thought, when I walked to the seaside, leaving 
a female servant to watch by her bedside. 

Upon the beach I saw the two servants awiTimng them- 
selves amongst the boat people, apparently as much at 
their ease as if they had only taken a morning’s airing in 
Hyde Park. I asked them if they were not tired, when the 
lad sharply answered, “ Tired, sir 1 with what ? We have 
only rode seventy-four miles.” “Well, my fine fellow,” 
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said I, “ and if oocasion required it could you set off for 
London again to-day ? ” Aye surely, sir,” said both in 
a breath. A waiter of the inn that moment came up to 
say the lady wanted me, whereupon I walked back to the 
“ George,” at the door of which stood Emily’s chaise with 
four horses to it, and saddle horses ready for the two ser- 
vants. 

Upon entering the house I met Emily, who entreated 
me to leave Portsmouth immediately. In vain did I 
importune her to take some nourishment first. She peremp- 
torily refused and got into the chaise. I then went to the 
bar to ask what was to pay, and was told the lady had 
already paid the bUl and for the horses to Petersfield. 1 
therefore took my seat- by her, and we drove off. 

I felt somewhat surprized that, though indifferent about 
herself, Emily had not showed more attention towards me 
by at least asking whether I chose to eat or drink previous 
to leaving Portsmouth, as I had touched nothing since 
breakfast. I, however, kept my feelings on that score to 
myself, but remonstrated against her hasty return as likely 
to affect her health from over-fatigue and anxiety, upon 
which she assured me she often had travelled six-and- 
thirty hours without taking any food, and that she coidd 
not bring herself to stay at a place where she had received 
so bitter a disappointment. She told me she had not closed 
her eyes, and feigned sleep supposing I should then walk 
. out ; that the moment I was gone she rose, paid the trifie 
that was due and ordered horses. Taking out my purse, 
I desired to know how much the expence amounted to so 
far, that I might reimburse her, an offer that greatly offended 
her, she saying that when she urged me to sacrifice my time 
and my own plans to accompany her, she had no idea of 
taxing me also with the expence, nor would she hear of it. 

Observing the post-boys drove immoderately fast, I was 
about to call to them, which Emily begged I would not, 

_ and said that being anxious to get back to London, she had 
promised them a crown each if they went to 'Petersfield in 
two hours, which they did (notwithstanding some long and 
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When leaving Kingston I observed it would not be possible 
for the servants to keep on at the rate we were going, as they 
must knock up from fatigue, to which she reph'ed, “Not 
they indeed, wore it ten times the distance. Eighteen 
montlu ago they followed me to Holyhead when I was going 
to Ireland with Warren, who, by the by, I did not treat 
well, for I loft him who was as liberal as man could be, and 
adored me, to go to Robert whom I adored and still d/o adore / “ 
Wo got to Guildford by half-past seven, breakfasted, and 
at eight wont on to Godaiming, then to Liphook and from 
thence to Petersflold. Whilst changing horses at the latter 
place Emily alighted, and, during her absence, the landlord 
said, “ A glorious wind, sir, for the fleet.” I asked what 
fleet ho meant, to which ho replied, “ The East and West 
India, which sailod last night at ten o’clock.” I directly 
mentioned this to Emily, who would not give credit to it. 
The landlord assured me an express had stopped at his house 
that morning at seven, going up to the India House with 
an account of the whole fleet being clear out at sea, with 
a fine breeze at north-north-east. Still Emily would not 
believe what she hoped was not true, so on wo went to 
Portsmouth, which we reached at two in the afternoon. 

The master of the George Izm coming to the door upon 
our driving up to it, Emily eagerly asked, “ Are the India 
ships gone ? ” To which the host answered, “ Yes, ma’am, 
they sailed lost night.” Poor Emily burst into tears, and 
I apprehended would have fainted. I made them cany her 
into the house and lay her upon a bed. After a long flt of 
tears, I prevailed on her to drink some warm wine and lie 
BtiU for a few hours. Like an infant she cried herself to 
sleep, 08 I thought, when I walked to the seaside, leaving 
a female servant to watch by her bedside. 

Upon the beach I saw the two servants amusing them- 
selves amongst the boat people, apparently as much at 
their ease as if they had only taken a morning’s airing in 
Hyde Park. I asked them if they were not tired, when the 
lad sharply answered, “ Tired, sir I with what ? Wo have 
only rode seventy-four miles.” “Well, my fine fellow,” 
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enid I, “ and if occasion required it could you sot off for 
London again to-day ? ” “ Ayo surely, sir,” said both in 
a breath. A waiter of tho inn that moment came up to 
say tho lady wanted mo, whereupon I walked back to tho 
" George,” at tho door of which stood Emily’s choiso with 
four horses to it, and saddle horses ready for tho two sor- 
vants. 

Upon entoring tho house I mot Emily, who entreated 
mo to leave Portsmouth immediately. In vain did I 
imporluno her to take some nourishment first. Sho poremp- 
toril}' refused and got into tho chaise. I then wont to the 
bar to ask what was to pay, and was told tho lady had 
already paid tho bUl and for tho horses to Potorsfield. I 
therefore took my seat by her, and wo drove off. 

I folt somewhat surprized that, though indifferent about 
horsolf, Emily had not showed more attention towards me 
by at least asking whether I chose to cat or drink previous 
to leaving Portsmouth, os I had touched nothing since 
breakfast. I, howover, kept my fcolings on that score to 
myself, but remonstrated against her hasty return as likely 
to affect hor health from over-fatiguo and anxiety, upon 
which she assured me sho often had travelled six-and- 
thirty hours without taking any food, and that she could 
not bring horsolf to stay at a place where she had received 
so bitter a disappointment. She told me she had not closed 
hor eyes, and feigned sleep supposing I should then walk 
out ; that the moment I was gone she rose, paid the trifle 
that was duo and ordered horses. Taking out my purse, 
I desired to know how much tho expence amounted to so 
far, that I might reimburse her, an offer that greatly offended 
her, she saying that when she urged me to sacrifice my time 
and my own plans to accompany her, she had no idea of 
taxing me also with the expence, nor would she hear of it. 

Observing the post-boys drove immoderately fast, I was 
about to call to them, which Emily begged I wordd not, 

. and said that being anxious to get back to London, she had 
promised them a crown each if they went to Petersficld in 
two homrs, which they did (notwithstanding some long and 
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st^p hin=) in trreiitv minutes less than, the time stipulated. 
"We Mcut- at such a rate that the servants vrith diScultv 
hept- up. 

Emflv being verv low-spirited, I endeavoured to engage 
her in conversation bv ashing whv she had not gone to 
Portsmouth with Eobert, to which she replied, “ I would 
have given the world to have done so, but one of bis sisters, 
her husband, and two children going with Mm made it 
impossible ” : she added that thev onlv left him the morn- 
ing he wrote to beg she and 1 would come down, “ And 
now, prav let me ask von, my dear friend, whether you are 
of the chameleon kind and can live uuon air ? ” accom- 
panying her qnestion by puffing out a drawer below the 
seat, in wMch was a nice-looking roast chicken, cold tongne, 
sandwich^ of barri and beer, a bottle of madeira, with 
glases and aH the etceteras. These th in gs the kind gid 
had procured- at the “ George ” in the short time I was 
absent. Being really very hungry, I eat voraciously, but 
could not pieva£ opon her to touch anything except a 
crust of the roIL 

At Guildford, while changing horses, I compeHed Emily 
to drink a dish of strong coSee and take some toast with it, 
after wMch we continued our progress, arriving in Cork 
Street about t w el ve at night, having thus travelled a 
distance of one hundred and forty miles in nineteen hours. 

I found a note from my brother requesting me to come 
immediately home. Pearing something had happened to 
my father, I instant^ walked to St. AThs-ng Street, where 
I had the happiness to leam from the servant that letters 
had arrived from hTm in Paris that morning and that he was 
perfect^ welL I then went into the dining-room, where 
a large party were sj tti i-g after snpper. This party soon 
breaking up, uy brother asked whether I was indebted to 
any person who was likply to molest me. I assured him I 
was not. He ^en told me a man of “very su^idous appear- 
ance had been four diferent dmes enqniEing for me ; that 
he (my brother) had sain he could do anything that was 
necessary on my behalf, hut the mR-n replied that would not 
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rfn nr.'i Kr- rr, »r^ jr.n. Hr> ‘.vnuld not toll wlint liin 
b;:rit;r:s, \rrif «n!l;f-;l nwny, tlio In/t tiiiv’ innttorinf; to 
hirr.r-rlf. " Jty (Jfl. I'll voti," 

Trx’jn jny I'rxithrrV d^-crlpttoJj of tbr j>rrr<>n I coneoircd 
it rniijh*. 1*0 /idcc-rl; in'"'. ;»rrivr><i from Holland, n>t lip wan to 
Irr.Yr A:::f tordnm in n Psii-^h ^-rr-M Inmnd to I/ondon four 
or r>v<* «r.yt fiftor I cjni'.toci that jilnpo, htwinp tlio rent of my 
h.'.pi-.'.pf’ nndrr lii^ c.irv-. My mnjrrHirv* proved ripht. The 
nrxt m< rjiinp Adr'-rl; wro o! the d<Kir iK-fom I hnd left 
KmllyV^ r.nd rr*! il'i-.vn in the hall until I ratne home. Uj>on 
my fohii.p the rrr..f.fin <,f hjft Jvinp ro imjvrtin'iit nnd re- 
fmii'.p u* tell hi* r.ame or htt'-iner', he tioid Mr. Wilhinnon 
eriutit :;pd him J:o'. to do eo until he had jrv n me, nnd a.'; to 
l>rij;e tincivjl to my brother he did not hnow him, nnd the 

hov Ntihoh told him l;e ‘.va-i onlv n rh-rh. He mid even*- 

• • • 

tlsijip iK-lenpitif to me wft/ rtifr, Inyinp in n bo.at nl Hunper- 
fori J''t:iir', hut that pr-itinp them over hnd cord nn onnrmou.H 
dr.'ll ti{ money. I'pcjii hii pn>duriiip hln nccount, I found he 
h.'id eijt ndetl ftlfopether forty-f ix potituL'; nterlinp, five-.-ind- 
ihitiy of «hich Mr. Wilkinson hnd ndvnnced. 1 tli‘'p.atched 
my fnihrrV irrvnntf uitU a enrt, nnd in nn hour nfterwnrd.'i 
fill my h.'ipt’.'ipe wna in the houre. 

.Mr. \Vill;in*-()n wrofo me thnt the dny nfter I left him 
n Dutch friend of hin rnlled nt hin ofiico to md: if ho hnd 
nnytliinp he wnnlefl conveyed to ICnplnnd privnlely, n.s ho 
had nn ojiport unity of doinp it with fioourity nnd would 
umleriahe the}’ riliotdd he Innded in tho Thnme,a nbovc 
lyotidun Ilridpe ; thnt he hnd cIo;-cd with (ho iicraon nnd, 
ns he conceived, on modernU* (erm.s, tho whole being under 
fifty poundf*, wlierens bnd ono of tho UHiinl ontugglcm boon 
employed it would Imvc cont double that Hum. Thufl woo 
I enabled to deliver to tho BaroncfiB Nolkon and many othcra 
the parceli) I brought from India for (hem, nnd thnt freo of 
every expenRC, an I tliouglit it would not bo bandsomo to 
make thorn pay a proportion of what I expended. 

Having unpacked my trunlcs, I displayed all my fine 
clothes to my sisters, but os Lovelace’s B{>coch bnd made 
a gn-nt impression upon mo, and I did not like tho thoughts 



260 MEMOIRS OP WILLIAM HICKEY 

of being mistaken for a trumpeler, I resolved to get rid of 
the stock. I therefore applied to onr old servant, Mary 
Jones, who had been in the family prior to my birth, desiring 
she would obtain the best price she could for them. I, how- 
ever, retained a fidl-suit of beautiful velvet of four colours, 
which I knew must always be in fashion, and two others of 
those least ornamented with lace. The rest were carried 
oS the same moming by a Monmouth Street salesman, who 
paid me forty-seven guineas for what had, I suppose, cost 
me seven times that sum, and most of them were nearly 
new. 



CHAPTER XX 


MORE LONDON DAYS 

I NOW wroto to my father, at Paria, to announce my 
arriral and the busincsB^that brought mo, upon the eubjcot 
of which I ombolllBhcd a little, taking epccial care also to 
asBuro him I came with ample funda for the time I should 
remain in England. I had just finished and dispatched my 
letter when Emily sent her via-i-vis for my ubo, stepping 
into which I went to a tailor named Knill, to whom I 
had been recommended as a fit person to equip mo comtne 
il faul. 

He advised my having a dark green with gold binding, 
dark browm with the same, a plain blue, and for half drcBS 
a Bon do Paris with gold frogs, all which bo spoke of os being 
much worn and of the highest ton. I bespoke the four suits 
accordingly. My next calls were at Bymer’s for boots, 
Wagner for hats, and Williams of Bond Street for leather 
breeches. In three days I was to come forth a proper 
“ Bond Street lounger,” a description of person then just 
soming into~voguo. The rest of the morning was filled 
up in visits to my friends. 

During this round my vis-k-vis was stopped several times 
by fashionable people who, knowing the carriage and 
liveries, hallocid to the coachman, to draw to the side, 
concluding the much-admired Emily was within, instead of 
which they found an ugly male stranger. Amongst these 
disappointed heroes were His Grace of Queonsborry, Lord 
Carlisle, Charles Wyndham, Harry Gre^^o, and Colonel 
Fitzpatrick, against each of whom my fair friend after- 
wards had a hearty laugh. 
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Having promised to dine in Cork Street, I drove there and 
found Nabob already hoiised and quite at home, Emily 
having taken a great liking to him. Indeed, he 'vros a little 
pot vith all the ladies, being an interesting-looking hand- 
some boy. I dressed him, too, very smart as a Hussar. As 
a servant he was not of the least use to mo. 

There came to dine with Emily, Harriet Powell, an old 
flame of mine, who had been a eontemporaiy of Emily’s 
at Charlotte Hayes’s, and they had eontinued uninterrupted 
friends thenoeforward. Powell was in high keeping, and 
drove to the door in an elegant ohariot of her own. The 
fourth of the party was a gentleman dressed in the very 
extremity of the fashion, having a valuable diamond ring 
upon one of his fingers. He also arrived in his own carriage, 
and was introduced to me by the name of “Moimt.” I 
afterwards foimd liim'to be the only son of the great stationer 
upon. Tower HiU, under the firm of Mount and Page. His 
father, being immensely rich, allowed this young coxcomb 
to squander what he pleased. I soon discovered Mr. Mount 
was no small favourite of Emily’s. The dinner and wines 
being of the best, and Mr. Mount no flinohor at the glass, 
by seven o’clock we had disposed of a tolerable quantity 
of champagne. We therefore adjourned to the play-house, 
going in Harriet Powell’s carriage and returning in the same 
to supper. 

At a late hour wo broke up, and I was preparing to go 
homo when Emily said she must speak to me. Mr. Mount 
at that moment ^w her aside, when a whispering conversa- 
tion took place between them. He seemed angiy. In a few 
minutes she wished him good night and, coming up to me, 
said, “ I have so much to say to you we must not part yet.” 
She then led me, not to the chamber I had before slept in, but 
to herownroom,wherol passed a night thatmany would have 
given thousands to do. 

Altliough to look upon Emily was to look upon per- 
fection as far as figxue and features went, yet my continued 
intimate acquaintance with her convinced mo that she 
was totally void of feeling, and was indeed cold as ice. 



THE CHARACTER OF E^^LY 
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Not\Tiihstnncling (his I bcliovo sho wns sincerely attached 
to Pott, loving him os much as sho was capable of loving 
anyone. I also believe that her portiality to mo rose entirely 
from her knowing the affectionate regard ho entertained for 
me. Of a common failing of her sox sho possessed a largo 
portion, that is, love of admiration and flattery. Sho was, 
too, with all her personal accomplishments, vain, weak, ex- 
travogant, and ignorant. As to the latter, that is not extra- 
ordinory her life and origin considered. Charlotte Hayes mot 
her in the streets of London when not quite twelve years of 
age leading her father, a blind beggar, about, soliciting charity 
from overj' person that passed. Struck mth tho uncommon 
beauty of the child’s countenance, sho set her myrmidons 
to work and, without difficulty, soon got her into her 
clutches. Tho young beggar proved an apt scholar, so far 
os walking and common address went. Sho could neither 
read nor write, though by no means dofleient or awkward 
in conversation, nor do I recollect over to have heard her 
make uso of a vulgarism or a phrase that could mark her 
illiteratencss. I had boon acquainted with hor some time 
before I discovered tho deficiency. True, I often observed 
that upon hor receiving a letter or note in my presence she 
always left tho room. I had frequently written to and 
received answers from her, but never saw a book in her hand 
or in tho house. At last I asked tho meaning of this, when 
she candidly declared her ignorance. Upon expressing my 
surprize thereat she said sho bad never had time to attend 
to learning, nor been connected with any person sufficiently 
interested about her to induce the acquirements of reading 
and writing until sho went to Bob Pott, who intended to 
have been her instructor himself on the psssage to India, 
but imfortunately ho failed in his endeavours to get her on 
board ship. This discovery, mortifying as it was to her 
vanity, was attended mth some advantages as, instead 
of running upon every occasion to her cook, her long- 
established amanuensis and secretary, I often officiated in 
reading and answering her billets-doux, by which means I 
discovered her incontinence, and that attachment to her 
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Kupplicd with horpcflcnh ntul fioncrnlly roclo two or three 
houni everj' dev. 

On the Sth I dined npnin in Cork Street. Atnipht Emily 
convoyed me to Vnuxhell, phe linvinj: heard rno pnj' 1 was 
fond of that entertainment, meetinp reveral acquaintances 
there of both Hexe.s. We formed a large party at supper, 
having French horns and clarionets plaj'iiig to us until near 
three in the morning and drinking hunit. chnmpagno the 
whole time. About that hour we drove homo. 

The follon-ing morning after breakfast Emily took mo 
in her carriago to view the various scenes of desolation and 
enormity committed by the rioters ; dreadful and shocking 
to behold thoj* were. Wo first drove to tho niins of Lang- 
ton’s distillery in Holbom, then to that of tho Fleet 
prison and Newgate, tho toll bouses on Blaokfriars Bridge, 
proceeding to tho ICing’s Bench in St. George’s Fields. 
The city and suburbs were still filled with tho military, 
regular guards continuing to bo mounted daily at the . 
Bank, St. Paul’s, tho Old Bailey, and several other 
public buildings. There were several largo encampments 
in and about London ; one in St. James’s Park, another in 
Hydo Park, a third in the gardens of tho Musoum, and a 
fourth in St. George’s Fields. While looking on and ex- 
pressing my Burprizo that such excesses could have been 
committed in the very heart of tho metropolis, the eoach- 
man, who had witnessed some of tho outrages, assured mo 
that at tho oommoneemont nono were engaged in it but a 
parcel of tho most abandoned women and boys of from ten 
to fifteen years old, and, ho was eonvinced, twenty resolute 
men might have dispersed tho wholo, biit ovoryono seemed 
helpless and inaetive, from which, and the mob finding 
themselves unopposed, their numbers aceumulated, being 
joined by piekpoekets, horse-breakers, and thieves of every 
deseription. Ho told me that at midnight of the 6th of 
Jimo he eounted no less than eleven dreadful eonfiagra- 
tionSj.all raging with tho utmost fury at ono and the same 
time. 

This most extraordinary event which struck the inhabi- 

li 



266 SIEiromS OF mLLTASr HICKEY - 

tants of London Tritti horror and dismay originated in the 
fanaticism, or perhaps it -srotild he more candid, and nearer 
the truth, to say, in the insanity of Lord George Gordon, 
son to the Duhe of Gordon, and -with irhom I Tras upon the 
escnrsion I have related from Mr. Cane’s to France and 
other parts in the year 1776, at vrhich time he yras a reason- 
able and elegant young man. 

On the 10th my brother and self Trent to dine Tvith the 
kind-hearted Mr. Holt at Camberwell, where we were 
received and entertained by hiTn and his good lady with the 
utmost hospitality- The party consisted of Lord Lough- 
borough, the Chairman and Deputy of the Court of Direc- 
tors, Sir George Colebrooke, Sir James Cockbum, and other 
men of rank and consequence in the City. We continued 
with biTTi until a very late hour, and even then were obliged 
to steal away so unwilling was he to part with us. 

About the middle of the month my father returned from 
Paris, when I had the happiness to see him looking quite 
as stout and well as when I left him in 1777. A few days 
after his return, while walking with him towards Fozard’s, 
I was surprized at meeting Commodore Eichardson, whom 
I left commanding the Bengal Marine. He told me he 
reached London only the evening before from Plymouth, 
at which place he had been landed from the ship that brought 
him home, and he said he was then going in search of me. 
My father invited hiTn to a femily dinner that day, which 
he accepted with apparent gratification. We talked over 
many circumstances that had occurred on the banks of the 
Ganges. From hTm I learnt that Major Walter Bourke had 
come home in the same ship with him and was very desirous 
of seeing me. 

The Commodore, in the course of conversation, observed 
he was at a loss to decide in which countrv he should settle, 
Endand or Ireland, and that he intended visiting the latter 
soon. He then said to me, “ I wish you, who I have so often 
heard express a desire to see that Island, would accompany 
me. Since we met this morning I went into a stable-yard, 
upon the door of which was a printed notification of a 



PLAN TO VISIT IRELAND 267 

nearly noAv and fasliionable post-chaise, with a pair of 
able horses, to be sold by auction that morning. Five 
minutes after I entered the lot wn.s knocked down to me 
at two hundred and fiflj' guineas, and I was driven to in}' 
lodgings in the new purchase. plan now is to buy a 
couplo of common road horses for myself and servant, and 
thus to travel leisurely and by ea.*!}' stages to Holyhead, 
cro-ss to Dublin, and after passing n month, or at most six 
weeks, among relations and friends in Ireland, return to 
London.” 

This scheme I mightily approved, but was afraid the busi- 
ness of the petition I brought homo might interfere ; 1 
said that if that were not in the way I certainly would join 
him. My father thereupon observed nothing could bo done 
until Parliament met, which would not be earlier than 
November, and as ho approved of my visiting the sister 
Idngdom, where many of his family lived w'ho would rejoice 
to SCO me, I accepted the Commodore’s offer. We there- 
upon agreed each to dispatch a trunk of clothes by the 
waggon, and I ordered my valet, Freskini, to hold himself 
in readiness to move with my horses. Upon mentioning 
my intended expedition to Emily, she expressed an 
earnest desire to bo of the party, which I told her I 
had no doubt my 'travelling companion would willingly 
accede to. 

A week after this Adcock called to say ho hcardr I was 
going abroad, and hoped I would previous to so doing settle 
ndth him. As I conceived he meant payment for acting as 
steward of the ship from the Capo, although I knew Captain 
Paardakoper had liberally rewarded him, I presented him 
with a bank-note for twenty-five pounds, which he thank- 
fully accepted, but said the settlement he wanted was of 
Mr. Paterson’s money, the sum being of great consequence 
to him. To this 1 replied that my father, to whom 
I had spoken on the subject, bad promised to speak to 
Lady Strathmore and persuade her to pay what was due. 
Whereupon Adcock departed, as I supposed, perfectly 
satisfied. 
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tho cLrcumstanco to me, Bftj'ing ho felt awlcward about you, 
and must make tho best excuse ho could.” My blood boiled 
with anger upon receiving this information. 

Having got Richardson's direction from Major Bourkc, 
I WTOto to him to lament I had ever been acquainted with 
so despicable and deliberate a liar, declaring I would pro- 
claim him such wherever I heard his name mentioned. I 
hod reason to know my letter reached him, yet, not^vitb 
standing his bearing a commission as lieutenant in tho 
Royal Navy, and being a commodore of a squadron of 
fighting ships belonging te tho East India Company, ho 
never took tho least notico of tho language in which I had 
written to him. I was tho more hurt at this duplicity of his 
from my sister having w*ritten to sovcral friends in Ireland 
to prepare them for my visit. 

Emily offered, and indeed pressed mo, to sot off with her, 
saying sho w’ould answer for it wo reached Dublin before 
my blackguard India friend. Inclination would have led 
mo to comply, but a moment’s reflection convinced mo of tho 
impropriety of such a step, for how could I appear in tho 
midst of my father’s family and connections accompanied 
by a woman of Emily’s character, and that, too, in Dublin, 
whero sho was as well known os in London ? I therefore 
put a determined negative upon it. Thus ended my medi- 
tated excursion to Ireland, and I have never visited that 
country. 

As I was returning one day from tho City in Emily’s 
vis-a-vis I saw my old Plasscy shipmate; Sam Rogers, in 
tho midst of a crowd collected in Cheapsido. I stopped the 
carriage and called to him, whereupon ho came up and w'as 
greatly surprized at seeing mo whom ho supposed to be in 
Bengal. We w’cre mutually gratifled at the meeting, having 
a sincere regard for each other. Ho told mo he was on his 
way to Camberw’oll, where ho lived with an uncle, and had 
stopped in tho street to look at a boxing match between a 
hackney coachman and a carman ; that he had only been 
in England a fortnight, the Frenchmen that took his ship 
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(the OaterJey) having detained him a prisoner at the Manri- 
tins, thongh they released Ghatfield, his chief mate, a few 
days after reaching the Island, becanse, forsooth, they 
discovered that he was a freemason ! “ And so,” continued 
he, “ finding some use in being a brother, 1 r^olved when 
I got home to be made, as they call it, and am at this time 
one of the elect.” He then, with his usual oath, swore that 
having thus unexpectedly met, he would not part so soon, 
but would bilk the old codgers and their fat ribs of Cam- 
berwell by dining with me at some coffee-house. This I 
could not refuse, though engaged to a pleasure party at 
Emily’s. I therefore ordered the coachman to drive to the 
Bedford. 

From the Bedford I sent the carriage home with a note 
to inform Emily of what had happened to prevent my 
coming to her. Sam insisted upon my ordering dinner, 
and he was sure then of having a good one. I did my best. 
Whilst waiting for its dressing, I saw Emily drive up to 
the piazza, and going to her, she said, “ Very pretty this, 
Mr. William. Do you think to deceive me with your old 
shipmate and your Sam Rogers’s ? Believe me it won’t 
pass, so come along this moment, get into the carriage.” 
I urged the impossibility of leaving my &iend, and sending 
for him to the carriage door, I introduced him to Emily, who 
laughingly said, “ I really thought you was deceiving me and 
was at your tricks, but as that is not the case, you must 
both come in. I can sit on your knee, William.” Rogers, 
however, could not be persuaded, pleading deshabille, long 
beard, dirty shirt, &c. Emily, finding him determined, was 
obliged to leave us to our fate, unwillingly driving away 
alone. 

Rogers informed me that his uncle and other friends had 
sent in proposals to the Court of Directors to build another 
ship in the place of the Osferley, which had been accepted, 
and the keel was to be laid immediateh'. At nine at night 
he set off for Camberwell and I to Cork Street. 

The next day, being in the City, I heard of the ship 
General Barker's arrival, with Sir Thomas Rumbold and 
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Jiavo known liim by the description, which was not in the 
least exaggerated. I had, however, that morning been 
informed of his arrival and that ho had come from Bengal 
in the same ship with Mr. Francis, Mr. Harwood, and my 
respected friend, Mr. Tilghman. 

Seeing by his card that Mr. Lacam lived in C^cil Street, 
I directly went to his house, and arrived there before he had 
recovered from the fatigue of his unsuccessful attempt to 
sec mo in St. Albans Street. I found him looking wretchedly 
ill. He told me he had recently been at death’s door, ex- 
pecting daily to die during the voyage from India ; that 
at the time the ship arrived off Dover his dissolution was 
hourly predicted, and he felt sure he owed his existence 
to the extraordinary attention and unceasing kindness of 
Mr. Harwood. 

After tormenting me for an hour with his hackneyed sub- 
ject, “ New Harbour,” Mr. Lacam asked whether Captain 
Heniy Mordaunt, of the Bengal military establishment, 
who came to Europe in the same ship with him, and who 
had been making earnest enquiries for me, had yet found 
me. Before I could answer the question, the very person 
was announced. He entered the room with, his usual 
scowling countenance, but for a minute smiled and shook 
mo by the hand with apparent cordiality. He then began 
damning the climate, the brutality of the common people, 
and the general stupidity of London, cursing his own folly 
for being such a blockhead, such an inveterate ass as to 
quit the paradise of Hindustan to visit the sink of every- 
thing despicable by comparison, England, a country no 
man who had ever enjoyed the blessings and comforts of 
India could feel comfortable in. As I saw that his cynical 
discontent and snarling annoyed Mr. Lacam I proposed 
a walk, to which Mordaunt agreed, and we set out to visit 
Mr. Francis in Upper Harley Street. 

Upon getting to Mr. Francis’s house, wo were shown into the 
drawing-room, where Mrs. Francis with two fine-looking girls 
her daughters, were sitting. In a few minutes Mr. Francis 
came in and was very courteous, making some civil speeches 
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to me. lie Hhc Monlnunt, nhuse<l (he clininto os being 
far inferior to (hat of llengal. This I tliouglit- oxtra- 
ordinarj* in him who had been fo Bhort a time abroad. He 
particularly complained of the clo.'-cne.cs of (he rooms in 
Ixindon, the oppresy^ive heat- of which he said almost suffo- 
cated him. Ho invited Mordnunt and rnypelf to dinner, 
good-humouredly paying ho wished me to come (hat day 
becau-Fo Tilghman, whom he knew I had a regard for, was 
to be with him. I acrepted the invitation, and was rejoiced 
to Fee my Fhipmate looking remarkably well. He told me 
his inducement for visiting England was to endeavour to 
get into (ho Company’s Civil Service in Bengal, which 
if he succeeded in doing he should immediately return to 
India and re.sumo his situation at the Bar of the Supremo 
Court-, ns his ultimate object was the appointment of 
Advocate-General. 

At night, Tilghman, Hordaiint, and myself wont to Vaux- 
hall, on the way to which (he 5 ’gnvo mo the particxdars of the 
duel that took place a few months before in Bengal between 
Mr. Hastings, Govcrnor-Gcnornl, and Mr. Francis, which 
ended without bloodshed. It originated in party disson- 
sions in Council, those gentlemen always violently opposing 
and abusing each other. 

IVherovor I went into public Mordnunt fastened upon and 
stuck clo.so to mo, always gnimbling and snarling, and always 
excessively disagreeable, yet I know not how to shako him 
off without absolute rudeness. As his constant theme w’as 
the stupiditj’ of England, wishing ho had never come near 
so horrid a country but remained in India, I endeavoured 
to console him by observing that ho would bo better pleased 
and in bettor humour after ho had made some acquaintances 
with both sexes, as at present ho know scarcely anybody 
Besides, London was ahrays thin of company and barren ot 
amusement at that season of the year. I likewise observed 
that the absence of his brother. Lord Peterborough, who 
was upon the Continent, w’as an unfortunate circumstance, 
os had ho been upon the spot ho would have introduced him 
to his numerous friends. To these attempts of mine to put 
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him in good-humour he sulldly damned London and every- 
tliing appertaining to it, and said that it was impossible 
anything could ever make him change his opinion respecting 
it, and was there a ship to sail the following day ho would 
gladly embark on her for Bengal in preference to Staying 
anotW hour in such a sink of gloom and dullness. 

Not having seen Emily for two days, I went to dine there, 
and in the evening accompanied her to Colman’s theatre, 
where Mordaunt spying me was soon at my side, nor could 
I got rid of him during the whole play. Indeed, when the 
entertainment was over he made a hold push to he invited to 
supper with us, which I was determined he should not he, 
and whispered Emily not to ask him. I at lost prevailed 
on him to leave us upon a promise that I would next day 
introduce him at a house of fashionable resort where ho 
would find a choice of beautiful girls and might pass his 
leisure hours agreeably. I accordingly colled upon him at 
his mother’s. Lady Peterborough, in Doan Street, Soho, 
from whence I took him first to Mrs. Weston’s famous 
receptacle in Berkeley Row, where having introduced 
him to the Lady Abbess and her Nuns / we next visited 
Mrs. Kelly and her bevy of beauties in Arlington Street. 
Here even the cynical Mordaunt was obliged to confess the 
women were lovely, and ho made some efforts to say civil 
things to the girls, but his common address and manner 
was so morose and so unpleasant that the Cyprian lasses 
soon distinguished him by the appellation of the “ Surly 
Nabob.” 

. Mr. Strange called in St. Albans Street to inform mo of 
a serious misfortune that had happened. This was the 
total loss of the ship, General Barker, in which ho had re- 
turned from Madras, an account having just reached the 
India House of her liaving been blown from her anchors in 
the Downs during a heavy gale of wind in which she had 
drifted over to the const of Holland, and was there wrecked, 
going entirely to pieces in two liours after she first struck, 
many of her crew being drowned, the rest saved by the 
extraordinary exertions of the Dutch pilots. Mr Strange 
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told me lie lifid lost evcrytlnng, his clothes of oveiy sort and 
a large quantity of shawls, kincobs, and muslins that cost 
him some thousands of pounds. I consoled him at his 
having left the ship previous to the accident, which I under- 
stood some of the passengers had not done. 

My father took a great liking to little Nabob, and, per- 
ceiving that he was of no use to me, he proposed sending 
him to school to be taught reading and writing, which ho 
did, the boy making a rapid progress in both. At tho ond 
of a few months ho expressed a great desire to become a 
Christian. I therefore, after ho was duly instructed, caused 
him to be baptized at St. James's Church. 



CHAPTER XXI 


MARGATE, LONDON, AND DRAYTON 

I T now drawing towards the end of the month, London 
being both hot and dull, my brother ashed me to make an 
ezcurdon with him to one of the watering-places, to which 
I agreed, observing, however, it could not be until subse* 
qnent to the 28th, for which day I had invited a party to 
dinner at the Royal Hotel in Pall ZJall. We accordingly 
met there, fifteen in number, the company consisting of 
Major Bourke, Mr. Touchet, Mx. Archibald Pazton, the 
snarler, Mordaunt, LIr. Strange, his brother. Sir Thomas 
Strange, afterwards Chief Justice at hladras. Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, Mr. Elphinstone, the India Director, Mr. Dallas, 
now Chief Justice of Chester, Mr. Holt, Sir. Wilberforce 
Bird, Messieurs William and Richard Burke, my brother, 
and myself. The master of the house furnished an admir- 
able ^ner and all the wines were of the best, nor did we 
spare them, some of the set remaining at the bottle until 
four in the morning. 

My brother and I had arranged everything for going to 
Margate on the 29th, but the overdose of champagne 
rendered me totally incapable of moving. I was half dead 
with headache and sickness at the stomach. This dinner 
cost me rather more than forty pounds. 

On the 30th, being somewhat recovered from my debauch, 
we set ofi after breakfast for Margate, which we reached 
the same evening, driving to Mitchiner’s, where we each 
got an ercellent bedchamber and a very good sitting-room 
commanding a full 'riew of the pier and roads with the shi- 
ning passing up and down. As I had previously dispatched 
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Froskini with my horses, wo rodo every morning to Dan- 
delion, Ramsgate, Dover, the Reculvers, and all the different 
charming rides with which the Isle of Thanet abounds. 
The rest of the morning we passed in lounging from library 
to library, billiard-table, and public rooms, in the evening 
the subscription assemblies, coffee-rooms, and theatre, the 
latter having a very tolerable set of actors, who were con- 
stantly repaid for their exertions to please by crowded 
audiences. 

At Margate I first became acquainted with Mr. Metcalfe, 
then a Captain, or young Major, in the East India Com- 
pany’s service, since become (especially in his own estima- 
tion) a prodigious great man, having for several years been 
a baronet, an M.P., and an India director. There I also 
first know a Mr. Anderson, f the Dragoons, a rattling 
pleasant fellow, and ■with thes two gentlemen my brother 
and I spent much of our time. 

After we had been at Margate a fortnight, Mr. William 
Burke arrived, in order to cross from thence 'to Ostend on 
his way to India overland. Ho was accompanied by 
Mr. Richard Burke, junior, who had come to see the last of 
bis friend on British ground. Hearing wo were in the house, 
they joined us and we agreed to mess together during 
Mr. Burke’s stay, which would only be until a packet sailed 
for the French coast. Mr. Burke had come from Madras 
as the agent of the Rajah of Travancore, to endeavour to 
procure redress of grievances the Rajah suffered under, 
and, having proved successful, was now returning with the 
■ gratifying nows to Travancore. 

While wo were sitting at the ■window in momentary 
expectation of dinner being announced, a smart landau ■with 
four post-horses, drove up to the door, which Mr. Bimke 
immediately observed oontained two lovely girls, with 
an old woman, and a child of twelve or thirteen, he 
having seen them changing horses at Canterbury. Upon 
their, alighting, I saw it was my Arlington Street friend, 

• Mrs. Kelly, and two of her nymphs. I therefore ran do'wn 
to speak to them. Whilst so doing Mr. Burke joined us. 
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and calling mo aside he desired 1 would ask them to dine 
with us, a desire that somewhat siurprized me, as 1 imagined 
he would cautiously have avoided introducing such person- 
ages to his young friend, Richard, at that time a steady, 
reserved lad. As, however, I felt that was no business 
of mine I obeyed his wish and gave the invitation, which 
the old lady most graciously and willingly accepted. 

Upon joining us Mrs. Kelly became very communicative, 
telling us she was on her way to Ostend to place her daughter 
(the yoimgest girl) in a convent there fcr education, and 
that the other two ladies had kindly consented to bear her 
company to France and back again. Upon enquiring of 
Mtchiner, we learned that an Ostend packet would sail at 
seven o’clock the following morning, that being the hour 
of high water. Mr. Burke and the ladies sent instantly to 
take a passage and secure the best cabins. 

At and after dinner our whole party made rather too free 
with the champagne, the effects of which were particularly 
conspicuous in my brother, for the wine being in and the 
wits out he was easily persuaded to consent to escort the 
ladies across the Channel and back, a piece of gallantry I 
most positively refused to accede to, protesting a voyage 
of nearly eighteen months had quite satisfied me, and 1 
certainly would have no more to do with salt water until 
returning to India. The ^Is, however, ceased not to hn- 
portuno me, declaring 1 must and should go, and that they 
would pull me out of bed and forcibly convey me on board. 
My brother was so drunk that at ten o’clock we were obliged 
to have him carried to bed. 

Before five o’clock in the mormng one of the frail sisters 
bounced into my room, awakening me out of a sound sleep, 
crying out that I must rise directly, the rest being nearly 
ready and my brother quite so. I renewed my assurances 
that my movement should not extend beyond the pier- 
head, to which I would go and see then set sail. I accord- 
ingly dressed, and going downstairs found my friends over 
an early breakfast. 

My brother had no recollection of the engagement he had 
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entered into the preceding night, but seemed not unwilling 
to fulfil it until he found me resolved not to make one, 
■whereupon he likewise declined, joining, however, in the 
general upbroidings of mo for my Ul-nature, though he after- 
wards expressed his satisfaeiion at my having prevented his 
taking the cruise. Mr. Burke complained of the wine 
having heated him. He appeared low and dejected, I be- 
lieve solely from being so soon to part from his favourite. 
Bichard. At half-past seven they cast off their fastenings 
to the shore, in a few minutes after which they were fairly 
out at sea, and in little more than an hour were hull down 
r unnin g at a great rate before a strong southerly 'wind. 
Upon their departure kir. Bichard Burke, junior, got into 
a post-chaise and set off for London. 

By noon my new acquaintances, Metcalfe, Anderson, 
and half a dozen fashionable coxcombs were with my brother 
and myself, making earnest enquiries after the divine girls 
they understood had arrived the evening before, seeming 
grievously disappointed when 'told the objects of their ■visit 
were by that time half seas over on their way to Ostend. 
I could not help giving Metcalfe a -wipe for this lamentation, 
observing I should have thought he had enough to attend 
to at home. He at that time was the professed keeper of 
Mrs. Cuyler, a woman without pretension to maimers or 
beauty of face or person, and only an under-strapper upon 
the stage of one of the London theatres. With this woman, 
however, such as she was, Mr. Metcalfe appeared to be 
deeply enamoured, nightly exhibiting himself by her side 
in the front row of a balcony box. 

In the middle of August a report became current that 
our outward bound fleet of East and West Indiamen had 
fallen in ■with a squadron of French and Spanish ships of 
war, and that a great number were captured, but it gained 
no credit, and after two or three days died away. 

On the 4th of September my brother and I returned to 
London, where I had ^ot been six hours before the snarler, 
Mordaunt, heard of my being in to'wn and came to St. Albans 
Street, if possible more discontented than ever. 
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bccamo ono of tho most dasliing buclm of tho metropolis 
and tho constant companion of tho Prince of Wales, His 
Royal Highness having long been intimate ■with his father, 
a man of convivial habits, who sang an excellent song, and 
was in every way calculated to please such a dissipated 
character as tho Prince then was. 

Ono of the first persons I saw at Carlfelo House (the name 
Mrs. Comelys’s then went by) was my blackguard friend, 
Sam Rogers, who, coming to mo, said aloud, “ Damn my 
eyes. Bill, but I’m glad I’ve met with you, for I wanted to 
tell you that my uncle has met with a man who has a ship 
just finished, which as ho has some pounds to fool aw'ay he 
had rather not command, at least, had rather not leave 
England so soon as she must. An exehange has therefore 
taken place. She is to be the Osterhy and I her commander, 
he taldng what whs to have been my ship next year, so 
stand by, my lad, to be at a launch in five or six weeks.” 
At the same place I likewise mot James Grant, w'ho made 
mo promise to accompany him to Drayton the next day. 
I did so, and was there first made acquainted with his 
brother, Peter. 

James hod with him at Drayton a little woman whom he 
kept, and was fond of supposing he had debauched. She 
had a good voice, sung prettily, and knew something of 
music. Her proper name was Browm, she being daughter 
to an advertising tailor of that name upon Ludgate Hill. 
She had at least the merit of constantly keeping the interest 
of her father in view, by recommending all Mr. Grant’s 
friends to employ him in his business. This cost me some 
pounds, as I was obliged to get three or four suits of clothes 
made by him, which were so badly executed I never could 
wear them and they were altered to fit my little Bengally. 

I had not been more than an hour at DraytoYi when 
Emily’s lad (the junior groom) brought me a letter from 
her, enclosing one written by Robert as a prisoner at Madrid, 
in which he said that after tho fleet had been three weeks 
at sea in hourly expectation of making the Island of liladcira 
they saw four strange sail in different directions, tw'O being 
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upon the lee quarter, and two to windward. In half an hour 
after seeing the above four, two others were discovered right 
ahead. A line-of-battle ship that was the convoy thereupon 
made the signal to prepare for action, in consequence of 
which a smart post-chaise, a curricle, and gig of his, also 
some handsome mahogany furniture stov/ed between dechs, 
were upon the above signal to clear ship all thrown over- 
board. The man-of-war then hailed the different Indiamen 
to say he thought the strange vessels were detached frigates 
belonging to a fleet of the enemy, and, if so, more of them 
v/ould soon appear, in which case he would hoist a Union 
flag at the main top-gallant mast-head, and upon seeing 
that flying every ship must do the best to escape, both East 
and West Indiamen. Thus they run on until about an hour 
before sunset, when seeing the Union hoisted they dispersed, 
his ship carrying a press of sail all night, but at daybreak 
had the mortification to see tv/o Spanish eighty-gun ships 
within two miles of them, to one of which they were soon 
afterv/ards compelled to strike. While the enemy were 
taking possession they had the further humiliation of he 
holding several other of their companions in the like pre- 
dicament with themselves. 

Robert (I think) stated that six East Indiamen and a 
great number of West Indiamen w'ere captured, the enemy 
consisting of upwards of twenty sail of large ships, Spaniards 
and French ; that the ship he was in being prize to 
a Spaniard he was taken into Cadiz, where all the prisoners, 
male and female, were treated with the greatest respect 
and kindness, all being at liberty upon parole ; that be 
availed himself of that opportunity to see more of so famous 
a part of Europe and, having obtained permission, pro- 
ceeded to Madrid, where he met with equal attention, 
especially from the Donnas, who, if they had a fault, it 
was overwhelming him with love ; that as he found from 
the liberality of the people there was no want of cash, and 
that he could get as much as he thought proper for his 
bills upon England he should be in no hurry to leave so 
inviting and charming a country, which he must in common 
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juptico pronounco n |)crfcct Pftrndipo ! By Emily’s lottor 
1 could porccivo sho did not nt nil liko tho rnpiurouB stylo 
in which Boljcrt spoke of tho Spanish Indies. 

During my stay nt Drnjion, n femnlo servant who hnd 
the care of tho poultr}’ one morning enmo into tho room 
where we were sitting nt breakfast, apparently in great 
anger. Taking from her apron what I imagined were four 
fine eggs, she laid them upon tho table, violently exclaiming, 
"If tlmt eun-cd Juno is sufTcred to range wherover she pleases 
there will not be nn egg left for tho use of tho family.” While 
she was sp<':iking I hnd taken up one of tho eggs, which I 
found to Ixj nn empty shell. Upon cxpres.sing my surprizo 
whnt could have occasioned it, there being no crack or mark 
that I F.aw, she pctulnntl}' said, “ Whnt could occasion it ? 
Whj’, that cursed bmto Juno, to bo sure, who sucks them 
nil, and my master there allows of it.” To this I replied, 
" It was impossible a dog could get tho contents without 
injuring tho shells, every’ ono of which seemed to bo per- 
fect.” “ Ayo, so they are, perfectly empty.” This wit of 
the maid’s caused a laugh. Grant then taking up ono of 
the shclLs showed mo at the end a holo so small that I could 
Ecnrco perceive it, appearing as if mado by tho point of a 
pin, but through which, small ns it was, tho animal, ho 
assured mo, had sucked out tho contents. I should have 
observed that Juno was ono of tho largest greyhounds I over 
beheld. This appeared to mo so improbable I could not 
help expressing my belief that some two-legged hounds 
must bo aiding and assisting. Grant assured me it was a 
fact within his knowledge. “However,” said ho, “you 
shall have ocular demonstration.” Ho sent for an egg, 
wliich laying upon tho carpet, bo called Juno, and desired 
hor to take it. Tho servant thereupon with much wrath 
said, “ Ah, you thief, if you offer to touch it I’ll cut your 
heart out,” a threat that had full effect upon Juno, who did 
not venture near tho egg imtil patted and encouraged by 
her master, when sho squatted down, extending her fore 
paws, bctw’cen which sho dexterously fixed tho egg, and 
putting hor mouth to it in three or four minutes it was as 
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cs^ipletelv enptfsd of its cortei-ts as either of the fotrr the 
raaid brotrght in. Certahclj i£ I Lad not been an eje- 
Tdtness of this fact I conli not have thonsht it nossToIe. 

The 7th (of September} I rstnmsd to torm, being en- 
gaged to dins "rdth I-Iafor ilstcalfe on the Sth at his home 
in SnSoIk Street, inddlssez KospitaL At this party I met 
Lord Fieldingj eldest son to ths Zari of Denbigh ; General 
Smith, of —horn I have before spoken relative to cA€&-e at 
the Island of St. Helena ; the General's son, a £ne vonng 
man in app-earanoe, ~ho had, I kno— not vrhv, been nick- 
named Tippoo ; I-Ir. Devavnes, the India Director ; Cap- 
tain Donglas, ~ho commanded the ship Oiiosn, and some 
others “hose names I do not recollect. We Lad a very 
jolly set, and as I “as in those days a great promoter of 
hilarity I invited ali that remained to a iate hour at table, 
being those ah-ove speelded, to dine erith me that day vec-k 
at the Eoyal Hotel in Pall Jlail. This they agreed to do. 
I added to the nnmber, ilr. Paxton, the discontented I-Ior- 
datmt, and my brother, Trho trhen the day arrived rras so 
mnch indisposed t hat he “as Tm 7 dn:n.gly obliged to give cp 
the pleasnre of joining ns. 'We had, as nsnal, a hard batch 
at drinking and “ere very merry, keeping it np nnti! an 
early Lonr o: the morrung. 

I'ly brother, vho never shxmned a jovial set himself, took 
it into his head to tax me vith being the instigator of his 
committing excess. Under this idea, certainly an nninst 
erne as to me, he, more than once, vhen "sre “c-re engaged 
to great tavern parties, has said to me, “ Vr'illiam, this mnst 
from some of the names I see in the list, b-e a sad debaoc-h 
“inch in pmdence vre had better avoid. let yon and I 
therefore get ent of the “ay of temptation, movnt onr 
horses and ride gently to Pfehmond. Brentford Ait, or any 
ether place Trithin ten miles of London that yon prefer, 
“here “3 nilght take a qnlet dinner, a nint of port each, anc 
jog soberly home in the evening." To so steady a pian, 
“hl-b I really liked, I readdy eon."ented. Tho- event, how- 
ever, never ans—ered : entirely the reverse. The 5rst 
excursion of this kind that “e made ve dined epon tne 
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my telling him how I wns circnmslnnccd, desiring Emily to 
give him tip to mo for n few hours and she good-humouredly 
complying, he promised to join my party in Pall lilall, with 
every one of whom ho was well acquainted. I endeavoured 
to prevail upon Emily to accompany him, which she would 
not hear of, obsendng one woman amongst such a party 
of riotous men would only be an ofTcnsivo intruder, nor 
should she herself like it. I went to Cork Street with them, 
at Robert’s request, sending for Freskini and my clothes. 

At five o’clock Robert and I drove to St. Albans Street, 
where, after stopping to take in my brother, wo proceeded 
to the hotel. I made a point of alwaj's asking my father 
to be of my parties, which lie declined, observing his race 
was alrcad}' run, that though ho believed no man ever lived 
more frccl}' than he had done, both his ago and his inclina- 
tion concurred to make him now avoid excess. He there- 
fore felt he should contribute nothing by his presence 
amongst such jolly fellows and desired to bo excused. 

We hod in the opinion of all but Robert, an excellent 
dinner, he alone pronouncing it execrable, B 03 nng, “ Let mo 
give you a dinner at Ijc Tcllicr’s, and I’ll show you bow a 
table ought to bo covered to deserve commendation.” All 
readily consented to indulge him. Five days afterwards 
wo partook of his catering, when certainly there was a more 
showy and far more expensive, but as I thought, not a bit 
better dinner as to the materials than mine. 

General Smith, Mr. Dcvayncs, and a few others of the 
graver sort, having departed, Robert called for pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote down the following names : Mr. Roe 
Yoe (M.P. for Coventry), Lord Fielding, Wilberforce Bird 
(of Wood Street), Lord Peterborough, Smith (Tippoo), 
Henry Mordaunt, Joseph Bird, William (now Sir William) 
Curtis, James Curtis, his brother. Messieurs Marjoribanks 
and Lovelace, senior, of the Guards, Captain Belford of the 
Horse Guards, Harvey Coombo (now one of the Members foi 
the City of London), Lovelace, junior, Tom Vaughan (the 
author), Arthur Sbakespoar, Captain Sutton, young Hor- 
ncck (of the Guards), William Hickey, and Robert Pott. 
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“ And now,” said ho, ** let these twenty dine together twice 
a week during the winter, each person ordering a dinner 
at which he is to preside, at whatever tavern he pleases 
vidthin London or Westminster, and, when the whole list 
has gone through, finally to fix at whatever house a majority 
of the members should pronounce to have been found the 
best.” 

The rules or regulations proposed were simple and few 
in number, the charge per head for the dinner to be left 
entirely to the discretion of the master of the house ; the 
dinner to consist of every article procurable, whether in or 
out of season ; any member absenting himself from the 
meetings, no matter what the cause thereof, to forfeit one 
guinea for each and every time he was so absent ; the Presi- 
dent for the day to discharge the bill, and to collect by 
himself or his own servants the proportion due from each 
member ; the proprietor of the house to send in his bill by 
one o’clock of the day next after that of the dinner to the 
residence of the President. 

This plan being unanimously approved, was immediately 
adopted, and Pott being requested to commence by taking 
the first chair, I attended him to his favourite place, Lo 
Tellier’s, in Dover Street, to order the dinner. He told the 
landlord the nature of the meeting, concluding thus, ” From 
the experience I have had of your abilities and the superior 
excellence of your cookery, I have no doubt if you exert 
yourself we shall finally establish ourselves at your house, 
and it will, I conceive, be well worth your while to endeavour 
to attract as constant customers twenty gentlemen who are 
indifferent about the expence, and being lovers of the bottle 
will consume a handsome allowance of wine, in which, as 
I understand, the chief advantage to you tavern keepers 
arises.” The landlord assured Pott ho would take special 
care to have the table supplied with the very best pro- 
visions, and, with respect to wines of every sort, he could 
venture to defy all England to supply better than his 
cellars wore stored with. 

Several of the members being about to leave town for 
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A BCOCK no“ became tronblesomelj impcrtmiate rsnpect- 
-0_ ing his demand upon Mr. Paterson, “horn be spoke 
of as being at Mde-and-seeb, nor conld he disoorer anj 
fixed, place of residence that he had. He said he had 
tTfice met him acddentally in the Citr, at both vrhic-b 
times he preraricafed and shuSed in attempting to state 
his present and fntnrs prospects. I 07rn I thought it rather 
extraordinary, considering the nature and extent of the 
favours I had conferred upon this said 3£r. Paterson, that 
he should never once have caEed upon me since his arrival 
in England, nor Trritten a single line, or in any marmer 
’B’hatever, directly or indirectly, achnovledged a sense of 
gratitude for the ohiigations he must- have felt he lay tmder 
to me, nor has he to the present day ever done so. 

This gentleman in a year ot trro after his return from the 
Cape of Good Hops got a commission in a nev regiment 
raised by Colonel Fullarton from his otm tenants in Scot- 
land, the Colonel having a knowledge of and regard for his 
(Paterson’s) family. With this regiment Paterson vent 
abroad to Hev South Wales or Botany Bay, as it vas then 
called, vhere Ln due course he rose to the rank of major, 
and subsequently became Iseutenant-Gcvemor of the 
Settlement, vhicb pc^, I believe, he still continues to hold, 
or did so verv latelv. 

I assured Adcock that his money vas in no danger, and 
bo vould ultimately receive the uttermost farthing vith 
interest to the day of piayment, but that be must have 
p-r.tience. Lady Strathmore being then in Scotland and likely 
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lo rrm^Jn thfrv rMiip nif>nlh»> lonpT. NnSwith'-t.fituljnRtlirw 
min" fjvnrt!«ni«'<l ntvl liy tny 

ftiVUrr, vrhrt r.K-rT’ ^h^n nn<Y> pjKikc to him upon th*’ 
nntl {»>!(! him no crr-rfirr mp.vurtv? rotiiil Ik* rr?ori<'tl io 
until h^-r LvhfhipV rrtum. Im continu'd dnily (onnontinp 
m" with hsK fupplir.itions for p^ymrnt, ond 1 wnn wndor 
ihr nrw'viiy ni l.vst of t-fllinp liim ho wn.i injpiidcntly intni- 
rirr. Thi*, hnrrrwr, hfwl no rh'fv^t. Ho |X’novra'<l in hw 
rif itA rvrrj* dny ; tho hv t two or thrrN" timiv! tlmt I Kiw him 
in tho h^U Imvinj; nnothor mnn with him. Upon findinf* 
rurh dr’.^-rmii'.od ini'o!''nr«', 1 p.'ivo tin* prnmnto onluni in 
hi' find hi" rtinjp.iniojtV ho.nrinp never in fnlum to nllow 
him t<i romc within the door. 

Aft/-r thir I hranl no more of him for upwnrxht of n week, 
wlif-n one nftomoon jin t rw I wm. r.tepping into n conch to 
f,:o to our chill dinner n deeent -looking inrui nddn‘.'wd me, 
inking <ifl hie hnt nnd very re."j>eet fully Ix-pginp to njK-tik to 
me in privnte. I fttufwcni-d thnt being ■nlrendy Into I could 
not then fitop, hut rhould bo glnd to r-ee him nt nny hour 
mo>t convenient to himself the following morning. IIo 
civilly obr-en’c<l hin buj-ine?vi wnn of Fuch n nnturo it could 
not l>e po-itponed. f?uqirirA*d nt thin urgency, or whnt it 
could niw from, I rx-tunied with him into the hnll, when he 
totik from hifl pocket n p.ij>er which he nnid wns n wnrmnt 
uj>on n writ h-siiwl ngnin/'l me by one Joines .Adcock, nnd thnt 
he hnd tnken the lil>erty of n‘quivting I would go into the 
hoxuv? ngnin in onlcr to nvoid executing it in the public 
Ftrt*et. My father, fortunately for me, Iwing nt homo in- 
ntnntly undertook to bnil the notion to the Fhcriff, which 
the bnilifl K-ing jierff-ctly natipfied with, I wn« allowed to 
proceed, pm-enting the man with a couple of guinena for 
hb: marked attention nnd politeneiK, I then got into the 
carriage nnd drove off. 

It ia rather cx'raonlinary thnt I who, throughout my 
life hod Ix'en beyond measure extravagant nnd thoughtless, 
incurring debts to a conBidernblc extent in every direction, 
should never, except in the above instance, have boon 
arrested, nnd this once for the debt of another person, in 
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which transaction I had not derived the smallest advantage 
nor had personally anything to do with it. This reflection 
was exceedingly mortifjring. 

Adcoek having iniquitously obtained a judgment against 
mo, my father informed mo the amount of debt and costa 
must bo paid within a certain period. This I told him I could 
not do without discounting one of my bills at a groat loss. 
My brother therefore called upon the plaintiff’s attorney to 
ask a month’s time, which he without scruple consented to 
give, but being a pettifogging blackguard he chose afterwards 
to deny having given any such promise, and the moment 
ho was entitled so to do, issued an execution upon the 
judgment, Adcock attending the bailiff who had the 
writ of Capias ad satisfaciendum^ in order to point mo out 
to him. They wont together for the purpose to St. Albans 
Street, where it was supposed I should bo found. Adcock 
showing the house to the bailiff, ho knocked at the door 
and enquired for mo. The servant answered I was out of. 
town ho know not where, nor when I should return. 

The bailiff joined his employer to communicate this 
information, and they thereupon adjourned to an ale house 
in the neighbourhood, from whence Adcock sent a person ' 
to call the servant, w'ho directly obeyed the summons. 
Being asked where I was, ho answered that ho did not 
know, nor when I should bo at homo. Adcock then offered 
him a guinea if ho would toll whore I might be found, which 
the servant indignantly spumed at, calling him an ungrate- 
ful villain whom, if ho would engage not to take the law, ho 
would thrash although twice his size end strength. Adcock 
not choosing to accept the challenge, the servant left him 
and immediately mentioned what had occurred to his 
follow-servants in the kitchen, whore Nabob being present 
and hearing it, without saying a word to anyone, ran over 
to the public-house to Adcock, to whom ho said ho know 
whore I was. “ Do you so,” answered Adcock, “ and pray 
whore is he 7 ” “ With a Indy in Seymour Street,” said the 
boy. ” If you please I’ll go ■with you and show you the 
house.” “ And pray,” asked Adcock, “ do you Icnow what 
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I %mni with your mnnlor ? ” “ Ob, yes,” replied he, ” Jfr. 
Gihiion (the nnmo of niy ffttbcr’c Bor\'nnt) told ue nil in ibe 
hit cbm you would pond liim to prison becaueo ho would not 
give you money.” 

Adcocl:, ill ns ho hnd himself behaved to mo, was shocked 
nt such bufc and imfcelinp conduct in the little urchin, 
knowing nr. he did full well, the extroordinnry and uniform 
kindness with which ho hnd been t rented by me during the 
voynpo, and which hnd been continued by every one of 
my family since 1 hnd renched Englnnd. So greatly did ho 
feel it that he nclunlly gave the boy some smart, boxes on 
the, cheek and kicked him out of the house. Not satisfied 
with that, ho went in person to my father’s, and knocking 
nt the door, dc.«;ircd to see tho houBokcepor (Molly Jones), 
to whom he related tho circumstance, adding, “ I declare 
to you, Mrs. Jones, that this black rnscnl’s scandalous in- 
gratitude towards such n roaster ns Mr. Ilickoy has so con- 
founded me that I could not avail myself of hia infamous 
offer." 

Jlolly Jones instantly dispatched ono of tho mon-sorvonts 
to tell mo that Adcock, accompanied by a sheriff’s officer, had 
boon looking after me. Upon receiving which information 
I immediately went into tho City, got tho requisite sum, 
which a clerk of my father’s carried and paid to tho plain- 
tiff’s attorney, who gave a releaso to tho actioii. I knew 
nothing of Nabob’s troachory and baseness until upon tho 
eve of leaving Englnnd, when Molly Jones desired I would 
bo upon my guard and not place any confidonco in Nabob, 
and her reasons for giving mo tho caution. Upon my return 
to Bengal I had another strong proof of his total want of 
gratitude or attachment to mo, which I shall in its proper 
place notice. 

On tho 4th of October 1 wont to tho launch of tho TTarren. 
Hastings, East Indiaman, having received an invitation 
thereto from tho senior Mr. Larldns, who was principal and 
managing owner. She was to bo commanded by that 
gentleman’s third son, ray friend and Nassau shipmate, 
John Pascal Larkins. We had a handsome cold coUatioiv 
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not onfiroly fitrippcd of its tiles or slnlcs, tlio church was 
malerially injured and every ^¥indow demolished. Several 
perpons, besides a quantity of cattle, wore struck dead by 
(he lightning. Some months afterwards wo heard that on 
the very same day and hour an equally fatal hurricane 
arose in the West Indies, wherein the Stirling Castle, and 
Thunderer, two fine seventy-four gun ships, \rith two large 
frigates (hat were in company, wont to the bottom and 
ever}’ soul on boanl all four ships perished. 

In (bo middle of October, Bob Pott proposed that Emily, 
he, and I should run down to Bath for a fortnight, to which 
I had no other objection than the possibility of its inter- 
fering with the bu.sineps of the Bengal petition. Parliament 
being prorogued to the Ist of November. I therefore went 
to the agents, Jlcs.'^icurs Irvine and Touchet, who said the 
House would onlj* meet on the Ist to adjourn to a future 
day, and bc 3 'ond a doubt no business would bo done. Upon 
this assurance I rondo one of the Bath party, spending 
fourteen days very agreeably in that gay city. 

Upon returning to tomi I found several letters, the first 
I opened being from Alderman Woolridgc, containing an 
invitation for mo to become his guest at the approaching 
feast at Guildhall on tho 0th of November, the day upon 
which tho mayoralty of Sir Watldn Lowes conunoncod, and 
ns tho luiight was a professed patriot all tho members of 
opposition and liberty champions wore to be present. Never 
having been at one of those entertainments I was glad to avail 
myself of tho opportunity by accepting the alderman’s offer. 

I likewise found a card &om hir. Paxton, asking me to 
dine with him on tho 3rd of tho same month in Buckingham 
Street. Tliis was the very day I returned from Bath. I 
accordingly wont and met a very jovial party. He treated 
us with some of the most exquisite burgundy I ever tasted, 
the flavour of which Sir James Douglas, a veteran admiral, 
seemed to smack his lips at and enjoy equal to any of the 
young people. During this dinner our mirth received a 
check by accounts coming in of the melancholy and lamented 
death of Major Andr4, a rising and very promising officer 
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•who, ha'Ting accepted the dangerous office of entering the 
enemy’s camp in disguise in America, -was discovered and 
hung as a spy. His conduct ■was so manly and firm at the 
time of his execution as to excite the pity and the tears 
oven of the Americans themselves •who witnessed his last 
moments. 

My father hearing me talking to my brother about another 
party I proposed ha-ving at the hotel in Pall Mall, expressed 
his surprize that I should unnecessarily incur a heavy 
qjcpenco by giving dinners at those extravagant houses when 
I might have the use of his, with that of his servants, which 
would save me two-thirds of the expence, and bo at least 
as comfortable, if not more so, than a tavern or hotel. “ In 
making this offer,” continued my father, “ do not ima^c, 
young man, that I intend to supply your dissipated com- 
panions with my wines ; at least, ■with claret and madcira 
you must furnish yourself.” I gladly availed myself of 
my father’s offer for, independent of the comforts I know 
would attend adopting it, my sister Mary had great taste in 
the arrangements of dinners, nor was old Molly Jones at 
all inferior. As to -wines I could confidently rely upon 
Mr, Paxton. All I had to attend to was taking care that my 
parties never should clash with those of my sister, of which 
Ehe generally had one a week, consisting of what, in the 
language of the day, wore called “fine people,” especially os 
to the men. 

The first party I had in St. Albans Street proved the just- 
ness of my father’s remark, for it did not cost me near half 
of what I had been charged for a larger company at the 
-hotel and was beyond comparison better, my guests all 
declaring they never had seen a more elegant or a better 
dinner, nor better served in every respect. The excellent 
quality of the wines too called forth the highest praise and 
approbation. For that I was indebted, as I have before 
mentioned, to Mr. Paxton, who always made one of my 
party. He constantly took as large a share of claret as 
anyone at table, and when his head was affected by excess 
ti-td to v/hisper in ray ear how much he liked me, that I 
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was a noble follow and always should have the best wine his 
cellars afforded, a promise he most strictly kept. 

I always was ambitious of sitting out every man at the 
table where I presided, which by , a little management I 
generally accomplished. By eating sparingly of some one 
plain dish, avoiding malt liquor, and desiring the servants 
to take away my glass after a hob-nob the moment I put 
it down, I was the better enabled to do the duty of presi- 
dent when the cloth was removed, from which moment 
I never flinched, and contrived to send my guests away 
quite happy and contented; When, as was sometimes the 
case, I felt the wine disposed to revolt, chewing two or three 
French olives without swallowing the pulp would relieve 
and enable mo to get down half a dozen more glasses. By 
these little fair manoeuvres I established the character of 
being a capital host. 

The 9th being the Lord Mayor’s day, I arrayed myself 
in my full suit of velvet. Alderman Woolridge called at 
my father’s and conveyed me in his chariot to the Guild- 
hall at half-past four o’clock, about an hour after which 
the procession arrived from Westnainster. At six we sat 
down to a profusion of tiurtle and venison, followed by all 
the etceteras of French cookery, with splendid dessert of 
pines, grapes, and other fruits. I was seated between Mrs. 
Healy, sister to Wilkes, and Lord Lewisham, eldest son of 
the Earl of Dartmouth. Mra. Healy almost enveloped me 
in her immense hoop, but was vastly attentive to me, whom 
she perceived to be a stranger, ordering one of her servants 
to wait upon me, and naming to me the different persons 
who eat at the same table, amongst whom were most of the 
great 'officers of state, the Lord Chancellor, Judges, and 
Master of the Bolls. 

The heat from the crowd assembled and the immense 
number of lights was disagreeable to all ; to many quite 
oppressive and distressing. The Lord Mayor’s table at which 
I was, and nearly opposite his Lordship, was less so than 
other parts of the hall from being considerably elevated 
above the rest. 
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Tho Trines vroro excellent and the dinner the enmo, served 
too \rith as much rognlarity and decorum as if \to had been 
in a private house, but far different vras tho scone in tho 
body of tho hall, "whoro in five minutes after tho guests took 
their stations at tho tables tho dishes wore entirely cleared 
of their contents, twenty hands seizing tho same joint or 
bird and literally tearing it to pieces. A more determined 
scramble could not bo, tho roaring and noiso was deafening 
and hideous, which increased ns tho liquor operated, bottles 
and glasses flying across from side to side without inter- 
mission. Such a bear garden altogether I novor behold, 
except ray first visit to Wothorby’s which it brought very 
forcibly to my recollection. 

This -abominablo and disgusting scono continued till 
near ton o’clock, when tho Lord Mayor, sheriffs, tho nobility, 
&o., adjourned to tho ball and card rooms and tho dancing 
commenced. Hero tho heat was no way inferior to that of 
tho hall and tho crowd so great there was scorco a possi- 
bility of moving. Eejoiced thoroforo was I upon Aldormon 
Woolridgo’s saying ho would take mo homo whenever I 
Trislicd it. I eagerly answered, "This moment, if you 
please.” Ho therefore took mo through some private 
apartments and down a flight of stairs to a door opening 
into a back lano, where his carriage was ready, into which 
wo stepped without tho smallest difficulty or impediment 
and were driven home. Completely exhausted, I retired to 
bed, porfecllj' satisfied ^rith having once partaken of a 
Lonl Mayor of London’s fca.st. 

Our club went on well, nothing over occurring to interrupt 
tho harmonj’ of it except now and tlicn some expressions 
of displeasure at tho unprovoked snarling of the discon- 
tented Mordaunt, at which tho majority always laughed, 
which seemed to mortify him more than complaining of 
or finding fault with his moroseness. 

Tho 17th of November I received notice from Mcjmieurs 
Irvine and Touehet that tho petition w.aa to Ijo presented to 
th.e Hou.'O of Commons on the 2.'lrd, upon wdiich day they 
requested my attendance and my companj' to dine with 
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them afterwards at the British coffee-house. I accordingly 
wont on the day appointed to Westminster, Mr. Burke tak^g 
mo in hand, by which I got a voiy good place in the 
gallery and was much entertained for two hours listening to 
the different speakers. The petition being received and 
read was, ordered to lie on the table, the member who pre- 
sented it observing ho should on a subsequent day move 
that a committee be appointed to take it into consideration 
and report thereon. 

In the regular course of business the petition was referred 
to a committee. General Smith being the chairman of it. 
Amongst the other members were Mr. Burke, Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, now liOrd Minto, Mr. Long, and (on account of his 
uncommon parsimony) the much talked-of Mr. Elwes. 
From the time of their first meeting I was obliged to attend 
daily in the committee room, and I underwent a very long 
esamination relative to the practice of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature and the general line adopted by the judges 
thereof in their official capacities. 

Whilst this matter was under investigation Mr. Richard 
Barwell arrived in England from Bengal, with a fortune, 
according to common report, of upwards of four hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. In a very few days after this 
gentleman reached England he became a candidate for a 
seat in Parliament. He likewise purchased the extensive 
and valuable estate of the then late Earl of Halifax situate 
at Stanstead in the county of Sussex. His first habitation 
in London was in a house belonging to an old maiden sister. 
Miss Mary Barwell, of whom I have already spoken, in 
Great Ormond Street, Bloomsbury. 

It having been suggested to the committee that in all 
probability much important information might be gained 
by examining Mr. Barwell, especially respecting the impedi- 
ments that had been thrown in the way of Colonel Watson 
in the carrying into execution his plan of constructing wet 
and dry docks in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, by which 
impediments and interruption the nation, as well as the 
individual promoter of the work, had sustained a great and 
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niitinonf, -vln'nMjjjon ho rnid he Imd r-ecJi liin ninstor about 
fin !i(uir before ! " Where ? ” At" homo in his own house, 
where lie wn.*? when he left jt ! 

A bunt of indignation buret out from tho whole com- 
mittee, nnd one of tl'.e nombere proposed thr.t the fellow 
be diieetly rnmmitfod to Newgnto. Tho room wns there- 
upon ordered to be cleared, and nil Ftrangers to withdraw. 
Vi’e in conrequcnco went into an adjoining apartment, tho 
inrolent rervant bc'ing taken into custody by the mossongors. 
While in this chamber, I asked him what could have in- 
duced him Fo far to forgot himself n.s to behave in so dis- 
respect ful .and unwarrantable a manner to a committee of 
the IIouFo of Commons, by which ho had got himself into a 
most ccriouF Fcrnpe, and would bo vorj’ severely punished. 
Tho man looked very' foolLsb, simply replying, “ It was 
hanl upon him who was no way in fault, having only 
fibeyed his master’s orders who had directed him to give 
.«uch answers." 

In about an hour we were readmitted, when wo found the 
clerk making out a fresh summons for klr. Barwell, which 
was delivered to a messengor with orders to take a suilicicnt 
numl>er of persons with him to search every room in the 
house, and upon discovering Mr. Barwell, without per- 
mitting a moment’s delay, bring him before them. In a 
little more than an hour tho messenger returned with tho 
object of his search. Upon being brought into tho com- 
mittee, one of tho gentlemen asked him whether or not 
ho had received an}' summons from that House. Ho 
answered he had. “ How many ? ” Altogether three 1 
and his reason for not obojung them was . . . Here ho 
was prevented from procoodlng by tho chairman’s hastily 
saying, “ Stop ! not a word more, but withdraw.” The 
room was again cleared, and wo kept out half an hour, 
during which wo could hear tho voices of the members in 
loud debate. 

Tho doors being onoo more opened, Mr. Barwell was placed 
at tho end of tho table, whon the chairman ((xeneral Smith) 
addressed him to tho following oifect : “ Mr. Richard 
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BarrsTH, vou have bohared in a manner that calls 
for the highest degree of rcpreher^sioa I Your daring to 
treat a committee of the Honse of Commons vdth contumely 
reSects disgrace upon the person eo acting, and it is the more 
extrsordinaij that yon ehould prerame to do so at the rery 
tic? yon arc yourself a candidate for becoming a member 
of that House you are thus indecently insnlting. This 
committee feel vith the utmost staprize and indignation 
your nngontlemanlihe conduct, a conduct that imperiously 
demands the severest censure, and I am directed to inform 
you that nothing prevents tbs committee from representing 
your contemptuous and disgraceful behaviour torrards 
them to the House, but an untrillingness to bmak in upon 
the very serious and important avocations in vrhich they 
fcnov that House to be novr engaged. I am fmthcr directed 
to teU you that the uncommon insolence and shameless 
prevarication of your servant has not passed unobserved 
by this committee, an insolence that should not remain 
unpunished did not the committee feel convinced that no 
man in the Iott station that person is vould have dared to 
betrav the impertinence he has unless he had been en- 
couraged and instructed so to do by hi? master. Withdrafr.” 

The- humbled and mortified nabob began a speech "vrith, 
'* I beg leave to a'sure this honourable committee . . 

“ Vrithdrav ! ” haughtily said the chairman. “Not a 
word more. Withdraw ! ” accompanying his imprericus 
order vdth a contemptuous motion of Iiis hand tovari? the 
d'X'r, Trhercur/on the messengers and attendants forced 
Barvell out cf the room. Never vas a purse-proud, haughty 
man so mortified a? Mr. BarTreU upon this occasion. Wealth 
0*^1 

have lein the iovrert r.'ebcian under similar circumstance;*. 
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The morliricnfion of the. nabob did not end with the repri- 
mand, for after being kept three liours waiting in the ante- 
chamber, ho was difsniissed with an order, delivered to him 
1)3' a mcK^enger, on his peril not to foil attending tho next 
morning at ten o’clock, and tbiis was ho treated for three 
FUcceeding da5's. 

^^’hcn at lost called into the committee room to bo 
examined, Mr. Bam'cll Fccmcd disposed, IUjc his servant, to 
1)0 Fouc}' and give himself airs, affeeting not to understand 
the questions put to him, and when repeated, sometimes 
more than once, giving evasive answers. Hfr. Burke, who 
had undertaken tho examination, with perfect coolness 
though blended with a commanding countonanco and 
manner, said, “ What your object is in such conduct, 
Mr. Banvell, I acknowledge m3'Folf quite at a loss to sa}'. 
Probabl3' 3'ou Fcarcel3' know it yourself. I, however, take 
tho libert.3’ of nF.suring 3'ou it will not answer your purpose 
whatever that 0103’ bo. If 5*011 expect to weary mo or ex- 
haust m3' paticnco or that of the honourable members 
constituting this committee, I can with conGdcncc assert 
you will fail and have egregiously mistaken the characters 
of those 3'OU are now before, and likewise that you know me 
not / (With strong and marked emphasis.) Answers ! 
intelligible and direct answers to such questions as I deem 
necessary and proper to put, I must anduill have ere I have 
done with 3’ou. I therefore conceive it will tend to your 
own case, and that it will bo prudent in you to drop tho 
puerile and silty behaviour (to use no harsher epithets) you 
liavc hitherto adopted.” Mr. Barwcll felt tho full force 
of the rebuke, followed Mr. Burke’s advice, and from that 
moment gave his evidence distinctly and without hesita- 
tion or evasion. 

A few days after tliis scone had occurred to tho nabob, 
I accorapam'cd Mordaunt to dinner in Ormond Street, where 
I mot with tho highest degree of ostentatious parade. 
Dinner being announced ready wo proceeded to tho dining 
parlour, wherein stood a table sumptuously filled with every 
kind of rarity in food, and eighteen covers laid, although 
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the party consisted of no more tlian six. We had three 
regnlar comses besides dessert, the ■whole served upon plate. 
We were attended by two men ont of, and fonr in, livery, 
everything else being correspondent. This I understoi^ 
was the daily cnstom -withont any special order being given. 
For so expensive and nnnsnal a practice Mr. Barwell was 
pleased to give the foflotring reason to me : “ I have two 
brothers who are anthorized to consider this house as their 
o-RTi. They therefore not only come themselves to dinner 
whenever it snits their convenience or pleasnre, bnt fre- 
quently bring with them three or four guests. I, too,” said 
he, “ sometimes in my morning rambles pick up a friend or 
two who are kind enough to accept of a short hrritation 
and come home •with me. Thus our parties varying almost 
every day, I considered it the best plan to order a table 
constantly to be arranged for eighteen.” 



CHAPTER XXIII 


V'lTH lion roTT AND OTHERS 

O N the nj)proach of Christnma, Pnrlinracnt ndjourued 
over (he IjolidajT. I therefore took that opportunity to 
visit Mrs. Forrest, the Admiral’s widow, at her beautiful 
scat at Binficld in Uorkshiro. Upon mj' reaching the place 
I was concerned to sec tlial it was fast falling into decay from 
want of timely and (rifling repairs, tho poor woman’s means 
being too scanty to allow of her paying bricklayers and 
carpenters. Mrs. Forrest’s mode of life was prcciscl}' the 
same os when I had last seen her. Wliimsical in every re- 
spect in the extreme, she seemed to make it a rule always to 
act unlike everybody else. Thus she reversed the ordinary 
custom by sitting up tho %vholo of tho night and laying in 
bed during tho day*. 

Our meeting was, ns I expected it would bo, very distress- 
ing to us both, tho sight of me bringing most forcibly to 
Mrs. Forrc.st’s memory’ her then recently deceased and 
lamented son, TJiomas, who died of tho wound ho received 
at the first relief of Gibniltar. She wept bitterly — nor did 
she recover her spirits tho whole of tho day. Arthur, the 
eldest son, having involved himself deeply in debt, had been 
obliged to sell his commission and secrete himself to avoid 
arrest, after which some friends of tho family procured 
for him a cadetship in the Corps of Engineers belonging 
to the East India Company and ho had sailed for Fort 
St. George a short time before I arrived in England, leaving 
his wife, a Greek whom ho had married when serving with 
his regiment in the garrison of Gibraltar, and one child, a 
boy, to bo a burden upon and incioasc the difiicultics of his 
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already deeply embarrassed and inconsiderate mother. Her 
daughters continued to be the same charming and interest- 
ing young women I had ever known them. After spending 
three days at Binfield, on each of which Mrs. Forrest paid 
me the extraordinary compliment to make her appearance 
at three o’clock in the afternoon instead of eight at night, 
her usual hour, I took my leave of the unfortunate family 
and returned to town. 

In January, 1781, meeting Mir. Barwell at the opera, 
he told me our volatile friend, Pott, had promised to let him 
have his company for a few days at Stanstead, in order 
to give his opinion and advice respecting alterations and 
additions he intended making to the house, he (lUb*. Barwell) 
having much confidence in his judgment and taste ; that 
he should feel happy if I would join the party, a seat in his 
post-coach being entirely at my service. Having no way of 
passing my time more pleasantly, I accepted the invitation. 

After breakfasting in Great Ormond Street, Mr. Barwell, 
his second brother, Pott, and myself o;a the 3rd of the 
month set off post for Stanstead. The house was an im- 
mense pile of buildings, the greatest part very old-fashioned, 
one wing alone, which had been erected by the last Lord 
Halifax, being in the modem style. It was altogether a 
straggling, irregular structure, on the outside by no means 
pleasing to the eye, but it contained many noble apartments 
and was richly furnished. The garden, pleasure grounds, 
and park were extensive and could not be exceeded in natural 
and acquired beauties. Attached to this estate was a parha- 
mentary borough returning two members, likewise two 
livings in the chinch, one of a thousand pounds a year, the 
other seven hundred ; timber fit for cutting to the amount 
of seventy thousand pounds, with game of every sort in 
profusion. 

The estate had long been in the possession of the Halifax 
family, but the last Earl, by his unbounded extravagance, 
having materially injured his fortune, his embarrassmenta 
became so serious that he endeavoured to dispose of this 
part of his property. It was accordingly advertised for sale, 
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but no more than one hiindred and forty thousand pounds 
being bid, a sum considered far below its value, it was 
bought in. Upon the Earl’s death his debts were so great 
and the creditors so clamorous that the executors to his 
Lordship’s will made another attempt to dispose of the 
Stanstead estate by public auction, when only one hundred 
and ten thousand pounds being offered it was again bought 
in. A year, the period allowed by law for the executors to 
arrange all matters on account of the testator, having 
elapsed and the creditors being extremely importunate, they 
came to a determination, after consulting the most eminent 
lawyers upon the situation they were placed in, of letting the 
property go to the highest bidder. It was therefore adver- 
tised for sale a third time, the notices annotmcing that the 
sale was to bo an actual and peremptory one. Mr. Barwell 
became the purchaser at ninety thousand poimds, and it 
was universally thought to be the cheapest bargain that ever 
was known, but the purchase money being, by one of the 
conditions, to be paid within three months after the day of 
sale, and few persons having command of money sufiScient 
to enable them to pay down so large a sum, occasioned 
Mr. Barwell to obtain it considerably under its real 
value. 

It being promulgated to the neighbourhood that the new 
proprietor was arrived at the mansion house of the estate, 
the Corporation of Chichester, which town is only a few 
miles distant from Stanstead, waited upon Mr. Barwell 
the morning after our arrival with a complimentary address 
upon his coming into the neighbourhood, which address 
was spoken fluently and gracefully enough by the Mayor, 
ending with a polite request that he and his family would 
honour them with his and their company (on a day speciSed) 
to a dinner and ball at the Town HaU. 

This mark of respectful attention, so politely offered, was 
received in an awkward and cold manner by the pompous 
East Indian. He, however, did accept the invitation, and 
we naturally concluded he intended to keep the engage- 
ment, noth^g passing to lead us to suspect the contrary. 
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On the day appointed his coach-and-six and chaise-and-four 
came to tho door at three o’clock, when he desired ub, that 
is, his brother, Pott, and myself, to got into tho former, 
which we did, concluding he meant to follow alone in tho 
post-chaise. We drove to tho Town Hall of Chichester, 
where the whole Corporation and all the principal people of 
the place were in waiting to receive us. Surprized at not 
seeing Mr. BarwoU, tho Mayor made a civil enquiry respect- 
ing him, to which the brother answered he would follow 
immediately. An hour elapsed without any tidings of 
him, when young Barwell went downstairs and sent ofiE a 
servant to see what detained his brother. The man being 
admirably mounted, returned in little more than half an 
hour, saying his master was not well and did not intend 
coming at all, but this he had only learnt from the steward, 
Mr. Barwell saying he had no message to send back. 

The brother, confounded at such deliberate rudeness, 
made the best apology he could, and wo sat down to a 
sumptuous entertainment, at wliich I felt ashamed of 
being considered tho friend of a man who had acted in so 
insolent and unpardonable a way. The dinner and evening 
ball went on with the utmost harmony and good-humom, 
no reference, after the first surprize, being made to tho 
great man’s strange behaviour. The wanton insult was, 
however, felt and resented not only by the Mayor and 
Corporation of Chichester, but by the whole county, every 
individual thereof with one consent sending the insolent 
nabob to Coventry ; not a single gentleman visited or took 
the least notice of him upon casual meetings. 

Not content with insulting the men of Cliichcstcr, 
Mr. Barwell made it his study, as it should seem, to render 
himself obnoxious to persons of all ranks, shutting up gated 
and paths through his parks that had, as an indulgence, 
always been open to the public, preventing the poor xrom 
supplying themselves with water from a spring they had 
long been used to frequent ; in short, doing everything rhat 
was illiberal, offensive, and ill-natured. His very name 
from this conduct soon was held in such detestation that 
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men, women, and children hissed and hooted at him as he 
passed, with all his Oriental state, through the villages. 

After persevering in this offensive line of conduct about 
sis months Mr. Barwell began to t hink that being com- 
pletely shut out from society, except what he had from 
London, and those mostly East Indians, was not pleasant. 
He therefore began to relax by not only opening the former 
paths, roads, &c., but making additional ones, likewise ex- 
tending every indulgence ever granted by Lord Halifax. 
Ho even condescended so far as to humble himself to the 
Mayor and Corporation of Chiohester for his rudeness, 
thereby making his peace with them, which having effected, 
he invited them and all the principal families round the 
neighbourhood to a magnificent dinner, ball, and supper. 
Some few of the gentry had spirit enough to spurn his 
attempt to be acquainted, and declined being present at 
his fete, but still there were always people enough who, 
although they despised the man, cordd not resist the tempta- 
tion his splendid dinners and excellent wines afforded. 

Parliament being to reassemble on the 8th, Pott and 
I returned to town that I might resume my attendance 
upon the committee, the chairman having desired me to 
do so. 

A few nights after I came to town, being at the Opera 
House, 1 saw Mordaunt standing in Fops’ Alley with 
his brother. Lord Peterborough. I thought he looked less 
surly than usual. He soon after came up and shook me by 
the hand with much cordiality. I congratulated him upon 
the favourable change, remarking that he was in better 
spirits than when I left London, and I conjectured was not 
in such a violent hurry as he had been to revisit Bengal, 
the ordy part of the world fit for a man to live with comfort in ! 
(his own language), whereupon he hastily exclaimed, “ Oh, 
damn the place, don’t mention it. I should be devilish 
glad never to be obliged to see it again so long as I live.” 
Upon reminding him of my having predicted that when his 
brother returned to England and introduced him to his 
numerous connections he would be better pleased with 
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London and everything attached to it, he admitted I was 
quite right, for he felt aa happy and contented as man 
could be. 

A curious circumstance now occurred. I had dined with 
a jovial set at Wilberforce Bird’s in Wood Street, Cheapside, 
where we drank a large quantity of wine. Soon after mid- 
night, the company breaking up, someone proposed finish- 
ing the night at Malby’s. A hackney coach being sent for, 
six of us crammed ourselves into it : Bob Pott, Coombe, 
Shakespear, Lord Fielding, Vaughan, and myself. We had 
got as far as Ludgate Hill on our way to Covent Garden, 
when Pott, thinking the coachman did not drive fast enough, 
damned his blood and bid him move on. Coachie made a 
gruff answer, which offended Master Bob, who thereupon 
poked at him through the front window with the hilt of his 
Bword, a salutation John Bull not approving he instantly 
returned the compliment by the butt end of his whip. Pott, 
in a violent rage, crept through the window and began 
pummelling the fellow with all his mi^t. After a sharp 
but short conflict they tumbled together off the box into 
the street. A mob coUecting, the horses were stopped and 
we all got out to the assistance of our associate. A 
kind of general engagement ensued, chiefly between us and 
the watchmen who had come to support the rights of the 
brother of the whip. The battle ended as might be ex- 
pected it would by three of us, that is, Vaughan, Pott, and 
myself, being violently seized and dragged to the watch- 
house in Fleet market. Lord Fielding, Shakespear, and 
Coombe having very prudently made good their retreat, 
thereby avoiding being taken prisoners by the enemy. 

The constable of the night, a respectable-looking person, 
upon seeing three full-dressed men brought in, all abomin- 
ably intoxioated, upon the coachman’s making his com- 
plaint, with great good-nature said, “ Come, come, young 
gentlemen, this is, I perceive, a drunken frolic. You most 
therefore pay for your folly and go quietly home to sleep off 
the effects of too much wine.” 

While the constable was speaking, a good, fat-looking 
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right in this notion and I will act conformably.” While 
preparing to take his seat, Pott slipped behind him and 
occupied it, to the great entertainment of the bystanders. 
Again the black hole was alluded to. Bob therefore relin- 
quished the chair, which the humble representative of 
justice immediately filled, and, taking up his pen, prepared 
his book ; Bob in the meantime got behind him and twirled 
his wig round, putting the back part in front. Again a 
burst of laughter broke forth, and again the black hole 
was threatened- 

The constable then demanded to know his name. 
“ George,” answered Pott. “ That’s not true,” observed 
the constable, “for I just now heard that gentleman 
(pointing to me) call you ‘ Bob.’ ” “ That gentleman,” said 
Bob, “ is too drunk to tell his own name, and I am sure 
cannot distinguish any other person’s, so get on, most 
upright judge, you second Daniel.” “ Well, sir,” asked the 
constable, “ who are you 2 ” “A son of the King’s,” said 
Bob. The man stared, and in a hesitating voice said, “ I 
do not exactly understand what you are at, young sir. 
I wish you would act like a reasonable creature.” "Pro- 
ceed, thou mirror of all that’s just, or by the mighty Jupiter, 
I’ll jumble you to mincemeat.” 

The constable losing his temper at being made a laughing- 
stock, ordered the door of the black hole to be opened, 
whereupon Vaughan, with vast solemnity, addressed him, 
saying, “ I have hitherto, sir, been a quiet spectator of all 
that has passed, and although wrongfully brought and 
detained here as a prisoner, have not uttered a syllable, but 
when I hear you talk of more rigorous confinement of my 
friend, I consider it right to caution you as to your pro- 
ceedings, for which, if wrong, depend upon it you shall be 
made responsible, and give me leave further to inform you 
that I am the more competent to caution you as to your 
measures from myself having the honour to be in His 
Majesty’s Commission of the Peace for the County of 
^Middlesex. I therefore once more recommend you to take 
care what you are about.” 
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" I nni Forrj’ lo lienr you nro yourself a raagistrat-o, eir,” 
paid the constable, *' bccnusc if that bo the case you ought 
to know belter than to commit a breach of the peace by 
kiciang up a broil and riot in the streets at midnight. How- 
ever, sir, that matter you shall settle before the sitting 
alderman in the morning.” 

Growing tired of the scene, I took one of the constables 
aside, to whom I ob.sor^'cd I thought m3' young companion 
had suilicicntl}’ nmu.<;cd himself, and that 1 should bo 
obliged to him if ho would settle the btisincs.'^, and lot us got 
home. This he vcr3' good-naturcdl}' undertook, and after 
talldng apart, with the coachman, returned, sa3'ing the 
coachman at first demanded five guineas, but had finally 
consented to toko two. The disinterested pnstr3’-cook 
declined receiving any pecuniary recompense, very con- 
siderately en5ing the personal iniur3’ ho had sustained was 
trifling, and although ho at first felt much offended at the 
treatment ho had received, he was now convinced it arose 
entirely from a drunken frolic, the gentlemen not intending 
or wishing to injure anyone. I therefore paid the coach- 
man two guineas, gave two more to the people of the watch, 
and wo departed, cheered by the hearty huzzas of all present, 
the spectators declaring wo acted like gentlemen ; that they 
wore sure if the fair one (meaning Pott) was not a son of 
His Majesty’s ho must bo nearly allied to the Ro3'al Family 
from his lUvencss to them. But at any rate, be he whom he 
might, ho had that night proved ho was a very comical, and 
certainly was a very fine-looking, handsome fellow. 

In the beginning of February Pott told mo he had agreed 
for the whole of the round-house and half the great cabin 
of the ship Lord Mulgrave, commanded by Captain Urmston, 
which ship would sail for India in six or seven weeks ; that in 
consideration of a large sum of money the Captain had con- 
sented to receive Emily on board, and they both (Emily 
and Pott) flattered themselves that I would join the party 
by occupying the half of the great cabin, which he (Pott) 
had taken in the hope that I would do so. To this 1 answered 
that it was impossible for me to leave England until somc- 
0 



314 


MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


thing decisive was done respecting the petition I had 
brought home. Pott thereupon laughingly said, “ Psha 1 
nonsense, Bill. Why don’t' you speak honestly and say, 
as the truth is, that your money not being yet expended 
you have no inclination to leave this paradise, nor do I 
wonder at it. Emily’s vanity made her tliink you would 
sacrifice much to have her society during the voyage, while 
I had too good an opinion of your taste to suppose you would 
quit England until compelled by dire necessity. I only 
lament that my finances will not allow of my waiting 
another year for you, as by that time I fancy your stock 
will bo pretty well exhausted. However,” continued ho, 
** under these circumstances you must be with us as much 
as possible until our departure,” a desire I had real satis- 
faction in agreeing to. 

Being at a masquerade with Pott and Emily at Cornelys’s, 
I there again met with Charlotte Barry, hanging upon the 
arm of my C3mical friend Mordaunt, who, after introducing 
mo, whispered that ho had taken her into keeping. Pott 
being seized with a violent headache, Emily and ho went 
homo before twelve o’clock, whereupon I joined Mordaunt 
and his now favourite. Ho being fond of running about the 
rooms to speak to every acquaintance ho saw, frequently 
loft Charlotte under my care, and wc soon became mutually 
attached^so much so that from that evening our love ended 
only with the dear girl’s life. 

Our club continued to meet tmeo a week, ultimately 
fixing entirely at Lo Tollior’s, I believe more from the name 
and central situation than any superior merit. The house 
1 pitched upon and gave my dinner at, or rather presided atj 
was the St. Albans, where, though one or two general 
snarlcrs found fault with the dinner, all admitted the wines 
lo bo c.xquisitcly good, the champagne especially. The 
taverns wc had tried were : The Star and Garter, Pall Mail, 
unanimously approved ; the St. Albans, as I have above 
tncntioncd ; Thatched House, St. James’s Street, tolerable , 
Crown and Anchor, Strand, dinner capital, v/inos aboniin- 
ahlj' bad ; Devil, l-'leet Street, the dinner indilTerejit and 
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Trines tlio same, Trith the exception of port, which being 
remarknblj' good, nothing else was drank ; Queen’s Arms, St. 
Paul’s Churchyard, dinner and wines in general pronounced 
passable, and the London, Bishopsgato Street, which in my 
opinion far surpassed every other tavern wo went to. The 
dinner was allowed to bo excellent and served in a style of 
magnificence peculiar to that house, wines all of the best. 
Hero everybody was so well pleased that several of us re- 
mained at table rmtil seven o’clock in the morning. Had 
our original plan been strictly adhered to, doubtless the 
club would have settled at the London, but a considerable 
number of tho members residing at the west end of the 
town objected to tho horrid bore of going so far as Bishops- 
gato Street to dine. Lo Tcllior’s therefore was decided to 
bo the best house ! 

About once a month I gavo a diimor at my father’s, my 
friends always doing me tho honour to say neither Lo Tollior’s, 
tho London, or any tavern in tho metropolis could surpass 
mo in the oxcolicneo of tho viands and liquors. 

Wo had another very good sociable mooting occasionally, 
twelve or fifteen of us, attended by some of the most fashion- 
able women of the time, going to March’s, tho Windmill, at 
Salt Hill, where w'c spent three or four days together in 
all sorts of frolic and &noy. 

Wo usually w'cnt on Friday, staying till Tuesday, except 
that on Sunday evening, Mordaunt, Charlotte Bany, and 
myself would after dinner get into a post-chaise and four, 
and dash up to Comolys’s promenade, where after strolling 
round the rooms, chatting to acquaintances', we returned in 
the same manner to Salt Hill to sleep, but generally found 
some of tho party up, engaged at hazard, to which several 
were greatly addicted, especially Major George Bussell, 
who, about four years before, had returned from Bengal 
with a fortune of upwards of forty thousand pounds, the 
whole of which he had squandered away or lost at the 
gaming table, he at tho period I became acquainted 'with 
him not having five hundred pounds left. He lost at one 
sitting near ten thousand pounds to the Duke de Chartres, 



316 


MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM HICKEY 


afterwards Duke of Orleans, who fell a martyr to that 
dreadful revolution which he was very instrumental in 
bringing about, dying under the guillotine, unpitied and 
unlamented, the mob who attended him in his last moments 
stopping the cart in which they were leading him to execu- 
tion opposite his own palace, and there bestowing all sorts 
of abuse and opprobrious epithets upon him. 

Major BusseU used to say that the night after losing the 
above large sum he met the Duke at Ranelagh, and bowed, 
but His Grace neither returned his salutation nor took the 
least notice of him, a rudeness that greatly offended Russell. 
He was, however, most likely mistaken upon the occasion, 
and probably the Duke who was uncommonly near-sighted, 
did not see his bow, for if he had doubtless he would have 
returned it, being universally allowed to be one of the most 
affable and best bred men in Europe. 

My Sunday night excursions from Salt Hill to Soho 
Square cost me a coat each time, for Mordaunt, like my 
friend Bob Pott, always falling fast asleep in a carriage, 
Charlotte and I, during his naps, kissed and fondled like a 
pair of turtle-doves, and as the women then wore large 
quantities of pomatum and powder, and Charlotte had 
a profusion of hair, I was constantly covered with them. 
When Mordaunt observed this he would say to me in his 
usual rough snarl, “ What the devil have you been about 
to make such a figure of your clothes ? ” to which Charlotte 
without hesitation replied, “ I followed your bad example 
and went to.sleep with my head upon his shoulder.” “ Did 
you, by God ! ” said Mordaunt, “ the more fool ho for per- 
mitting it. I’ll be damned if you ever shall spoil my clothes 
so.” “Never fear, there is not the least danger of my 
attempting it,” contemptuously said Charlotte. 

Riding in Hyde Park, I there met my Fleet Market watch- 
house companion, Thomas Vaughan, Esq. After talking 
together some time upon common topics he said, “ I fre- 
quently see you in Suffolk Street, and yet, although so near 
and that you have often promised to ^vo me an oppor- 
tunity of introducing you to Mrs. Vaughan and a house full 
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of dftxiglit-ors, 5'ou have never done me the honour of call- 
ing.” I made some commonplace apology, and the subject 
dropped. After riding. some time, we loft the Park to- 
gether, and his horses standing at Fozard’s, wo dismounted 
and walked up Piccadilly, during which ho took out his 
watch, observing, “ It is, I see, only three o’clock. Suppose 
therefore, as you will afterwards have ample time to dress 
for dinner, that you come home with me now and let me 
make you acquainted with my family.” As I knew not how 
to parry this proposal I wont with Iiim. 

Upon getting to his house wo found the street door open 
Mr. Vaughan therefore desired me to follow him upstairs, 
where, without any announcing, ho opened the drawing- 
room door. Upon entering the room, I found sis very nice- 
looking girls at high romps, and all in dishabille. The two 
eldest were just rising into womanhood, estremely elegant 
figures. They appeared distressed beyond measure at a 
stranger’s thus unexpectedly coming upon them, exclaim- 
ing, ” Fie, papa, how could you bring a gentleman in 
without affording us an opportunity of retiring ? ” Nor did 
the father lessen their embarrassment by saying in an 
audible whisper to me, “There they are, Hickey, a com- 
plete half-dozen, aU good-looking girls. Hanm me, if I 
know what is to become of them, or how I shall be able 
to provide for them as they grow up.” Mrs. Vaughan was 
not at home, but I had been introduced to her a few even- 
ings before at a great party pven by a Mis. Treves. She was 
an uncommon clover woman and had written several things 
of extraordinary merit, which were published under the 
name and ns the production of her husband, though he was 
in no way equal to composing one of the kind, being a weak, 
empty coxcomb. They were both particularly attached to 
the drama, constant attendants upon the theatres, criticising 
in the public newspapers all new pieces and new actors. 
Mr. Sheridan was said to have had this couple in view when 
ho wrote the oharacteis of Mr. and Mrs. Dangle in his cele- 
brated work of “ The Critic.” 

Mrs. Vaughan brought her husband a fortune of ten 
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thousand pounds ; he held a sinecure place under Govern- 
ment of about six hundred a year, but being not only ex- 
travagant but a bad manager he was always involved, 
finding it difiScuIt to support with decency a numerous 
family. Indeed, he would have proved wholly unequal to 
do so had he not received material aid from the writings of 
Mrs, Vaughan, which becoming fashionable were read by 
everybody, consequently had a great sale. Three of this 
gentleman’s daughters some years after my awkward visit 
went to India, where they all married. The mother has 
been dead a long time, and Vaughan himself, as I am in- 
formed, a prisoner in the King’s Bench for debt. 
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CHAIILOTTE AND MORDAUNT 

T owards the end of February the committee to which 
the petition from Bengal liad been referred made their 
first report to the House of Commons, which rendered any 
further attendance on my part unnecessary, a circumstance 
I was not sorry for, having just received an intimation from 
Charlotte Barry that l^Iordaunt was making a party to go 
hunting and shooting in Oxfordshire, requesting that I 
would bo one amongst them. This I could not do, having 
promised Emily and Pott to accompany them to Portsmouth 
and see them embark, an order to do which they were in 
daily expectation of receiving. From this promise, how- 
ever, I was relieved by Robert calling one morning upon 
me and saying that he, upon consideration, felt that such 
a jaunt upon such an occasion must bo far from pleasant to 
me and would undoubtedly bo most (Bstressing to him as 
well as to his dear girl when wo should come to the final 
Icavctaking, a ceremony he knew wo mutually abhorred. 
Pott thought it would be better to waive the Portsmouth 
engagement, and proposed in lieu of it that I should go 
with them to Salt Hill, to which place he must pay a visit 
in order to sec his brother, Joseph Holden- Pott, then at 
Eton School ; ho said that ho and Emily would stay there 
until summoned away, and I, after passing one or more days, 
as I pleased, with them might slip off sans ckrbmomt and 
proceed to join the Oxfordshire party. Thus it was arranged 
and executed. After spending three days at March’s, aU 
low in spirits, I rose at break of day on the fourth morning, 
and leaving Pott and his lovely companion in bed, stepped 
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into a post-chaise for Reading on my w&y to Chapel House 
near Chipping Norton to join the sportsmen, and bo avoided 
the formal adieus of my greatly esteemed friend, Pott, and 
his beautiful Emily. 

Upon our arrival at Chapel House, Charlotte greeted me 
■with extraordinary warmth, while her jade of a sister, 
Nancy Barry (as "wicked a little de'vil as ever existed), cried 
out, “ Now?s your time, Hickey ! That beast Mordaunt 
was called away this morning by his Earl of a brother, who 
is on a visit at Lord Hilsborough’s, somewhere in the county, 
to whom he wants to introduce the nabob, so that you •vrill 
have a couple of days’ enjoyment together, and I have no 
doubt you’ll make the most of them.” The males of the 
party had not yet returned from the chase. From the 
women I learnt that it consisted of Joe Bird, Harvey 
Coombe, Wilberforce Bird, Van, Lord Semple, Lord Field- 
ing, and Ulysses Browne, the last-named having just then 
quitted the Horse Guards, in which he was an old Captain, 
but was obliged to quit from ha'ving lived rather too fast for 
his income. 

By five o’clock the chasseurs being all assembled at the 
inn, we sat down to dinner, were exceedin^y merry, and 
kept it up until midnight when we separated. Notwith- 
standing the fair opportunity and the mutual regard for 
each other between Charlotte and me, we had both our 
scruples of conscience, from her then living exclusively "with 
Mordaunt, whose intimate friend I was considered to be. 
She also assured me she never had been unfaithful to any 
man with whom she lived, that from her soul she detested 
her present keeper, Mordaunt, and would get rid of him verj 
soon, but while under lus immediate protection she -wished 
to act -with propriety. Neither could I forget Emily’s 
speech to me when in something of a similar situation. 

At ten we breakfasted, then mounted our horses, Char- 
lotte being one of the best horsewomen I ever saw. We 
took a long ride towards Birmingham, during which wo 
wore once very near falling in with the hounds and obliged 
to ttirn short, galloping off as fast as our steeds could carry 
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UB in order to gel out of their track, my fair companion 
having no more relish for the sports of the field than myself. 

At Chapel House I spent four as pleasant days os over 
I experienced, in the enjoyment of women, wine, and ad- 
mirable society. Wlion at table the men often remarked 
that although I shunned the chase, over the bottle I was 
as keen a sportsman as the best of them. 

On the fourth evening Mordaunt returned, and as he 
seemed more savage and looked surlier than over, I bid the 
party adieu ; ordering a chaise-and-fourlset off for London, 
giving Captain Browne a passage. 

Upon reaching St. Albans Street I found a letter from 
Mr. Pott, Robert’s father, most earnestly requesting to see 
me immediately upon a business in wliich his happiness was 
materially concerned as well as the future welfare or irre- 
trievable ruin of his son, my friend Robert. This letter I 
was concerned to see dated the morning upon which I had 
left toum. I, however, thought it right to wait upon him, 
and directly went to his house in Hanover Square, telling 
him I had only that hour received his letter. He was much 
distressed upon first seeing mo, and expressed his grateful 
sense of my kind attention towards him. Almost in tears, 
ho said that knowing the great influence I possessed over 
that inconsiderate boy, Robert, be had taken the liberty 
of sending for mo to beg my interference and exertions to 
preserve him from absolute destruction by preventing his 
committing an act pregnant with every possible evil, but 
which he feared was then past remedy, adding in an agony, 
“ For, do you know, Mr. Hickey, the unthinking boy has 
taken that infamous and notoriously abandoned woman, 
Emily, who has already involved him deeply as to pecuniary 
matters, with him to India, a step that must not only shut 
him out of all proper society, but prevent his being em- 
ployed in any situation of respect or emolument. I have 
nevertheless the melancholy consolation of feeling that I 
have strictly performed my duty as a parent towards him 
and done all in my power to save him from disgrace and 
ruin, and if I have failed in accomplishing an object I had 
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so much at heart no blamo surely can ho ascribed to me ; 
his folly bo upon his own head, mais scs vves sont courtes." 

I received the same day a long epistle from Robert, 
tcUing me that after an ineffectual attempt to get to sea 
they had returned, and still lay wind-bound at the Mother 
Bank (Portsmouth) ; that ho was extremely uneasy at the 
detention, as the old buck (meaning his fatW) was stirring 
heaven and earth to defeat his wish of keeping his dear 
woman with him. ** Nay,” adds he, “ do you know, Bill, 
he has carried it so far as to apply to the Court of Directors, 
and the stupid soap-boilers in consequence directed their 
addle-pated secretary to address a letter * upon the. service,' 
to Captain Urmston, admonishing him against so impardon- 
able a fault as permitting a common prostitute to find her 
way to India on board his ship. But it’s all in vain, my dear 
Will, go she must, and go she shall by aU the powers of 
heaven and hell. Poor Urmston is in a woeful panic, 
saying it may be the means of his losing the command of 
his ship, and the service altogether. But I know better ; 
the worst the cheese-mongering varlots of Leadenhall 
Street can do is to mulct him a few hundred pounds, which 
I, of course, shall pay.” Ho then again pressed me to join 
them, observing he had a noble cabin quite complete and 
ready to receive me, with a set of passengers I should like. 
I, however, felt no inclination to avail myself of this friendly 
offer, having too many attachments to England to quit it 
until dire necessity should make me do so. 

Two days after this, I believe about the 6th of March, 
taking m3’ usual exercise on horseback in H3’do Park, 
Mordaunt rode up to tell mo he had the evening before 
brought Mrs, Barr3’ to town, apprehending her to be dangpr- 
ousl3’ ill ; that the physicians, however, consoled him by 
6a3’ing that was by no means the case, and, although she 
might be confined for some time, would ultimately do very 
well, but that perfect quiet was indispensabl3’ necessary, and 
that nothing should disturb or agitato her for a week or ten 
da3’s. 

“ For m3' part, Hicke3*,” continued Mordaunt, “ I begin 
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to piijipcct phe is in love with you. Slio is so damned ill- 
nal lin'd and out of spirita except ivhon you arc present, 
and when you an» phe is all life. The hour j'ou left us at 
Chapel lIou.ee she became ns cross ns the devil, and I could 
get no good out of her. Damn her, I won’t talk any more 
about her, but leave her to her infernal apothecaries* bolusscs, 
draughts, and dark chambers. How horridlj- stupid London 
i.e, nothing going fonvnrd worth notice. I wish you was not 
Fo wedded to it and would dash off Bomewhorc for a week 
or po.” 

1 told him I was ready and willing, having no particular 
inducements ju.st then in I.ondon, but where should we 
go to T “ To Portsmouth,” said Slortlniint. “ I was told 
nn hour ago that the grand Channel fleet are at an anchor 
there, affording to the people on shore a glorious spectacle. 
Ijct’s get into a chni-se and bo off directly.” 

That I told him 1 could not do, being most particularly 
engaged for the rest of that day, but would accompany 
him on the folloiinng morning at as early an hour as ho chose. 
He growled sadly at this delay, as he called it, pressing mo 
to give up my engagements and set off, but ns I positively 
refused it was settled that I should brcalcfast with him tho 
next morning at eight o’clock at his mother’s house in Dean 
Street, Soho, from whence we should start on our expedi- 
tion. 

Upon my arrival at Lady Peterborough’s I saw standing 
at tho door a smart travelling post-chaise, having tho family 
coat-of-arms and coronet handsomely painted upon the 
panels. Having finished our brcaldnst, wo stepped into 
the carriage and set off in high stylo. Upon enquiring how 
Mrs. Barry was that morning, ho replied, “ Oh, ciuso me if I 
know anything about her, as from tho infernal doctor’s 
prohibition I am not allowed to touch her. I slept lost 
night at my mother’s, nor have I seen her since I brought 
her to town and left her at her lodgings tho night before 
last. I have no doubt, Hickey, but you could cure her 
much sooner than tho whole college of medical men.” 

When Mordaunt and I left London the weather was, os it 




A TRIP WITH MORDAUNT 325 

Without a •\vonl inoro Moninunt told the waiter who had 
come info the room to take away the hrcakfast-things, and 
bring the chaiHe to the door as soon ns possible. In n few 
minutes it was announced ready. Wo got in, but before 
wo reached Portsmouth the enow recommenced, falling so 
fast and so thick that when we got. out at the George Inn 
we literally could not distinguish the houses on the opposite 
side of the street. As it began to freeze before wo loft 
Pctersfield the roads were so elippery the horses could not 
keep their feet, and we were full four hours going the stage 
to Portsmouth. 

Moninunt, more sulky than ever, would not speak when 
I wi.shcd to consult him about dinner. I therefore desired 
the landlord to furnish tho best his larder afforded. At 
five we sat down to an excellent dinner. A few glasses of 
mndeira restoring my misanthropic companion to some- 
what better temper, we chatted over tljo bottle until after 
coffee was served, then played piquet until bedtime. 

Tho next morning tho weather had not in tho least 
mended, we nevertheless so far set tho snow at deflanco as to 
walk to the coffee-room upon tho Parade, from whence in 
clear weather there is a fine prospect of Spithcad and the 
Isle of Wight, but in the state wo had it wo could not see 
twenty yards from tho windows. Hero wo met a number 
of naval ofliccrs and entered into conversation with several. 
We also had a very good match at billiards, thus beguiling 
tho hours until towards four o’clock, when two smart young 
lieutenants accepted an invitation wo gave them to partake 
of our dinner at tho George. Wo gave as much madeira 
and claret as, they could carry away, and at midnight they 
departed in high spirits, well pleased with their entertain- 
ment. 

A second day and evening went off vastly well. The 
third morning a tremendous snow continued falling with 
severe frost. Wo repeated our visit to the coffee-room 
and played billiards, but there being a court martial that 
drew away all tho officers we could not procure a single 
guest to join us at dinner, so that the snarlor and I had a 
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mc-c-Uii. I perceived be 'frss rrticb oe:t of humonr frcrr 
h!= deterrdned rZerrce dtirbcg tbe mesl cjid bis freqvieirf 
£ppbes.t:on to tbe bottle. Eavirrg drank otir rosee, I called 
fer cards, beating him seven games, not at aii improving 
bis manners. A iittls before eleven I looked at mv vstcb 
to SCO tbe hoar, Trberenpon •sith great violence he dashed 
dovn bis cards upon the table and looking dercelv at me 
tbe fclicving dialogue ensued : — 

Mordaunt : “ Prav. mav I venture, isitbout dvinc of ence, 
to ask boTT long von propose staving in this attracting to-vn 
o: Pcrtsznouth ” 

Kickev : “I cannot consider that etbersdse than an 
insulting question, and most extraordxnaiv to ccn:e frore 
von. Mordannt. Ead I put such a one to vou it vrould have 
been more appropriate and reasonable.” 

Idordaunt : Fcr tbe soni of nee I can't see vrbv. E? 
that £5 it mar, and let vc nr object in continuing at Ports- 
mouth be- ever so gcod, I am satisded, quite satisded, bv 
God. I have bad enough of Portsmouth, tbe enviable, 
delightful spot, and viH leave it this instant.” 

Hickev : “ Xct in snob a night as this is, I imagine, icr 
that "Guld be tc-o tdld a measure for even tbe very eccentri: 
Captain Idordaunt to adopt.” 

Zderdaunt : “ Tbe ee-eentric Captain Zlcrdaunt, bovever, 
cc-rtainlv vdll not seav anetber hour in this infernal tOTm, 
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to tli. v<ry oppo-itf., ujul 1 hmnv no rt-.Ton \v)»y your« nrr 
to liiiid JI 1 C-." 

Iljil.iy • " Vot .uiyonx oxrf-pt n mndiiinn would opivo a*> 
to th»- pKijirii-ty of jny ndviro upon tliin orrn;don. One 
;.dv;i!it:ipo 1 rli;iU drtiv«* from your cd);.tinnry — it will pn>- 
vi-nt my * v«'r poinp. ujum itn I’Xjwdition witlj n mndmnn in 
ftilun*.” 

Mofd.-iunt : " Y<iu nn- Ix'cominp. nmnrinply rudo." 
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nn inn nt I’ort-uuoutli wlmn it in tliKngreoiiblo to ino to con- 
tiiiui* tlu-rc." 
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Hrckc-v : *' Give rze hare to zsk ~h?.t {srossht t:s here 
b::t jo':s tJiscccnits'bls jorrarsoness and oh^tiracT- Did 
I net ~hen at ?*tarsne!d strc-nglT rc-monstrate arainst cen- 
thanirg the jonmev con seeing so total a charge in the 
weather had taken place, and ohserre to vor that the prr- 
rcse for ~hirh. Tre set ort heirs so comistelv defeated the 
best thing -^re corld do 'rrcnld he to retrm to London “i Dz 
ron net most pertiraciorsij and nrlishlr insist upon gtir 
cn in spite of frost, sno— , and all I corld sst to indree rc 
to abandon vonr inte-nticn ” 

Mcrcannt : ' ‘ Pern ans I did perssTere in Tcshing to actor 
plish nv object. Perhats, too, the r:---.’:.- tres-r ren speak c 
inrrenced me. Certain it is the sane rerffshre.:® and nc 
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fifty pounds which I suppose will defray my share.” 1 told 
him he had better keep his money for the present ; that as 
wo had agreed upon leaving London one of us should pay 
the whole expcnce and settle upon our return, -and I had 
hitherto done so, I should continue it and call for his half 
when I reached London. Ho thereupon pocketed his note, 
stalked down to his chaise, and I went to my bedchamber. 

I had not been more than ten minutes in bed when the 
door of my room was opened with a great bang and in 
marched Mordaunt, damning and cursing all fortified towns. 
Enquiring what was the matter, he replied, “ The damned 
gate is shut and I can’t get out.” To which I answered, 
“ It is a lucky circumstance for you, so now for God’s sake 
go quietly to bed, and after breakfast we will set oS to 
gother.” He continued muttering to himself and walldng 
up and down the room, upon which I, with some warmth, 
declared that if ho did not choose to sleep himself he should 
no longer disturb my rest, and I was actually rising to com- 
pel him to retire, when the landlord once more appeared, 
saying, ‘* Now, sir, if you are resolved upon proceeding there 
is an opportunity of doing so. A dispatch is this instant 
going ofi from the Admiral and, of course, the gate must be 
opened to let the express pass.” Mordaunt, upon hearing 
this, without saying a word to me, ran downstairs, and in 
a few minutes I heard the carriage drive oS. 

At nine in the morning I ate a hearty breakfast, then 
getting into a post-chaise, taking Fresldni inside with me,, 
proceeded towards London. I found the roads more dread- 
fully bad than I expected, being one sheet of ice, so that I 
actually wondered how the poor horses could draw the' 
carriage and preserve their footing, although frost-shod. 
Upon reaching the inn at Godaiming, I enquired whether 
a single gentleman and servant had been there that day, to 
which the waiter replied the only person that had gone 
towards London was the Earl of Peterborough, who left the 
house about an hour before on his way from Portsmouth, 
his Lordship seeming very much out of humour at the 
detention he had met with on the road from the severity 
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tilions \vft 5 tr.l:c» up for dctid. Mordnunl in a fainting etatc 
was carried into the hou?o, wliero liifi impntionco and 
npprchcnFion tliat his leg was broho and likowiso that ho 
Jind received sonic infernal injurj', inado him insist upon nn 
immediate removal, which, notwithstanding tho remon- 
strances of a Wandsworth apothccarj’ and tho ontrcatics 
of the compassionate people that had witnessed tho acci- 
dent, he persevered in. A conch being prc*pared ■nith 
pillow.*;, ho was lifted into it, attended by his oini servant 
and the apothecniy to support him, and thus was conveyed 
to his mother’s in Dean Street, where he arrived about 
eight this morning. Lady Peterborough, frightened out of 
her wits, instantly sent oft for Mr. Pott, and two or three 
other eminent surgeons. Tins account was brought to mo 
bj’ Richanl, Mordaunt’s groom, not above an hour ago.” 
And 60 ended Mordnunt’s precious journcj' from Portsmouth. 
It Is unncccssnr}’ to add that Charlotte and I enjoyed our- 
Eclvcs and were perfectly happy during his confinement. 
Upon his recoverj' he called upon mo and made tho hand- 
Bomest apology possible for his very rude and intemperate 
behaviour, cEpccially for so abruptly leaving mo to como 
by raj’EcIf from Portsmouth. However, ho observed, for 
that part of his obstinacy and folly he had been sufBciontly 
punished, both in person and purso, for indopondont of 
almost brcaldng his neck he understood from tho coach- 
maker that his brother’s carriage lind sustained such 
material injury it would cost about fifty pounds to put it 
to rights. 

During tliis visit Mordaunt showed mo a letter ho had 
received tho preceding day from Mr. James Grant, offering 
to lot him tho house at Drayton for six months from tho 
let of May, as ho had expressed an earnest desire to have it, 
and requesting him to como down for a couple of days, when 
he would show tho many conveniences of tho premises, and 
settle tho terms upon which ho would lot it. “ And now, 
Hickey,” said Mordaunt, “ convince mo that you pardon 
my late ill-behaviour by accompanying mo and Charlotte 
to Drayton. Sho particularly desired I would request it 
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as a favoTir in her narae.” - The latter sentence detenninsd 
me. and I promised to go idth them. I think it ■^as ahont 
the loth of ilarch that Tre three Trent to Grant's, oontinning 
there three days. The bargain "as c-onclnded and the honse, 
furnished, Trith the stock of honors of eTery kind- Tras to 
become Zdordannt’s at the time before mentioned. 
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INFATUATED WITH CHARLOTTE 

T he club broke up at the end of March. The two last 
months of its existence I had scarcely been once at it, my 
whole time being given up to my new favourite, Charlotte, 
in attending her to masquerades, theatres. The Pantheon, 
and every other public place that was open, to no one of 
which would she ever consent to go unless I made one, 
and although Mordaimt was exceedingly jealous of her 
avowed partiality towards me, he often entreated me to 
let them have as much of my company as I could, observing 
that Charlotte was not at all the same person when I was 
absent, being then dejected and so damned ill-tempered he 
could make nothing of her. “ Nay,” said he, “ she has even 
gone so far as to tell me to my face that her object and in- 
tention is to give herself up entirely to you.” After a pause 
in which I could see he had worked himself into a rage, he 
with extreme vehemence added, ” but that, by God, she 
never shall do, to you or any other man breathing, so long 
as I live.” As I felt awkward upon the subject I made no 
answer, and besides, I had given my solemn promise to 
Charlotte that 1 would avoid quarrelling with Mordaunt, 
and leave the bringing about a separation entirely to her. 

In April, Ranelagh, to which I always had been partial 
opened, and we were constant attendants thrice a week, 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. Even the 
general grumbler, Mordaunt, acknowledged he foimd that 
entertainment more pleasing than any other of the public 
places. He one morning took me to look at a famous 
travelling-coach building for his brother in Long Acre. In 
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size it was nearly, if not full as large as the Lord Mayor of 
London’s state carriage. It accommodated three persons 
on each side ^Tith superabimdnnt room. In the centre there 
drew up from the bottom, by springs, a table, sufficiently 
large to dine six persons comfortably. Under the floor were 
all the requisite apparatus of saucepans, gridiron, &c., for 
cooking, likewise knives, forks, plates, dishes, and other 
articles of a sideboard. Beneath the seats complete 
bedding for four persons was stowed, which, when wanted 
for use, were taken out and placed upon a frame, crossways, 
four capital beds being made ready in five minutes. In a 
projection from the back of the body of the carriage and 
the same forward was ample stowage for wines, and all sorts 
of Hquois, handsome cut glass bottles of various sizes being 
secured in fixed frames, so that no motion, short of an 
absolute upset, could injure or derange them. In short, this 
stupendous vehicle was a moving house, having in and 
about it every convenience appertaining to a mansion. It 
was finished in point of workmanship and decorations in 
the liighest maimer, the Peterborough arms and heraldic 
ornaments being painted in a style of taste and with a 
delicacy that did the artist infinite credit. 

The young Earl’s object in building so uncommon a 
vehicle was to ensure for himself every common comfort 
when travellmg upon the Continent, especially through 
Italy, where by woeful experience he knew the inns were 
execrable, abomiding in dirt and filth, the beds swarming 
with bugs, fleas, and vermin of everj- description. The 
greatest objection to this carnage was its extreme ponder- 
osity, which when I first saw it struck me so forcibly that 
I asked the coachmaker whether he did not apprehend its 
extraordinarj- weight might prove so serious as to render 
it useless, to which the mechanic candidly replied, “Un- 
doubtedly it ivill, sir. Its weight is an insuperable im- 
pediment t-o its ever being of any real use, much less that 
for which it is intended, for no number of horses that could 
be attached together in harness would ever be able to drag 
it along the dreadful roads of Italy, Germany, and manyparts 
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of Franco, and so I have taken the liberty of tolling liis Lord- 
ship over and over again since this carriage has been in 
hand, and although I am convinced his own good sense 
satis&cd him of the truth of what I said, ho insisted upon 
mj* completing the work. Such crowds of people came 
daily to look at it while it remained in the front shop as 
greatly to impede and interrupt my workmen, the evil 
increasing to such a degree that I was at last obliged to 
remove it to this private warehouse, and refuse entrance 
to all persons appljdng to see it.” 

While Mordaunt and I were engaged in this conversation 
with the coachmakcr. Lord Peterborough came in, and uppn 
his brother’s repeating to him the purport of what had just 
been said respecting the carriage, ho readily admitted the 
justness of the opinion, saying he had no idea he should 
ever be able to use it in the way ho intended. “ However, 
that don’t much signify,” said his Lordship, “ and it cer- 
tainly has been a source of much amusement to me and 
my friends whilst building. Besides, Henry (addressing 
Mordaunt), if I am disappointed of its uses, it will serve you 
and your sultanas admirably well in your excursions about 
the country, and as you %vill neither require the bedding, 
nor any of the stores, when all those are taken out the 
draught will be easy enough for four horses, and I am 
convinced it will prove a most comfortable carriage to 
travel in.” Mordaunt replied,." Very well, Peterborough, I 
certainly shall make the trial ere long.” 

On the 1st of May, at the particular request of Mor- 
daunt, and the desire of Charlotte expressed to me privately, 
£ accompanied them from London to take possession of the 
house at Drayton. Mr. Grant w'aited there to receive and 
entertain us, leaving us the next morning. I continued 
there two days, when the sulkiness of Mordaunt became so 
offensive, he from morning to night abusing Charlotte and 
scowling at me, and declining everything like conversation, 
that I could no longer submit to it, and, bidding her adieu, I 
mounted my horse and rode to town. In the evening of 
the same day Mordaunt, in great agitation, came to me at 
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my father’s, begging and entreating that I wonld retnm with 
him to Drayton, Charlotte being suddenly seized with an 
illness of so alarming a nature he was quite miserable about 
her. I told him his conduct was so unbecoming towards 
her as a woman that I was astonished any consideration 
on earth could induce her to remain another day with him ; 
that as to myself, his behaviour had been so strange and so 
rude during my last visit I should not voluntarily subject 
myself to a repetition of it: he must therefore excuse 
my declining an3' more being a guest of his. He begged 
so hard, however, and expressed so much' sorrow and con- 
trition for the violence he had been guilty of, ascribing it 
to a natural infirmity which he was resolved to correct in 
future, that I relented and consented to return with him to 
Drayton. He then told me that James Grant and Mrs. Grant 
would be of our party, and all should be good-humour and 
hilarity. 

The following morning we four went down together in a 
post-coach. Although only a distance of sixteen miles,' and 
notwithstanding all Mordaunt’s fair promises, the devil 
burst forth from him twice or thrice during our short journey, 
for which Mrs. Grant, who possessed a great command of 
words, and could, when she pleased, be excessively severe, 
rated him unmercifully. She concluded a most bitter 
lecture, declaring her astonishment that so mild and sweet 
a girl as Charlotte Barry was could ever have consented 
to be an inmate of the same house with him or, having in- 
advertently done so, that she should continue to submit to 
the caprices and ill-humour of so insufferable a brute. This 
attack from the lady was renewed after dinner at Drayton, 
when she repeated all she had said in the coach. This she 
was led to do from his short and surly answers to Charlotte, 
notwithstanding he had represented her as being dangerously 
ill. He stood the attack with apparent composure for some 
time, but at last flew into a terrible rage, calling Mrs. Grant 
a dirty little drab, an impudent and most abandoned 
strumpet, whereupon Grant jumped up from his chair, and 
putting his fist close to Mordaunt’s face, told him his own 
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houso alono protected him from that chastisoment he was 
disposed to give him, and which his insolence and vulgarity 
BO richly deserved. Poor Charlotto, dreadfully frightened, 
was throvm into ly^terics by the scone, and whilst I and 
the servants were attending to and using means to recover 
her, Grant took his lady by tho hand, walked to the inn, 
where they got into a chaiso and went o£E for London. 

It was upwards of an hour before Charlotte recovered. 
The moment she was herself Mordaunt began to bewail 
tho misery constantly attendant upon' his yielding to the 
momentary impulses ho felt, and, turning to mo, he said, 
“Hickoy, you can have no idea of my sufferings. My 
whole soul is wrapped up in that woman (pointing to Char- 
lotte), who by her neglect and contemptuous treatment 
drives me almost mad, so that I know not what I say or do. 
I fear she loathes and detests me in return for adoring her, 
and her only pleasure is involving me in disputes and 
quarrels upon her account. Into what a dilemma has she 
now brought me. In my frenzy I have shamefully ill- 
treated James Grant, who has upon several oocasions 
shown himself my zealous friend. I must and will pacify 
him. There is no submission, no apology, that I will refuse 
to make.” I reminded him that the state Charlotte was 
in was 'ill calculated to bear further noise or alarms, and 
recommended his being more temperate. To this he acceded, 
saying he would leave me to console his dearest girl, while 
he followed and endeavoured to make his peace with Grant. 
We soon after retired to our respective chambers, Charlotte 
pleading her illness in order to be left alone for the night, 
which Mordaunt, though ungraciously, was obliged to con- 
sent to. 

The following morning while Mordaunt and I were at 
breakfast, for Charlotte did not leave her room, he told me 
he was going to London to apologize to Grant and persuade 
him to return with him to Drayton, requesting I would take 
care of Charlotte during his absence. He said he would, if 
possible, be back to dinner, but desired I would not wait 
beyond the usual hour. He then called for his horse and 
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Bct off at full speed, followed by hia groom. The moment 
he waa gone Charlotte joined mo, and ,wo hugged ourselves 
in the thoughts of enjoying a few hours uninterrupted by 
his brutality. Time passed rapidly away. 

The time of dinner coming without Mordaunt’s appear- 
ing, we sat down together and had a comfortable meal. In 
the evening we strolled about the grounds, which wore very 
pretty. Agreeably disappointed at Mordaunt’s continued 
absence, we took our coffee, tea and, at ten o’clock, supper. 
I then good-naUiredly began to hope, either that he had 
broken his neck or that Grant had blown out his brains. 
At eleven we determined to go to bed. My room was the 
next to Charlotte’s, and as all the servants were in my 
interest they were ready enough to do everything ,to accom- 
modate and please me. Upon Charlotte’s retiring, the 
butler, with great civility, begged my pardon for what 
he was going to say, but as ho and his fellow-servants wore 
sensible of my goodness to them upon all occasions, and the 
same respecting their worthy mistress, they had desired 
him to assure me that their master should not take me by 
surprise, for in case he arrived in the night they would take 
care to keep him long enough at the gate, and make suffi- 
cient noise to apprise mo of his approach. Besides which, 
his lady’s maid would sit up. Thus secured against aboi- 
dent, I with confidence usurped the tyrant’s place. 

We rose at an early hour in tlio morning, brealifasted 
at ten, the customary time, and after it mounted our 
horses, bending our course towards the groat western road. 
When about two miles on the London side of Colnbrook 
wo met Mordaunt with Mr. and Mrs. Grant, going at a 
furious rate to Drayton. After exchanging a few words they 
proceeded, and wo turned back. Upon getting home wo 
learnt that Mordaunt on his reaching town had directly 
gone in search of Grant, but after running about for several 
hours without success, resolved to wait patiently at 
Mrs. Grant’s for his coming, which he did at one in the 
morning, when Mordaunt, though with considerable diffi- 
culty, made his peace, getting from him a consent to 
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accompany him to DrajKon again at eleven o’clock in tho 
•morning, before ■n-hich time Mordaunt was at their door 
with a post-chaise and four. 

Soon after wo got to Drayton, Mordaunt and Grant went 
to the stable to look at tho horses, tho two women and I 
strolling about the garden, when the character of the master 
of tho house was very freely discussed, iMrs. Grant avo'wing 
that although James had thought proper to forgive his 
unexampled impertinence she was far from having done so, 
and was determined in some way or other to be revenged 
for the infamous epithet ho had bestowed upon her. 

Llordaunt in addition to his various eccentricities had 
several antipathies. Himself beyond a doubt in some 
measure insane, nothing occasioned him so much terror 
as encountering any unfortunate maniac. It therefore 
became an object with these two •adeked and mischievous 
girls, wherever they were, and Mordaunt one of the party, 
t-o bring into the room some person labouring under that 
heavy aflliction, a female if procurable, adiom they taught 
suddenly and unexpectedly to seize Mordaunt round tho 
neck and embrace him. From a trick of this sort I was once 
witness to, I actually thought ho would have died from the 
fright ho was thrown into. Another of his violent dislikes 
was to frogs, the sight of which animal would put him into 
a cold sweat, and the same 'with respect to cats. Great 
pains were therefore taken to put in his way frogs and cats. 

At dinner tho day the Grants returned Mordaunt was in 
tolerable good-humour until offended by the incessant mirth 
of the two women, at which he grow crabbed, asking what 
the devil they were giggling at. From their significant nods 
and signs to each other, I conjectured some mischief was 
on foot, though I knew not what, not having been let into 
the secret. The meat being removed, pastry succeeded. 
Mrs. Grant, drawing a dish to her, said to Mordaunt who sat 
next to her, “ Captain Mordaunt, will you allow me to help 
you to a bit of this tart ? ” Ho gruffly answered, “ No, 
ma’am,” to which she, with a broad grin, replied, “ Dear ! 
now that’s very iU-natured, for you like cherry tart and 
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always eat it, and these are, I understand, the first of the 
season.” He then said he could help himself, pulling the 
dish from before her, and began to cut it. The moment he 
took oJff a piece of the upper crust, out jumped an immense 
large frog, followed by two or three of lesser size in succes- 
sion as fast, as could be. Mordaunt instantly fell back in his 
chair as if he had been shot. Recovering, however, in a 
few moments he seized a carving knife that lay before him, 
and had not Grant, who sat on the other side of him, arrested 
his raised-up arm I have not a doubt but he would have 
stabbed Mrs. Grant. His face was of a livid hue and counte- 
nance horrible. Both women, excessively terrified, screeched 
and ran out of the room, the servants gathering up and 
carrying oS the offensive animals. 

It certainly was as malicious as imprudent a prank, near 
producing an- a-wful consequence, yet I could scarcely pity 
the savage man who suffered so materially under it. Al- 
though he did Grant and me the justice to say he did not 
suspect either of us of being privy to the circumstance, we 
had the utmost difficulty in pacifying him, nor do I believe 
we should have succeeded had not Charlotte come to our 
aid and by her caresses soon brought him about. She 
certainly had great influence over him, and he was dotingly 
fond of her. He professed to have pardoned Mrs. Grant, 
but took infinite pains to discover which of the servants had 
assisted in the infamous trick (as he termed it). None of 
the domestics would betray the actual persons. Mordaunt 
was therefore reduced to vent his spleen upon a poor under- 
gardener, because, he said, the damned animals must have 
been supplied by him, notwithstanding his protestations of 
innocence, and he dismissed him from his service. 

On the 18th we all went to London and the following 
day to Epsom races in Lord Peterborough’s famous coach, 
which I have already described, being the first exhibition 
of it upon the road. We got on inimitably well with six 
horses and three postilions. Mrs. Grant, Charlotte, and 
myself sat on one side, Mordaunt and Grant on the other. 
We had previously engaged private lodgings at Epsom, 
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or, ml her, in flic lU'iRliboiirliooci, being half a milo distant 
from llu' low), for tbp race week. Eacli dnj' upon making 
our app(‘arnncc on Iho Downs, tbo novelty of our vobiclo 
drew the attention of nil bystnndore, a mob constantly col- 
lecting round us, with open mouths staring at the oxtra- 
ordinaiy machine and criticising cvciy part of it. It cer- 
tainly w.is the c.asicst and most comfortable carriage I ever 
sat in. 

Tlic races l>oing finished wo left Ep.som for London, 
Mordaunt's natural vile temper not being at all improved 
by being three hundred pounds minus bj' the week’s specu- 
lation, and that entirely owng to his obstinacy and self- 
opinion, which made him back a particular horse, notwth- 
st ending Grant, who knew much more of the matter than 
he did, told him that several of the Imoving ones had 
cautioned him against laying iipon the favourite, as be had 
not a chance of winning. Ho spumed the advice, lost his 
money, and the sulk consequently increased. 

Cliarlotto and I kept a man and horse in full exercise 
galloping backwards and forwards between Drayton and 
London, for whenever Mordaunt was likely to bo absent six 
or eight hours she instantly dispatched the man with a lino 
to give mo notice, in consequence of which I was with her 
as speedily as four horses could convoy mo. 

Mordaunt having invited mo ono day to take a seat with 
him in a gig his brother had lent him, wliioh, like all the 
Earl’s carriages, was uncommonly elegant and, of course, 
bearing the arms, coronet, &c., I accepted the offer. We set 
off from Park Lane and drove through Hyde Park. In 
turning out of the Park ono of the stage-coaohes with a 
number of outside passengers, huzzaing and hallooing, 
frightened our horse. He began to plunge and kick, finally 
running us against a post of a now Simday turnpike then 
erecting, whereby both shafts of the gig were snapped 
short off and Morda\mt thrown out, but not materially hurt 
by the fall. He then sent his groom on to Kensington to 
procure a post-chaise to carry us on the rest of our way. 
The carriage arriving in a few minutes, the gig was given to 
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the charge of the ostler with directions to take it to a 
coaohmaker’s to bo repaired, and ho (Mordaunt) would call 
for it on his return from the country. We then proceeded 
to Drayton without further disaster. 

The following morning Charlotte, Mordaunt, and myself, 
during our ride on horseback, mot Sir George Metham, a 
debilitated but high-spirited old debauchee. He was quite of 
the vieille Gour, elegant and well bred. In the years 1770- 
1773 1 had often been upon drunlcen parties with him. He 
instantly recognized mo and bowed. Being also slightly 
acquainted with Mordaunt, he joined us. In the course 
of conversation discovering that wo were at Drayton, ho 
observed he was only a few miles distant from that place, 
having a cottage upon Colcshill, to which he requested our 
company at dinner the next day, and, addressing mo in 
particular, said, “ You, Mr. Hickey, will find an old frioiid 
there, who I am sure will Bo very happy to see you.” Mor- 
daunt, with more suavity than was usual, said he would 
wait upon Sir George with pleasure, provided he would 
go homo with us and spend the rest of the day at Drayton. 
This Sir George consented to do. Upon our getting there 
he dispatched his horses and servant to say ho should dine 
out and to order his carriage to take him homo at night, 
observing ho wos too old to venture on horseback in the 
dark and with wine in his head. Sir George still enjoying 
the bottle, we drank freely, so much so that Mordaunt got 
extremely intoxicated, and we wore obliged to send him off 
to bod. Sir George remained with Charlotte and me until 
midnight, when ho wished us good night and departed. 

The next day Mordaunt was totally incapable of moving, 
and so ill that ho begged 1 would escort Charlotte and make 
his apologies to Sir George. I ocoordingly did so. Upon 
our arrival at ColcshiU I was much gratified at being greeted 
by a very old female friend, Mrs. Carter, with whom I had 
thentofore been engaged in many a jovial scene, she, in those 
days, being known by the name of Bet Pyo. She appeared 
equally happy at the renewal of our acquaintance and 
talking over matters long past. Sir George liod merely told 
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her n gentleman bIio lind formerly laio\\'n ttos coming to dine 
with her. The rest of the parly consisted of a young man, 
natural son of Sir George’s, Lord Spencer Hamilton of the 
Guards, and an elderly gentleman of the neighbourhood 
whose name I have forgot. 

We had a delightful day in eveiy respect. So gay and 
cheerful were wc all that the hours fled imperceptibly, until 
Clinrlotte, casually looking at her watch, exclaimed with 
surprize, “ Is it possible that my watch can bo right ? If 
it is, time has indeed flown upon wings, for it is past two.” 
And so it undoubtcdl}' was. I therefore rang to order the 
carriage, but Sir George, like an old sportsman, insisted 
upon our taking the Dukkin Dorreege (I Icnow not whether 
I spell it correctly. It means the parting glass, or glass at 
the door, in the Irish language),* and ho produced some 
burgundj’’ which, if not quito equal to Mr. Paxton’s, was of 
a very superior quality to what was generally mot with. 
At three wc drove off, and having sixteen miles to go it was 
near five ere wo reached Drayton. Wo found Mordaunt, 
early as it was, already up, stalking up and do^vn the walk 
under tlio wall of the garden, in high dudgeon at our long 
stay, the cause of which ho asked with great acrimony. 
Ho then said he supposed we had- not sh-pt in the carriage, 
with peculiar suUenncss. However, whether we had or 
not, madam would not have many hours of it then, as he 
had received a letter w'liioh made his presence in town 
necessary by eleven o’clock, where he should be detained 
upon business some days. Charlotte and I, w'ho were in 
those days both full of health and vigour, declared our 
readiness, if ho wished it, to set oS immediately, neither of 
us feeling a want of sleep. This put him into good-humour. 
Ho condescended to say it was very kind in us, and as he 
was anxious to see his lawyer he woiild avail himself of it. 
Brealdost being ordered to be made ready as soon as possible, 
by a quarter-post six wo got it, directly after which we got 
into a post-chaise and departed for London. 

* ETidestlr Hickoy is referring to the Scotch custom of tho '* wee Deooh an 
Doris. “-Ed. 
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Hr brother and I Trent that daj to dine Trith the nsefnl. 
if not respectable. ITadam KeThr. in Arlington Street. In 
the evening -rre attended three or her chich€r.s. in the old 
c-eldam's coach, to Tcmham Green, to drr-nV tea at the' 
Pack Horse and treat the misses to a STdng. there being a 
capital one £sed im in the garden. We had onlv been a 


fe~ minntes engaged at the sv*kigj vrhen into the garden 
Tralks-d ilordannt vith mv dear Charlotte hanging npon his 
arr-i- She looked very much displeased and vonld scarcely 
deign to speak to me. After a very short stay they retnmed 


into the honse and I sav no more of them that evening, 
bnt upon getting home some honrs aftervnrds, I fonnd a 
letter from Charlotte frherein she in strong terms up- 
braided me for degrading myself so far as to appear at a 
onbIic,inn Tvith snch companions as she had seen, con- 


cluding vrrth an earnest desire, if I valued her advice, to 


avoid all connection vvith snch females as I had spent that- 
day -svith. aliiiding to two remarkably hne girlSj thongh 
certain^ rather notoiions. who were distmgrdshed by the 
nicknames of the Dnche^ of Portland and the Hnche® of 


Devonshire, from a likeness they were respectively thought 
to bear to these elevated personages. 

In June ITordannt made a party for Drayton, of which 
I was one, and he proposed onr going down together, 
saying he had received information that- his brother’s gig 
WES repaired, and if I had no objection we shonld ride to 
EhnsiEgton and there get into it, letting onr servants lead 
the horses on. This mode was accordingly adopted. 
We fonnd Ifr. and 3Irs. Grant, with Captain ZJacinfesh 
jnst arrived before ns, and soon after Sir George Hetham 
and l£rs. Carter drove to the do-nr. 

Before the honr of dinner Lord Semple, Captain Adding- 
ton, of the Dragoons, Van. and Zsaney Barry, all ar r i v e d. 
We ccmseonently sat down a jovial party, doing dne honour 
to Horda rmt’s wines, which were all of the best. Scon after 
the doth was taken away, Wordannt complained of snddso. 
indisposition. He therefore reqnested I wonld do the 
favonr to preside, and he left the room. We all thonght is 
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wnf) a prolonr^' in order (o nvokl rlrinkinp, in wJiicii vre did 
him injuHtirc, for Iso wih drcadfjilly J'lid continued bo 
Fovcral liourB. Ap liis locum loncns I did duo honour to tho 
chnir, nor quitted it until ovorj* one of the guests positively 
declined having any more vine. The next morning vo nil 
rose sst six o'clock in order to ho present nt. Guildford rnccs, 
for which place we set ofT, eight of us in Lonl Peterborough ’b 
fnmojis conch, Ixird Semple and Captain Addington in a 
post-chaise. The rnccs being concluded wo went to an 
inn to dine, and late nt night all returned to sleep nt 
Mordnunt V. 

Charlotte Pnrni' and I now becamo almost inseparable, 
and I was vciy frequently at. Mordnunt.’s nt Dra^don. 
If he left that place but for a single day either with Lord 
Peterborough or nny of bis I.^ordship’s friends, 1 received 
immediate notice thereof, and away I went to console my 
favourite and pass some hours in her society uninternipted 
by tho brutality and ill-temper of Mordaunt. For the sake 
of her companj* I gave occasional entertainments at Rich- 
mond arid other places in tho vicinity of London, and w’o 
constantly went t^rico a week to extravagant Buppere at 
Vauxhall, which sort of life ran away with a great deal of 
my money. 

In July I hired one of Roberts’s eight-oared barges, 
and a smaller boat to attend with horns and clarionets, 
having previously invited a party to dine with mo 
at tho Castle at Richmond. At ten in tho morning my 
darling Charlotte, her sister Nancy, Mrs. Grant, and a 
sweet pretty little girl of about sixteen she brought, Mor- 
daunt, Grant, the junior Lovelace, and myself embarked 
at Whitehall stairs and proceeded to Richmond. Tho plan 
we had arranged was, after having dined, &o., to take wine 
on board our boat and row gently down to Vauxhall and 
there sup. Mordaunt from the moment we started was 
more than usually sulky and cynical, so much bo as to throw 
a conBidcrablo damp upon tho spirits of the party. At 
dinner ho got exceedingly drunk without its at all mending 

his temper, 
w 
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CHABLOTTE BECOMES “MBS. HICKEY ” 

M ajor Walter BOURKE, whom I hare already 
Epoken of, had often mentioned his intention of giving 
me and my brother what he termed a snug little dinner, at his 
chambers in the Temple. “Not,” said he, “that I can attempt 
to entertain en Prince as you do. All I will be bold enough 
to say is that with respect to wine I shall at least rival you : 
better, London does not produce, and I will treat you to a 
bottle of such madeira as is rarely to be met with. I have 
myself had' it a dozen yearn, it having been imported by 
Llr. Verekt when Governor of Bengal. Eor dinner you 
must for once be content with a good dish of fish, and- a 
plain roast or boiled joint of meat.” After repeating these 
sort of speeches whenever we met, he at last proposed a day 
whereon we were to partake of his promised fare. My 
brother and I accordingly went at the hour fixed to his 
apartments three pair of stairs in Brick Court in the 
Temple. Upon entering the outer room, we found a tall, 
meagre old Swiss servant in a threadbare uniform scarlet 
coat of his master’s, turning a string to the end of which was 
suspended a small bit of a miserably thin, ill-looking neck of 
mutton, the whole appearance of the room and its contents 
bespeaking the utmost poverty and wretchedness. The 
Swiss, with the natural civility and politeness of his country, 
showed us into what he called “ the best chamber,” saying 
his master was not yet retmmed from the City, but he ex- 
pected his arrival every moment, the horu at which the 
dinner was ordered to be ready being already past. 

During our conversation with the Swiss, a very gentleman- 
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Hke-lo(>l:inp Jnnn, ajipnn’nily r.itli<'r altovp fifty j'care of ngc, 
hiiorlicd at t1u‘ (l<'or anil was adiiiiitcd, lies also being an 
invit< d Shortly after our arrival the Swirs brought 

into " the Ki t. cliainber ” a crar.y l:ind of card table, which 
Ilf plari'd in thf tniddle of the room, apreading over it n 
cloth <if imch locality dirneni-ion? a*; merely to cover the 
surface. Upon this he put four plates, with knives, forks, 
i^e., h aving a very i-mall (-pace indeed for viands, so that 
we began to doubt the possibility of putting more than 
a Kinrif di«h upon the table. 

In about, half an hour our host came in, apologir.ing for 
being rn late by urgent business detaining him in tho Citj’. 
He directly railed vociferously for dinner in Fn'iich, speak- 
inp nothing ehe to his servant. In another half-hour the 
Swiss enten d with a small punch-bowl, which having 
placed ujion the table, the Major desired u.b to take our 
scuts. The next thing was, “Did wo choose soup ? ” All 
answered, “ Yes," and he proceeded to soia’o out, not soup, 
but the most ahominablc, washy, tasteless broth that over 
wretched cook produced. The stranger, m 3 'solf and brother, 
made each an attempt to swallow a few spoonfuls, whilst 
our host baled up two plates of it as if it had been most 
delicious stuff. 

Our next dish was about a pound and a half of scrag 
of mutton taken out of the punch-bowl, and wliioh had 
produced the ocean of broth. Whilst j)ulling the vile morsel 
to pieces be proposed a general glass of wine. I certainly 
expected the delicious Vcrelst madcira, instead of which 
I sipped at some rot gut Lisbon, which with much ceremony 
he himself took from a cellaret that stood in the comer 
of the room, tho bottle not being half full. 

As the Major could not help perceiving we did not seem 
to relish his wine, ho commenced an harangue upon tho 
abuses of Custom House officers, by whose infamous tricks 
ho was disappointed in the pleasure lie intended of treating 
us with his famous East India madcira. “ However,” said 
ho, “ I hope to recomponso you by my port, which is deemed 
excellent by all my friends.” I directly proposed tasting it. 
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He ordered his Swiss to bring the “ Vin rouge,” The man 
going to the cellaret brought forth a bottle containing just 
three glasses, one of which being ojEFered to me I angrily 
said I was not in the habit of drinldng stale bottoms of 
bottles, and refused to take it, my brother following my 
example. The Major thereupon began to abuse the poor 
Swiss who, shrugging his shoulders, simply observed he only 
obeyed orders. In a few minutes a fresh bottle of common 
tolerable port was brought, of which I took half a glass, 
for not having had anything to eat I felt no inclination to 
drink, and waited the approach of the string-twirled bit of 
mutton which in due time came forward, and of which I got 
a sin^e bone. 

In the midst of this extraordinary scene of meanness and 
penury our host seemed perfectly satisfied, nor made the 
least apology either for the scantiness or quality of his meal. 
A piece of mUd Gloucester cheese being brought, through its 
aid I was enabled to drink another ^ass of port. The bottle 
from the industry of the master being nearly emptied, he 
loudly called, “Du Vin,” but after repeated similar calls 
no “ Vin ” appearing he rung a little hand-bell that stood 
by him on the table. The ever-ready Swiss obe 3 dng the 
summons, was desired to bring more’ wine, when, after a 
pause and doubtful look, he whispered his master, who 
immediately exclaimed aloud, “Your neglect, sir, is un- 
pardonable,” at the same time pulling his purse from his 
podret and taking therefrom half a crown which he gave 
the man, observing to me he always purchased his port 
fresh and fresh from the Devil tavern, because it was 
near his chambers and they always sent the best of 
wines. 

This systematic meaimess was more than I could bear. 
I bounced up, seized my hat, and saying it was out of my 
power to wait the 'arrival of a second boitte, departed, my 
brother and the other gentleman immediately following 
my example. Even the love of money that prevailed over 
every other consideration with Major Bourke did not quite 
reconcile him to our abrupt and sudden 'secession from his 
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cntcrlainmnU, nnd I liatl Fulipcqucntlj' reason to know that 
he Finccrcly repented his Fonr\'y treatment of us. 

This dinner hecanie the siihjcct of general conversation, 
occasioning much wit nnd some ridiculous paragraphs in 
the ncwspa])ers, the women, too, getting hold of it. When- 
ever Major Bourkc appeared in public a buzz went round of 
" Tiiat’s the mutton broth Bengal Major,” “ The scrag 
Major,” ** The famous madeira Major,” and other phrases 
of a similar nature which greatly mortified him. 

Upon leaving Major Bourke’s chambers, I proposed 
adjourning to a tavern in order to get some dinner, which 
being agreed to by my fcllow-sulTcrci’S we walked to tho 
Devil in Fleet Street , where we speedily sat down to an 
admirable soup, a dish of fine fresh fish, nnd high-flavoured 
venison, washing the whole down with a plentiful allowance 
of vcr3» lolcnible claret, more than once drinking to tho 
amendment of our late host’s table for the benefit of any 
future unfortunate gHc.sts ho might have. 

In September Mordnimt took Charlotte to Brighton, and 
I consequently once more occupied my rooms at my father’s 
in St. Albans Street. Returning from a tavern dinner 
about two o’clock in the morning, I found one of my sister’s 
large and elegant parties just breaking up, and was then 
introduced to tho Duke of Hamilton, Sir Watts Horton, 
Mr.Loraine Smith, and hir. Macphcrson,thc last of whom was 
upon tho eve of going out to Bengal in tho Supremo Council, 
he afterwards becoming Governor-General and a Baronet. 
Previous to retiring to my chamber, my sister particularly 
requested that I would dine at homo tho next day, as Major 
St, Leger was to bo of tho party and she much wished me 
to meet him. Having previously promised my brother that 
I would go and dine 'with him at Richmond that day, I 
made an apology for not keeping my engagement and 
mentioned tho reason, upon which my brother also deter- 
mined to dine at homo. Ho had taken a great dislike to 
St. Leger, which he marked by sulkiness and ill-humour, 
scarcely uttering a word except to answer the questions 
directly addressed to him. Tho company consisted of 
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Major St. Leger, Mr. Campell, now Lord Cawdor, and Harry 
Greville. Notwithstanding my brother’s sulky fit we spent 
a pleasant day and were very merry. 

On Mordaunt’s return from Brighton Charlotte sent for 
me to say she was resolved to leave Mordaunt, and requested 
I would take her under my protection. This I with pleasure 
acceded to. She then begged I would not say anything 
about it until our return to Drayton, when she would com- 
municate her intention to Mordaunt and come back to 
London with me. Upon our arrival at Drayton he was, 
if possible, more surly than ever, continuing so the whole 
day. After supper Charlotte abruptly told him she intended 
leaving him the next morning and no longer to submit to 
his brutality. This made him outrageous. Seizing a knife 
from the table) he swore with the most horrible oaths that 
rather than permit her to quit his house he would bury it 
in her heart, and from his action and manner I really ex- 
pected him to put his threat in execution. I therefore 
instantly placed myself between him and Charlotte, re- 
minding him that even insanity would not prevent his being 
hanged should he commit murder. He abused me in the 
grossest terms, insisting upon my leaving his house. Having 
armed myself with a poker I set him at defiance, spoke my 
sentiments of him with great freedom, and told him T 
would not stir unless Mrs. Barry accompanied me. The 
perspiration ran down his face in streams from rage, and I 
actually thought he must have died with passion. 

At Charlotte’s most earnest entreaty I consented to 
leave the house that night and wait at Uxbridge until I 
heard from her. I accordingly, after again cautioning Mor 
daunt, declaring I would make him responsible to the law 
for any act of violence, left Drayton and went to an inn at 
Uxbridge. The next day about noon, just as I was dispatch- 
ing a messenger to her with a letter, I received a note from 
her, saying Lord Peterborough had called with another 
gentleman to take Mordaunt to Windsor ; that previous 
to going he had with a drawn sword at her breast com- 
pelled her to swear she would not leave the house during 
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his absence, but that she could not consider a promise 
so obtained at all binding upon her, therefore requested I 
would send a post-chaise for her. Ordering one immedi- 
ately, I went myself in it to Drayton, took her in and drove 
to London, carrying her at her own desire to her sister 
Nancy at Mr. Van’s in Park Lane. After a short consulta- 
tion with her sister, we three sallied forth (Van being upon 
duty at the Tower) in search of lodgings, as Charlotte was 
determined no more to enter those in Queen Ann Street, 
they having been taken by Mordaunt. After looking at 
several, we fixed upon an excellent first fioor in Upper 
Seymour Street, Portman Square, where Charlotte and I, 
after getting her trunks from Queen Ann Street, took up 
our abode and slept that night unmolested. 

The next evening being that on which Vauxhall closed, 
Charlotte and 1 drove there about nine o’clock. One of the 
persons we saw upon entering the gardens was Mordaunt, 
in company with Lord Peterborough and a large party of 
young men of fashion. To our utter amazement he took 
not the least notice of either of us during the whole time we 
continued there, which was until near one, when we re- 
tinned home. Between three and four I was awakened by 
loud and repeated knocking at the street door, and before 
I could get on my clothes one of the servants had opened 
the door, when I heard the voices of several persons, es- 
pecially Mordaunt’s and the servants’, the latter strongly 
remonstrating against their going upstairs. By Mordaunt’s 
language I knew he was drunk. 

Charlotte, much terrified, entreated I would not go out 
of the room. As, however, I felt that would encourage 
the party I instantly unlocked the bed-chamber door, when 
'I met Mordaunt, Lord Semple, and two other young men 
in the regimentals of the Guards upon the stairs. Address- 
ing the strangers, I desired to know the meaning of such an 
outrage upon a gentleman’s private apartments. Mordaunt 
instantly replied, “ Oh, damn him, never mind him ; he 
has got my woman away from me and, by God ! he shall 
now give her up.” Lord Semple interrupted him, saying. 
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“ For shamo, Captain Mordaunt, you have deceived us and 
thereby led us to the commission of an unpardonable 
offence.” And, turning to mo, his Lordship made the 
handsomest apology for the intrusion of himself and two 
friends, which they had been led into from Captain Mor- 
daunt’s telling them the house belonged to a female friend 
of his who had plenty of girls with her. To this I observed 
the more his Lordship knew of Mr. Mordaunt the more 
occasion he would find to blush for him and to feel ashamed 
of his conduct. The three gentlemen then by main force 
compelled Mordaunt to go downstairs and leave the 
house, ho cursing and swearing that ho would put me to 
death. 

As whenever Mordaunt committed excess, which was fre- 
quently the case, ho always, visited Seymour Street, making 
a noise and riot at the house door, I considered it necessary 
to put a stop to it, and therefore determined upon his next 
attack to got a constable to carry him before a magistrate. 

A few nights after Mordaunt’s violent attack in Seymour 
Street, Charlotte having asked Mr. and Mrs. Grant to dine 
with us, wo four went to the opening for the season of Covent 
Garden Theatre. Wo had not been long seated in one of 
the green boxes when Mordaunt entered. . Being more than 
half drunk, ho was as usual exceedingly abusive, offensive, 
and troublesome, whereupon I, with the utmost composure, 
assured him that if he did not desist and instantly leave 
the box I would break every bone in his body. Grant, too, 
at the same time loudly exeerating his behaviour, he retired, 
but at the door of the box ho called out, ” Hickey, although 
you have treated mo scandalously ill, by God ! I cannot 
bear to see you the dupe of that double-faced Scotch pedlar 
Jemmy Grant, who, after benefiting by your generosity >in 
various ways and partaldng of your hospitality for upwards 
of a twelvemonth, has now ordered his servants to refuse 
you admittance whenever you call at his house, and, not 
content with this, he abuses you wherever ho goes as a 
thouglitless, extravagant spendthrift.” 

Neither Grant nor myself made any comment upon this 
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speech at the iimo. It, however, struck nio very forcibly, 
for I thought I had lately observed a change in Grant’s 
manner towards mo. It also brought to my recollection 
having called several times in Colman Street without ever 
finding Grant there, which had never before occurred. 
Determined at once to ascertain whether there was any 
foundation for what Mordaunt had said at the play-house 
or not, I went the following morning to Grant’s. Upon 
knocking at the door the servant, who know me perfectly 
well, said his master was out. I remarked that Mr. Grant 
was not in the habit of leaving home so early, but that as 
such was the case, and I wanted much to see him, I would 
wait his return, and I immediately opened the parlour door, 
where to the utter confusion of Mr. James Grant, he and 
his brother were sitting quietly at their brealdast. Address- 
ing hir. Peter Grant, I apologized for my unseasonable in- 
trusion, shortlj' giving my reason for it, adding that I was 
sorry to find there was but too much ioundation for what 
Captain Mordaunt had said, and that his brother James had 
acted towards me with a duplicity and meanness incon- 
sistent with the character of a gentleman. 

James Grant seemed confounded and quite at a loss how 
to act. After a very awlcward pause he, in a hesitating, un- 
gracious manner, said, “ It was evident to everybody that 
knew mo that I was living in a stylo it was impossible I 
could support ; that ho had been credibly informed I had 
already applied to several persons with whom I had only a 
slight acquaintance to borrow money from them ; that his 
situation in life as a merchant, a West India agent, and 
citizen of London, of course everything depending upon 
his moral character and conduct in life, made it extremely 
indecorous for him to be seen constantly in public places 
with a set of dissipated and extravagant young men, nor 
could he afiord to advance to me, or any other who lived 
beyond their means, cash to support a system of incon- 
siderate folly ; that for these reasons he was free to acknow- 
ledge he was desirous of dropping the intimacy that had 
subsisted between us, although he should never cease to 
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when Mordaunt rushed in, knocked llic poor Italian do^vn 
flat in the passage and ran tipstairs, followed by the maid 
with the light, she cr 3 ’’ing out, “ TJiicvcs ! ” 

In the morning I went to the Watch House and found 
Mordaunt had procured bail and was gone home, but so 
maimed and hurt thoj' were obliged to carry him in their 
arms to the sedan chair that convoj’cd lum away. I heard 
nothing more about the genihman for four days afterwards 
when Captain Grey, of the Dragoons, called upon me, as ho 
said, at the request of Captain iMordaunt, w’ho was still con- 
fined to his chamber from the ill-treat ment ho had received 
from mo, and for which he required me to name time, place, 
and weapons, to give him satisfaction. I told Captain Grej' 
I was ready to coraplj’’ with liis desire if after hearing my 
statement he, os a gentleman, would say I ought to do so. I 
then related all that had occurred on the night of Mordaunt’s 
brutal attack upon me at my own lodgings, at which Cap- 
tain Grey was quite confounded, declared I had done no 
more than such infamous conduct deserved, and that I 
should have been completely justified in the opinions of all 
mankind had I put him to death at the moment. He then 
expressed his sorrow at having given me the trouble of an 
explanation, which he had been led to by the gross and 
ungcntlemanlilco misrepresentation of Captain Mordaimt, 
whose acquaintance he should drop in consequence, after 
telling biwi the discovery he had made of his falsehood. 

A week after this visit of Captain Grey’s, Mr Van called 
in Seymour Street to say that Mordaunt had suadenly dis- 
appeared, no person Imowing whither he was gone to, 
though many to their cost knew he had left debts to a large 
amount unpaid. The general opinion seemed to be that he 
had got on board an American vessel, but upon further 
enquiry I discovered that he had gone as fast as four post- 
horses could convey him to Margate, at which place he 
hired a small smuggling cutter to carry him over to Ostend, 
where he engaged a passage to India in a Danish ship that 
had touched at that port for the purpose of receiving him 
and other English passengers. I am free to confess I felt 
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happv at thiis getting lid of a man ttLo had been a great 
grieTanoe to me, and ~ho nerer failed to annoj me some 
■pov or other vrhen his spidt ~as raised hy excess in Trine. 

Soon after the opera opened for the "Pinter. I accom- 
panied Charlotte to it, and in the pit recognized mj qnon- 
dam acquaintance. Commodore Richardson, irho behaved 
so shabbilv relative to onr proposed jonmev to Imiand. 
He TTEs dressed in his fnil Bengal marine "nnifonn, "phieh 
from its ga-adiness, being covered "pith lace, and tvo im- 
mense rich b-oHion epa^nlettes, at that time not "used in the 
British Xavy, dre~ ail eves upon him. Upon seeing me he 
had the assurance to come "up and address me vrith the 
"titmost familiarity, presenting his hand. I m'nstered the 
most conremptnotis iooh in my porrer, and "pithoiit -n-js-Hny 
any ansver or taMng the least notice of his profered hand, 
turned my hack upon him, to the innnite entertainment of 
several young c-oxcombs that witnessed the scene. 

Captain Thomson norr vTCte me a letter, expressing Hs 
concern that it — ould not he in his po"7rer to give me and 
3Irs.Sckey(f or Charlotte had dropped the name of Barry and 
assumed mins) a passage to India, the Hzjur hs had before 
alluded to, Trith his famSy, having determined to embark 
on board the Cclcrjiia. ^ '•cry civiHy assured me that 
could he have anyhcrr contrived it he should have felt 
much pleasure in having "cs as shipmates, b-ut it Ras un- 
practicabls. 

I noTT began to feel seriously alarmed lest I Eho"uId lose 
the season altogether, and vas "thereby rendered ve 
miserable. In the midst of my anxiety I one day dined 
lilr. Plumer, senioris, Trhere, mentiorins the extreme diS- 
eulty I found about a passage and my apprehensiGn that 
T should uitimatelv ipil m umourinE one. hlir. Blumer said 
under such eircumstanc-es he Troold advise me to go to 
Lisbon, from TThich place I might £nd frequent cuportunifies 
of proceeding to India in as fj-rp. ships as any in the vcrid, 
and have spadous cabins. He further observed that he had 
' many esteemed rnsnds in Portugal to v hom he Trould give 
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in cvcrv rci^pcrt fintl i1 ftn cliri!*!'* vtiV of tn Itiflirt. 

I nl oncp dctomiiru'tl ndnpt 

told inp tbnt. tlip ond of tbo ymr would !«' th'’' proivr timo 
for mo to procood to Lisbon, tb*’ i r-rl;' -' I’orJtiftot fbip"' 
eailinp between tbo Ki'.b nnd 3b<t of dMUJe.ry. Cbrirlott'* 
wn*; delipbted with tbi;i oiranpeinont . 

Wo ppent the jdjort period v/n bn.d to r\-moin in I>ondon 
05 goily 05 porr-iblc, ott<nding tbe tl.i’ritn.*^ mui rven* otber 
public pinco of cnl'. rtniritr.cnt. 

Mr, riumcr govt* mo Hu* vnrine t b-tt' r.; of n-eojnJU'T.do- 
tion to Mor^iourr- Homo ond Si!!, !)<: Vi -ui** nnd P'-nry, 
Sir John Hort, tbo Con'-ul-tb-nond. r.nd M.- i'-ur,- Moyiv 
ond Company, From other frioiid-' 1 obt:iii;id b ttor; t^t 
tbo Honour.iblo ?'Ir. Walpr.I'-, tb'’ P.riti’b .Ainb.!’ • ndor, 
Mr. Pr.bley, Mr. Ket-t< r, and ■••vi-r.d utlo r n * p’otablo mer- 
cantile houpop at Idpbon. 


As I found Mr. PlunuT, in t onio t>f hi-' I'H' r', br.d men- 
tioned mo 05 n married man, I to>ld niy ('harbiit'’ tlo-noo- 
fortrnnl wo must pa*-”’ ovory.vli'-n* for iii;wi anel uife, and 
having bad most, convineing jirouf*'. ed her lincfre aftacb- 
nicnt to mo, of lur uncoimmm j-wi-ciju r'- of t'. !up< r nmi 
many cptimablo qtudities, I proposed ntabing her nally 
Fo by going tbrotJgb tbo marriago ceremony. Hut tbi>' slu* 
peremptorily refuFcd, ob;'en*ing that- olio wa.*? already aa 
happy ns woman could be ; that obould idio avail Imn elf of 
my generous offer and I at any futun* juViod n-pont of what 
I had done, it undoubtedly would breal: her heart . She 
therefore begged that slio might still dejioud ujion my dis- 
interested love, which fIic folt contidenl she never should by 
any act of hers dcKcrvedlj' forfeit. From that, hour 1 con- 
sidered myself ns much lier husband ns the strictest forms 
and ceremonies of the Church could Imve made mo. 

Towards tbo end of the month of December one thousand 
seven hundred and eigbtj'-one, upon another review of my 
private affairs, I found only a few pounds remained in my 
banker’s bands. I therefore onco more applied to the 
agents, McBsiourB Irvine and Touebet, on tbo subject of 
my diBbursomenls in getting homo from the Capo of Good 
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Hope, but I had no better success than on the former occa* 
sion. The agents, however, who admitted they thought mo 
hardly dealt by, of their own accord offered to advance me 
the sum of one hundred pounds upon my own security, 
which they accordingly did, and I granted my promissory 
note for the repayment thereof within three months after 
my return to Calcutta. 

Although tills one hundred pounds furnished mo with 
the moans of paying off several small demands, I well Icnow 
how inadequate it was to clearing mo from all debts and 
enabling me to prosecute my Lisbon scheme. I therefore 
stated my unpleasant situation to Mr. Thomas Plumer, son 
of the gentleman I have above mentioned, and brother to 
my Madras friend, Mr. Hall Plumer. This Mr. Thomas 
Plumer is now, and has been for upwards of four years. 
His Majesty’s Solicitor-General. Upon receipt of my letter 
ho also advanced mo one hundred pounds upon my bond, 
payable in Bengal. 

Although the much-loved original was to accompany me 
to India, yet I was desirous of possessing a good portrait of 
my dearest Charlotte. She had presented mo with one 
painted by Engleheart, which I thought 'did not do her 
justice, besides being a stiff, formal picture. This made 
mo wish to have one by Cosway, then in high reputation 
as an artist, and very deservedly so. I therefore called to 
ask if ho could oblige me by taking a miniature likeness in 
the course of a few days, I being upon the eve of leaving 
England. He replied that he never had been so deeply 
engaged in business, or so much teased by persons pressing 
for their pictures as at that period, nevertheless, as he 
really wished to oblige me, and saw a peculiar character of 
countenance in Mrs. Barry of which he was'sure he should 
succeed in making a superior picture, he would for once 
in his life act a deceitful part by shutting himself up and 
refusing admittance to anybody under the plea of iUness, 
until ho had completed the work. Ho requested she would 
come and sit to him the following morning. I accordingly 
accompanied her. and was much amused by observing the 
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progroFP of tlic picture, poon perceiving that lie would make 
n beautiful thing of it. Frcsldni ■who, einco Chnrlotto and 1 
c.imo together, nlwny.q drepsed her hair, did so upon this 
occasion in the most fashionable and elegant stylo, so much 
FO ns to draw from Coswny the remark that ho never had 
Fcon a finer head of hair. 

After Charlotte had sat twice we, one morning upon our 
return from riding, called at Coswny’s in Berkeley Row, 
not with any idea of her then sitting again, she being in 
her riding-habit., but merely to see the progress ho had made 
during the preceding da}*. The weather being uncommonly 
clear and fine for the time of year, wc had taken so long a 
ride as to put her quite in a glow, and she looked remark- 
ably well. Some of her curls having blown loose, she had 
taken off her hat and wn.s standing before a glass arranging 
them when Coswa}* entered the room. Ho gave a start of 
sm-prizc, exclaiming, " Good God 1 what an alteration for 
the better. 1 declare on my honour I should not know you 
for the same woman. Como hero, come along with mo this 
moment, just as you are. No more dressed head, powder, 
or pomatum. I never saw such a change, so now is the time 
to show you off to advantage.” Then presenting his hand 
ho led her into his painting room, rubbed out the elegantly 
arranged hair, and drew her exactly as she then sat before 
me, making as ho had truly promoted one of the most 
beautiful pictures I ever beheld, the likeness being inimit- 
able. After sitting full three hours, I saw e'vidently that he 
was greatly dcUghted with it himself. With some difficulty 
I prevailed upon him not to touch it any more, feeling 
satisfied it could not bo improved and might be hurt by 
attempting at a higher finishing. I would willingly have 
carried it away at that time, but that he would not hear of, 
saying ho must touch the drapety a little, besides which he 
was too proud of his performance not to be desirous of show- 
ing it to a few persons who were real connoisseurs. A week 
aftenvards I received it from Cosway, and it has ever since 
been my inseparable companion. 
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TO LISBOIT VriTZ CHASLOTTE 

TT no'n' became necessary that I shonld leare England, 
Jl I tberefore Szed npon the Ist- of January, 1782, for my 
departnre for Ealmontn, being to embark at that place for 
Lisbon, and arranged my matters accordingly. As no one 
of my family, except my brother, kneis- of the attachment 
that subsisted betrreen Charlotte and me, consequently 
could hare no idea of my intending to fake her out -prith 
me to India, I Tsas the more solicitous to keep that secret, 
•vrhich required some management. After consulting -vrith 
Chadotfe, it- nzs agreed that I should proceed to Exeter 
■without her, hut T^ait her joining ms at that city. 

Being rather short of rea'dy cash, an indispensahls requisife 
for traTeBing, I iras under the disagreeable necessity of 
lea-ring Mr. Cosway and a fe-w other creditors -unpaid, my 
nnsettlsd debts not exceeding altogether one hundred and 
fifty po-unds, the whole of which I discharged -rith interest 
in a few months after I reached Calcutta. 

As I always had a particular dislike to formal lea-re- 
taking (which I believe I have already observed), instead 
of waiting to breakfast in St. Albans Street the morning 
of the 2nd, as I told my sisters I should do, I ordered a post- 
chaise at midnight of the 1st, into which I and Xahoh got. 
Thus, at the time my famfly imagiac-d me to be fast asleep 
in my o-«n room, I was dashing away at the rate of nine 
miles an hour towards the western extremity of our sea-girt 
island. For stealing oS in this manner I had, by letters, 
many severe reproaches from my sisters. But my father 
and brother admitted they tho-aght me right in avoiding 
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ft diBlrc'pping nnd unpicnsnni pccno, ahvayn better sliunncd 
tlinii courted. Througli life, nt lenst eineo I bceamo to a 
certain extent ni.v own innstcr, I linvo made it a rule to 
quit tJjoso porpons I loved, when doomed to eepardte, with- 
out ftnnonncing the precise hour of departure. 

Poor Freskini, wlio had no doubt but that ho should 
accompany me to India, was thrown into sad grief upon 
my telling him it could not bo. The fact was that having 
received intimation of tho enormous exponso attending 
ft residence in Lisbon, I was compelled to reduce my estab- 
lishment, an additional servant being a matter of serious 
importance. Previous to my leaving London, however, I 
took him to old Captain Larkins, father of tho then Com- 
mander of the Jrarren Hastings, and who had always been 
very kind to me, and this worthy man promised me to pro- 
cure a passage for him on board ono of tho Company’s ships 
the following autumn. 

About nine o’clock in tho morning of tho 2nd I brcalcfasted 
at Whitchurch in Buckinghamshire, fifty-seven miles from 
London, proceeded that day to Bridport in Dorsetshire, 
where I slept, and tho following morning arrived at Exeter, 
ono hundred nnd sovonty-threo miles from tho capital. 
I took up my abode nt tho now hotel / a term then little 
luiowm in England, though now in general use, ovoiy little 
dirty coffco-houso in London being dignified mth the name 
of hotel / 

Having ordered a ohicken and steak for my solitary 
dinner, whilst it was preparing I sallied forth in quest of 
Doctor Carrington, tho Doan of the Cathedral, for whom 
1 had a letter of introduction from a nephew of Ids, who was 
an old assooiate of mine, and ono of the senior clerks in the 
Secretary of State’s office. I found the Reverend Dean at 
home in an excellent mansion, who received me very kindly, 
pressing me much to stay to dinner, which I declined, expect- 
ing to see my dear girl every hour, but I promised to wait 
upon him the next day. 

Whilst prosing over a newspaper without Icnowing one 
word I read, about eight o’clock in the evening my Charlotte 
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arrived, greatly fatigued, not having taken any refreshment 
or stopped, hut to change horses, the whole journey. She 
was attended by a favourite female servant who had lived 
with her three years. She was one of the most beautiful 
creatures I ever beheld, accomplished far beyond, her 
station, and, as Charlotte assured me, strictly virtuous, of, 
a delicate form, with a little constant cough that I thought 
bespoke consumption, and so it unfortunately proved. Had 
her life been spared she would, I am convinced, have been 
soon advantageously married in India. 

That night was one of the happiest of my life, having the 
quiet, undisputed possession of the woman I almost adored, 
who had proved the warmth of her affection for me by 
sacrificing coimtry and friends to bear me company to a 
burning and unhealthy climate. 

Whilst sitting at breakfast with my amiable partner the 
next morning, I received a very polite note from Dean Car- 
rington, saying he had that moment heard of Mrs. Hickey’s 
arrival and entreating her company also at dinner. Before 
I could write an answer, the Dean and his lady were an- 
nounced, politely coming to visit us, and thus did my 
Charlotte for the first time appear in a character nature as 
well as education intended her for, and which during the 
remainder of her short life she filled with credit to herself 
and me, becoming the admiration of everyone who knew 
her for her sweetness of temper and elegantly easy manners. 

At the hour appointed we went to the Dean’s, who intro- 
duced us to three grown-up daughters, aU good, fine young 
women. They, as well as their mother, were delighted with 
Mrs. Hickey, and before they parted that night urged her 
most kindly to endeavour to prevail upon me to leave the 
hotel and reside with them during our stay. The Dean in- 
formed me that the post of that morning had brought 
intelligence of four packets having all sailed together from 
Falmouth in the afternoon of the 2nd ; that it was therefore 
certain no other would be dispatched for six weeks to come, 
and as Falmouth was at all times a very disagreeable place 
for a stranger to reside in we had better remain' for a month. 



A DKi.iGirrrn, family ar,? 

nt Irr.-!, n? Kxrlt’r, vrjiirh hf’ Impf-fl to rrntlrr plc/Uifintor 
In ir- limn tlm fonn»*r town rtiuM }»(•, n” Im ivn's mm' hi« wifo 
nml tlanplili'rf! xvnnltl do rwn-tliinp in fh<’ir jinwrr l« make 
11 f(*, Fp.'si jt'initJp tin* ImHr'« tli'*y nUnckcd «u» with (mi* 
in'at;*'.-- to fontisn:** at ih'ir ho«'c, hut a*i I conceived I 
oupht not to rn-rf-df I d*rlincd, rayinp, however, I felt- the 
hindnrf -5 «tf the ofi* r and that for onr own rahe*: thf\' tdioidd 
have a*< njjmh of tt»r rninp.my a*: tln'V ronld define. 

In cojr'-qtn jue of what the Dean had told nio I doter- 
rnirnd l<t folhiw hi’- advire hy remnininp where I wrus*, l)ut. 
in onler to avoid all ri'h of di’>npjK)intinent limited my r.tay 
to half tlse j»''riod In* had mentioned, that i>;, thn*e weelus. 

The I)( at! and hi»- family i howed ti*> ms mueh hindne.'^s aa if 
wr had l-w-en friend*' of lojip i-tatulinp. Kvery day Kome new 
Rnnerment wa*; adopted, and wo w<-rv introduced to several 
channinp familie-. helween whotn and the Dean’s mutual 
ho- pit.-ditie-! Wert* i xehanped. Tims lime jdided away im- 
p'-ree]itihly until the day of tmr dejmrlure arrived, to the 
muturd n-pn-t of all parties. On the 21lh of iTammrj' a 
inel.-meholy cryin** i-eene took place iK'tWecn the ladies, 
fr<*m *.\hich I t<m* my Charlotte away, plaoinp her in a 
pii t -roach an<l four, and we drove off. 1 certainly never 
f«-lt so |•■inrere a T^-}.*ard for a family with whom I had .so 
short an nccjuainlane<- ns I did for the Dean’s. 

I hoped and intended to n*neh Falmouth the same night, 
1ml foutul the ronda im extremely rough and bad my pro- 
gre*^-! was jdow. 'J’he days, loo, being very short-, I thought 
it mo'.t adviKabl" to slop at Saint Michael’s, eighteen miles 
r-hort of our destination. There wo slept in the most wretched 
of hovels, though hy the sign before the door announced to 
bo an f«H and to aftonl i:nU rlavinirnt for man and horso. 

Having no inducement to stay in so poverty-stricken n 
house, wo left it early in the morning, by ten o’clock 
arriving at Falmouth. This is a corporate town, and I will 
be bold to ray llio most de.spicnble ono in His Majesty’s 
dominions. The post-boys, being left to mnko ilicir own 
liclcction, drove us to the King’s Arms, which they asserted 
t-o 1)0 the best- house in the place. All I can say is that if 
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such was the case, bad indeed was the best. Neither victuals 
nor drink, except of a kind that would have disgraced the 
lowest ale house, eoiild I procure, yet in one point they un- 
doubtedly supported the name of an inn, I mean the ex- 
orbitance of eharges. 

Mr. Holt, of the India House, having given me a letter to 
the Company’s agent, in the afternoon of the day of my 
arrival, having ascertained where he lived, I went to deliver 
it. His name was Bell. Upon reading the letter I gave him, 
he expressed the highest respect and regard for Mr. Holt, 
to whom he said he lay under great personal obligation ; 
that it would therefore afford him much satisfaction to 
show every attention to any friend of his, and he begged I 
would command his best services. Upon my mentioning 
the circumstance of having slept the preceding night at 
St. Michael’s, he observed that it was unlucky that I had 
done so, a packet having sailed for Lisbon at eight o’clock 
that morning. This I thought an unfortunate commence- 
ment of my journey and future voyage, but repining at 
what could not be remedied being useless, I did not mention 
it to Mrs. Hickey. 

In my conversation with Mr. Bell I complained of the 
inn I was lodged at, whereupon he recommended me to 
go into private lodgings, by which I should secure comfort- 
able apartments for sitting in and sleeping, though not 
mend the eating part, as I should be obliged to get my sup- 
plies from the inn, the townspeople and innkeepers having 
such an understanding that no private person or tradesman 
would ever allow a lodger to have anything dressed at home. 
Mr. Bell then very politely attended me to an exceedingly 
neat and well-fumishcd first floor at a turner’s shop directly 
opposite the King’s Arms, of which I took immediate pos- 
session. 

Mr. Bell, being a married man, invited lis to spend the 
following day with him, where we were handsomely enter- 
tained. The party wore delighted with my Charlotte’s 
singing, an accomplishment she excelled in, her voice being 
both sweet and melodious. At this dinner I met Captain 
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Smith, ftn old post-captnin of the Royal Navy, distinguished 
b3’ the iiiclcnnnic of “ Jioohmggcy ” from a ridiculous song he 
frequent Ij' sang in which that word was often repeated, and 
with peculiar drollery. 

At Jlr. Bell’s I was likewise introduced to Captain Todd, 
Cdramander of the Hanover, a Lisbon packet wliich, being 
next in rotation we, of course, should embark in. Cap- 
tain Todd told me he had no doubt of sailing in ten days or 
a fortnight at furthest. 

On the 30lh of the month, I was agreeably surprized 
at being addressed bj' a tall, well-looking young man, who 
introduced himself to me as an old and intimate friend, 
but as I had no recollection of him he told me his name 
was Daniel Hoissard, and that we were schoolfellews at 
Streathnm. I then recognized him as one of my favourites 
at that Academy, though grown quite out of my knowledge. 
He had just arrived from London on his way to Lisbon, 
where ho was established in business, being a junior partner 
in Paisley and Company’s firm. As he was remarkably 
fond of music and himself a proficient he was excessively 
pleased with Mrs. Hickey’s pow’ers in that •way, and except 
at the hours of rest was never away from us. Independent 
of his musical talents, ho proved a great acquisition to us, 
possessing a fund of good-humour wth great vivacity. 

The weather being favoui'able we made excursions about 
the neighbouring country, our first being to the romantic 
and beautiful residence of Sir John St. Aubyn at Mount’s 
Bay. It is erected upon a high rock surrounded by the sea, 
except at nearly low water when it might be approached 
over a hard sandbank for full half a mile. The tide being 
in when we visited it we were conveyed across in a com- 
modious boat. The house is splendidly furnished, and the 
views in every direction uncommonly grand. Upon the 
summit of the rock, projecting over an abyss of several 
hundred feet, a rude seat ■without front or back is cut. The 
person who .attends to show the place tells the visitors 
that whoever sits in that seat, if a lady and unmarried, will 
always have the command over her future husband, and 
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the same of a l)ache!or and. his Tvife. Xo one of onr parfj 
chose to take the seat- Indeed, it- is aTrfnl and tremendons 
to look at. and in mv opinion esnremelv dangsrons to eSect. 

Onr nest jaunts Treis to Truro. Peniyn- and Eedruth. 
At the latter little TSage rre got as nice and comfortable a 
dinner as eTer I sat- doTm to. ■jrhich ve all three did complete 
justice to. Lastlv. — e Trent to the Land's End. Tthieh being 
uot'ords or f v TnT 7 =^ rtom Jr almontli tts started at seven 

^ m 

in the morning and had a very pleasant- day. Tie dined at 
rra grT.-^n - rfFTac ^ of Tievascan. ll p oii delimons M=b- 

During my sojourn at Falmouth a packet arrived from 
the TTest Indies, in vHch came young Georges, a smart 
boy, at that time a midshipman belonging to the Admiral's 
s'^Tp on the -Jamaica station, he having been obliged to return 
to Europe from bad health. TRs fsther rras brother-in-ian 
to Sir Balph Payne, and his iamily Trere upon the most 
iutimate terms vith mine. Hearing there vas a Hr. Hickey 
In the toun, he called at my lodgings and vas rejoiced to dnd 
in me an acquaintance. B-eing short- of cash, I supplied him 
vrith sumcient to procure a seat in the stage for London, 
vMch his father reu-aid me vfth manv fnc^nVg vdiile I vus at 
Lisbon- 


On the iOth of Eebruary, having received noti^ that ve 
should the next day, I immediately sent oS our baggage 
to the Hcarrsr, EsrSv in the m-ominu of the lith ve 


em&araeo. 


T,’’- sT 


cesara aceomr-c 


■J-iie vm£t 


djing aTTsy, it vas night before ve got dear of the har- 
bour. Ab-out eight a strong gale sprung 15), vhi-ch drove 
us at so Guick a rate that at davimht in the mcmiug of the 
iooh ve made the Book of lisb-on, passed over the bar at the 
entrance or the Tagus by noon, anchoring in a cocmie of 
hours arcerTraioIs cl-cs-e to the city. Our nassane from Pal- 
mouth —as said to be one or the shortest that had ever been 
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Mr. Hoissnrd proved of material service to us by his local 
knowledge, procuring far superior accommodations for us 
than we should have been able to got for ourselves. Going 
on shore in the first boat that camo alongside tho packet, 
ho returned in little more than an hour to say he had 
engaged apartments that ho hoped we should approve. 
Taking us on shore, ho conducted us to a noble mansion 
standing upon tho point of a lofty hill called Buenos Ayres. 
It commanded a full \icw of the city itself, of tho river and 
vessels innumerable sailing in every direction, with a distant 
view of tho bar and ships out at sea. The house was kept 
by an old Irish widow, named Williams, and admirably 
well calculated sho was for the situation, filling it uith equal 
advantage and credit to herself and satisfaction to her 
guests. I had a suite of spacious rooms leading from one 
to another, consisting of a capital dining hall, a handsome 
apartment for breakfasting, and superb drawing-room to 
receive company in, besides two lesser ones, an excellent 
bed-chamber, with dressing-room and all other requisites, 
the servants’ chambers being over ours and communicating 
thereto by a private staircase. Nothing could be more 
commodious or elegant than tho whole of the establishment, 
but the expenco was enormous, and considerably increased 
by the necessity of keeping our own table, it not being 
customary for ladies to join tho general mess. 

Our fellow-passengers in the packet were a Portuguese 
gentleman, Mr. Hoissard, and a Miss Nancy Spottiswoode, 
a clover, intelligent girl, daughter or niece, I forget which, 
of an eminent attorney in London. Her father being appre- 
hensive she had symptoms of decline, sent her off to a milder 
climate, which was recommended by the faculty as the 
most likely to prevent a serious attack. 

Mrs. Hickey suffered a good deal from sea-sickness, 
though not so much as sho expected. Having a strong gale 
the whole way, right aft, with a very rough sea, the motion 
of the vessel was extremely violent, but we ran at a pro- 
digious rate. 

On the sixteenth I delivered my letters, and was very 
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ccrt-fiinly improved in health, but I was sorry to hoar aftOr- 
wnrcls relapsed and died tho ensuing winter in tho South of 
Franco. 

There wore also several other male invalids, all of whom 
assembled every morning in tho coffee-room, a noble apart- 
ment sLvty-fivo feet long by thirl.y-si.v %dde, commanding 
in two different directions tho grandest prospects in the 
world. Here I usuall}' employed an hour or two daily in 
reading English and other newspapers and admiring the 
bcaut.iful Ecenciy' from the windows. It was, however, a 
great drawback to my amusement to observe several of the 
invalid.^ daily sinking into tho grave, yet notwithstanding 
this was too e^^dcnt to every person who looked at them, 
the victims themselves seemed unconscious of their danger. 

I could not help feeling extremely interested for one very 
elegant young man wiio stood in this class. His name w'as 
Richardson, only tw'o-and-twenty years of ago and in pos- 
session of a large estate in Devonshire. His patriotic zeal 
had induced him to take an active part in training a newly 
raised corps of Militia, in tho performance of which duty he 
exposed himself to more hardships than ho had strength of 
constitution to bear, sleeping in a tent in damp and swampy 
situations, which produced first cold and cough, then ten- 
dency to consumption. The physicians, pursuing the 
customary routine, began their operations at his own house, 
then ordered him to Bristol hot wells, and finally to Lisbon, 
where he had been two months when we arrived. He grew 
gradually u'eakor and weaker, so much so that at last he 
with difficulty coffid crawl from his bed-chamber to the 
coffee-room assisted by the arm of his servant, yet, although 
reduced to that miserably languid state, and having become 
an absolute skeleton, ho thought not of death. On the con- 
trary, ho talked with confidence of future plans that he 
intended carrying into effect, remarking that as he did not 
think he had derived any material benefit from the climate 
of Lisbon he would return home for the summer months, 
and if it proved necessary that ho again should move he 
would try Italy, and this he said at a time when I used to 
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look at Mm -nitli the most anxiotts alarm from actoaHy 
ezpectmg every moment to behold him fall from his chair 
a corpse. When we had been at the hotel about a month, 
his servant, entering his room to open the window shutters 
one morning, found him laying half out of bed, his head 
on the floor, quite dead, and he must have been so some 
hours, the body being cold and stifl. 

Mr. Hoissard telling me a carriage was an indispensable 
requisite at Lisbon, I hired one by the month- in form 
it was litre an English one-horse chaise, had a hood with 
curtains to draw close in front, two wheels, and a pair of 
horses which were driven by a coachman who sat upon a 
small box just above their rumps. Altogether it is an easy 
and pleasant enough conveyance. Contrary to the rule 
observed as to driving with us, the Portuguese always 
keep the right-hand side of the street or road, the reason for 
which I never could learn. 

The first time that Charlotte and I went abroad in this 
vehicle the driver, upon turning out of a narrow lane into 
a handsome square, suddenly stopped, and drew our curtains 
quite close. Se then quickly descended from the box, 
falling upon his knees in the midst of the mud and dirt. At 
that instant we heard a loud singing, when peeping through 
a round glass about the size of a crown-piece I perceived a 
procession of priests, one of whom bore aloft a figure of our 
Saviour upon the Cross, Each priest had a lighted wax 
candle in his hand and all joined in a solemn dirge. I ob- 
served every passenger knelt down whilst the procession 
passed, devoutly crossing themselves. Carriages of every 
description likewise stopped. When gone by to a distance 
of about one hxmdred yards, our coachman opened the 
curtains, resmned his seat, and, crossing his breast with his 
finger, drove on. 

I afterwards learnt that this was called the elevation of 
the host, a ceremony frequently occurring in Catholic 
towns, and that all- persons, no matter how high his rank, 
are bound to stop and kneel as the procession passes. I 
was further told that had any of the fanatical priests or 
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to leam that no Indiaman would sail at the soonest in lees 
than three months, sad news for me whose cash ran very • 
low. Being without remedy I endeavomed to make the 
best of the matter that Charlotte might not discover my 
cause of uneasiness. We therefore spent our time gaily, the 
mornings in viewing the curiosities of the city, contem- 
plating the numerous mementoes that still remained of the 
horrid devastations made by the fatal earthquake in 1765, 
and the remainder of the day in pleasant society. We also 
went upon parties formed by Mrs. Walpole or Mrs. Warden 
to the different Royal palaces and principal noblemen’s 
castles, especially those of Cintra and other beautiful spots 
within twenty miles of the capital, these excursions being 
made in carriages, on horseback, and donkeys (asses), the 
latter animals being exclusively for the ladies’ use. 

One of the greatest attractions for strangers, and which 
we went to view, is the famous and stupendous aqueduct 
of Alcantara, which conveys a fine stream of excellent 
•spring water through two lofty mountains and over a wide 
and deep bottom of a valley to the heart of Lisbon. The 
height and width of* the centre arch over the said valley 
is said to be such as to admit the largest ship in the British 
Navy completely rigged, and with every sail set, to pass 
under it. This magnificent work struck me with surprize 
and pleasure, while the dreadful havoc committed by the 
earthquake above alluded to created only melancholy re- 
flections. 

The churches in Lisbon are all magnificent and more 
splendidly decorated than those of any other country I 
have ever been in. We frequently went to hear high Mass 
at the church where the King, Queen, and all branches of 
the Royal Family were present, sitting within a few feet of 
them. Their Majesties appeared wrapped up in their devo- 
tions, but not so the Prince and junior branches, who seemed 
to be much more engaged in looking at the strangers and 
making observations to each other than by their prayers. 

At the commencement of Lent the theatres, opera house, 
and every other place of public entertainment were closely 




CHAPTER XXVIII 


DETENTION AT LISBON AND THE STAKT FOR INDIA 

O N the 20th of the month the Phcebe frigate, commanded 
by Sir William Burnaby, arrived in the Tagus with 
Commodore Johnston on board on his return from the Cape 
of Good Hope, after his successful attack upon and capture 
of a number of Dutch ships that had sought to shelter them- 
selves in Saldanha Bay, in which he gained more credit 
than by his disgraceful battle with the French squadron 
under Admiral Suffren in Port Praya Bay, and which 
occmred on his way out. The Commodore left the fleet that 
had been under his command to proceed to England with 
the prizes, whilst he, striking his pennant -in the line-of- 
battle ship, hoisted it on board the Pho^e and ran into 
Lisbon for the purpose of marrying Miss Charlotte Dee, 
a fine woman, but rather masculine both in person and 
mind. 

It was considered very extraordinary that Commodore 
Johnston should select Sir William Burnaby’s ship for such 
a duty, it being generally known throughout the fleet that 
they were not upon terms, so far otherwise that the Commo- 
dore had more than once threatened to bring Sir William 
to a court martial for disrespectful and contemptuous treat- 
ment of him as his superior officer whilst upon actual service. 
On the other hand, Sir William denied the charge in pointed 
terms, avowing, however, without any sort of reservation, 
his contempt for the Commodore, and that he was deter- 
mined the moment he ceased to be his commanding officer to 
call him to a personal account for his tyranny and ungentle- 
manlike behaviour towards him upon several pccasions. 
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The day after the Commodore arrived he did me the 
honour of a visit, telling, me my father was one of his oldest 
friends. He brought with bim Mr. Henry Warre, who was 
second mate of the Seahorse Indiaman when I went out in 
her in the year 1777, but was then first lieutenant of the 
fiagship, and had the Commodore’s promise to get him made 
a post-captain on their return to England, and he kept his 
word, Mr. Warre now being an Admiral. 

After sitting an hour with Mrs. Hickey and me, Warre 
whispered the Commodore, who thereupon looked at his 
watch, sa 3 dng, “ You are right, Harry, and I thank you for 
reminding mo, for I have been so well entertained here that 
I forgot what ought to bo uppermost in my mind.” He then 
took his leave, going, as I afterwards found, from my 
lodgings to the English Ambassador’s chapel, where he was 
immediately joined in wedlock to the dashing Charlotte Dee. 

The same morning Sir William Burnaby, to whom I had 
been introduced by my brother some years before, called to 
see me. Upon my mentioning the visitor who had pre- 
ceded him, he gave me a long and minute account of his 
quarrels with Commodore Johnston, whom he abused in 
the most violent terms, declaring his determination to spit 
in his face when out of commission, which must happen upon 
his reaching England, Captain Sutton, who commanded a 
ship of his fieet, being resolved to bring him to trial for 
cowardice or something worse in the action with Sufiren. 
“ But,” continued Sir William, " I shall take good care to 
chastise him properly before Sutton’s attack. I’ll make the 
scoundrel fight me, for want of personal courage is not 
amongst his faults.” 

The wedding dinner was given at Mr. Walpole’s, all the 
principal English of the factory being invited by the Am- 
bassador. Mrs. Walpole .had let my Charlotte into the 
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wish to sail early to-morrow morning.” To which Sir William 
with great formality replied, “ The PJioAe, sir, is always 
ready to perform the public duty. She can sail, if such be 
your order, in an hour, and waits only your directions as 
commanding officer.” 

Mrs. Johnston, who was present at this short conversa- 
tion, directly said she could not leave Lisbon for some 
days, and therefore Sir William Burnaby need not hurry 
himself to prepare his ship. Whereupon the Commodore 
with considerable warmth said, “We must, my dear 
Mrs. Johnston, embark to-night and sail at daybreak 
to-morrow.” “My dear Mr. Johnston,” retorted the 
new-made bride, “ I beg leave to assure you that I will 
neither embark to-night nor sail at daybreak, or at any other 
time to-morrow.” “ By God, madam,” said the Commo- 
dore, “ but you must and shall. His Majesty’s ship must not 
be detained at the caprice of any woman.” / “ By God, su*,” 
replied the high-mettled damsel, “ I cannot and, what’s 
more, I will not stir from Lisbon until it is my will and 
pleasure so to do. As to His Majesty’s ship and its being 
detained or dispatched, I neither know nor care one straw 
about the matter. Everything relative to her, I presume, 
depends upon you at present. She is your ship, but be 
pleased to recollect, sir, that I am your wife / ” speaking 
the last sentence in a very sarcastic manner, intending, no 
doubt, to reproach him for his base treatment of a very 
respectable, accomplished, and worthy woman whom he 
had debauched when quite a child, who had borne him two 
sons, and conducted herself in the most irreproachable 
manner, being also an exemplary mother. Itwas notoriously 
known that he had over and over again promised to many 
her. Even when setting out upon the expedition to the 
Cape of Good Hope he gave her his sacred word of honour 
to make her his wife upon his return. His squadron touch- 
ing ait Lisbon outward bound he there saw Miss Charlotte 
Dee, became desperately enamoured, proposed, was ac- 
cepted conditionally, that is, if he came to complete his offer 
on his way back from the Cape. He did so, as I have already 
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rrhtctl, uniting hinipclf to n bold girl young enough to bo his 
f^inddaughler, thus to his clcrnnl slmnic nnd dLsgraco for- 
feiting the polemn promise to the much injured mother of his 
childix'n, 5 circumstance 'with which Miss Dee was said to 
lx? well acquainted. By this infamous conduct, however, 
he condemned himself to misciy’ for the remainder of his life, 
his Portuguese bride proving ns ernint a termagant and 
tyrant as ever unhnpp}' husband was tied to, nnd no human 
creature pitying him. They sailed for England in the 
frigate on the 2-ith of the month. 

About ten days after thi.s unjust connection was effected, 
the expedition p.ackct came in from Falmouth. Sho was 
commanded by Captain Brathwnitc, a rough seaman of 
Ilerculcan fonn, an old and intimate friend of Mrs. Williams 
who had for many years made it a rule upon his arrival at 
Lisbon each voyage to give her a hearty kiss, and the 
same on his departure for England. I happened to bo 
present when he entered the house. Walking up to the 
joll}* hostess, ho took her into his arms, giving her a warm 
embrace. The salutations being over, sho cried out wth 
great indignation, " Would 3*ou believe it possible, my dear 
Brathwaitc, that old vagabond rascal, that good-for- 
nothing Johnston, has married the tartar, Charlotte Deo, 
j-our fa'vourito for the last twenty years, and has just carried 
her off with him to England ? ” “ Has he, by God I ” 

replied Brathwaitc. “Why, then. Insincerely hope, and 
make no doubt, ere long his forehead will bo ornamented 
with as many antlers as tiicro are piles,” pointing down to 
an embankment for a wharf that was preparing on the 
beach at the foot of the hill on which the hotel stood. 

In Afarch I was introduced to Air. Luis Barrotto, a man 
endowed by nature with extraordinary talents and elegant 
address, though under the unfavourable circumstance of 
an extremely dark sldn, indeed nearly black. Ho was the 
descendant of a Portuguese race that had for upwards of a 
century been settled with much credit upon the coast of 
Malabar in the East Indies, and wore all opulent. Mr. Luis 
Barretto was born under the British Government, being a 
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native of Bombay, at Trliieb place he "vras brought np by his 
father. Being eady initiated in trade, and being actire 
and diligent in commercial pursuits, he, -srhilst yet a stripling, 
amassed considerable Tvealth, as had likewise an elder 
brother, Mr. Joseph Barretto, by sT-milaT means, with the 
highest' reputation for int ^rity, at Galcntta, in Bengal, 
where he had established himself. The spirit of enteiprize 
that had always predominated in Luis Barretto, induced 
him to engage in a speculation of vast magnitude. It was 
that of lurrying on an exchange of produce from every part 
of Europe with India through the medium of Portugal, 
and under the flag of that nation, then at peace with all the 
world. But being well aware how jealous the French were, 
and the rigidness withwhich that rival of England scrutinized 
the traffic conducted by neutral powers, he determined to 
use every possible precaution in order to avoid either seizure 
orsuspidon. In the latter end of rixe year 1781 he purchased 
a ship called the Eoniby, constructed and built at Bombay 
under the immediate eye of the then Govemor,who honoured 
it with his own nam e. A st r on ger or more complete vessel in 
every respect never was launched in any country in the woiidL 
Her burthen was npwards of eleven hundred tons. When he 
made the purchase she was nearly new, having been o5 the 
stocks only a few montbs. He afterwards changed the name 
of bis ship to that of The Bayriha De. PoriugaJ, in compliment 
to the Queen. 

2Jr. Barr e tto one morning took me on board the EayrJia 
He PoTtug'd. and a most commodious and beautiful sh^ 
I found her. In tbis visit we were accompanied by a 
2 Jt. Moore, an Endisb gentleman who had recently been at 
tbe head of tbeGompanws marine at Bombay.in whicbsitua- 
tion be bad established his character as a first-rate seaman. 
After this virit to the ship I spoke to Mr. Barretto respecting 
his letting me accommodation for myself, Mrs. HickBy, and 
two servants, to India, which he said I mi^t have, hut that 
Ue should not- sail for at i^st three mont^ to come. 

I had now the misery to see the health of my darling 
Chariotte in a declining state, and that, too, without any 
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v};t» liR/l tirvirjT; {<itnpply all «mr \W fomul il fi 

r. nifttjbir ftti<l bmnsifiil fittiatjon, upon a j!nnll ri.«o from 
tbf »f-a, fn-m «hi»-b it va*- im! qtnto a milo cVi-tanf. Cbnr- 
lotto «lrliplit/<l with rvrrythiijp nhunt it, finding mntorini 
iKtiffit in fonr-fttMl-lwruty lnnm*. Sin* cotitimiHl mendinff 
t 'I rajiidly tliat in toj» dnyn Iwr brnllli wan perfectly restored. 
Wr- tl;(r* f<irr rt'tunnd to Li'bon. 

Mr, Hoi--nrTl hnvinp In'-arxl of our rv-ttim, caint* to invito 
ii*' t/> two nlifioini r^’rvmotiitrj which ho rnid wore well 
worth our nttontion. 'I'ln* fin^t wn.« on Miitmdy 'J’hiirrdny, 
when Wo r .tw tho Queen, in rninmcmomtion of the humility 
of our I/ml nnd Saviour, wn-'-h tin* feet of n mintber of poor 
l«<rronN, nftenvnnl** waitinp ujnm them nnd Kupplying 
thoir wnnta during n dinner given to them in n Inrge hnll of 
tho pahice, 

Thu other rpoctnclo wna by fnr tho grandest. I over behold. 
It wan n colebmtion of the Ile.sHrn-otion of our Saviour on 
Kn-ter pay iK>rformed in the ricliost, church of Li.'ibon. 
About eight o’clotd: in the morning of Kn.stcr Pay Mr. Hois- 
ranl conducted ua to the church, whero we wore placed 
in ft gallery that commanded tho whole interior of the 
building. Puring Ix?nt oveiy* jdace of public worship if 
bung with black cloth, but the church wo wore in wn.s 
peculiarly magnificent, the different altars and recesses being 
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hid from the sight by very full curtains of black velvet, 
daylight being totally excluded by similar curtains, and 
the church faintly illuminated by large wax candles in 
immense massy gold and silver stands. 

After the performance of a solemn High Mass, at the 
instant the Resurrection is supposed to take place, a small 
shrill hell rung amidst the most profound silence, no other 
sound being heard, when quick as thought, like the best 
executed change of scene in a pantomime, the whole of the 
mourning furniture was drawn down, the curtains thrown 
open, a blaze of light from brilliant sunshine burst in upon 
us, and at the same moment an admirable band of music, 
consisting of full four hundred performers, instrumental and 
vocal, struck up a grand and sublime anthem. The efiect 
is far beyond my powers of description ; it actually made 
my blood thrill, seeming to electrify the whole audience. 
Many burst into tears involuntarily, while several ladies 
fainted. My Charlotte escaped with a good fit of crying, 
afterwards telling me she never could have had an idea of 
anything so awfully grand and affecting. I certainly never 
shall forget the impression it made upon me. 

On the 2nd of April two English frigates came in from 
Gibraltar : the Cerberv^, commanded by Captain Marm, 
and the Apollo, Captain Hamilton. In the latter I found 
a former playmate and brother Westminster, a son of the - 
famous Lady Arm Hamilton. He expressed sincere joy 
at the meeting and renewal of our acquaintance. In the 
course of conversation I learnt that he had brought with 
him another esteemed friend of mine. Captain William 
Cuppage of the Royal Aiiiillery, whom I had known from 
his early infancy as an 61eve and proteg4 of Mr. Burke’s. 
My satisfaction in thus unexpectedly meeting Cuppage 
f7as considerably damped at seeing him a cripple, incapable 
of moving except by the aid of crutches. It arose from the 
explosion of a shell whilst he was upon duty in the garrison 
of Gibraltar, which carried away the fleshy part of his 
thigh, dreadfully injuring his leg also, so that the latter 
was contracted and drawn up into a position nearly hoii- 
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zontAl. All tho surgeons that had attended him pronounced 
him lame for life, the use of that leg being irrecoverably and 
for over gone. 

In this lamentable state Cuppage was going home with 
tho forlorn prospect of being invalided. He was, however, 
more fortunate. Tho medical men of London did not deem 
it a desperate case. He was put under a course of fumigations 
and vapour baths, which bad tho desired effect. Within a 
twelvemonth ho got tho foot to the ground, and before the 
expiration of a second year regained the complete use of 
the leg. It was, however, considered as a wonderful cure. 
Ho bos since, been upon muoh active service, is now risen 
to tho rank of Major-General, and walks as well as any man 
in England, without the least degree of lameness. 

Captains Hamilton and Mann, as well as Cuppage, were 
constantly with us, and with the addition of the lively 
Nancy Spottiswoode, who had perfectly recovered .her 
health, we made a pleasant little party daily in our apart- 
ments, clouded only by my dear ^I’s again beginning to 
droop. The surgeon of tho Apolh, a clever man, said he 
was convinced nothing would do her so much service as 
a trip to sea, whereupon Captain Hamilton very kindly 
offered us his cabin if we would go to England. 1 had a great 
inclination to accept the offer, but she would not hear of 
it, apprehensive that it might interfere with the India 
voyage, upon which she knew my future welfare depended. 
In a fortnight afterwards the two frigates sailed. 

Mrs. Hickey continuing to decline. Dr. Hare told me 
confidentially he was convinced the climate of Lisbon was 
so hostile to her that she would fall a sacrifice if she remained 
there. He also said, from what he had already seen, he 
feared the heat of India would never suit her constitution. 
This was grievous information to me, but upon receiving it 
I, without hesitation, resolved that she should not accom- 
pany me to Bengal, and I broke to her the necessity there 
was for oTu: separation. As I expected would be the case, 
she was at first extremely hurt, declaring my refusing to 
let her go with me would prove more fatal than any climate, 
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that all she desired was to expire in my arms or- under my 
protection. By argument and mild persuasion I at last 
prevailed on her, and she consented to do whatever I re- 
quired. For this aequiescenee I was in a great measure 
.obliged to the friendly interference of Dr. Hare, Sirs. Walpole 
and other of our acquaintances at Lisbon, who all exerted 
themselves to convince Mrs. Hickey of the necessity there 
was for our separation, at least for a time. I immediately 
engaged a passage for her and her servant on board the 
ICmff Ocorgc packet, commanded by Captain Wauchope, 
who treated her during the voyage like a fond parent. 
Nothing coiild exceed his kindness. 

Upon our arrival at Lisbon one of our first visitors was 
Mr. Thomas Hickey, a portrait painter, Avith whom my 
family had been acquainted and done him some service 
in his profession, but I had never before seen or heard of 
him. After introducing himself and mentioning the obli- 
gations he lay under to my father and brother, he told me 
that he had been taken prisoner by the combined fleets of 
France and Spain on board an outward bound East India- 
man, in which ho had embarked with an intention to follow 
his business in the Company’s settlements; that having 
obtained permission from the Spo-nish Government to return 
to England, he had gone from Cadiz to Lisbon by land, in 
order to proceed from the latter place in a packet, but on 
his reaching Lisbon he had so much employment that he 
had remained there to very good account, had painted most 
of the English ladies and gentlemen, and was then engaged 
upon the portraits of several Portuguese of rank. He 
occupied four handsome rooms on the ground floor of 
Mrs. Williams’s hotel. 

■\Wien Dr. Hare pronounced the necessity of my Char- 
lotte’s leaving me, I applied to my namesake to paint hex 
picture for me in oil colours. He made a good likeness, 
though strongly marked with the melancholy depicted in 
her countenance, at the time she sat, from the thoughts of 
parting. As she insisted upon having my portrait to take 
with her, I sat, he makin g an admirable representation of 
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me. Having promised my sister to send hot my portrait 
from India, I thouglit the meeting ^vith Hiolcoy afforded a 
good opportunit}’ of being better than my word. I there- 
fore got him to copy from Charlotte’s another of myself, 
and forwarded it also to my sister by her. 

On the 6th of May I took a melancholy and, as I really 
feared, a last farewell of her I loved more than anything 
upon earth. To attempt to dcsoribe the parting would bo 
ns impossible ns useless. Wo were in agonies, our mutual 
friends at Inst, carrying her away in a state of insensibility. 
I then locked the room door, and sitting myself down at 
the window fronting tho water, watehed first the progress 
of the boat that was conveying my adored girl to the packet, 
next tho packet itself under sail bearing her rapidly away 
from me. So deep was my grief, and so lost was I in despair, 
that I attended not to repeated knoclcs at my door and 
summonses to dinner. I had no inclination to eat, all 
appetite was gone vith the packet whoso progress engaged 
my sole attention until, passing over the bar and hauling 
to tho northward, she disappeared altogether. I then 
surveyed with the deepest interest every inanimate object 
that had ever engaged my Charlotte’s attention. In- 
voluntarily, as it wore, I threw myself upon the couch 
on which she used to recline, and not an article of the 
fumitmo but became invaluable to mo. At a late hour 
of tho night I retired to my desolate, gloomy bedchamber. 
Oh, what a difference to what I had been used to feel on 
going to rest 1 What a wretched, sleepless night did I pass ! 

At five in tho morning I rose, fatigued, nay, exhausted, 
with a dry skin and feverish heat that I conceived must 
produce a severe illness, but which was averted by the un- 
remitting attentions of Dr. Hare and the solacing exertions 
of a number of friends, especially Mr. Hoissard, who, in a 
manner, forced me abroad; taking me to Mr. De Visme’s, 
Mr. Paisley’s, and other houses. By slow degrees I became 
more reconciled to what was not to be remedied, but never 
enjoyed myself in society as thentofore. I derived the 
greatest consolation from passing two or three hours in a 
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morning "srith Charlotte’s favomite, Naiicj’ Spottisrroods, 
nntil, all on a snddsn, I thought I perceived a change in 
her reception, "vrlnch became formal, cold almost to inde- 
nts, and she seemed ansions to leave me. UmriHing, in 
spite of appearances, to belisve this possible, I mentioned 
my fears and my snipiize to Mrs. Walpole, vho instantly 
exclaimed, “I Tronder yon have been so long disc o v e r in g 
the baseness of the selfish, nngratefnl hus^, vho almost 
from the 'day of Mrs. Hickey’s departure began to speak 
disiespectfolly of her, for vhich I, -w^ho knew how kindly 
and generously she had been always treated by that absent 
friend, and the number of valuable presents she had received 
from her, upbraided her for her shameful ingratitude, her 
want of every honourable sentiment in endeavouring to 
injure the character of a person who had done nothing but 
load her with favours and kindnesses. The detestable, 
unfeeling little wretch is beneath your notice, and certainly 
shall never more enter my house.” 

Thunde rs tr u ck at what I heard, and at a loss to account 
for her acting such a part, I immediately went to Kancy 
and asked what she could mean by it. She had the further 
meanness and audacity to assert she had never uttered 
a word to the prejudice of Mrs. Hickey, for whom she felt 
the utmost afiection. I told her she was an infam ous 
liar, in addition to her other vices, and cautioning her 
against exercising her malignant talents in future upon 
Mrs. Hickey, lest I should make a severe example of her, 
I left her weeping, more, I believe, from concern at being 
discovered in her infamy than from contrition for her fault. 
From that time I had done with the imp, never taking the 
smallsst notice when we met. 

On the 21st of May I had the supreme felicity of receiving 
a letter from my dearest girl, dated at Falmouth, which she 
reached after a pleasant passage in eig ht days. She assured 
methe voyage had restoi^ her to health- ^e should there 
fore look out for the first ship that should sail for India, and 
embark in it to join 7ns, without whom she did not con- 
sider life worth holding. 
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At the end of the month T finally Fettled \\*ith Mr. Bnrrotto 
for n pa.'^Fngo on honni the liaiptha Dc Portugal by talcing tho 
Ftato-room, n FpociouF and excellent apartment opening into 
the great cabin, and having two porti^ and two large Bcuttlcs 
in it. Mr. Bateman nl^o took n cabin in the Plcerage of tho 
Fame Fhip. That gentleman and raj-rclf, at Mr. Barrotto’a 
particular reqiir?t, made a written application to tho Portu- 
gucfc Minister in the Marine Department for hi.s permission 
to proceed to Goa on boanl that ship, and we received a 
ready and piilito acqniercencc, also in witing. In a day 
or two aftcnvarfls Mr. Bametto brought two young men to 
my rooms to introduce to me ns fellow-passengore, they 
having been rt'commendcd to his attentions by his valuable 
friend, Mr. Holmes. One of them was J^Ir. Kemp, going out 
a.s a mere adventurer, the other, Mr. Brown, appointed a 
cadet in the Company’s army on tho Bombay establish- 
ment. Mr. Bam'tto, when he made thcFO gentlemen knorni 
to mo, said he should reject all other applications, being 
rc.solvtxl not to take any more passengers. 

On the ‘Ith of June, while dres.sing to dine at tho Am- 
ba.'f.oador’fi, it being our King’s birthday, I observed a vessel 
running up the river from sea vnth n Union Jack flying at 
her main-topgallant masthead, by which I know it to bo 
a packet. I thcroforo sot out for Mr. Walpole’s in high 
spirits, hoping to get a letter from my darling. During 
dinner the dispatehes were brought us, and with them a 
single letter. Mr. Walpole, looking at tho direction, said to 
his lady, “ This is for you, my dear,” sending it round to her. 
Mrs. Walpole, after opening and reading it, made an apology 
for leaving her company for a few minutes and wont out of 
the room. Upon hor return, addressing the party, sho said 
a much-cstecmcd friondof hors was just arrived fromEngland 
in tho packet, and sho had boon giving directions for a 
carriago to go immediately to tho hotel and bring her to her. 
Soon after this the ladies loft tho table. 

After wo had been at tho bottle about an hour, a servant 
camo to tho back of my chair and whispering me, said his 
mistress requested to spoak to me. Astonished at such a 
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Euminons I followed the man out. At tlie bottom of the 
stairs 3Irs. Walpole’s own female attendant received and 
conducted me up to her lady’s dressing-room, opening the 
door of which what was my amazement and agitation at 
my loved Charlotte’s rushing into my arms, bursting into 
tears, and the next moment insensible in a fainting fit. 
Mis. Walpole, consideratelyaware of some distressing incident 
from the unexpected meefeig, had been secretly watching 
us, and, upon seeing Mrs. Bick^ faint, appeared with 
hartshorn and .all the usual remedies administered in such 
cases. By the appHeafion of these medicines she soon re- 
covered and was restored to composure. 

Charlotte then briefly informed me that after she left 
Lisbon she had found hecself so miserable that she r^olved, 
no matter how fatal the consequences might prove to her- 
self,, once more to rejoin and accompany me to Bengal, 
adding these words that are indelibly fixed in my memory : 
" My dearest William, if I am doomed to die an early death, 
oh, do at least, I beseech you, let me have the consolation 
of knowing that I shall draw my last breath and heave my 
last sad sigh in your loved arms. Without you I cannot 
exist. Besides, my William, I can confidently assure you 
that my health is entirely restored ; I am as well as ever I 
was in my life.” I felt too happy, too much rejoiced, at 
once more being able to press her in my bosom to utter a 
syllable of reproach at her imprudent return, for such it 
certainly was, and although I kept my fears to myself 
I could not but feel alarmed for her life. 

After Charlotte’s recovery from the fainting fit, Mrs. Wal- 
pole left us alone for near an hour, when she again entered 
the room, kindly saying, “ Come, come, my friends, I have 
allowed your f^e-d-fefe to continue long enough. I shall 
now insist upon your both joining our party at supper and 
drinking a bumper of burgundy to the health of our 
Gracious Sovereign, after which we must all join in the 
merry dance.” Taking a hand of each she led us to the 
room in which the company were assembled. AD showed 
the most pleasing attention to my dear gid, and after a 
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fr.y, chrrrfnl fvcninp vrc returned to our hotel in tho 
Anib.v'r.dprV clmriot. 

The Mlmrinf; inoniinp Clmrlotto intro<luced me to Sir. nnd 
Mrp. Pn^"^pn, who hnd romf» out in the |»ncket with her, 
with n view to pot n pa'-enpo in n Port npiiere Indinmnn to 
Uenpnl, where th.ev were f'.oinp to rc ide with n brother of 
Jfr. PnverrmV who wn.’* in the Comjnny'« Civil Service there. 
She lihruife intivKluced me to Mn;. Aldn.x nnd n wild Iri.*?!) 
b^c.>^h^r•in•!.^w, the Indy Winp on her w.ny to Mndeira whoro 
her hn«bnr,d wn* n merch.nnt. Chnrlotle told me Hint, nil 
thc’-e four hnd behnved to her durinp the voyngo with the 
utmo’t hindne; •••, n Miflin'ent indiuement to mo to trent 
them with every mnrl: oi civility nnd grntif ude in my power. 
.’>Iy Clinrlolte h.nd met Mn'. Aldu'i nt the hoxi.^e of n mutunl 
friend in Ixindon, where they ngrvcd to tmvel together to 
r.’ilmonth, nnd did fo to tlwir eqiinl gmtifiention. 

I found my dnrlinp looking rc’iimrknbly well, nnd she 
rnid phe felt jH'rfectly fo, hut c*xprvF.:-od considerable nnxictj’ 
nnd fenr^< about her fnithful rervnnt, Ilnrriet, whoso cougli 
wa« prvntly increnj ed, nn was the Innguor nnd weakness, nnd 
j-he hnd a hectic flush in her rheekfl, with a brillinncy of 
eye that I thought augured ill. Doctor Hnre, whom I 
consulted, thought so too, but- observed nothing could nflord 
her so fnir a chance of getting over the disease ns a long 
voyage. He, however, acknowledged tho chnncca of re- 
covery were much ngnimst. her. 

Upon mentioning to Mr. Bnrrotto Mrs. Hickey’s unex- 
pected return, nnd that she nnd her servant would accom- 
pany me to India, he directly gave me a small additional 
cabin adjoining my own for Harriet to sleep in, which would 
also answer tho purpose of a dressing-room for Mrs. Hickey. 

Tho weather now became as oppressively hot ns I over folt 
it in either East or West Indies, j’ct it did not prevent our 
exoursionfl. Wo hnd n number of agreeable parties about tho 
country in tho vicinity of Lisbon, particularly to Mr. Wal- 
polo’fl country villa, Mr. Do Visme’s, Sir John Hort’s, nnd 
other equally charming scats. 

In tho middle of Juno Mr. Barrotto gave mo notice that wo 
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mnst embark on the 22nd, as he undoubtedly should sail 
at daylight of the 23rd. My ezpences at Lisbon had been 
great ; I was obliged to borrow eight hundred pounds, pro- 
cured for me by Mr. Hoissard, for the repa^ent of wMch 
I granted bonds, bearing an interest of ten per cent, pay- 
able in Bengal. 

Upon Mr. Bateman’s taking his passage on the Bayhha 
De Portugal he proposed to me to join oiu: stock and mess 
together. Mr. Barretto had previously informed us that the 
custom of the Portuguese service made it necessary for biin 
to preside at the table of the Captain and officers. With 
pleasure I embraced Mr. Bateman’s offer. He being a 
bustling, active man, which I, alas, never was, undertook 
the management and providing of every requisite. Each 
of us advanced two hundred pounds, for, with the natural 
liberality of an Orientalist, he spumed at my calculation of 
paying in proportion to the number of four which my 
family consisted of, insisting upon the propriety of the 
table being between us. This sentiment according with my 
own, and feeling that our situations reversed I should have 
acted in like manner, I yielded. 

Upon Mrs. Hickey’s return to Lisbon the second time 
that unprincipled little jade, Nancy Spottiswoode, had the 
insolent boldness to call at our apartments, having 
previously ascertained that I was absent. Finding my 
Charlotte at home, she had the effrontery to address her 
as if no duplicity, no ingratitude, had been shown upon her 
part, and my gentle and sweet girl, notwithstanding I had 
cautioned her against the arts of the insincere hussy, could 
not reject her proffered civilities and her friendly professions. 
She therefore met her avowals of unceasing regard with as 
much warmth as if they had come from the heart. Un- 
luckily for the hypocrite, I arrived, when indignantly ask- 
ing how she dared enter my doors after what had passed, 
she stammered out she had called to see her friend to whom 
she felt herself obliged. I replied she only rendered herself 
the more despicable in my eyes, and I had taken care to 
place her in a just light to Mis. Iffickey. She then departed. 
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From dm dny wr raw no more' of her, though we heard if 
rhe w.t; invit<-cl to any parly at. which wo were to be aho 
nlway.’-" rent an oxcupo. 

The la' t ton daya of our residence at. Linbon were spent in 
n round of onlorlaintuonta given by our hospitable friends. 
Mrs. Aldu '5 nnd her brother-in-law had, principally through 
tile int/ rce:'- ion of mjvelf nnd Mr. liatoman with Mr. Rar- 
nlto, obtained a pas'^ape to Madeira in the Jiaijvha Dc 
Pori-.i{;i!, Mr. l5am.'ttoV objection to receiving them Bolcly 
ari'inp from the pop.-ibility of his not touching at the 
bland if the weather prt»vod boisterou.'s, but the lady being 
willing to run that rid: and we offering them our table, he 
coii'-entod. 

We had aprt'cd to dine on board the 22nd, but thi.s was 
rtrx'mio»iply ntid PUcc<,‘PsfHlly oppo.'^ed by Mrs. Walpole, 
who in!'ipt<-d upon the whole parly spending the last da}' with 
her. .Mr. and Mrs. I’awpon had made evciy effort to get on 
boartl our fhip, but .Mr. Rnrrelto resisted them all, wishing 
to j)repcrve his pix'at cabin exclusively for Mr. Ratomnn, 
Mm. Hichey, nnd myself. They therefore applied for nnd 
oblaitu'd accommodation in another ship, nnd sailed for 
India eight dnjs prior to our departure. 

On the 22 nd, having finally settled all m 3 ' accounts, 
I pent Harriet, who continued in a declining state, with 
Nabob and our baggage, on board, Charlotte nnd m 3 ’self 
going to dinner at the. Ambassador’s, whore we found most 
of lljo principal Knglish inhabitants assembled to bid us 
adieu. We had a splendid meal, followed b 3 ' a concert nnd 
ball in the evening, at which the beautiful Mrs. IValpolo 
Itindl}' gave me her hand ns a partner, nnd though dancing 
had jjcvor been a favourite nmuFoment of mine so accom- 
panied it proved delightful, and I entered into the full 
spirit of it. This lovel 3 ' woman, then in the prime of life 
nnd vigour of health, very shortly after wo left Lisbon, from 
neglecting what was at first only a slight cold, fell into a 
raj)id decline that bafilcd the skill of the most eminent 
physicians of Portugal nnd England, within a twelvemonth 
terminating in her death. 


/ 
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From Mr. Walpole’s we went direct to the waterside, where 
his barge was in waiting to convey ns to the ship. At two 
o’clock in the morning we got on board and took possession 
of onr cabin, where, notwithstanding the greatness of the 
change, Charlotte and myself slept sonnd until awakened 
at seven in the mo rning by the Padre and ship’s crew 
chanting their matins at the altar which was close to the 
bulkhead of our apartment. The sound was grand and 
awfnl, occasioning in us both very pleasing sensations. 
Some of the voices were remarkably melodious. We had 
these prayers four times in the course of each day. 

Upon rising and going up on deck, I saw an elegant* 
looking man walking up and down, who politely bowed to 
me, Mr. Barretto soon after telling me he was a French 
gentleman to whom he had given a passage at the particu- 
lar request of the Marquis de Pombal. Upon entering into 
conversation with him', I found he had resided many years 
in the East Indies, having been an ofScer of rank in the 
military service of different native Princes. He appeared 
to be perfectly acquainted with Asiatic politics, possessing 
a strong natural understanding which had been highly cul- 
tivated. Upon further acquaintance I discovered he had 
encountered many grievous misforttmes, and had been 
cruelly treated by those who, if honour or conscience had 
bound them, must have acted very differently towards him. 
'Various instances of the basest ingratitude had in some 
measure soured his tempev, rendering him at times morose 
or peevish, nevertheless the scholar and well-bred man were 
always distinguishable in his conduct and behaviour. He 
was returning to Hindostan powerfully recommended by 
the Portuguese Government, and with a hope of obtaining 
restitution from some of those persons who had defrauded 
him of his just rights. I am sorry to say his name has totally 
escaped my recollection. 

On Sunday, the 23rd of June, 1782, we unm oored at 
ten o’clock in the morning, dropping down the Tagus until 
three in the afternoon, when the flood tide coming in and 
a 'fresh wind having been blowing all day direct from sea. 
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tre wore compc’lk’cl to bring to n few miles below the Cnstlo 
of Biilnnm. At five the wind Fiiddcnlj* shifting nnd becoming 
fnvoTimble, got np oiir nnehor nnd mnde sail ; nt six passed 
the bnr, soon after which we look n Inst view of the magnifi- 
cent capital of Portncnl, a city I left with considerable 
rt prx't, having been received nnd treated there with the ut- 
most hospitality nnd Idndness by many estimable persons, 
by r-onic ^^•ilh nn nflcctionate regard I never can forget. 
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Afi'lrF-. Mfijt»r. 203 'C 
Ap'-.V-^. rhf. 3SI-3 
Arf.'J.u/.i, The, 3, fi 
Arl:nt:U.»>>'«.. 271. 277. 314 
Anr.itrrnr. Mr.. <0 ft rey. 
Anjifirour. (5<'M*rtil, SO 
Amott, rrMlfrirl: Mnitlnrid. 103. 
107 ft tey., 247 

Artliur. Cfti'inin. PR ft tty., 101. 103. 

10.3. !12ft»f7- 
Arthur. Mra.. lol 

Arlihurlon. John Dunninp, Tirst 
Ixirtl. 101 

Avyrutuf Ctrear, The, Cl 
Auriol, JomcB Tot’Cr. 140. 160 


n 

JjBppi. Jlnjor. 22-3. 7C 
llnppB, Mr.. 22 ft teq., 33-4 
linpot, Cnptnin. 100-7 
linker. Mr.. 7 rt teq., 24. C8 
IJnllttndyii'’, Mr., 220-7 
n/irbndoei*. Iwlntiil of, 12-14 
nftrrt,'tto,.Tosf*pli, 382 
HdrTT'tf o.r.Uiii, 38 1-2,380, 301 rl teq. 
Burry, Chnrlotto, 204, 314 et ttq., 
336 ft teq., 361 et teq. 

Bnrry, Nnticy, 204, 320, 344-5, 3C3, 
357 

niirwMI. Daniel, 123-4, 13C-7. 140 
et teq., 240 el teq, 

Berwell, Mnty. 141-2, 241-2, 200 


U.-irivpll, Bifhtirtl, 123-4, 145 rl erg., 
160. 163. 200 el rrg. 

Bntrrnfin, Nnthnnirl, 375-0, 3B2-3 
IWhfonl, AMertuftn, 35 
ItrdfiirJ Coffpn Houi’e, 00, 270 
Ih'll. .Mr., 3G8-0 
llpnl>oxr, Admiml, 40 
llpnlipld, I'nul, 101, 100 
llrnpnl, 70, 80, 07, 00, 101 el teq., 
12.7, 12.8. 138 rl erg. . 

Bpnilry, Cnptnin, 18C rl teq., 192, 
204. 208 et teq. 

Bpmpm .St., CO. 71, 70. 80, 07, 128 
Brrlip.Tlie Mi«-pe. 101, 103 
The. E.r.C.S., 172 
llinl, Jo'pjdi, 267, 320 
Bird. Willx-rforco, 12.3, 270, 287, 
310, 320 

Blntpiipre, .Tncoh, 103 
lllntiuiero, IVittmm Conte, 103, 114 
Blttunlintd, Cnptnin, 105 
Bomph, lennc, ISO 
BonyJipe, Doctor, 28 el teq., 38, 62 
C2 

Bon>'nse, Sir., 28 el teq., 38, 45, 62. 
01-2 

Booth, .Tnhn Richard, 103, 107 et 
teq., 114 

Bonlopne, 74-.7. 82, 87, 01 
Boult<in, 'trO.. 2.8.7 
Batirl:i'. .Mnjor IVnlter, 200 el teq., 
270, 348 rl teq. 

Brniidt, Mr., 100, 220 
Briithwnito, Cnptnin, 381 
Bri’ntforxl, 284-5., 340 
I}ri(lqetrater, The, E.I.C.S., 100 
Briphth.'linatono (Brighton), 08, 
82. 84-5 

Brietow, Mr., 123 
tlrilaiinia. The, I3.I.C.S., 100, 108 
Brondhond, Mr. nnd Mrs., 285 
Broirn, Mr., D6 
Brou'i), Mrs., 340 
Drown, Mr., Cndot, 380 
Browno, Ulysses, Cnptnin, 320-1 
Brynnston Street, 247 
Bullen, John, 102 
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Dobbins, Captain, 62 ct aeq., 73 
Douglas, Captain, 284 
Douglas, Sir James, 205 
D’Oyley, Sir John, 136 
Douushire, Arthur Hill, Second 
Marquis of, 320 
Drayton, 281 ct ecq., 333 et aeq. 
Ducarel, Mr., 123 
DuSell, Captain, 61 
Duke of Portland, The, E.I.C.S., 
97, 103, 105, 112, 163 
Durand, Captain John, 172 


E 

Eastbourne, 82 et aeq. 

East India Company, 102, 120, 163 
ct aeq. 

Ellis, Welbore, 126-6, 128 
Elpbinstone, Hon. William, 262, 
276 

Elwes, Mr., 290 
Engloheart, George, 362 
Epsom Races, 340-1 
Erith (Kent), 69 et aeq., 79 et aeq., 
96 

Eisbine, Thomas, First Lord, 89 
Eveling, John, 182 
Evelyn, Mr., 123 


P 

Fairford, The, E.I.C.S., 170-1 
Farrer, Mr., 163 
Ferrers, Lord, 80 

Fielding, Lord, 284, 287, 289, 310, 
320 

Fisher, Dr., 242 
Fitzpatrick, Colonel, 261 
Flint, Colonel, 202, 204 e< aeq,, 210, 
212 et aeq., 220, 222 
Flint, Mr., 202, 204 et aeq., 210, 217 
Forrest, Mrs., 80, 306-6 
Forrest, Arthur, 80, 96, 306 
Forrest, Cecilia, 264 
Forrest, Thomas, 80, 247, 305 
Foxcroft, Mr., 138 
Fozard’s Lively Stables, 317 
Francis, Sir Philip, 101, 125 et aeq,, 
136-6, 148, 153-4, 167 et aeq., 
189, 272-3 
Frederick, Kit, 90 
Freskini (Hickey’s valet), 264, 267, 
277, 287, 329, 368-9, 365 


O 

Gambier, Admiral, 77 
General Barker, The, E.I.G.S., 271, 
274 

Geoghagan, Mr., 91 
George, Prince of Wales, after 
George IV, 255, 264, 281 
George, The (Portsmouth), 101 
Georges, Midshipman, 370 
Gideon, Sir Sampson, 80 
Gladwin, Francis, 182 
Golding, Mr., 163 
Gordon, Duke of, 72, 74 
Gordon, Colonel, 107 et aeq., 236 
Gordon, Lord George, 71 et aeq., 
220 

Gordon Riots, 266-6 
Gore, Captain, 171-2,- 186 et aeq., 
194, 202 et aeq., 246 
Gosaul, Gocul, 147 et aeq. 

Gosling, Mr., 123, 136 
Graham, Mr., 123 
Grand, lieutenant, 189 
Grand, George Francis, 168 et aeq., 
189 

Grand, Mrs., 158 et aeq. 

Grant, James, 164, 271, 281, 283, 
323^, 336 et aeq,, 344, 364 et aeq. 
Grant, iSxs., 336 et aeq., 344, 364 
Grant, Peter, 271, 281, 366 
Gravesend, 1, 69, 72 
Great Ormond Street, 209 et aeq. 
Greer, William, 190, 216-7, 247 
Greer, Mrs., 247 
Gregory, Mr., 79, 80, 89 
Grenada, Island of, 1, 13 et aeq. 
Greville, Harry, 261, 352 
Grey, Captain, 369 
Gri£Bn, Jerry, 2, 3, 66, 188, 192, 214 


H 

Haarlaem, 239 
Haldane, Captain, 170 
Haldane, John, 136 
Hall, Jasper, 36, 37 
Hallam, Mr., 33 

Hamilton, Archibald, Ninth Duke 
of, 361 

Hamilton, Lady Ann, 384 
Hamilton, Captain, 384-5 
Hamilton, Lord Spencer, 343 
Hammersmith, 294-5 
Harding, William, 102 
Hare, Dr., 383 et aeq., 391 
Harrison, Mr., 24, 35, 38 
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Hnidwicko, Philip Yorko, Second 
Eotl of, 70-1 
Harwood. Mr., 277 
Hastings, Bight Hon. Worren, 
Govomor-Gonoral of India, 124, 
13G, 14S, 163-4, 173, 273 
Hatch, Mr., 123, 135 
Hntchott, Mr.. 256 
Hatfield, Mr.. 220-1 
Havannah, C3 

Haj-cs, Charlotte, 250, 262-3 
Hayes, Jlr,, 06 

Haymnrket Theatre, 252 ctseq., 286 
Haj-nes, Mr., 163 
Healy, Mrs.. 207 

Heilcman, Captain Bioliard, 164-5, 
167-8, 172 

Held Woltanadc, The, 224 el ecg. 
Henrictia, The (sec Congress) 
Hickey, Henrj*, 60 
Hickey, Mr. (William's brother), 
252. 258, 264, 276 el seq., 284-5, 
206, 351 

Hickey, Joseph (William’s father), 
22, 24, 69, 79. SO. 99 el seq., 258, 
266 et seq., 291 el seq., 364 
Hickey, Mary, 240-7, 286, 290, 364, 
387 

Hickey, Thomas (portrait painter), 
386 

Hickey, William — 
sots sail in the jN'eu* Shorcham for 
the West Indies, 1 
encounters a gale in the Chan* 
ncl, 2 

goes on shore at Deal, 3 et seq. 
rejoins the New Shorcham, 10 
arrives at Barbadoes, 13-14 
goes on shore ot Grenada, 14 et 
seq. 

arrives at Kingston, Jamaica, 20 
excursion through Kingston, 21 
visits the Baggs tavern, 22 el seq., 
33 

finds it impracticable to become 
an Attorney in Jamaica, 25 
et seq. 

visits the Governor, 27 
attends n ball, 28 
his friend Bonynge gives on 
account of himself, 28 et seq. 
Dr. Bonynge’s ecccutricitics, 29 
el seq., 38 el seq. 

poc.s on a driviiig toiu:, 35 el seq. 
stays with the Bonj-nges, 38 et 
seq. 

visits Mr. Richards, 43 et seq. 


Hickey, William (could .) — . 
ascends the Grand Leganco 
Mountain, 44 

visits Mr. Richards's estate in 
St. Mary's, 49 cl seq. 
his impressions of slavery, 48 et 
seq., 55 el seq. 
returns to Ivingston, 52 
dines on the New Shorcham and 
celebrates St. Patricia’s D.ay, 
32 

goes to Spanish To'^ with Mr. 

Richards, 52 cl seq. 

Ills father desires him to stay at 
Jamaica, 60 

a^in \’isitB Dr. Bonjmge, 61 
rejoins tho New ShoUham and 
leaves Jamaica for home, 63 
life on board, 63 et seq. 
his sliip narrowly-cscapcs becom* 
ing a prisoner of war, 64-5 
nearly wrecked off Guernsey, 
67-8 

his brother Henry’s death, 09 
visit's his old friend Mr. Cane at 
Erith, 69 ct seq. 
his follow guests, 71-2 
on board Mr. Cano’s cutter tho 
Henrietta, 72 et seq. 

^'i3it8 Boulogne nnd Peris, 74-5 
the Henrietta's name changed to 
Congress. 76-7 
moots Admiral Gambier, 77 
book at Erith, 79 
^sits tho Forrests, 80 
his friends at Erith, SO et seq. 
again crosses the diannel in tho 
Congress, 82, 87, 91 et seq. 
bad weather causes them to land 
at Eastbomne, 82 ct seq. 
continues journey by land, 84 et 
seq. 

sustains an accident through n 
practical joke, 86-7 
his friend Mr. Cano’s accident, 88 
Mr. Robert’s promise to assist 
him to sail for India, 89, 90, 
97-8 

saves an acquaintonce from tho 
bailiffs, 91 ct seq. 
under tho doctor for tliroot 
trouble, 95-6, 99, 100 
engages his passage to Indio on 
the Seahorse, 98 
reconciled to liis father, 100-1 
embarks for India on tho Sea- 
horse, 102 
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}!jrl;»<y, Willimn {ci'ntd .) — 
liir I'-lliin'-pn- trucrr?, 1(0-4 
piitM'ii nt (hr ("ojwof (lonti 

m:. 

nt Cni'o Ton ii, I0.*t rl trq. 
nil rjiiinui! inp <'xrnrsion up Tnl'tr 
Moutitain, IdS ex trq . ; In (ho 
Hny of Il'-nrnh 1 12 fX ttij. 

III!' r)iip ii'-.irly ninn nnhoro, 113 

€} K-}. 

to (^'ilnittn in n pnunoownv, 

ns-? 

ilinlihf «i( Indinn conjirry, ICO 
viflt^ (Innirrj It'-nrh, 1-0 
clf” rrilv”' ("o!on<-l \Vnt"ciii‘fi dorltn 
nnti 120#X#r7„ lA'Artftg. 

rrnowo htitfncntlxhiti \u(Ii UoIktI 
I’ott, 122. 127 

liin lotlom of introduction, 123, 
127 ft #rj., I.'i7 
moctB Wnm-n Hfutinpo, 124 
mortn f^ir I'lijnh linjyy nnd Sir 
Holx'ri ChnxnlK'n', 127 
nttciid'* Court nnd inontcri-d upon 
tholinll, 13(1 

rrirwl with noriou* iltnesi<, 130 ft 
ttq. 

xhntvn n houco with Mr. Clove- 
Innd, 133 

hiHPUCoo'c, 134, 138-0, 183 
ntt/*ndn n public bn-nkfnst, 13S 
rmoher n liooUnh, 1 30 
pivro n iliiiiior-pnrty, 137 
bin dirsipiitPtl lift", i38 
nnd tho wrocl: of the Orotvfnor, 
130, 140 

hi!) nnrriitivc of Mr. Harwell's 
death, 140 rX<'f7., 240-1 
nnd Colonul Wntaoii'n lawsuit, 
145 fX reg. 

de-'crlhen the dispute hotween 
Warren IfaMtinpH and General 
Clnvi'riiif:, 153 rt etg, 
taken a lioiinc for hinvself, 150 
hiHtninin(urepnr(rnitpniute(l,]57 
tho dinpiito Grand v. I'rnncis, 158 
rt reg. 

n round of vinitn, 101-2 
elected n member of tho Catch 
Club, 102-3 
entertains largely, 103 
his enrringo accident, 104-5 
social ongngemento, 100, 173 
attends n fOlo on board tho Bri- 
tannia, 108 cl Big. 
takes poHHCsnioii of his now house, 
172 


Hickey, William {eontd .) — 
a--'iiMlM n nnmennko, 172 rt rrg. 
ile-eribes n native attack on tho 
Court, 177 rt rrg, 
decides to leavo Calcutta to 
pri-ient n pot it ion to tho King 
IS I 

his expensive clothes, 185-0, 251, 
250 ft Btg, 

leaves Caleiiltn nnd bonnls tho 
Xaftau, 188 
fellow-pa.ssengcrs, 180 
the nhip'n oflieers, 100 
n narrow enenpe, 101 tl Beg, 
presented to Sir 'i'homns Rum- 
bold. 105 

his intimates at Afadrns, 100 el 
Btg. 

nn unpleasant encounter with 
rats, 107-8 

takes leave of Modrns, 202 
his felloxv-possengers, 204 ef Beg,, 
217 

ecur\-y makes its nppenranco on 
board, 212 ft Btg., 218 rt Btg. 
makes n stay at Capo Town, 221 
rt Beg, 

KoBtaxi detained ; proceeds to 
Holland in tho Hutch ship. 
Held IFolXemodr, 222 et Beg. 
engages Adcock ns servant, nnd 
Adcock's pccuniory' nrrnngo- 
ments xvith Mr. Paterson, 220- 
7,237, 207-8, 200f(«r3, 
life on board, 226 rt Beg. 
stays nt Amsterdam, 235 tt Beg. 
visits Honrlaem, Rotterdam, otc., 
230 rt Beg., 243-4 
visits Sir Joseph Yorko, British 
Ambassador, 240 et Bcg, 
arrives homo, 240 
mooting nnd subsequont friond- 
ship with Emily Warren, Pott’s 
mistress, 248 ci Beg., 200-70, 
274 , 280-1, 280-7, 313, 319 
et Beg. 

describes tho Gordon riots, 205-0 
moots nn old friend, Sam Rogers, 
200, 270 

nnd his unwolcomo friond Cap 
toiii Mordnunt, 277 et Beg,, 270 
347 

gives a dinnor-party, 270 
a stay at ^largnto, 270 et Btg, 
s t nys with tho Grants at Drayton, 
281 et Beg. 

adrunkon frolio, 285-0, 310 ctBeg. 
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Hickey, William {eontd .) — 
his friend, Egbert Pott, in- 
'' augorates a dining club, 287 
et aeq., 298, 314-5 
witnesses the launching of two 
ships, 293-4 

first meeting with Ciharlotte 
Barry, 295 
visits Bath, 295 

his dinner-party at St. Albans 
Street, 296-7, 315 
attends the Lord Mayor’s dinner, 
297-8 

the petition presented, 299 
and the examination of Bichard 
Barwell, 299 et aeq. 
visits the Forrests, 305 
stays with Mr. Barwell at Stan- 
sted, 306 et aeq. 

becomes strongly attached to 
Charlotte Barry, Mordaunt’s 
mistress, 314 et aeq. 
invited by Mordannt to Ports- 
mouth, 323 

an unpleasant visit, 324 et aeq. 
stays at Drayton with Mordannt 
and Charlotte, 333 ei aeq., 344-5 
describes a wonderful carriage, 
333 et aeq., 340 
attends Epsom races, 340-1 
invited to a frugal dinner, 348 et 
aeq. 

takes Charlotte Barry under his 
protection, 352 et aeq. 
unpleasantscenes with Mordannt, 
352 et aeq., 358 et aeq. 
his money matters involved, 
356-7, 361, 392 

Charlotte passes as 'Mre. Hickey, 
360-1 

decides to go to Lisbon, accom- 
panied by Charlotte, 361 et aeq. 
and Charlotte’s beauty, 362-3 
a pleasant stay at Exeter, 364 et 
aeq. 

makes excursions from Falmouth, 
369 et aeq. 

sets sail and arrives at Lisbon, 
- 370-1 

fellow guests at Mrs. Williams’s 
Hotel, 372 et aeq. 
his stay in Lisbon described, 374 
el aeq. 

attends Commodore Johnston’s 
wedding, 379 et aeq. 
anxiety concerning Charlotte’s 
health, 382, 385 et aeq., 391 


Hickey, William {contd .) — 

doctor forbids Charlotte accom- 
panying him to India, 385-6 
a melwcholy parting with Char- 
lotte, 387 

Chariot rejoins him at Usbon, 
389 et aeq. 

they embark for the East, 394-5 
Hicks, Captain, 169 
Hicky, James Augustus, 173 et aeq. 
Higginson, Alexander, 157, 182 
Higginson, Mrs., 157 
Hillsboroi^, Earl of (eee Bown- 
shire) 

Hindley, Mr., 230 
Hoissa^ Daniel, 369 et aeq., 383, 
387, 392 

Holmes, It&., 389 

Holt, Mr., 252, 266, 276, 368 

Holt, Mrs., 266 

Hoop and Griffin Inn, Deal, 1, 7, 68 
Hornby, Mr., 170 
Home, Mr., 361, 372 
Homeck, Captain, 287, 289 
Hort, Sir John, 361, 372, 391 
Horton, Sir Watts, 351 
Hosea, Mr. and Mm., 139 
Howard, Mr., 96-7 
Howorth, Mr., 98 et aeq., 131 
Howorth, Humphry, 98 et aeq. 
Hudson, Sally, 90 
Hughes, Sir Edward, 202, 204, 207, 
212, 223 

Hunter, John, 87 
Hussey, ISx., 80 

Hyde, Mr. Justice, 123, 127, 130, 
134, 159, 165, 178, 184, 186 
Hyde, Mis., 127 


I 

Impey, Sir Elijah, 101,. 127, 130, 
134, 143, 150, 165, 160, 184, 186 
Impey, Lady, 165 
India House, 97, 100, 239, 368 
Ironside, Colonel, 160 
Irvine, Mr., 246-7, 295, 298, 367, 
361 

Irwin, Mr., 14 et aeq., 20_ 

Isaacs, Miss (eee Mrs. Higginson) 


J 

Jamaica, 18 et aeq. 

Jarrett, £&., 138. 143 
Jerusalem Coffee House, 97-8 
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Johnson, BlcViard, 136 
Johnson, Williom, 137 
Johnson, Mr., 76-7, 84 et scq., 
92 el teq, 

Jolmsion, Commodore, 211-2, 378 
et aeq. 

Joltaataa, Mrs., 70, 81, 86, 91 
Johnston, Mrs. (ndc Boo), 378 ct seg. 
Jolio, M. Trou, lOG, 202, 220 et aeq. 
JoBOB, Mary, 260, 293, 296 


K 

Keith, Sir Basil, Governor of 
Jamaica, 25, 27 
Kelly, Mrs., 274, 277-8, 344 
Kemp, Mr., 389 
Kinlooh, lU^., 196 
King Qeorge packet. The, 386 
Kirkman, Alderman, 35, 38, 80 
Kneller, Mr., 123, 172 
Knill, Mr. (Tailor), 261 
Koster, Mr., 361, 372 


I. 

Laoam, Mr., 186-7, 271-2 
Laird, Dr. James, 103, 111, 131 
Laird, Dr. Jolm, 131 
La Motte, 242 et aeq. 

Larkins, Captain, 305 
Larkins, Jolm Pascal, 190 et aeq., 
205, 200, 218-9, 293 
Laurel, The, 162 
Lauience,'Mr., 182 
Lee, Mr., 128, 200 
Leicester, Mr., 89 
Le Maitre, Judge, 122, 128 
Lenox, Captain, 171, 186, 202, 
210-1, 219, 246 

Le TelUer’s (Dover Street), 288-9, 
314^6 

Lewin, Mr., 104 
Lewis, Mr., 61 
Lewis, Sir Watkin, 205 
Lewisham, Lord, 297 
Long Acre, 255, 333 
Longhhorough, Lord (see Bosslyn) 
Lovelace, Mr., 263-4, 259, 287, 345 
Lowe’s Hotel (London), 69, 71 
Lucan, Charles, Bingham, First 
Earl of, 72 
Ludgate Hill, 281 
Lyon, Thomas, 144, 156 
Lyon and Bidge, Messrs., 25-6 


M 

MacCuUook, Mr., 103 
Macintosh, Captain, 271, 344 
Maclean, Colonel, 163 
Maolean, Mi., 101 
Maopherson, Mr., 101, 351 
Maitland, Hon. i^ederiok, 107 
Mann, Captain, 384-5 
Margate, 85 et aeq., 90, 92, 276-7, 
369 

Marjoribanks, Mr., 287 
Markham, Mr., 102 
Marlow, Captain, 198-0, 206 
Martin, Mr., 89 
Mattocks, Mrs., 32 
Maule, Major, 194 
Maule, Mrs., 194 
Maxwell, Captain, 211-2 
Mayne, ilr., 361, 372 
MelviUe, John, 102 
Moritonand Smith, Messrs., 74-5, 82 
Mesnil, Mrs., 372 
Messnick, lb., 163 
Mestayer, Major Lewis, 103, 107 
et aeq., 118-9, 172, 176, 188 
Metcalfe, Major, 277, 279, 284 
Metham, Sir George, 342 et aeq. 
Minto, Gilbert Elliot, First Earl of, 
299 

Mitohel, Mr., 97 

Monson, Hon. Colonel, 102, 153-4 
Montgomery, Mr., 123, 172 
Moore, Mr., 382 
Moore, Peter, 135 

Mordaunt, Captain Henry, 272 et 
aeq., 276, 284, 303, 309, 314 et aeq. 
Morrison, Captain, 137 
Morse, Robert, 103, 114, 118, 122, 
127 et aeq., 161, 165, 176 
Motte, Thomas, 172 
Mowbray, Mr., 196 
Mount, M^., 262 
Mundy, Mr., 372 
Mundy, Mrs., 372 

Munroe, Sir Hector, Commander* 
m-Chief, 195 

N 

Habob (Hickey's Indian servant), 
228, 232, 239, 244, 246, 259, 262, 
276, 292-3, 393 
Nailor, North, 138, 143, 149 
Nancy, The, E.I.C.S., 167, 170, 172 
Neuaau, The, E.I.C.S., 171, 185 et 
aeq., 202 et aeq., 222, 247 
Nerot’s Baths, 100 
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lie-ffcome. Dr. (of Hackney), 198 
Kerrcome, Hr., 198 
KcTvznan, Charles, 139, 1S2 
New Shordiom, Tfie, 2 et etq., 52, 
61 ti etq., 73, 188 
HeTTte, CaiJtaia, 135 
NevrUm, l&g, 90 
Kolken, Baroness, 259 
Nonewih, 37^, 162 
Horfleet, 80 

^orlkingUm, The, BXG.S., 172 
Kngent, Hajor, 90 
Ntmdcojnar, Bajali, 166 


O 

Ogden, ^In., 134, 166 
O’Hara, Ad^ral, 199, 200 
O’Hara, Mr., 199, 200 
O’HeiH, John, First Vissonnt, 89 
OtterUy, The, EXC.S., 139 et etq., 
270, 281 

P 

Paardakoper, Captain, 222 el etq., 
267 

Paisley, Hr,, 361, 372, 387 
Pan MaU, 248, 287, 289, 296 
Pahner, Captain Wniiaia, 123, 130 
Panchead, ^Isssienrs, 76 
Pantheon, The, 333 
Paris, 74-5, 92 

Paterson, 2dr., 108 et etq., 223, 226- 
7, 236-7, 267, 290 
PaTTSon, Idr., 391, 393 
Pa^rson, h&s., 391, 393 
Paxton, ArcMbald, 247, 276, 284, 
296 343 

Paxton, Sir "William, 26, 247 
Payne, Sir Balph, 370 
Pearse, Colcne^ 182 
Penny, Mr., 361, 372 
PeterboTou^ Lord, 273-4, 267, 
289, 309, 320, 333 tt etq., 340-1, 
345 e( etq., 352-3 

Peterboron^, ]>ady, 274, 322, 346 
Petrie, John, 182 

Plaetey.The. 12,89,97,139,172,207 
Platel, 24r., 163 
I^ayden, John2Inrtin, 103, 163 
Playdell, Hr. (Senr.), 188 
Ploirdea , Captain F.ichard Chichely, 
102 

Plainer, Mr. (Scnr.), 360 ti etq. 
Plainer, HaH, 193-4, 197, 362 
Plnsaer, Thomas, 352 


Pombal, Marquise de, 394 ' 
Pppham, Stephen, 248 
Pott, Joseph Holden, 319 
Pott, P,obeTt, 97, 107, 122-3, 127, 
131 et etq., 136, 140, 153, 248 et 
etq., 263 et etq., 280, 285 et etq., 
295, 306, 310 et etq., 319 et etq, 
"Pott, Hr. (Senr.), 321-2 
Potter, Ifr., 101, 128-9 
Posrelt Hzz., 242 
PoTrell, Harriet, 262 
Price, Commodore Joseph, 166 et 
etq. 
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